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4 „ tuis ioterdum audi curis, 

« Vt poſits animo quemvis ſufferre laborem.“ 

Caro, 
Let lighter pleaſures mingle with thy care, 

That mental labours thou may'ſt better bear. 
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*s:-1 DID conceive that the bars mentioning that I 


— * — — — — 


5 intended the benefit, which I might have expected by this 


work, for that firſt of Charities, the Ly1x6-1x-Hos- 


PITAL, would have brought in ten Subſcribers for one 1 


have had: but, notwithſtanding this my intention has 


been ſo ſignified theſe two years paſt and upwards, not 
— diſperſed printed propoſals, but in advertiſements 


2 


in 


— . ——— —˖—?— - 


3 Err rh - , 
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viii) 


in public papers at no ſmall expences for ſubſcriptions, 
and that when I was told the finances of the charity 


would not afford to riſk advancing the expence of pub- 
liſhing, bad offered it myſelf, yet not any have been pro- 


cured thereby; and the number of Subſcribers which I 
have myſelf been able to get (not having time to ſolicit in 


perſon) has been ſo ſmall, and the expence of publiſhing 


ſo heavy, that, but for my good-will to the charity, and 


my reſpe& to thoſe who gave me the honour of their 
names, as my propoſals were not to print until three hun- 


dred ſubſcriptions were had, I would have returned them 


to ſuch of the Subſcribers as had paid. 


WHEREFOREF, and as I had intended a legacy for this 
charity in my Vill, but, for reaſons, choſe this method 
of giving it in my hfe-time, I ſhall ſend into it One Hun- 


dred and Thirty Sets, bound and lettered on the back, ac- 


cording to the publiſhed propoſals, clear of all expences to 
it, which will produce about One Hundred and Six pounds 
for its benefit, and is almoſt double the amount of the ſub- 
ſcriptions paid and to be paid; (for I am to obſerve, that 


ſeveral of the names therein are of perſons to whom I had 


preſented them) and, as I have printed much more than 1 
. purpoſed at the time of my propoſals, I hope to be enabled 


to give ſome advantage alſo to ſome other charities or 
charity.” -*-- Tm 
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10 Ars PXCBLLENCTY, 


THE ; EARL OF CARLISLE, 


LORD. LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND 
GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 12 


8 Yau convinced, were I, according 
to the uſual courſe of this ſpecies of 


addreſs, to proceed with a detail of your 
Excellency s univerſally confeſſed illuſtrious 
race, eminent qualifications and ſuperiour 
abilities, confirmed by thoſe high and 
weighty truſts repoſed in you at ſuch an 
uncommon early period of life, in which 


you had been called thereto, with your 
unremitted labours for the good of thoſe 
over whom you were appointed to pre- 
ſide, and whoſe bleſſings will attend you 


on your now-announced departure, I could 


not more offend your exquiſite delicacy : 


T: ſhall therefore only ſay, that if theſe. 


my leifure amuſements, which I have 
thus preſumed to offer at your Excel- 


lency's ſhrine, ſhall be ſo honoured as 


lo meet in any degree the approbation of 
that 


7 L D | CA T J O N. 
that Attic alle, with which the youthful 


fallies of your rich imagination have con- 


vinced the world you are ſo eſpecially en- 
dowed, I ſhall eſteem well recompenſed 
thoſe my lamp-light, ſleepleſs hours they 
have at times ingroſſed: Yet, at the ſame 


time, ſhould they not ſucceed in this re- 


ſpeR, as I could wiſh, the ſentiments of 


Religion and Virtue, thoſe ever ſure pro- . 
moters of the Peace and Happineſs of Soci- 
ety, which I have meaned ſhoyld breathe 
through this my very humble offering, 


wherever I could with propriety introduce 


them and as, in the few controverſial 
matters of Conſtitutional Policy, on which 
I have therein treated, inſtead of attempting 
to deceive, or inflame, (as is too often the 


caſe) I have endeavoured, all I could, to 
explain and conciliate ; withal, as the be- 


nefits of it are intended for charity, I there- 


fore flatter myſelf that it will be indulged 
with that patronage which will much con- 


tribute to make happy, 


YOUR EXCELLENCY'S 
u RESPECTING, DUTIPUL 


AND OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


G. E. HOWARD. 
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8 ſome of my Eſſays and Productions Have 
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Publick, and the approbation of ſeveral of the firſt in 
judgment and taſte; and as it has been a matter of 
ſurprize to nuinbers, not only how a perſon reared as 
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years, of a profeſſion where the tender feelings of hu- 
manity are too often nearly extinguiſhed, could pre- 
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none leſs pleaſing, or, I may ſay, more inſipid; . 


 lineſs, could ever have found time to write a ſingle 


met with a favourable reception from the : 


I have been in the ſervile, ceaſeleſs drudgery ſtate, for 


ſerve ſuch heart- affecting ſentiments as are breathed 
(as it is ſaid) through my dramatic productions; or 
on the other hand, who had the ſmalleſt ſpark of 
that celeſtial fire, that gives ſuch rapturous joys to 
its poſſeſſors, could have endured to pen (as I have 
done) a dozen volumes in the Law, of OO 


in ſhort, that a perſon ſo eternally immerſed in 555 | 
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ſheer for the preſs; it may not, therefore, be diſa- 
grecable to ſatisfy their curioſity in theſe particu- 
1 Jars, far as I can, and to give ſome account of my 
| | | Life. | | | 
þ I was born in the town of Coleraine, in the 
1 county of Londondefry, on the 28th of Auguſt, 


1915. My father was of the firſt ſubject family in 
England; and my mother was allied to ſome of the 
firſt Engliſh families in Ireland. He was in the army 7 
ſeveral years; and, after having gone through b 
much ſervice, and ſpending, or rather loſing a ſmall = 
patrimony, which he got on the death of his elder 
brother, having been obliged to ſell it, to pay the 
debts of others, for whom he had been ſurety, which 
an over-kindneſs in his nature could not refuſe, 
died but a half pay captain of Dragoons : ſo that 


all he ever did for me, was to give me a good ſchool 7 
education under Doctor T HoM AS SHERIDAN, then 3 
eſteemed the firſt ſchoolmaſter that ever had been 
in this kingdom; where I remained until I was 
| fitted for the Univerſity of Dublin. 4H 


I was at firſt intended for the church, and my KF 
paſſion was to be a fellow of the ſaid Univerſity; 
but Mr. Nixon, then the Clerk of the Pleas-office 7 
of the Exchequer, having conceived a liking for 

me, offered to take me an apprentice to him, 
without any fee; and, as in his office J might 
quickly earn ſomewhat to maintain me, theſe conſi- 
derations induced my mother, whoſe finances were 
but ſmall, and others, my relations and friends, to 
perſuade me to accept of this offer, which I aceord- 

ingly did, though againſt my inclinations abun- 
Sy: 


FREDKELE . 


dantly. The conſequence of this was, that for 
three years, I gave but little attention to my buſi- 
'tieſs; and at length, having had ſome difference 
with my ſaid law maſter, and the then Spaniſh war 
being proclaimed, I left him, and engaged as a ca- 
det in general Orwav' s regiment of foot, where I 
| carried. arms for near twelve months; at the end of 
which period, my relations and friends having 
again interfered, 1 teturned to my ſervice z in which 
1 continued an additional year, to compenſate for 
the time I had been abſent : Yet, for almoſt two 
| years more, my application to the buſineſs | in the 
profeſſion was with much indifference; in which in- 
terval, I not only wrote ſeveral of the little odes in 
this publication, which were inſerted in our public 
papers of thoſe times, but alſo formed the ſketch of 
a tragedy on the Story of ABRADATUS, ArasPes, 
and PANTHE A, in XINOPHON, wiich I finiſhed 
ſome ſhort time after I had been ſworn an at- 
torney. | = | 


This Pace was to t been exhibited on the 
ſtage here, but having, by preferring thus my 
pteaſures to my profit, neglected ſome little 


fut, with which I had been intruſted, and 
thinking myſelf in honour bound to repair 
the loſs (which was ſome coſt in the cauſe) 


out of my own ſcanty finances, and recollecting 


what had been ſaid to me by a very celebrated 
witty genius, on reading a tranſlation by me of one 
of the odes of Hor ACH into Engliſh verſe, when I 


was at- ſchool, of which he approved, © That if I 
* proceeded in the way I had begun, I might have 


ba 2 morning 


« : honour of ſtarving | in a garret;“ on the very 
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morning that the tragedy was to have been put into 
rehearſal, I threw the manuſcript into the fire, and 
made a ſolemn vow not to write. a line of poetry for 
five years. 
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I then applied aue to learn the billireſt of 
my profeſſion ; and I accordingly not only read the 
law with great diligence for ſome time, with an in- 

tention to be called to the bar, but | offered my 
1 ſervice, without any reward, to an attorney of emi- 
1 . nence, and acted as his clerk for near two years; 
Wl when ſhortly after, marrying one of the daughters of 
Parte PaRRY, Eſq; who had been a captain of 
foot, from my aforeſaid alliance to ſeveral of the 
firſt of quality and fortune, and other connexions *, 
[| with a ſucceſsful conduct of ſome few law affairs of 
[- | _ conſequence, in which I fortunately happened to 
pl be employed, buſineſs flowed upon me in ſuch a 
torrent, that in a few years, I was receiver to fix 
pretty conſiderable eſtates of noblemen and ge- 
tlemen, beſides ſome ſmaller ones, in all eleven, 
and was at the ſame time attorney for the owners, 
as I allo was for many others; had four employ= = 
ments in the law way in the revenue, and alſo. had 
two other employments, viz. regiſter to the truſtees 5 
for Bux ToN's bank, and regiſter and treaſurer uns- 
| der the act of Parliament for opening the men = 
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6] mould not have mentioned aught of my anceſtry, as it is 5 
of little value, but where their deſcendants inherit their-virtues, 
had I not been of a profeſſion, ſo in the whole, (yet therefore __ 
Juftly) abaſed.z for as the poet truly as elegantly expreſſes i it, lt 


3 


They who on glorious anceſtors enlarge, e 
Produce their debt inſtead of their diſcharge. Youn. 

| What can ennoble ſla ves, or ſots, or cowards ? 

Alas! not all the blood of all the Howaxvs, Pork. 
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in the city of Dublin; every one of which, except 


the firſt, were given to me ſucceſſively without ſeek- 
ing them, from the character I had eſtabliſhed in 
buſineſs; ſo that for two and twenty years and up- 
wards, it was the aſtoniſhment of every one how I 
could poſſibly go through what I did; and yet in this 


interim, I publiſhed my TRRATISES on THE Law 


AND Equity SIDE OF THE EXCHEQUER in four 
large octavo volumes, and ſeveral other Miſcellane- 


= ous Tracsin proſe and verſe; but Gop had bleſſed me 


not only with an excellent conſtitution, but an inex- 
hauſtible fund of ſpirits; then I uſed a deal of exer- 
ciſe of almoſt every kind, eſpecially that of all the 
moſt. invigorating, fencing; however, not being 
quite made of ſteel, I was at length ſeized with ſo 
violent a diſorder, that my life was pronounced in 
imminent danger; and that my inceſſant labour of 

mind and head had been the cauſe of it; that if 


did not immediately give up ſome of the prodigious . 


weight of buſineſs then on my hands, I could not 
poſſibly live, and that I muſt go to Briſtol inſtantly: 

Accordingly, having then made a ſufficient for- 
tune, though without boaſting, not near the ſum I 


might have amaſſed; (for, beſides, having ever 


avoided taking any thing from tenants, or in my 
employ ments, ſave the uſual or ordinary emolu- 
ments, or advantaging myſelf either from leaſes, or 
purchaſes of any of the eſtates of which I was re- 
ceiver, although I frequently had offers thereof, as 
is well known this day, by which I might have 


been worth, I may fay, ſeveral thouſands more 
| than I at preſent poſſeſs, I ever had lived liberal- 


ly, from the time I was enabled to do fo, hav- 


= i ing but two daughters, one of them, AnNe the 


eldeſt, 


„ P. R E, F. ACE. 


eldeſt, lately deceaſed, who was married to Ha- 


MILTON GoRGESs, of Killbrew in the County of 
Meath, Eſq; my near kinſman, the other, ELIZ A- 
BETH, married to CHARLES ORBVY HUNTER, Eſq; 
of Crowland in Lincolnſhire) on the aforeſaid ad- 


vice of my phyſicians, though then not fifty years 


of age, I gave up at once in agencies, employ- 
ments, and law and equity buſineſs, upwards (I may 
ſay with 0 of 1600l. a year, yet ſtill retained 


too much. 


I was reduced to ſuch a ſtate of weakneſs, as not 
to be able to walk from my carriage to the boat 
but before I landed at Parkgate, having been about 


four days and five nights at ſea, I found myſelf 


much better than when I entered the ſhip; and, 
after my landing, improved ſo every day, that 
when I got to my journey's end, I found I wanted 


no waters; and after having travelled through dif- 


ferent parts of England, purely for amuſement and 
exerciſe, in about two months I returned to Ireland 
as well! in health as ever l had been. 


Dating my config by my illneſs in lre- 


land: above three months, I formed the plan of my 


tragedy of ALMEYDA, or the Rival KINGS, on 
Mr. HawktesworTH's very pretty Eaſtern tale of 
ALMORAN and Hamer, and during the courſe of 


my Engliſh expedition, I finiſhed it; and in about 
two years more, from the obſervations and friendly 
hints of ſeveral of my literary acquaintance, having 
abundantly improved it, 1 publiſhed By 


_ Encouraged. by the unexpected 8 


which this mY firſt dramatic lay. met with, I ſet 


about 


ERA 


IA 
9 


PREPACE. Klit 


About my other tragedy, the S1tGE or Ton, 
on the choiceſt ſtory perhaps in any hiſtory, for that 
firſt of efforts (as Mr. Appison terms it) of the hu- 
man genius, working inceſſantly at it, in all inter- 


vals of receſs from buſineſs, (for I had yet four em- 
ployments, two of them very laborious ones, as 


alſo ſeveral ſuits of conſequence for private perſons 
in the courts, ſome of which I could not in honour 
give up, as I had been many years concerned 


therein) and in about three years, with the like 
friendly affiſtance as I met with in the compoſing 
my former production, I finiſhed this. It was 


printed, as was the other, both in England and Ire- 
land; and the ſeveral magazines and reviewers in 
both kingdoms, as alſo in Scotland, have ene | 


on vit the moſt flattering honours. * 


Thus 


* With all theſe . in England on this production, the 


- particulars whereof are ſhortly mentioned in my addreſs to the 


Readers thereof, which are in the following work, the queſtion 
may moſt properly ariſe, Why it has never been exhibited there? 


I ſhall only here relate, as more of this matter is in the place 1 


have mentioned, that I had offended, only by not crouching to 
the then deſpatic ruler of the drama; at the ſame time, by all 
confeſſed, as equal, if not ſuperior, to any theatrical performer 


that any nation upon earth can boaſt of, who had offended me. 


But ſome of the ſtrange productions, the exhibitions of which 
have, ſince the publication of mine, been encouraged and pro- 


moted both by him and others in this way, whofe own evince 


what their capacities of judging are, (all which, with their uſual 
mancœuvres in poſtponing or preferring, I ſhall leave to the deci- 


ſion of the candid and judicious) have contented me fully; I ſhall 


only obſerve, that ſome of their favourites have ſince thought fit 
to adopt, not only ſome of the ſentiments in my two firſt drama- 
tic performances, but alſo whole lines in the very woids thereof, 
though ſo tranſpoſed, in order to diſguiſe the plagiariſm, they 
ſcarcely are intelligible proſe : As theſe fame geniuſes have like- 
wiſe done by the productions of others, as Way be eaſily ſeen. 


xs b R E F ACE. 


Thus plunged in the pleaſures of the imagina- 
tion, it is eaſy to conceive, that the buſineſs or ſtudy 


of my profeſſion, ſo diametrically oppolite to them, 


could not fail of growing very irkſome, if not quite 


diſguſting ; for if there be a being in the creation, 


to which, above all others, the muſes bear an eſpecial 


antipathy, it muſt be a deep read, plodding, ſpecial 


pleader; nor is the ſophiſter behindhand in his 
averſion to them; however, I thought, whilſt I re- 


| tained my occupation in the profeſſion, the cloſeſt 
attention thereto was not only a moral, but a reli- 
gious and indiſpenſable duty; wherefore, as I ever 


was a moſt early riſer in the morning, ſome hours 


before many of the men of buſineſs in this kingdom 


waſted an evening in the way that numbers of them 
do, ſo that in general, I laboured about fourteen 
hours, ſometimes fifteen, of the four and twenty, I 
determined with myſelf that after nine or ten at 
fartheſt in the forenoon, I would not pay any fur- 
ther court to the muſes; but, alas! I found I had 


undertaken what I could not execute; an unfiniſh- 
ed thought when I broke off intruded on me whilſt 


|] walked the ſtreets, ſo that I have often ſlipped 
into ſhops and entries, and ſcribbled for mi- 


nutes; on which account, I was actually, in the 
laſt war, ſeized in the Caſtle-yard by a centinel | 
as a ſpy, and brought to the guard-room, to the 


high entertainment of all who heard of it: And 


many are the accidents my limbs have met with 


when in this muſing mood. 


Wherefore, had it not been for this talent for 
poetry, which, wherever 1 it . however infe- 
rior 


v R E A F. * 


rior it may be, is undoubtedly inborn, and there- 
fore hard to be ſuppreſſed, I might have been worth 
many thouſands more than I have been ever poſ- 
ſeſſed of; for I moſt ſolemnly declare, that at any 
time of my life, I had far more pleaſure in com- 
poſing a ſingle line of verſification to my ſatisfac- 
tion, than in any pecuniary earning whatever; be- 
ſides, to my certain knowlege, not only a deal of 
buſineſs had on this account been withheld from 
me, but alſo removed from my management, from 
an apprehenſion or conception, (and I cannot but 
admit it to be juſt in the general,) that a man of 
profeſſion Who has a taſte for polite literature, or 
the BzLLEs LET T RES, and indulges it, can never 
be that drudge to any ſerious, ſolid buſineſs, which 
it moſt certainly requires him to be, eſpecially if he 
- publiſhes ; that is, in plain terms, that he is a man 
of millions, who can be a poet, and at the ſame 
time an able lawyer, phyſician or divine ; which 
brings thoſe lines of MARTIAL to my memory : 


6 Pr 3 1 dum te modo rhetora fingis, 255 
« Et non decernis Taure, quid eſſe velis, | 
1 Peleos et Priami tranſit vel Neſtoris ætas, 
Et ſerum fuerit jam tibi deſinere, | 
« Eja age, rumpe moras quo te ſpectabimus uſque, 
2-4 BB * Dum quid ſis dubitas, j Jam pates eſſe nihil. 


71 0 « Sometimgs: a lawyer, ſometimes e a Arise 

ce You ſay you'll be, yet neither are; in fine, 

Before you fix your choice you loſe an age, 

Fit to retire, before you mount the ſtage ; 

Three bithops are gone off within the year, 

* If you have any ſoul you'll now appear; 

Or elſe there's ſo much buſineſs in the laws, 

A poſt, if rob'd could never want a cauſe; 

« Rouſe then at length ! reſolve on ſome td ſtation! 
« "T's time you eaſe" to be annihilation,” 


xvi FOE ACE. 1 
An office ſuits not with a poet's brain, 
Or ſcenes of buſineſs with the Muſe's train ; 


« Wrapt in wild extacy, ſhe wings her way, 5 
. + Spurns at the croud, and ſtruggles into day.” Wrwxe. 
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So that, I would ſtrongly recommend it to all 
young men who have this taſte, yet wiſh to proſ- 
per in any ſerious profeſſion to which they have 

been bred, to cruſh it in the ſhell; for to have any 

degree of excellence in both, he muſt be a pheno- 
 menon and ſhould he be deficient in either, he 
may loſe his credit in both, or make as bad an ex- 
change as the Hero in HoMER, who gave his 
golden for a brazen armour; or as did the dog in 
the fable, that quitted the ſubſtance in purſuit of ß 
the ſhadow : For imagination is but an inferior © 
Power of the underſtanding, reaſon being as far 
above it in dignity, as it is in uſe; and the ability 
of ſaving the life of an accuſed innocent, of pro- 
tecting an unjuſtly attacked property, or recovering 
that which had been tortiouſly withheld or taken, 
are powers of far more ſolid uſe and real value to 
| fociety, than the richeſt fancy that ever flowed from 
the banks of the Helicon; yet perverted, no leſs 
miſchievous; Nor are abilities in the two other 
profeſſions leſs valuable; which reminds me of what 
 ArcHiDamus king of Sparta ſaid to a phyſician 
who perſiſted in making verſes, without any ſuc- 
ot wonder,“ faid he, * that you ſhould ra- 


ether chooſe to be counted a bad poet, than a good 
$8 phyſician.” - 
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Nay, in theſe worldly, fapient | times, the very 
bound, Poet, carries contempt in it; and with ſuch 
8 ä 1 


—— — 
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it 16 treated by even the 3 mak in ſociety, 
let the character of the perſon be worthy as it may: 
And then outdoing is fo cloſe upon reproaching, as 
every thing that ſhineth in ſome degree tarniſhes 


whatever is near it; and fo few can bear ſuperiority | 
in others, that it ſeldom fails of mecting envy — 
hatred vith affected contempt. 


| When with much pains this much- -priz 4 fume | is got, 
Tis an affront to thoſe who have it not, 
In ſome it cauſes hate, in others fear, 
Inſtructs our foes to rail, our friends to ſneer; 
With prudent haſte, the worldly-minded fool 
Forgets the little which he learn'd at ſchool ; 
The elder brother to vaſt fortunes born, 
Looks on all ſcience with an eye of ſcorn. 
| Dependant brethren the ſame features wear, 
And younger ſons are ſtupid as the heir. 
In ſenates, at the bar, in church and ſtate, 
Genius i is vile, and learning out of date. 1 CHURCHILL. 


N The caſe is pretty much the ſame with profeſſed 


humouriſts and jokers; for any talent this way, when 


indulged, begets ſuch a love of company, as de- 


ſtroys all ſerious attention, and will take from the 
dignity of the . e 80 from the ſame 


Ma RTIAL, 
: Belius homo et magnus vis idem Corr a videri : 
Sed qui bellus homo eſt Corr a, puſillus homo eſt. 


Corr, thou wouldft appear in Wiſdom's Guiſe, 
But the deſign proclaugs thee otherwiſe. 


Whezdore, allo, a reputation for this talent, is s but 
a bad exchange for the character of wiſdom. 


[mmeditely after I had publiſhed my gien oP 
Tamon, I began the tragedy of the FemaLs 
ATAMBSTER; 


xvii PREFACE. 


Games TER, which I publiſhed in the year 1948: * 
and on which alſo, I had letters from ſeveral, not 
only in this kingdom, but in England, with' the 
moit flattering compliments; all which have made 
me ample amends, as well for any of the malig- 
nant treatment which authors uſyally receive from 
thoſe whoſe envy ſhew their inferiority, as for the 
time I have beſtowed on my performances; but 
let them enjoy their malevolence with their loſs, 
like thofe who having been deprived of any corpo- 
ral beauty or abilities, too often hate all thoſe who 
_ poſſeſs them. The praiſe of the diſtinguiſhed few, is 
preferable to the applauſe of the undiſcerning millions. 


However, very fortunately, before this paſſion 
for dramatic writing had poſſeſſed me ſo abund- 
antly, I had publiſhed; in four large octavo vo- 
lumes, the Law AND Equity SIDE of THE Ex- 
CHEQUER here; the latter of which hath been in- 
troduced in the houſe of lords of Great Britain, 
eſpecially in the caſe of lord IXxHñAM and LuT- 
TREL, as the printed appeal will evince; and had 
nearly collected materials for my TaZA TSE or 
THE FXCHEQUER AND REVENUE or IRELAND, 
which have been fince reduced into two quarto vo- 
lumes in print; for whoſe reputation, I appeal to 
all the courts. * I had alfo collected moſt of the 
materials for the firſt volume of the Cyancerxy 
P8ACTICE; , and I afterwards 1 the 
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* And I TOES now collected materials fas 2 third; but 3 5 
not, for the reaſons herein after mentioned, time to adjuſt them. 
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WY There have been ſeveral 8 ts; in the practice of 
| the above courts, and new rules made, ſince the aforeſaid Trea- 


tiſes 


r 
r 


PI N B F N G E 


Cas Es ON THE Pop ERY Laws, which have alſo 


been produced in that fame higheſt court of judi- 


cature, and for which had a moſt honourable ac- 


knowledgment from that one of the firſt of Judges; 
the lord CAMD EN, in a letter to me from his no- 


ble and moſt worthy friend, our chancellor here, as 


J had from ſeveral others of. diſtinguiſhed judg- 
ment; but the late act for relaxing of thoſe laws, 
which ſhortly after paſſed, has cauſed many of them 


to remain on hands, which, with the ſecond volume 
of the CHanceryY PracTic, | publiſhed in my 
| ſixtieth year; and in my ſixty fifth and ſixty-ſixth 
years, that moſt laborious and expenſive work in 


two quarto volumes, the firſt, an Abſtract of all the 
Engliſh, Britiſh, and Iriſh ſtatute laws, relating to 
the revenue of Ireland, with notes and readings on 


ſeveral thereof, with many choice and ſpecial pre- 
cedents, without which, the confuſion from the 
multiplicity of theſe taws ſince the publication 


thereof by Mr. FLEMinG, upwards now of forty 


years, would at this day have been inſurmountable ; 
the ſecond, a Collection of ſeveral Britiſh and 
Triſh ſtatutes, from the ſeveral ſtatutes relating to 
| the trade and revenue of Ireland, in the ſeſſions 
of 1779 and 1780, alſo, with Obſervations there- 
on, and ſeveral various ſpecial precedents, this laſt, 
at the inſtance of the board of commiſſioners; ſo 
that theſe and the other before mentioned works, 
with the Law Grievances, | in a thin octavo volume, 


make 


tiſes were printed, which i it would be wall if the officers of the 
reſpective courts would collect and publiſh, with correQions alſo 
of ſuch miſtakes as 1 may perhaps have committed in any ef 

them. 
country in the world, where but one man hath eſſayed a work of 


T ſhould be ſorry it could be ſaid, that this is the only 


this ſort. 


—— 
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make no leſs than twelve volumes, relating to law, 
equity and revenue; in the publication of which, 
notwithſtanding their general utility hath (I believe 
I may venture to ſay) been eftabliſhed, yet I have 
loſt ſeveral hundreds by them, and if my time be 
taken into the account, I may alfo fay ſome thou- 
fands. * It would grieve me not a x little, were this 


my 


This may ſeem odd 1 to N ; ho: a certain late Ist man, 
and of high ſtation in the law, who had perufed my Treatiſes of 
the Law 280 Equity Sides of the Exchequer in the manuſcript, by 
which they were not a little improved, upon my mentioning my 
intention of publiſhing them, moſt fully appriſed me of the trou- 
bled ſea on which, after all my time and labour in compiling the 
original work, I was about to embark; and which I have as 
fully ſince experienced: The heavy expence thereof, the trou- 

ble, and the confidered, and as ſuch treated, meanneſs of ſolicit- 
ing ſubſcriptions, with the various diſappointments therein; the 

few in this kingdom, who (as that great man alſo ſaid) read 
much, or, from their finances or mode of living, can afford to 
| Purchaſe books; the ſelfiſnneſs and too often moſt unworthy 

treatment of authors, by the herd of printers and ſtationers, 1 
but only ſay too often, as I have met with quite a different treat- 
ment from ſome of the trade; the inexpreſſible anxiety in at- 
tending the preſs through the progreſs of the impreſſion ; (and 
here I think it is incumbent on me to declare my obligations hi- 
therto, not only to the Printer hereof, but to Mr. Rich ARD 
Lewis, the corrector of the preſs, for their ingenuity, care and 
attention therein, whilft I was abſorpt in buſineſs ;) and then, be- 
ſides, it was conceived by ſeveral, members of the profeſſion i m 
the different departments thereof, that I had made too free with 
them in ſome of my prefaces ; and laſtly, the envy, not always 
unattended with malignity, with which the birth of any produc- 
tion of the leaſt merit is to encounter, may warrant well unfor- 


tunate authors with the man of UZ to fay, O that mine nomy. 
© had written a book!“ 


Accontiagly, wy aforeſaid firſt produétions lay on my KEN 
until they became an incumbrance to my houſe, having unluckily 
cauſed 
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my luckleſs caſe, to be that alſo of all ſuch, whoſe 
zeal for the ſervice of the public, ſhould lead them : 
to exceed the duty of their offices. | 


As to the little odes and idyls which I bite ven- 
| wid to publiſh, I ſhould never have done it, had 
not ſeveral of my friends, of whoſe judgment and 
integrity I had the higheſt opinion, perſuaded me 
to it; ſome of them written ſo early as during my 
apprenticeſhip, when I was very young; but the 
moſt of them ſeveral years afterwards, when I had 
the honour of being one of a club, ſeveral of whom 
might have had credit in the age of an AuGusTvs. 
We dined together once at leaſt in every week, 
when every faculty and power being in exerciſe, 
ſome productions from thence, for the next meet- 
ing were generally the conſequence, which, if ap- 


veral of this ſort of extempore productions (for ſo 
I may term them) I was one of the compoſers z and ; 
= ſome of them are e publiſhed herewith, 5 


In the year 1757, dining one day with the late 
Mr. BRIis row, then one of the commiſſioners of the 
revenue, and others, ſhortly after Eſſex- Bridge had 
been finiſhed, at the then noted chop-houſe called 
ſots-hole adjoining thereto, in the paſſage leading 
from the Bridge to Eſſex-Street, and lamenting the 
narrowneſs and * of that paſſage, and be- 


ing 


3 to bs —_—_ no les than two hong ſets of the faid 
two firſt of my Treatiſes; ſo that I ſold the large remainder of the 
impreſſion thereof, for, I may fay, next to nothing; and yet, by 
ambition and the thirſt of fame impelled, I have till bd 
theſe labours. 


„ 


proved of, were ſent to the public papers. Of ſe- 


wt told that ſome of the houſes thaw had been 


preſented as nuiſances, it was conceived that 1 


ſhould inſtantly apply to, and treat with the propri- 
etors for a ſufficient number of feet in depth to the 
front, ſo that the new houſes to be built might 
range in a line with the walls of the bridge, and 
having ſucceeded, Mr. BRis row advanced the mo- 
ney, which he got from Parliament afterwards, and 


I drew up the heads of a bill, to widen not only that 


paſſage, but alſo all other narrow paſſages in the city 


which needed it; which having been paſſed into a 


pointed; and, accordingly, the preſent gr ad pale 


ſage to the ſeat of government was made, and parts 
of Eſſex and Dame-Streets were ' widened. 


But while I was proceeding on this buſineſs and 


the time had come for the ſeveral inhabitants to re- 


move from their houſes, ſome who were lodgers or 


room- Keepers only, and had not by the act a mo- 


ment to continue their poſſeſſion, after the money ad- 
judged to their landlords had been paid to, and the 
deeds of conveyance executed by them, having con- 
ceived that they had a right to continue their poſſeſſion 


fix months after, and this having come to my know- 


lege on a Saturday, and that no leſs than fourteen 
bills for injunctions would be on the file before the 
"Tueſday following, when the work was to begin, 
and knowing well the prodigious delay ſuch ſuits 
would produce, I immediately directed the under- 
| taker I had employed, to have as many workmen 
and labourers as he could get, (as numbers had 

been engaged) ready with ladders and other tools 


and 


law, I was appointed the ſole conductor and mar, 
nager thereof, under the commiſſioners thereby ap- | 
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And inſtruments, on a moment's warning, but with 
= as much ſecrecy as poſſible, to unroof the ſeveral 
= houſes of thoſe who were to file thoſe bills, and, 
= Accordingly, a great number of them began ſome 
= hours before it was day; and by eight o'clock in the 
morning, the ſlates were totally ſtripped off, and 
| ſeveral of the inhabitants, men, women and chil- 
dren, had run directly from their beds into the 
ſtreets; ſome of them, in their fright, conceiving (it 
being then war time) that the city had been taken | 
by ſtorm; whereupon, inſtead of injunctions, bills | 
of indictment were talked of; but I heard no more 

of the matter, ſave that, for ſome time, it afforded 5 
excellent ſport to the city. 


— UT 


 Ininiediately after this, the then Ae governor, 
the earl, afterwards duke of Nor THUMBERLAND, 
who in greatneſs of ſoul is exceeded by none, 
ſent to me to attend him with the ſeveral ſurveys 
- which had been taken of the paſſages; and when I 
brought them to him, having aſked me (as it had 
been found it was not poſſible to carry on the 
aforeſaid paſſage in a direct line with any entrance 
into the Caſtle-yard, without deſtroying a conſider- 
able part of the buildings therein, which could not 
be ſpared) if I had thought of any object as a ter- 
& mination for the new ſtreet? I told his excellency, 
= that a new chapel for government had been thought 
= of, with a high cupola; but as the merchants of 
Dublin had not any place to tranſact their public 
buſineſs in, ſave a coffee-houſe, and the open 
ſtreet, that an exchange would be moſt ac- 
= ceptable to them: He quickly adopted the idea, 
and never quitted the Purſuit, until he got the 
. * 0 ground. 


1 
N 
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ground for it, and a charter of incorporation from 
his majeſty, as appears by ſeveral letters I received 
from his lordſhip after he returned to England, and 

had been created a duke; and lord viſcount 


goon his ſucceſſor, laid the firſt ſtone 
of it. 


Nov, for all my ingenuity, labour and time in 
this, I may with ſafety ſay, if I did not loſe, I ne- 
ver gained a ſhilling ; for an aſſociation (to give it 
the mildeſt term) having been entered into by ſe- 
veral perſons, to purchaſe the grounds at a low rate, 
and I being informed of this, and regarding the 
truſt repoſed in me, and the advantage of the pub- 
lick, more than my intereſt, I not only bid myſelf, 
but got others to bid on me, until I raifed the 
ground from 25 to 355. and ſome of it more a foot, 
and from 21 to 25 years purchaſe ; and afterwards 
gave up three feet of the ground 1 had purchaſed 
at the corner of Eſſex- ſtreet, for the new build- 
ings, which were to have been ranged with 
the cuſtom houſe, to the great diſadvantage of 
the two houſes I afterwards built there, without ex- 
acting a ſhilling. I ſubmitted it to the commiſh- 


And on "the nel ſettling of my 7. accounts, of 
many thouſands of pounds, a reſolution was made 
by the committee, who were appointed by the houſe MW 
of commons for the purpoſe, on the 13th of Fe- | 
br uary , 1762, in which I am mentioned in ſuch a 
way, as muſt ever give me the higheſt ſatisfaction 
as muſt alſo ay previous reſolution of the 16th f 
Jaouary, 17 by the commiſſioners appointed by 
Parliament, 


. _ "_ 


—— ———— 8 


2 
F * 


* 


gaben as to my. BEGS condug in that bu- 


ſineſs. 


And WN after theſe my ſervices, the freedom 
of the guild of merchants was granted me, which 
was followed by that of the city, without my know- 


ing the leaſt of the matter, until preſented to me in 
the following words: I 


M E M O R A N D U M, 
"That at M1CHAELMAS Aszrnoz, | 
COTTON. 
GORGES EDMOND HOWARD, ESQ. 


MERCHANT, 

Was ADMITTED to the 
FRANCHISES and LIBERTIES 
ES PAN Of the G1 of | 15 

D BELT: N. 


BY OCE ESPECIAL GRATIS; 


And the rather for his Endeavour to obtain | 
tA N EXCHA N G E: 


"Aa accordingly took the Oaths, and 
WAS ADMITTED. | 


OE IN TESTIMONY, 


p 


| The SEAL of the THOLSEL Orrice i is hereunto affixed, 0 


And the ſame is ſigned by the Town CLERK thereof, 
HO OWNS 22D OCT, 1766, | 
| HB E N R * G © N N E. 
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Had the exchange been built ten yards back, witſr 
the old ſtatue of king GEORGE I. which ſtood on Ef- 
ſex bridge in the front, as I wiſhed it to be, and la- 
boured all I could to have effected, and which jea- 
louſy only fruſtrated, it would not only have pre- 
vented any qiſagreeable appearance which at pre- 
ſent attends it, and which I foreſaw, ſuch as its be- 
ing crowded upon Parliament: ſtreet, that, at a very 
little diſtance, there ſeems not the leaſt ſpace be- 
tween them, as alſo, that it is not facing Parlia- 
ment ſtreet, &c. &c. but would have greatly em- 
belliſhed the city, as a termination to one of the 
longeſt public ſtreets therein. = 


1 allo wiſhed to have the duke of Nox r Hu- 
BERLAND's buſt, who got the ground and charter 
for this exchange, and moſt generouſly beſtowed a 

very fine white marble pedeſtrial ſtatue for the or- 
nament thereof, placed in its hall, and did all I 
could for the purpoſe; and having conceived the 
exchange committee had determined it, I wrote 
two ſeveral inſcriptions for their choice, which 
are in the volume of my poetical productions; 
but what has prevented this return to his grace, 


if they intended th is a myſtery I could never un- 
ravel. 


Another matter in my life's courſe, by which 1 
have received ſome credit was this; in collecting the | 
materials for my Law and Equity TraQts, and the 
; Procynangs of the courts, and, from my own ex- 
tenſive experience, I had ample opportunity of ob- 
- ſerving the ſeveral defects and grievances therein; 
and as I proc ceeded, [ ſelected, and at length 
. 1 5 PR 
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publiſhed them in a {mall ed, printed by 

Mr. Ol tvER Nerson in Skinner row, in the 
year 1763, ſeveral of which J afterwards reduced 
into heads of a bill for the amendment of the 

laws, Nc. 


Of theſe, I made ſeveral copies at my own ex- 
pence, and gave them to ſevetal of the members; 
they were much approved of by numbers, and 
paſſed the two houſes; but ſome who held offices 
and employ ments in feverat departments in the 
law, conceiving their emoluments might thereby 
be prejudiced, oppoſed them in the council, as a 
certain great man (of whoſe veracity there can be 
no doubt) told me, unlefs they were reimburſed by 
the publick, who, they conceived, were better able 
to do fo, than they as individuals ſhould ſuffer ; 
and it being then too late to apply further, there 
was an end of the bill for that time. But the ſame 
great man alſo told me, that ſeveral matters, con- 
tained in thoſe heads of a bill, were in the power 
of the judges to rectify; and ſome of them were 
accordingly reEtified, and a few others afterwards 
brought | in as clauſes in other bills.“ There was 
alſo in thoſe heads of a bill which were ſo rejected, 
2 2 clauſe for ee the admiſhon and er = 
2 of oy 
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CAULFIELD did me the honour to take me by the hand in the 
hall of the Four Courts, and had me inſtantly tworn an attorney 
of the court of King's-Bench where he preſided, without any of 
che uſual preliminary requiſites upon ſuch occaſions; and wit 
2 expreſſions I ſhould bluſh to mention. As did allo lord T0 
= juſtice AsTox, of the court of Common Pleas, in the ſame many 
ner, and wigh |: li ke honograble declarations, an d without any . 
pence, 


Upon cheſe my 1 ins, the late loig hier juſtice 85 
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of attornies; but with the moſt indefatienble pains | 
and perſeverance, I was afterwards the means of Fob- 


taining a moſt effectual law for the purpoſe. ; 


Immediately. after this, at Nverel mesüngs . 
moſt of the principal attornies in this kingdom, Who, 
ſome years before, had done me the honour to ap- 
point me the preſident of the profeſſion, all the de- 
lays, defects and grievances in the practice and 
proceedings of the ſeveral courts, which had oc- 
curred to them during the courſe of their experi- 
ence, were collected and digeſted, (ſeveral of which 
are in the ſecond volume of my. Chancery Practice) 
and a memorial, to have them corrected. and re- 
dreſſed, was preſented to ſeveral of the judges, who 
ſeemed to approve of it highly, yet but little has 
been done therein however, if the aforeſaid act be 
properly purſued, and with firmneſs executed, this 
profeſſion, inſtead of being, as has been too often i in 
many of its members, a peſt and ſcourge to ſoci- 
ety, and from thence contempt induced on the 
whole, (which 1 is not a little impolitic in its employ- 
ers, as it hardens the wicked, and diſheartens or 
renders careleſs the good ; beſides, they are an in- 
Rrument which cannot be diſpenſed with) will, in a 
few years, unleſs the diſpenſing power the judges 
have by the act be too indulgently exerciſed, (which 
cannot be ſuppoſed of any perſon of virtue, ho- 
neſty, or regard to the publick, or himſelf and his 
poſterity) be a very valuable advantage thereto, and 
its members be as well conſidered and received in 


ſociety, as any other gentlemen whatever, which 
bath not been the caſe. 


Nor 
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Nor is this treatment of them, in truth, to be 
wondered at, for even their appearances are not, 


in the general, the moſt graceful: The birth, edu- 
cation, Ocupation, mode of life and connexions 
therefrom, affix a certain caſt or ſet to the features, 
and an air to the whole outward: man, by which 
= his calling or profeſſion in life, may, in, the general, 
= be calily diſtinguiſhed, as they: do alſa mould his 

mind; both which are hardly ever vincible; ſave on- 
ly, that if theſe qualities happen to be in one of very 
low degree, fu the tranſition thenee, and to which 


they not a little contribute, upon any advantageaus 


change of fortune, is as generally, to a pragmati- 
_ cal, ſaucy priggiſnneſs, with an inſufferable pert- 
nels or inſolence, enough from ſuch a character, to 
provoke the philoſophy-of. 3 Sock aTEs, notwith- 
ſtanding, perhaps a former moſt abject ſervility to 


all, even to thoſe, who, . notwithſtanding. all the 
efforts of theſe little people to conciliate their coun- 
tenance, too often (it is feared) at the expence of 
others, hold them (nor in this reſpect unjuſtly) none 


more cheaply; which led that maſterly painter of the 


human mind, thus to portray this philoſophical the- 
{is on phyſiognomy or appearances, in his moral 


eſſays, where a man had- ſeveral ſons, bred in 1 ſeve- 


ral different occupations : 


Fon ftruts 4 ſoldier, open, bold and brave ; ; 
WII I fneaks a ſcrivener, &c. . Por E, 


$1 that here the want of education is manifeſt, 


Adde quod ingenuas didiciſſe fideliter : yes, TOY, 
| Emollit mores, nec ſinit eſſe feros 7 Ovid. 


. To learn with h plexfng toll each liberal art. 


e 


* Of which I have in my time known many, ſuch as common 
ſootmen ard others, not only of the meaneſt, but moſt worthlets 
in ſociety, 


80 this might correct them in ſeveral reſpects, 
pech as to thoſe incautious affirmations or af- 
ſurances, of which, not only too many of them, but 
in truth, ſome alſo of thoſe of an higher rank in the 
profeſſion, are too laviſh, yet think. of no more: * 
But, ſure, it cannot be conetived, that either zeal for 
a client, (or, ſuppoſe, to win others,) or the hurry of 
| buſineſs, thoſe common pleas of excuſe, could juſti- 
fy that vice, of all the moſt deteſtable, (ſhould it be 
the caſe) a deficience of veracity, a sUppREss10 
VERI, or A SUGGESTIO FALSI j and this perhaps 
to the injury of the right of another; or that a habit 
of it may, (as ſome would inſinuate) be confined. 
only to the proceedings of the profeſſion ?—lt not 
only forfeits the character of a gentleman, but is 


beneath the dignity of a man. To conclude then 
on this topick, 


| Suſpicione {i quis errabit ſua 
Et rapiet ad ſe quod eſt commune omnium, == 
Stulte nudabit animi conſcientiam, _ _ Przps. 


Thus tranſlated, 


If any beuge ſhall, from a epaſcions ied.” 
Conceive from aught here ſaid, that he's deſign' d, 
Straight muſt the cap on the dolt's temples fall, 
Whilſt he proclaims himſelf a principal, 


I now come to another field of my life, in 12 
allo [ have ſeverely as unjuſtly ſuffered, Poliicks N 
Nor 
F There are about fit of this a claſs of the 6; in 


one of the departments of our legiſlature at preſent: A profeſſi 
on, whoſe members, if qualified as it requires, are of all in ſoci- 
_ ety, the moſt capable of ferving it and their country ; if other- 

wiſe, dangerous ; yet, this I think will not be denied, that their 

mode of education and paths to preferment have been, for ſome 
years paſt, a good deal different from what they formerly were, ſo 
that one might ve induced to think that inſpiration had not ceaſed. 
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Nor ſhould I here have mentioned this, but as a leſ- 
ſon to. thoſe whom I wiſh well, that have an 


itch for political ſcribbling, without that com- 


mand of temper, as requiſite, as it is uncommon 
thereto. In the year 1743, I was appointed to a 


ſmall employment, ſolicitor for the king's rents, at 
20l. a year ſalary; which, although of no ſmall con- 


ſequence, yet had been ſo neglected by my prede- 
ceſſors therein, that -many thouſands were loſt to 


the crown and publick. I ſaw this very quickly ; : 


and laboured inceſſantly, until I made myſelf maſ- 
ter of the buſineſs of my office; when afterwards in 


the year 1747, in the Adenin don of the earl of 
HARRINGTON, it having appeared, that the whole 


revenue of this kingdom had been in a very re- 
laxed ſtate for ſeveral years, orders were iſſued by 
government to officers in different departments, to 
make returns of the ſtate and condition of ſeveral 
branches of the revenue, and the cauſe of their de- 

cline; accordingly returns were made; but ſome 
of them not being ſatisfactory, and theſe | in very 


material departments, lord JoceLyNn, then lord 
chancellor, (which ſtation he filled with the higheſt 
reputation) having ſeen ſome of my manuſcript col- 


lections relating to the revenue of this kingdom, fo 


far as I had then proceeded, his lordſhip, as alſo 


Mr. B&1AN, then one of the commiſſioners thereof, 


and afterwards in the ſame ſituation in England, 


and in much repute for his knowlege therein, and , 


who, for the reaſons I have mentioned, had been 
ſent hither by the miniſtry of England, having re- 


preſented me to government as a perſon fit to un- 
dertake a conſiderable part of the aforeſaid work, 1. 
was accordingly employed, and | in above ſix months 

compleated 
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compleated it, for which I was rewarded gene- 
rouſſy ; and for my diligence in this office, was af- 
terwards, unſought for by me, in about four years 
appointed to the three ſeveral diſtinct offices, one 
after another, of ſolicitor for the caſual revenue, 
dclerk of the informations in Dublin port, and ſo- 
licitor for the forfeited: eſtates, with the moſt flatter- 
ing eulogies for my ſervices as the ſeveral minute 
books of the board of me at the _ 
tive times will evince. 
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In conſequence of this, in the year 17 5 3. when 
the great queſtion aroſe, as to the previous con- 
* ſent of the crown, being or not being neceſſary 
£ to the application by Parliament, of part of the 
* redundancy then in treaſury, to the diſcharge of 
* { much of the national debt,” ſome days before 
it came on, the then attorney general having be- 
fore ſeen the manuſcript of my Treatiſe of the Ex- 
chequer and Revenue of Ireland, (which has been 
ſince publiſhed in two quarto volumes, and con- 
tains the conſtitution, of this kingdom) deſired I 
might bring it to a perſon high in office; Idid fo; 
and ſhortly after, I was again ſent. for, and directed 
to publiſh in a pamphlet, ſome pages thereof, 
which were marked for the purpoſe, in order 
only to explain the queſtion, which I did under 
the title of A ſhort Account of fuch Parts of his Ma- 
Jefty's Hereditary Revenue in the Kingdom of Ireland, 
as are eee and of his private tate 
therein. 
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And as it contained a tolerable futiafiftory « ac- 
count of his majeſty? s ſaid hereditary revenue, its 
inſtitution 


A 


> 
2 
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inſtitution. and produce, on which the then queſtion 
was converſant, it paſſed immediately through a ſe- 
cond edition, and I know a guinea was given for 


one of them 175 a ſecretary many years after- 


wards. 


And now „ pamphlets on both. ſides ſprung up 


every day; ſome of them by perſons the moſt ca- 


pable of writing on the ſubject in the kingdom in 
thoſe days, and I was immediately dubbed a mer- 


cenary court ſcribbler, although I had made no al- 


terations in that which TI had written long before, 
nor any additions thereto, ſave ſome obſervations 
on the queſtion then in conteſt, which I having en- 


tered into with warmth, a paper warfare began, 


and a terrible; time I had of it: I had nearly two 


duels on my hands, which were happily prevented; 
happily I ſay, however ill I had been treated, (for 


it is a dreadful iſſue, even to the braveſt, who have 
any ſenſe of religion, or regard to the laws of ſoci- 


_ ety) many of my acquaintances, and ſome of my 


friends became my enemies, and although they af- 
terwards changed ſides, yet they retained their ill 
will towards me; and fo violent were the mob in- 
flamed againſt me, by theſe furious, popular wri- 
ters, that a party of them would have taken my 


life one night near my own houſe, had not I and 


my ſervant been luckily well armed. 


And here 1 cannot now avoid . that in 
politicks as in religion, they, who are eſtabliſned, ei- 
ther from a conſciouſneſs of their being in the right, 
or being too aſſured of their ſecurity, are not near 
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ſo attentive, wary and active, as thoſe who from 
faction oppoſe, or being out would fain be i in. 


The zeal of fachion ceaſelef 3 keeps, 
Whilſt heedleſs ſurety undiſturbed lleeps. 


Having alſo, in the courſe of a few years before 
the aforeſaid period, done many other conſiderable 
_ ſervices, and brought in many thouſands more 

to the revenue, and conceiving that the time of 


thoſe my aforeſaid ſufferings, was moſt ſeaſona- 


ble to apply to them for an encreaſe or addition to 
the emoluments of my offices, which were exceed- 


ing ſmall, and had injured me greatly by the time 


they engroiled from the far more beneficial buſineſs 


of my profeſſion at large, I accordingly preſented a 
memorial to the purpoſe, to his excellency the then 
chief governor, who having immediately referred 
it te the commiſſioners of the revenue, for their re- 


port as to the facts it contained, they accordingly, 
after having made a very ſtrict examination into 


my conduct in my ſeveral employ ments, and got 
authenticated from ſeveral public offices, the many 
ſervices I had performed, they, on the goth of 
March, 1754, enumerated them in a very particu- 
lar manner to his excellency, by which it appeared, 


that, by my moſt laborious reſearches and indefati- 


gable activity, I had brought in many thouſands, 
in one of my departments, to wit, in my office as 
ſolicitor for the king's rents, ſeventeen thouſand and 
upwards, which had been long before the right of 
the crown, but which might otherwiſe have never 
been acquired; beſides ſecuring the rents for the 


future ; and that the profits of my ſeveral offices 


were, 
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PREFACE. _: 


were, in the whole, extreainly poor, and concluded 
with ſaying, that my merit was great: as by the ſaid 
report in the minute book of the commiſſioners, 


and in the ſecretary's office in the caſtle, may more 


fully appear. 


For all this, it was ſettled I was to get three hun- 
dred pounds a year addition to my then four em- 
ployments, the very poundage of which would 


have amounted to more; but alas! a coalition of 


the then contending parties having been in agita- 
tion, and J having, by my zealous writings on the 
fide I eſpouſed, much offended the oppoſite one, it 
was made a point that I ſhould not be rewarded ar 


all; however, not too much to trouble my readers, 


it was at length ſignified to me, that I ſhould get 
one. hundred a year, with a requeſt from my pa- 
tron, as worthy a governor as ever adminiſtered 
here, to be ſatisfied for the preſent; at the ſame 
time, aſſuring me, that it ſnould he ſoon made up 


to the ſum I was promiſed ; but he was quickly af- 
ter recalled, and not having afterwards the influence 
he had, I never heard more of the matter. 


This fo affected me, that I reſolved never more 
to interfere with matters of politicks; and, accord- 


ingly, for ſeveral years after, I purſued the buſineſs 


of my profeſſion with redoubled diligence, which, 
with the addition of the great fatigue I underwent 


in opening the paſſages, and that laborious work, 


© the aforeſaid Treatiſe of the Exchequer and Reve- 


nue of Ireland, together with many other ſevere la- 
bours, lots a on me the fit of ſickneſs I have be- 


fore 
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and ſettling the good government of the kingdom, 


Was 


fore mentioned: But at length, in about thirteei 


years after, very many and great inconveniencies 


having ariſen from the power which the lords juſ- 


tices, who had been from time to time, for a long 
ſeries of years, appointed here in the viceroy's ab- 


ſence, had aſſumed, or rather created and eſtabliſh- 


ed, that even the common neceſſary buſineſs of 
the nation in the houſe of commons could not, 


without the concurrence of a junto here, (for ſuch 
there conſtantly was) or, if they choſe to oppoſe it, 


be effected; fo that by turning the artillery of go- 
vernment againſt themſelves, which was the caſe in 
the diſtribution of employments, a viceroy here, 
as lord CHEsTERFtELD uſed to expreſs it, was but 


a mere figure of ſtate pageantry, an alteration was 
therefore deviſed in the arrangement of the political 
government of this kingdom, by confining future 
chief governors to reſidence during their continu- 
ance in office; and new matters of conteſt having 


thereupon ariſen, and eſpecially on the ſeveral ſub- 
jects of prorogations, PoyxinGs' law, altered and 


rejected money bills, &c. &c. and pamphlets hav- 
ing been daily publiſhed on the popular fide of the 
queſtion, I was not only ſummoned, but moſt flat- 


teringly courted, as I have written vouchers to 


ſhew, again to enter the liſts, and my weakneſs and 
vanity could not reſiſt. But all my former cam- 


paigns were but trifles to this; they laſted but for 


months at a time, whereas this continued far as 
many years. 5 


The perſon fixed on for correcting theſe abuſes, 
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W was the fitteſt for the purpoſe, perhaps in his ma- 


jeſty's dominions ; a nobleman perfectly well ac- 


and true humour, as would have made him (as 1 
have before mentioned of ſome others) a favourite 


For this great work, according to the uſual fate 


HIS, CULPATUR AR ILLIS; yet more beneficial 


== laws to this kingdom had not been obtained 1 in 0p 5 


other adminiſtration whatever. 


55 Which | have thus ventured to tranſlate: q 


Such is ; the fate, unhappy viceroys find, 

And ſuch the curſe for this high rank deſign'd ; 

That if upright, ſure envy will enſue : 
$o, cenſur'd oft, for what they dared not do. 
If grave, ſevere eſteem'd, and yet if free, 
"Tis ſtraight pronounc'd, a ſimple levity. 


R EF AGE - ank 


quainted with the world, and of ſuch brilliant wit 


in the court of an AucGusTus CæsAR, or a 
CHaRLESs II. a ſoldier and a bold one, yet of moſt 
tender feelings and equal humanity ; a ſtateſman, 
whom nothing could deter from doing what he once 
= conceived was fit to be done; and, accordingly, 
be effectually compleated the buſineſs he was. 
ſent on. 


of all in his ſituation, he was by ſome applauded 
highly, and by others cenſured; LAuDATUR A3 


0 conditiaves miſerss admiiniſtrandarum provinciarum! in qui- 
== bus diligentia plena ſimultatum eſt, negligentia vituperationum z 
E ubi ſeveritas periculoſa eſt ; liberalitas ingrata; ſermo inſidioſus; 

aſſentatio pernicioſa, frons omnium familiaris ; multorum animus - 
| iratus ; iracundiz occultæ, blanditiæ apertæ: venientes pretores 
expociants prejentibus e abeuntes deferunt. 
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Fach viſage placid, though with ſmother'd hate, 
For truth and honour ſeldom follow ſtate. 
For bounties thankleſs, yet ſtill craving more, 
And one refufal damns all grants before. 
Coming, what joy! how worſhipped whilſt they ws ; 
But how deſerted on the parting day! * 


It ſo happened, that I had the honour to | he cos 


of his favourites, and often at his hoſpitable, gene- 
rous table; where I never had the happineſs of ſit- 
ting, that the following excellent and appoſite lines 
in SHAKESPE ARE's comedy of Love's Labour Loſt, 


ddr not occur to my memory. 1 
A merrier 


At this period, (as was the caſe for years before) every pub- 
lic paper in this city, was a vehicle for the envenomed, defama- 


tory productions of a democratical faction or party; fo that the 


people, who were totally uninformed of any political buſineſs, 


fave on one fide only, (for no printer who valued his own in- 


tereſt, dared attempt to publiſh a ſyllable that might tend to un- 


deceive ; there being none to ſupport them, as they who conceive 


themſelves as eſtabliſhed, are not only as negligent, but as parſi- 


monious and cautious, as the faQtious are liberal, attentive and 
active) were in as conſtant a ſtate of deception, as of ferment and 


outrageous inſult on government and magiſtrates of every rank, 
to which their demagogues could lead them as they liſted ; ſo 


that the laws (as in ſuch caſes ever muſt be the 9 | 
were rendered almoſt totally ineffectual to the purpoſes for which 
they were framed. And thus it was, until at length ſome of the 


geniuſes I have before mentioned, influenced by the flaſhes of 


wit, and brilliancy of humour, which our then ruler every inſtant 
_ diſplayed, having engaged to ſupport a printer, publiſhed ſuch a 


paper during the reſt of his adminiſtration, ſo replete with pro- 
ductions of the ſort I have mentioned, that even the moſt bigotted 


on the oppoſite ſide, were eager to read them, and they had the 
wiſhed for effect. In London there are conſtantly papers on 
both ſides, although not always to be found together in the ſame 


coffec-houſe, which houſes are frequented e ; fo wil- 
ling is mankind in ſuch caſes to be deceived. 
Et qui vult decipi, decipiatur- | 
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2 ͤmerrier man, 

Within the limits of becoming mirth, 

I never ſpent an hour's talk withal. 

His eye begets occaſion for his wit, 
For every object that the one doth catch 
The other turns to a mirth-moving jeſt, 

Which his fair tongue (conceit's expoſitor) 

Delivers in ſuch apt and gracious words, 

That aged ears play truant at his tales, 

And younger hearers are quite raviſhed, 
| So ſweet and voluble is his diſcourſe. 


He never laughed at his own joke, which alſo 
brought to my remembrance thoſe other lines in the 
ſame comedy. 


A jeſps proſperity lies in the ear 
Of him that hears, never in the tongue 
Of him that makes i it. 


"Nor did he ever intrude into company your ap- 


poſite ſtories, (as they are termed) nor retail the 


wit of others; he wanted no reflected ligt, he was 


himſelf a luminaty. 


That he was oppoſed in every meaſure he at- 
tempted, may well be ſuppoſed; nor was ever man 


more illiberally as unjuſtly treated: So that my 


pen was, as I before mentioned, not a little em- 
ployed, as were ſeveral of others much more able, 
whom he moſt grateſully and generouſly rewarded. 


Nor was it his fault, that I did not ſhare his bounty 


equal with any; but my misfortune was, that he 


never made me any offer but in one line, which he 
meant well for me, but of which, for the reaſons 
mentioned in my Advice to a Newly- Elected 
Member of Parliament, in the third volume of 

Vol. 5 4 e theſe 
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theſe my Miſcellaneous Works, I had ackned the 
acceptance ; wherefore, and as from my zeal to ſerve 
the revenue, I had ſome years before that period 
given up almoſt all other buſineſs whatſoever, and 
therewith, I may ſafely ſay, and could this inſtant 
demonſtrate, many times the profits I ever had by 
|: my revenue employments, and had alſo by that 
zeal, my attachment to him, and many ſervices to 
government, and thereby to the publick, as ſeveral 
of his letters to me will evince, gained (which may 
x ſeem ſtrange, yet is moſt true) the malevolence of 
numbers, I importuned him to think of me other- 
q wiſe; which ſomewhat produced his diſpleaſure. 


No ſooner was this perceived by fome little flat- 

23 tering ſcribblers, who, among others, had attached 
i themſelves to him, than conceiving it might win 
5 his favour to exert their detractory talents on me, 

| and being from envy well inclined to it, accord- 

| ingly, in the ſeveral daily liberty papers, (as they 
are moſt unjuſtly called) and ſeveral other fugitive 
pieces, not only by them, but by the hirelings of 
Ii the then opponents to government, I was for a con- 
'f ſiderable time the marked out ſubje& on which to 
exerciſe their ill nature, envy and malevolence; yet 
all confined to my political and literary works; for 
my moral character was, thank Heaven! as far 
above their reach to hurt, as were the characters of 
fome of them inferior to it. But, above all, ſeve- 
ral the moſt infamous and execrable productions 
both in proſe and verſe, which the ſorry imaginati- 
ons of my adverſaries (for ſuch purpoſes moſt fer- 
tile) could deviſe or invent; among others, the alle- 
gorical 


ö 
4 
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gorical poem, called, Taz Lirz or Man, Ay Ap- 
' PEAL TO THE PUBLIC, &c. &c. a ſyllable of any 
of: which I had never ſeen till in print, were publiſh- 
ed as mine, with my narne placed to them: Nay, 
the very confidential diſcourſe at my table, my 
ſome of theſe truly Jup as-like gueſts had bee 
often kindly and hoſpitably treated, was bettnyed, 
and ſeveral of my very learned and agreeable 
friends and acquaintances, of as worthy characters 


as ever exiſted, (with whom I had unfortunately 


mixed them) expoſed, derided and abuſed in a po- 
tical fatire, falſe as ſcandalous, entitled, AN Ep1s- 
TLE To ME BY THE LATE ALben dic GEORGE 
FAULKNER, the then Fer of the Dublin 
Journal. e 


Nor did they yet reſt here, but publiſhed al 


ſatyrical epigrams, as written by me, on different 


perſons; eſpecially one on the ſaid Mr. FALK NER, 
a ſingle letter of any of which | had never ſeen or 
heard of, -until I met them in the public Papers, 
making me many enemies. 


Si natura neget, facit indignatio verſum. Juv. Sat. i. 


Thus did I ſuffer, for as much political ſcribbling | 
as would fill a tolerable volume; (nine parts in ten 
of which, I wiſh not a trace to remain on the face of 


the earth) although I could with ſafety ſay, were I 
this inſtant expiring, that I never intentionally pub- 


liſhed a line againſt the real intereſt of my country, 
or the character of any individual. I ever had a 
foul above ſuch things; nor does there live a man, 


h loves his wa its conſtitution and legal li- 
1 | d 2 „ bert y 
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berty more: 1 had no other intentions or views, 
than to explain and conciliate; but faction knows no 
greater offence: Beſides, ſeveral of them were writ- 
ten in ſuch hurry, that I have bluſhed 1 in private at 
the peruſal of them ſince. 


However, I am bold to flatter my ſelf, that 55 
of my works will live, when the ered producti- 
ons of ill- natured, envious ſcribblers, or ill-man- 
nered gibers, ſhall be as if they had never exiſted. 
And the more to torture their ſpleen, I will, on this 
occaſion, venture to boaſt, that I have from the 
courts been publicly honoured with ſuch compli- 
ments on account of my works, which have been 
quoted in my preſence, as make me ample amends 
for all this malignity of heart; and this by ſuch as are 
moſt capable of Judging. 


Diram qui commit Hydram 
Notaque fatali portenta labore ſubegit, 
Comperit invidiam ſupremo fine domari. 


Hos. Epift. lib. ii. 


Who cruſh'd the Hydra when to life renew'd, "Ih 
And monſters dire with fatal toil ſubdu'd, : ES 
Found that the monſter Envy never dies, 1 
Till low in equal death her conqueror lies. Francis. 


But now, as to the pecuniary rewards which, 
it has been ſaid, I had received for all I have 
ſo written in the political way, and ſuffered, I do 
here alſo, on all the credit that I ever had in my 
life, moſt ſolemnly declare, I never got a 
ſingle fixpence; nor had I ſuch an expectation; 
and as to my benefits by the revenue, both in ſa- 
laries and rewards for ſervices done, they are many 
degrees ſhort of thoſe which, from my zeal for the 

ſexvice 
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ſervice of the revenue, I had given up; for I made 


then above two thouſand pounds a year by my 
private employments, agencies and profeſſional bu- 
ſineſs, and for many years did not clear four hun- 
dred a year by the revenue; though, it is true, 
I might, but for the reaſons | before mentioned, 


have gained much more; and thus exchanged free- 


dom for dependance, 


In about eighteen years after the aforeſaid addi 


tional ſalary of one hundred a year had been 
granted me, having, in that interval, done many 


| further conſiderable ſervices, and brought in and 
ſaved many thouſands to the revenue of the king- 
dom, not only in the recovering of ſeveral eftates 


which had been theretofore concealed and withheld 


from the crown, and large arrears thereof; but 


in the years 177 and 179 I, in the {aid adminiſtra- 
tion of lord viſcount Tow NSHEN D, I ſucceeded in 


as important a cauſe to the revenue of this king- 
dom, as ever had ariſen: It was in the caſe 
of his majeſty againſt the lands of Benmore, & c. 
in the county of Galway, which had been depend- 
ing ſeveral years, and was thus: The perſons who 


held the eſtates of papiſts, and, after the rebellion in 
1641, had, by the commiſſioners for putting in ex- 


_ ecution the acts of ſettlement and explanation, been 


decreed innocent, having conceived that they were 
not ſubjected by the acts, to the payment of quit 


rent, refuſed it; on which a ſuit was commenced 


by the crown Gin few years after I was made ſoli- 


citor, and the matter was ſtrongly conteſted for ſe- 


veral years z but wes, the many ſearches and re- 
ſearches 
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ſearches I had made amorig the ancient records of 
the kingdom, for that laborious work, my afore- 


ſaid Treatiſe of the Exchequer and Revenue of | 


Ireland, I found in the lord treaſurer's remem- 
brancer's office of the exchequer, that, between the 


years 1670 and 1674, the matter had been moſt ſo- 


lemnly determined twice in favour of the crown; 
which ſee in vol. I. thereof, page 225, to 228, and 


vol. II. page 123; whereupon, at length, after ſuch 
a continued conteſt, on the death of a principal 


party, and my reviving the ſuit againſt the heir and 
tenants, during his excellency the earl of HAR- 
courT's adminiſtration, the crown had a further 


abſolute judgment: Now, had they ſucceeded in 
this, the conſequence muſt have been, not only the 


loſs of all this part of the quit rents, which make a 
conſiderable portion thereof, but it was intended 
alſo, to ſeek a reſtitution of all which had been paid 
before, from the beginning to the day of the deter- 
mination : So that I may with ſafety ſay, I, by my 
indefatigable labour in this, had ſaved many thou- 
ſands to the revenue; and if I added a higher rank 
of numbers to my account, I ſhould not be unjuſti- 
fied. All which ſervices, the records of the Exche- 
quer in the ſeveral] departments thereof, for his ma- 


| jeſty' 8 eſtates, rents and devenues, will ſhew. 


And afterwards, i in the ſame adminiſtration, I, by 
his excellency's directions, drew up from all the 
acts of Parliament relating to the king's revenue, 
for upwards of a century then laſt paſt, the ſeveral 
departments of the cuſtoms and exciſe, and the 
powers diſtinctly belonging to the commiſſioners 
thereof, on the intended diviſion of the then con- 


junctive 


junctive board of both, an extreme laborious work, 


and which! will venture to ſay, there were but 2 


in the kingdom could have effected. It was after- 
wards ſettled: by his majeſty's law ſervants; and is 


in vol. II. of my ſaid Treatiſe of the Exchequer and 


Revenue of Ireland. 


After all theſe public ſervices, and ſeveral others, 


which might be too tedious to mention, I applied to 
the then commiſſioners of exciſe, within whoſe de- 


partment, according to the then late diviſion of the 


board, this buſineſs was, for a gratuity ; but was 


given to underſtand, that all ſuch applications mult | 


originate with government. * Accordingly, I pre- 


ferred my memorial to his excellency, then upon 


the point of being removed, with an account of my 


faid ſervices, flattering myſelf it would not receive a 8 
moment's delay, who referred it to the commiſſioners 
to report thereon; which they accordingly did on 


the ſecond Ay of November, 1772, as follows ; 


«We think it our duty, in juſtice to the memo- 


« rialiſt, to declare, that he has ſhewn great abilities 


and application in the ſervice of the revenue; and 
« that ſince he has been ſolicitor for the forfeited 
* eſtates, lands to a very conſiderable amount have 
been detected and recoyered to the crown; par- 


„ ticularly thoſe in the counties of Roſcommon and 


“Galway, mentioned in the memorial; on which 


* account he has not received any extraordinary re- 


" compences. —How far ae ſalary annexed to his 


„ther 


* This was an alteration for the fame reaſon (among others) 


that had produced a refident chief governor ; ſo that all patro- 
nage, and every power in their board, of themſelves to reward, 
were thereby totally removed. _ | 


of them with accuracy and propriety, is humbly 


the office of ſolicitor for the forfeited eſtates has 
been of great advantage to the revenue, by the 


« ſhould receive ſome conſideration on that ac- 


| . employ ment, of ſolicitor for the revenue of Ireland; 
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other appointments, is proportioned to the time, 
and of the talents neceſſary to execute the duty 


« ſubmitted to your excellency's decifion ; But, as 


lands which have been recovered, eſpecially that 
« of Sir Joun HukLy, and has coll the memorial- 
« iſt much application, time, and perſonal fatigue, * 
* we are humbly of opinion, that the memorialiſt 


„ count; either by a permanent falary annexed to 
„the office, or by occaſional gratuities, in propor- 
tion to the value of the land recovered ; although 
* we cannot take upon us to determine in which 
© method, or to what amount, the allowance ſhould 
< be made.“ 


And thereupon the ſum of cool. was ordered i me 
in money; 100l. a year falary as ſolicitor for the | 
forfeited eſtates, there not having been any ſalary 
annexed to it before; and Jol. a year added to my 
ſalary of gol. a year, as ſolicitor for the caſual reve- 
nue : But the true conſideration of my ſervices was 
reſerved for the exalted ſpirit, benevolence and true 
generoſity of that moſt accompliſhed nobleman, the 
carl of HarcourT; Who being appriſed of my 
faithful ſervices, without any ſolicitation, or other 
application from me, or from any one on my behalf, 
but from the general accounts he ſaid he had of me, 
beſtowed on me the very important, confidential 


which 


* In one * only, the meſne profits, amounting to above 
three thouſand fix hundred pounds, had been paid into the trea- 
jul Ye | 
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which he conceived, (as he had been ſo informed) 
was well worth 1200l. a year, and more; fo that I 
then held the four ſeveral legal departments be- 
longing thereto : Yet this continued but for about 
ten months; when, as was intended, I reſigned the 
three of them I had before, to wit, ſolicitor for the 
king's rents, ſolicitor for the caſual revenue, and ſo- 
licitor for the forfeited eſtates ; but this reducing 
my income to a good deal leſs than I had before, 
two hundred a year at leaſt, the old eſtabliſhed pro- 
fits of the ſaid office, being, as I never take more, 
but little above one-half of what they were conceiv- 
ed to be; whilſt the labour of the one only, is (I 
may with ſafety ſay) three-fold all the others toge- 
ther : Having held it now above fix years, with 
hardly as many days reſt, as can be fully teſtified 
by numbers; ſo that I was obliged to relinquiſh al- 

moſt all the ſocial pleaſures of life; and may truly 
ay with the poet, 


Re Fa ” he Whats Gove talk, 
"Dies not divide the Sunday from the week, 
And makes the mew joint labourer with the day. 
. AKESPEARE'S HAMLET. 


Wherefore, his excellenay not ans gave me an 
additional falary of 100l. a year, which my prede- 
ceſſor had for his ſervices, but alſo a further additi- 
onal ſalary of the like annual ſum of 1001, and, to 
my eternal honour, it is expreſſed in his directory 
letter to the commiſſioners of the revenue for the 
purpoſe, that this his excellency's voluntary dona- 
tion, (for ſo it was) was as a teſtimony of my ſer- 
vices to the revenue and the publick ; 3 1 
Prized more than if it had been fifty thouſand, and 
not ſo attended. 


in 


xlyiii P R E F A C E. 


In England, there are no leſs than 57 different 
departments in my preſent employment, executed 
by as many different perſons; viz. in the cuſtoms, 
a ſolicitor for the London and Weſtern ports, at 300l. 
a year; for the Northern ones, at. 2 50l. a year; for 
the bonds and criminal proſecqtipns, one alſo at 

2500 a year; and one for the exciſe, at 610l. a year 
for himſelf and clerks: And yet I have, at this in- 
ſtant, as much legal and other buſineſs on my hands 
for the revenue, as any two. others of the moſt ex- 
pert and able of the profeſſion, I will venture to 


fay, could in the ordinary hours allotted for buſi- 


neſs, poſſibly execute, having had no leſs in various 


ways at a time, than two hundred ſuits to proſe- 
cute; by which, were I to be paid as I would be for 
common clients, I ſhould make three-fold at leaſt 
the yearly profits I have in this confidential and im- 
portant office; all which may be moſt fully evinced 
from the cuſtom-houſe books, in the ſeveral depart- 
ments of both cuſtom and exciſe; as in thoſe alſo 
in the ſeveral offices of the courts, but chiefly in the 
Exchequer, Equity, Law and Revenue; and the 
almoſt daily neceſſary attendance thereon in the 
courts, as alſo on the court of appeals, during the 
ſittings of them all, beſides the frequent ones on 
the four law ſervants of the crown, on conſultati- 
ons, &c. &c.. On the great increaſe of buſineſs, 
even ſeveral years ago, in the revenues of this king- | 
dom, it was thought, and moſt juſtly, the cuſtoms 
and exciſe were too much then for a ſingle ſecre- 
tary, and the offices were accordingly divided; and 
the ſolicitor has not leſs. buſineſs than them both to- 
gether; they are employed in the general, about ſix 
hours in the day, I ſeldom leſs than twelve; at the 

| 5 office 
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office, often in evenings, in all weathers, and till after 

nine at night, to the infinite neglect of my own pri- 

vate affairs; by which, and my reſigning all the other 

employ ments and buſineſs I had, 1 have not ſuffered 
leſs, I may with ſafety ſay, than twenty thouſand 
pounds, within theſe ſixteen years: They have many 
days of reſt in the year; I have not even the ſab- 
bath; and am often at work in the winter before 
it is day; ſo that, were it not for as much order as 
perhaps was ever obſerved in an office, I ſhould be 
in eternal diſtraction, having ever been attentive. 
to that excellent maxim of the great lord Bacox, 
yet by very few obſerved here, That one moment 
% to regularity, ſaves hours of confuſion ;” and, 
then, they have each of them ſeveral clerks loved | 
them, paid on the eſtabliſhment, whereas, I, out 
of five hundred and fifty pounds a year, for me and 
clerks, conſtantly pay about one hundred and fifty 
to four and have often ſeveral more, at no ſmall _ 
EXPENCES and yet, when got this office, two were 
in the general ſufficient'; ſo that, as my ſalary is fix- 

ed, and that the' other emoluments of the office, 
fave on the bills of ſupply and revenue, are, for the 
reaſons I have mentioned, ſcarcely worth relating, 
and no fees as an attorney, the more the revenue 
gains, the leſs of courſe my e muſt be; and 
they are greatly reduced. I 


” length, a good 1810 worn down with ſuch 6. 
= tigue, as not one in a million could have endured; 

= beſides, having, by the unavoidable duties of | my 
office, incurred the diſpleaſure, nay, the hatred of 
numbers (fome of rank and fortune, and ſome my 
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ſuit of the crown, as. it is againſt the body, goods 
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intimate acquaintances. and friends, who had un- 
fortunately been ſureties. for deficient collectors, 


againſt whom, I was obliged to iſſue the very 


heavy, yet proper legal proceſs of the law, at the 


and lands of the debtor ; ; fo that, in time, | 
may be left in ſolitude) I repreſented my caſe 
in the ſlrongeſt terms J could word it, to the ſuc- 


ceeding government, (the period of whoſe admini- 
ſtration of this kingdom, from a combination of 


moſt extraordinary, fortunate circumſtances, and 


5 unforeſeen events, will be recorded in its annals, as 
the æra of the confirmation of its fair commercial | 
freedom at leaſt) but it paſſed unnoticed ; the cauſe | 
(as I heard) was, © That government could not, in 


regard to the publick, think of £ multiplying offices,” 


(which had been hinted' at, as wiſhed in my me- 3 
morial) © and that his excellency was determined 


eto be moſt cautious in increaſing the expences of 
< the public management :”. In the general conſi- 


deration of it, a moſt laudable reſolution, and muſt 
highly eridcar to a nation, every Viceroy, who with 
truth and uniformity purſues it; who will not wan- 
tonly, or for private, or not beneficial purpoſes to the 


publick, laviſh or beſtow improperly its revenues; 
yet, at the ſame time, will not ſuffer that faireſt of all 


claims, which great and faithful ſervices for many 


years deſerve, to be neglected or ſent empty away, 


through the want of any other intereſt, which, in ſuch 
caſe, ſhould ever be unneceſſary ; and this from the 
very fame principle, a regard to the public advan- 
tage; within which conſideration, I fo far flatter my- 
ſelf as to conceive my caſe was fully involved: Haw-. 
ever, as it hath pleaſed Heaven t to bleſs me with good 


ſtamina, 


* 
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ſtamina, and not inferior vigour of mind, I will, not- 
withſtanding my years, now near ſixty-ſeven, thir- 
ty-nine:of which have been devoted to the revenue, 
unleſs the bow by being overſtrained be broken, or 
the ſtring of it knapped in ſunder, do all I can to 
ſerve it; although it ſhould happen, that, like the 
old pack horſe, I ſhall expire in the harneſs, for in 
conſtant labour I have lived ſince I was able to 
work, and never could endure a moment's idle- 
neſs. 


There is yet another matter in my life 8 hiſtory, 
in which I am alſo bold to derive ſome honour 10 
myſelf, and that is in an attempt I made by a 
pamphlet, which I wrote and publiſhed in the year 
176151 in the adminiſtration of the earl of HALIPAx, 
in order to induce a relaxation of the popery laws; ſo 
far eſpecially, as to ſuffer perſons of that religion to 
take longer tenures and ſecurities for their money; 
on which, his then ſecretary ſent for me by his excel- 
lency's order, told me my ſcheme was highly ap- 
proved of, and would be adopted; and defired 1 
might purſue it. Accordingly, the heads of a bill 
= were immediately prepared, and carried by a great 
majority through the houſe of commons; and after- 
= wards paſſed the privy council witty) but two diflent- | 
ing voices, 
But, as if ſome unlucky fate hung over this peo- 
ple, in truth I may ſay the kingdom, although I 
told them it would be abſolutely neceſlary to em- 
ploy an agent to tranſact the buſineſs in England, 
and to attend the attorney and ſolicitor-general 
| „ ere. 
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there, as it might be conſidered as a private bill, 
and offered myſelf to go for my expences only, and 


without any reward for my labour or time; yet my 


advice was not approved of, as they conceived it 
might be an offence to his excellency, who had ſo 
heartily eſpouſed the bill; and, accordingly, it was 

never returned, by which the kingdom was abund- 


antly injured ; very near half a million of money 
having (as it was ſaid) been ſent away from it, 


within a little ſpace ; however, ſhortly afterwards, a % 


very large and rich filver epergne was ſent to me, | 


of it, 


with this inſcription engraved around the bowl 1 


« This Eyercxt was preſented to Gonces Font Þ 


« How AR, Eſq; by the Catholics of Ireland, for his Can- 1 


« dour and Humanity, in wa, to obtain a Relax Fo 


ation oy the te Laws.” 
and c on each of the ſaucers mis motto, 
6 ' Thich Catholicis Hibernico deli aaar” 


But as an act has been lately obtained, far more 1 
favourable to theſe people than the one I had pro- 


moted, which has not only given them ſome ſecu- | 
rity for their property and happineſs, but will con- 


- tribute much to make the kingdom a flouriſhing Ig 
one; and as further favours may be yet vouchfafed | 
them, it may be hoped, that all animoſities, on ac- 
count of ſome few differences in religious ceremo- | 


nies, will exiſt no longer; J and: as the far-famed Ca- 
tholic poet ſays, 


For modes of EY let graceleſs zealots fight, 5 
His can't be wrong whoſe life is in the right. Porr. 


After 
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After all this ceaſeleſs, indefatigable labour, it 
pleaſed the almighty diſpoſer of all things, to viſit 


me in the evening of it with many heavy diſtreſſes; 


not only in the family way, in the loſſes of a moſt vir- 
W tous and affectionate wife and daughter, who died 
= within ſome months of each other, * but in a depri- 
vation within a courſe of ſixteen years, by ſeveral. 
different ſets of remorſeleſs plunderers, ſome of 
them more abandoned far than highwaymen, (if 
breach of confidence and faith, and living after- 
wards by the aid of an ill-judged law, in affluence 
and unconcerned eaſe without reſtitution, be an ag- 
gravation of the offence) though not within the 
verge of capital puniſhment, of a conſiderable por- 
tion of my very hardly-earned property; who can 
challenge the world, to fay, with truth, I ever 
wronged or withheld from any man a ſhilling of 
his: Nor is this all; I have been treated with the 
blackeſt ingratitude, that moſt execrable of all 
vices, as moſt injurious to ſociety, as it is the de- 
ſtruction of every principle of benevalence, friend- 


ſhip 
* The firſt lies, buried in St. Mazy's Chunch-Tard; | whoſe. 


character, as it is allowed by all to whom ſhe was known, is moſt 


truly portrayed in the following Epitaph on ker Monument, 
which is in the church 


nb TO THE Memory or. 
ISABELLA HOWAR D, 
(ornERWISsE Parry, | 
Wirz or GORGES EDMOND HOWARD, Eo 
Who, LIVING, WAS AN ExaMyit 2s 
Or EVERY SOCIAL Vixrur; 
1 DYING, OF THE PLACID RESIGNATION | 


Or a TRULY ?PfouUs, WELL SPENT LIE. 
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ſhip and charity, I have lent my money to my 
much ſeeming friend, and have loſt both; nay, 
the very ſeeking of my own, if with any im- 
portunity, hath been (as is too much the cuſ- 
tom here) conſidered as a perſonal offence; 
nor did I ever indulge a debtor, after I had been 
compelled to ſue him, that he did not turn it to my 
immediate diſadvantage or loſs. I have been moſt 
liberal in my affections, bounties and other kind- 
neſſes, to ſome who have afterwards, not only not 
even thanked, but have ſlighted or inſulted me: 
How I have felt its effects, and the colours in which 
| have endeavoured to portray this vice, my 
SIEGE of TAMOR, APHORISMS, &c. will mani- 
feſt; whereas, 1 always thought, I could never 
enough acknowlege any ſervices done me; and yet 
have this to ſay, which I believe few others have, 
that, notwithſtanding the low circumſtances wherein 
I have mentioned I was at my ſetting out in the 
world, I never, to my recollection, was obliged to 
any man for the loan of, or ſor his being ſecurity for 
me for a guinea, or ever ſuffered a perſon to call a 
ſecond time for a bill; but as I wrote an uncom- 
mon good hand and ſwift, I laboured for a time, 
even in the loweſt ſtation of a clerk, to earn honeſt 
bread ; ſo that had I been as attentive to one part 
of thoſe excellent precepts, which the immortal and 
unrivalled SHAKESPEARE in his HAMLET cauſes 
PoLontus to give his fon LAERTES on ſending 
tum into the world, as I was to the other, I ſhould 
have ſaved thouſands I have loſt; but what is fill 
far more grievous, ſuch trouble has attended the 
ſecking the recovery thereof, as fifty times the ſum 


w. ould not have recompenſed. 
Neither 


r ly 


Neither a borrower nor a lender be, 
For loan oft loſes both itſelf and friend, 
And borrowing dulls the edge of huſbandry, 


| And then, for almoſt fifty years of my life, in 
every of the ſeveral, various employ ments and of- 
fices of different buſineſies wherein (as I have men- 
tioned) I had been engaged, I was in ſuch a conti- 
nued ſtate of inferiour ſubjection, that what from the 
conſideration, how ſeldom real merit is, in a conſti- 
tution of liberty, from the compelled preſent ſyſtem 
of affairs, by the almoſt conſtant oppoſition of 
{elf-intereſted parties, chiefly conſidered in the pro- 
motion of thoſe who have been appointed to power 
over others; their proneneſs from the very nature 
of man to the abuſe of it, and their too general diſ- 
regard to the deſerts of underlings, together with the 
undiflinguiſhed and therefore moſt unjuſt (as I have 
alſo mentioned) abhorrence, with which the pro- 
feſſion I am of, is treated, to the very appellation of 
which, an idea of contempt 1s ever annexed, my 
fituation has been ſuch, as had I an enemy to whom 
I wiſhed an eſpecial puniſhment, and that he had 
any ſpirit, or taſte, it ſhould be, to be condemned 
to it: So that, as I could never flatter, nor concur, 
decide, or act in any reſpect againſt my conſcience, 
' ſenſe, or judgment, nor pay ſervile court to any, 
(great, or powerful, however they were,) and ever 
had a fervency and freedom of ſpeech, which, or 
any advantage of abilities, a mean or ignorant ſu- 
periour cannot endure ; * and never having been in 
the ordinary tract of preferment, but an indefatiga- 
ble, uſeful office-drudge, I had but little chance of 


being relie vet. : 
VoL. 1 I. 1 4 : | | e | | ; | | | 18. 


* See Eccleſiaſticus, iv. 27. 
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| Is there a man, ye Gods! [ ought, to hate, 4 
7 Attendance and dependance be his fate, 1 
| Still let him buſy be, and ina crowd, 1 
And very much a ſlave, and very proud. | Cow. Ev. 
And Sir WIL IIA TemeLs, in his Treatiſe of 
Health and Long Life, ſays thus: Now, it is cer- 
. „ tain, that as nothing damps or diſtreſſes the ſpi- 
=  rits, like great ſubjections or ſlavery, fo nothing 
| * nouriſhes, revives and fortifies them, like a great : 
| as enjoyment of Liberty.” —_ 
And then to crown this train of my Midas n = 
the 10th of November, 178, a fire broke out from 
one of the rooms of the cuſtom-houſe at noon day; 
| by which the loſſes may be more than, were to live 
| theſe many yeats, I may know the whole of; ſeveral 


deeds belonging to myſelf and others, with all the 
numerous, nay, I may almoſt ſay, innumerable 
other papers, books, manuſcripts, money, vouchers 7 
for money, bills, receipts, &c. which were in my 
apartments there, having, from my broken-open in- 
ward office, preſſes and drawers, whilſt I was lying 
on my back, with a deſperate wound in one of my 
legs, been hurried away in ſeveral large wheat 
ſacks, bags, boxes and trunks, to five ſeveral dif- 
ferent places, through a prodigious crowd in the 
| frets, ſeveral of which papers and writings, were, 
for ſeveral days after, brought to me, ſome of 
them ſo trod under foot, as to be nearly effaced, 
and others of them which have been ſince miſſed 
never yet returned, to my no ſmall diſtreſs in many 


_—————————C————— 
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| reſtleſs nights. And yet, 'midſt all this malice of 
| accident, in the ſixty-ſeventh year of my age, I had 
: not even the leaſt reſpite, having been carried up 
| Oy | 8 and 


— — —— 
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and down the cuſtom-houſe ſtairs in extreme torture, 
for very near two months; ſuch was the unrelaxed 
(in the mean while) duty of my ne and ſuch my 
zeal for it. 


So, that nothing but that fortitude with which true 
religion only inſpires us, in the principles of which 
1 had been ſtrictly reared from my infancy, with 
the ſoul-cheering words thereof, Come unto me 
L all ye that travel and are heavy laden, and I will 


* 


AN 


„ give you reſt,” * could have ſupported me. How 


different this from thoſe gloomy, though excellent 
; lines of Dr. YounG, in his Force of Region, * 
A — Love ? 


Ah mortals ! ſhort of ſi Skt, who nk the vaſt 
O'erblown misfortunes Aill hall prove the laſt ; 
Alas! misfortunes travel in a train, 
And oft in life prove one continued chain; . 
Fears bury fears, and ills on ills attend, 
| Till life and forrow meet one common end, 


Then, let me mention n der matter, by which. 

] have ſuffered not a little, as a caution to thoſe of 

my profeſſion, who may be ſo employed for others 
as I have been; which is, not to truſt to himſelf 

alone, in the tranſaction of any matter of moment 
of his own, or tis a thouſand to one, but he repents 

of his ſelf-ſufficiency, or ſaving: I have experi- 

enced it ſorely; and that I had far better have paid 

another for tranſacting it, as alſo a lawyer a rea- | 

ſonable fee threefold, for his advice therein. 5 


However, 1 will yet have the confidence of a 1 
man, and will not deſpair of relief. Aided not only = 
8— ihn l 
Matth. Xi. 28. ; 
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with the aforeſaid particular and moſt honourable 
reports of different revenue boards in my favour,, 
on references to them by government, but alſo the 
general accounts which have for ſome years paſt 


been like wiſe fo returned by them to each ſucceſſive 
governour, of the qualifications of their ſubordinate 


officers, in which (as I have heard and feen) I was 
eſpeciatly mentioned; together with the lètters which 
I have from time to time received from ſeveral of 


the noblemen who have filled that moſt exalted ſta- 


tion here, (at this inſtant in my poſſeſſion) expreſ- 


five alſo of the many ſervices, which, in their reſpec- 


tive adminiſtrations, I had done for government, the 


revenue and the public; and which, if promulgated, 


would do my memory honour, when not an atom of 
my mortal frame exiſted ; L ſay, with all theſe teſti- 
monials aided, excluſive of the ſeveral thouſands 
which have been, by my unremitted induftry, labour 


and much loſs, for the reaſons I have already men- 


tioned, in the aforeſaid numerous ſuits, recovered of 
the balances due by deceaſed and diſmiſſed collect- 


ors, the far greater portion of which were ſo incurred 


by neglect, or otherwiſe, many years before my hav- 
ing been appointed ſolicitor,) ſome really noble and 
benevolent mind, to whom my caſe may be hereby, 

or otherwiſe, made known, and in whoſe power it 


will be to relieve me, may conceive me not un- 


worthy of attention, and of removing me into ſome 


other ſtate, from which 1 may, before the cloſe of 


my moſt hitherto laborious life, acquire ſome rea- 


ſonable portion of dignity, profit, comfort and eaſe, 


as a reward for al my ceaſeleſs ſervices. 
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ons fifteen volumes, four in quarto, and eleven in 
octavo, my loſſes by which have been mentioned 
bee If then my having ſerved the Publick there- 

; if having made a fortune by hard, and, I hope, 


nor labour, for almoſt ſeven- and-forty years in 


my profeſſion, almoſt thirty-nine thereof in the 


revenue) a labour harder far than his who tills the 


ground; and if, relaxing a little, J have at times in- 


To conelude: this work will make my publicati- 5 


| dulged myſelf in a real or conceived taſte for the 
BELLE S LETTRES, I claim not in any thing any 
degree of that pre-eminence, to which Dr. Vouxc, 


in his excellent production, The True Eſtimate of 


Human Life,” hath given the epithet of painful, for 


which that certain tax of envy and hatred, too often 
even of friends, hath been paid: Yet, if this hath 
been my fate, I have this very ſatisfactory comfort, 


that I never publiſhed a line in the leaſt offenſive to 


religion, or virtue ; on the contrary, hope I have en- 


Let witlings, now, their various comments uſe, 
Coldly approve, or wantonly abule 

If theſe my eſſays happily ſhall find 3 
The wiſh'd applauſe of each diſcerning mind, 
*Tis ſuch alone to deathleſs fame can raiſe, 
And Envy's ſcoff ſhall prove extorted praiſe. 


deavoured, all I could, to forward the advantage of 
both; fo, with the following farewell lines: 


J have, at the cloſe of the laſt volume, inſbried ; 2 


few of the poetical addrefſes to me, on ſome of my 


eflays; among which are a few epigrams, for- 
merly written by fome of my friends, and diſperſed 


through ſeveral of the public papers, in anſwer to 
thoſe invidious ones in proſe and verſe, which, for a 


courſe of years, had been not only publiſhed therein, 


but alſo, in the ſeveral volumes of the BarTCHEI OR, 


BARATARIANA, and PR ANCERIANA, 
And 


- 
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And after my Tragedy of the StEOE or T amor 


had been printed for theſe works, upon well conſi- 


dering one of Mr. Appison's letters in the Spec- 


tators, on dramatic writing, I compoſed an alte- 


ration for the laſt ſcene of it, fo as to make the end 
_ of its cataſirophe unhappy, which is inſerted at the 
cloſe of the third volume; fo that, ſhould it ever be 
thought worthy of repreſentation, the Theatric rulers 
may chooſe whichever of the concluſions they may 
conceive will better anſwer their 3 


Jan. 15, £792. 
. 8 After the Gloves works had Fray printed, 


| can ſome months ſince) having waited for Subſcrip- 
tions, as the profits are intended for Charity, as alſo 
until I could acquire a little leiſure to read over the 


ſame, in order to mark out, as uſual, any Errata 
therein, ſeveral new matters have ariſen in reſpect 


to ſome of the ſubjects on which I had therein 
treated, and laws have either been made, or at pre- 


ſent are in progreſs, for the purpoſes ; for inſtance, 


(among others,) 4 Relaxation of, the Popery Laus; a 
National Bank; an Habeas Corpus act; the Encourage- : 
ment of Agriculture and our Fiſheries, the greateſt ob- 
jects (after the before- granted Freedom of Trade) 
for the advancement and advantage of this kingdom, 
which have occurred ſince it had its exiſtence, and 
muſt to the real Patriot, and all truly virtuous minds, 


for ever endear to it that moſt gracious and exalted 


adminiſtration (now on the verge of its period) 
which hath not only promoted, but hath ſo heartily 
and ſtrenuouſly exerted itſelf for the effecting there- 


of, of Which, it ls us proper to e the, 


reader. 
April 9th, 1782. 
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= | hap'd or chanc'd. = 
! | | 243, U 1, For happ'ly read haply. _ 1 
| * 272; k 3. Inſert that ye laſt, and dele that wee as. 3 


3 „„ | 
Page 65, l. 25 Inflead of hereafter read before, and inflead if 1 
5 5 cenſure read calumny. 
1856, I. 15, Before dead inſert a. 
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934 
TO SACHAR gn 


ox THE AUTHOR'S SUSPECTING HER or 
2 COQUETTING. 


. 
D 0 N'T, 1 e' er be taught 
Th' ungen'rous cruel art, 
To feign fond looks, when not a thought 
Of love 8 your heart. 
II. 
Can it be joy to ſport with pain, 
Or ſee true merit grieve? 
Or lure with hope the faithful ſwain 


© You mean not to relieve? 8 
O think! what torture 'tis to pine 
Por bliſs that's fill in vie; 
But neꝰer poſſeſs'd, like joys divine, 
Which Hell's fierce pangs renew. 
IV. 
Thus Purycia's King“, as Bards relate, 
For ſome unpardon'd fin, 
Was doom'd to bear Thirſt's ceaſeleſs heat, 
- Domus water lav'd his chin. 
5 3 V. Then 


bs TaxTALVS. 


4 O0 DES, EPIOGRA MS, &. 
6 V. . wa: k 


Then ſtraight pronounce, or frown me dead; 
It would far kinder prove, 
Than thus to keep in doubt and dread, 
If you, or hate, or love. 


ON HER 
IMPUTING 10 A COLD AN INFLAMMATION 


IN HER EVES AFTER CRYING. 


ANNO MDCCXL, 


I. 
E LIN D A, fay, what dims thoſe eyes, 


8 Which beam delicious light? 
| |. | Doſt thou in pity part diſguiſe, 
| 


Becauſe the whole's too bright 7 
II. 
Perhaps, the act is not thine own, 
Some baleful Northern blaſt, | 5 
Brib'd by the Sun that's jealous grown, ME = © 
Their luſtre has o 'ercalt? = 
: III. „ 
Or the vain Moon to make her Night © 
Outſhine the blaze of Day; 
Hath borrow'd a new robe of light, 
From their more dazzling ray? 
IV. 
Had this but 3 before! gaz d, 
With adoration there; 
They might, like eyes leſs bright, have pleasd; 
And [ have ſhunn'd love s ſnare. 


V. Vet 


* 


FED MS 

Yet rather than they thus remain, TY 

Le *CLyT1a let me lim 

Still gazing on with pleaſing pain; 
Though loſt like her I die. 
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TO SACHARISS A. 


I. . 1 | 
1 ILE ſome for face, and fone for mien, 
And ſome for wit P've lov'd © 


With each Juſt pleas'd as long as een; > 


How free your STREPHON rod 
II. 

If this prov'd coy, or that unkind, 
Perhaps a third was true; 

Were they as fickle as the wind, 
Then 1 was fickle too. 

F JL __ 

But when I all thoſe charms . 
So eminent in thee; 

My vagrant heart can rove no more ; 3 
It is no longer free. 


* CLyT1A was a nymph whom Ar oLLo (or the Sun) 
lov' d; but he forſak ing her, ſhe lay gazing on him, until, at 
15 length pining away, ſhe was chang'd into a Sunflower, which 
is ſaid to turn continually towards the Sun. 
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T O B E A. 1 N. A. 


ON HER DESIRING HIM NEVER MORE 


TO LOOK AT HER, 


1 
OR B D to look at thoſe dear eyes! q 
O rigour too ſevere! 
I could for thee.ev'n death deſpiſe, 
But can' 't that ſentence bear. 
e 
I, by ſuch fatal arts, but ſtrove 
To tell my ſecret pain, 
Since thou would'ſt not of ſlighted love 
Permit me to complain. 
i => 
| T hoſe eyes not leſſer tranſport gave, 
| Than the light's gladſome ray 
| | {| Gives to the dungeon-priſon'd ſlave, 


. 


| 
Iv. 
| | Permit me then, this boon to claim, 
ul That like the hapleſs fly, 
| | I may ſtill hover round the flame, 
| Buy which I'm doom'd to die. 


a ” * : 5 3 

Who wears in d ri the da | Wo 
wears in da : 1 

ES — 


gs I er Oe is + 
2 5 EIT * n 5 ren "= y " 4 
2 PPP * - g < _—” 
3-5 Wee? * * 72 3 K 5 993 N 
"x Ie ( ge . ; PF Roy, Pets 15% bn © die; OR % 8 p 2 
3 DR 8 r ; SINE Ro OP i, HI : - 4.8 * a 
L997 r r e ä $I tel of io 
SEC RATES. I Phat bs 3 4 * 4 2 - ALS bans me” Ix 
' JZ HE EC EEE ONS 
> > 24 or RE fn . 5. 


KH * boo. 


O D E S, EPIGRA MS, &. 
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bo Wa: 
ELINDA, ſend me back mine eyes; 

10 Too long, alas! they've dwelt on thine! 

But if that thence they've learn'd diſguiſe, = 

= Keep them, I pray, wy are not mine. 

700 long my heart hath been thy dave, 

= Reſtore it (as J gave it) true; 

hut if, like thine, it can deceive; 

= Keep it; for then tis fit for you. | 3 

C2 III. C 

et, let boch heart and eyes S ſent, 805 

© Tho'ſkilld in all thy cruel art; 

[7 Shou'd &er thy flinty breaſt relent 4. „ 
| Il ſtrive to act the tyrant part. ; 
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I. 
E LIN D A! fein would I be told, 
* Whence can the cauſe ariſe, 
| That thou' rt ſo fair, and yet ſo cold, 
Lis ev'ry ſwain's ſurprize. 


1. The 
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The vital ſtreams that through thee creep, 


— 
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II. 


Are colder ſure than ſnow ; 
Thoſe cheeks, wherein Love's arrows deep, 


No change of colour know. 
III. 


O! may that Artiſt's o fate . 


Whom his form'd ſtatue fir'd 1- 


And thou, like it, by aid divine, 


Be with life's heat EN 


bur HCA DGU 
1 0 0 8 WT N D A, 


oN HER CALLING THE AUTHOR A ROVER. 


(AY, prithee, why doſt thou upbraid, 
That vainly I attempt to rove ? 


Ah! let me ſeek ſome kinder maid, 


Since 'tis confeſs d, thou canſt not love. 
e 
Sure ſuch a tender breaſt as thine, 
Neꝰer harbour d ſuch a cruel thought; 
That I muſt ftill in ſtav'ry pine, 
To ſwell the conqueſts thou haſt wrought ! ! 
III. 


But truſt me, „thou may'ſt ſet me free, 


And thus thy pity's credit fave ; 


| Until I meet one equal thee, 


My heart muſt fell re remain thy ſlave, 


* PIGMALIOR. 
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A SHORT PASTORAL. 


I. 
H] ceaſe, unhappy Da MON ! ceaſe, 
= To court ſo much in vain ! 

„ Donixpa, whom thou ftrivſt to pleaſe, | 

5 D thy touch is pain. 1 
= IL 
= Recal in time thy hapleſs heart, 

B. To tyrant love betray'd 

© For fruitleſs ſure is all thine art, 
Io vin that heav nly maid. | 
$ 8 ＋ REP H 0 N. 
B . I. 

Go, bid the Ethiop change his die, 
And take the Northern hue! 
Or bid the unwieldy Porpoiſe fly, 

As bid me not be true! 
VV 

Go, bid the rivers backward run, 

And up the mountain move! 
Or bid DoRIND A virtue ſnun; 
Forbid me then to love. 
Na: 1 ! I, in ſpite of all, 
Muſt periſh by her hate; 
Since ſenſe of virtue proves my fall, 


Who then can mourn my fate? + 
— N SONG. 
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\TREPHON did long BriinDA love; ; 
But ſtill he lov'd in vain ; 
No ſuff'ring could the ſhepherd move, 
T0 tell his ſecret pain. 
"> Ih 
Whene'er the lovely maid appear d 
Confuſion ſeiz d the youth; 
That ev'n his modeſt eye ſtill fear'd 
| To ſpeak the fatal truth. 
One night he ſought to cols his breaſt, = . 
And make his paſſion known; ED 
Tit. Yet cou'd no more, than wiſh her A $ 
1 Who robb'd him of his own. =_ 
[| IV. e „ = 
| Ah! Love! thou tv much tyrant art, b- 
Nox limit will allow ! $ 
Ist not enough, thou rul'ſt the heart? 
Muſt reaſon likewiſe bow ? 


B . 1 8 17 N D A, 
O N HER MOTHER'S DEATH, 


. 
E R head upon her arm reclin d, 
Penſive and pale ſhe ſat; 
And (weetly languiſh'd, as defign'd, 
All hearts to captivate, 
ache; II. 
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II. 4 
A silent melancholy tear 
Stole down her lily cheek; 
Een grief itſelf fat lovely there; _ 
She ſigh'd, but could not ſpeak. | | 
„ 5 
Her eyes a luſtre faint diſplay'd, 
Not half as uſual bright; 
With beams like theſe, the ſun's array d, 
When miſts have veil'd his light. 
2, HB 
But when th obſtructing clouds remove, 
| Whol then her radiance bear? 
Unpity'd I that fate muſt prove ; 
V's _ Nep. 3 


SAY AR ab BR SHER ARE ARE, 


on A M O s 1 


BEAUTIFUL YOUNG LADY'S POWDERING 
HER VERY BEAUTIFUL HAIR. 


L 
A N is T thou, by any art 1 thine, 
AU Improve the lily's hue? 
Or make the roſe by thy deſign, 


More lovely than it grew? 
5. 


Then ſtrive not to improve that face, 
Where tints more beauteous vie, 
What Nature gave, let Nature grace, 


And Art neglected lie. 


I ODE, EPIGRAMS, Ke. 


The Author of the foregoing lite Ode having met it 
cut on a pane of glaſs, and his Miſtreſs on whom he 
wrote it having proved unkind, he ee ſubſcribed 
the n Rey. 7 


THE 4D Y 1 C-% 


TREPHON! let not the faireſt face 
In theea victim find; 
Nor eer thy fond affection place 


But on the charms of mind. 


Behold | how ſoon the bluſhing roſe, 
When blown, begins to fade, 
How ſoon the valley s pride * doth loſe 


The ſweets it once diſplay'd.. 
- III. 


f 80 beauty's tranſient radiance es, 
As fades the ſhort-hv'd flow'r; 
The foul alone, that bliſs ſupplies, 
Which death cannot devour. . 


eee eee eee << <<vS']}o" 00x» 4 *. 


* „ ee 
ON HER SAYING HE WAS. FICKLE. 
8 0 | * 85 

A D you, BERLIN DA, cer but ſhewn 
One ſign of love; I ne'er had known 
A thought for nymph but thee : 2 


* The 
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But ſtill to ſlight and yet upbraid, 
If I but ſeek a kinder maid, 
Betrays a cruelty. 
„ 

Vet, ſnould you now pronounce me free, 
J, exile like, ſhould pant for thee, 

My only home of love; 

For, in each fair I yet have ſpy'd, 
I but ſome glimpſe of thee deſcry'd, 

But none my heart cou'd move. 

III. 

Thin, never let that form of Heav- n, 

Impeach its truth, as if *twas given, 
To hide a mind leſs fair; 

Pity is Heav'n's peculiar grace, 

Let pity in thy ſoul take place, 
Its truth, as image, wear. e 


989.8888989. 8-8908“8.8.88·8 80 
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J. 
THEN Nancy charn'd the verdant Plain, 
In all her ſweetneſs dreſs'd, 5 
O! then I could a crown diſdain, 
= No youth was e' er more bleſsd. 
* 1 8 =. -- 
All Nature's works, as well as I, 
Mlethought admir'd the ſight; 
And with each other ſeem'd to vie, 
To give the fair delight. 


UI. The 
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| III. 
The meadows ſmil'd; the hills were dreſs'd, 
In all their gayeſt geer; 
The birds in ſongs, their joys expreſs'd, 
And Spring was all the year. 
IV. 
But now the lovely Nymph is fled, 
How ſadly chang d the ſcene! 
The Winter ſhews its dreary head, 
And Spring no more is ſeen. 
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WRITTEN EXTEMPORE, 
oN SEEING TWO BEAUTIFUL SISTERS. 


1. 
YEVIA, Aae with ev ry grace, 
Can ev'ry heart command; 
And ChLok's air and angel's face, 
Who ſees that can withſtand ? 
IT. 
When two ſuch matchleſs nymphs as theſe, 
At once attack my ſight; 
Both form'd, with equal charms to pleaſe, 
To give ſublime delight. 
III. 
I'm like the ſteed between two ricks, 
Of ſweetly ſcenting hay, 
That ſtarv'd; at loſs on which to fix, 
Or where the preference pay. 


ON 
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ON A BEAUTIFUL | Ci 
YOUNG LADY'S GIVING THE 'AUTHOR AN 
ALMOST FADED ROSE FROM HER BOSOM. 
HE faded flower you thus beſtow, | 
When firſt its fragrant ſweets did blow, i 
Was deem'd the garden's pride; e Il 
Yet why ſhould we its fate lament ? | 
That life in bliſs was ſurely ſpent, hs 4 
Which on that boſom died. = 1 
But who that could its place ſupply, 1 
Would fear unnumber'd deaths to die ? 
Let not my wiſh be vain! 2 
g With joy its deſtiny I'd ſhare, 1 
. ol kindly, quickly ſeat me there, 
= Or take Jour gift again, 
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EX TEM P-Q-R-E, 
ON A CERTAIN LORD'S REFUSING TO PAY THE ll 
FEES OF HONOUR ON TAKING HIS SEAT. 
= THO can lord Fxorn with juſtice blame, 
. That he refus'd to pay 
The fees of honour's empty name, 

When th' eſſence was away? e 
Conſcious of wanting that within i 
Which title can't beſto F; 
—_ To pay its price, had folly 3 
ON : In him, who ſought but ſhow. 
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The flow'rs returning to her cheek, 
Again their fav'rite manſion ſeek, 


Again ſhe looks as ſweet as May, 
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ON THE DEATH OP THE : 
HON. WILLIAM ST. LAURENCE, 


YOUNGER SON OF THE RIGHT HON. LORD . 
* R AT SIX TEEN YEARS OF AGEs 


I. 
HAT eye hath ſeen 0 bert a z youth! Ec 


He was perfection's glaſs; 


is foul knew honour, ſenſe and truth, 


In life's moſt early claſs. 


H. 1 

0 Death! that ſuch a lovely „„ —_ 
Cou'd not eſcape thy blaſt! E 
Thou didſt its new-blown bloom devout, 5 
Eefore its morn was paſt. 5 


ON THE. 


RECOVERY OF THE AUTHOR 'S WIFE 


FROM A FIT OF SICKNESS. 
J. 
NATCHD from the als of envious Death, 


My Love regains her fragrant breath, 
And opes her radiant eyes: 


And with more luftre riſe. 
. 


As blooming, beauteous, mild and gay, 
And cheer'd is ev'ry face: 
Propitious Heav'n! prolong her date, 
Nor early ſuffer in her fate, 
The death of ev'ry grace. 


# To prey on all the feather'd kind 
The Vulture, he was judge ſupreme _ 

Ok all complaints ſmall birds ſhou'd frame; a 
Wbence, Ravage uncontrouPd did fly, 
Thro' ev'ry region e 
The widow's cries, the orphan's tears, 

2 Neer mov'd, howe'er they reach'd their ears; 
Soo that nor walk, nor grove, nor wood, 
Was ſafe from rapine, free from blood. 


Stripplings, juſt ſtarted from a college, 
PFraught with conceit, as void of knowledge, 
ET Who at the Inns REA terms attending, 
For th' art of ſuing and defending, 


As to ſet all things at defiance; 
PFor birds and beafts of each degree 
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ON A QU ARREL 


BETWEEN THE LAWYERS AND ATTORNIES 
ON THE-MUNSTER CIRCUIT, IN "THE. YEAR MDCCL. 


— 


I is a a proverb, true as old; 

A proverb, that muſt ever hold; 
« That ſtrange events are brought about, „„ 1 
« When ſpoilers with themſelves fall out; [ 
« And many ſecrets then made known, 
* Which to the honeſt bring their own.” 


nt To + 
es an 
. w 


Long had the Kites and Hawks combin 'd, 


Thus it proceeded, till at laſt, 
Some Hawks aroſe of fancied taſte, 
Had juſt got ſo much of the ſcience, 


Once thought and reaſon'd, well as we, 
Vol. I. © fk Thro' 


r 
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Thro' ev'ry path of knowledge walk'd, 
And as a firſt-rate pleader talk'd; 
Yet, tho” unſkill'd in learn'd debate, 
With bold effrontery replete, _ 
Cou'd that fupply from Billingſgate : 
And wou'd, inflam'd, with STENToR's brawl, 
On ſuitor, judge or jury fall; 
Or well retain'd for client's cauſe, 

_ Miſtate not only facts but laws. 
Amongſt theſe Branchers * twas agreed, 
That Kites were of inferior breed; 

And that to Hawks 'twas foul diſgrace, 
To herd with ſuch a vagrant race; 
Applauſe, ſtraight, quick as lightning flew, 
Thro! all the rav'nous, iin crew. 


| Soon as the Kites this news had beard, 
They to the Vulture judge repair d. 
Says he, (and the old bird cou'd talk) 

« Why, I myſelf was once a Hawk, 
« And think you petty-fogging knaves, 


But little better than our ſlaves; = 
And if this ſentence ye deny, 8 
* PI Join to drive you from the ſky.” wy 

| BM 

Thus SiGppointed of redreſs, __ 
The Kites were left in ſore diſtreſs ; T7 T F 
When one aroſe who valued not _ „„ 5 0 


The proudeſt Hawk a ſingle jot. 

a What ho! my fellow Kites (ſaid he) 

„Shall we this practis'd inſult ſee ? 
And not with ſpirit high reſent it; 


IP anſwer they ſhall ſoon repent it. 41 
4 
» Young Hawks. 5.0 


1 
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« Tf you'll with patience hear me ſpeak, 
And not of Hawks vain counſel ſeek, 
„ Albeit, in truth we all muſt know, 
„Their conduct to ourſelves we owe: 

« You ſee, my worthy friends! full well, 
EZ © Nay, ev'ry unfledg'd Kite can tell, 
phat ſcarce a ſingle Lark wou'd fall 
EZ © Amidſt the talons of them all, 

2 < But for us Kites; who ev'ry day, 

« Into their clutches drive the Prey 3 


19 


With thouſands feed theit rav nous mas, 


Whilſt we near ſtarve with meagre Jaws : : 
= © Nay ſome fo very ſervile are, 
„Still us'd the tyrants to revere; 


That (ſo the plund'rers liv'd at eaſe) 
Their offals wou'd thoſe wretches pleaſe ; 


: 5 « While others, not content with this, 


: . « The rumps they feather'd humbly kiſs; 


And when a Hawk appears before them, 
BY © As Jov E, theſe cringing ſlave adore him. 
VVeet's join and put them to defiance; _ 
We foon ſhall ſtarve them to compliance ! BY 
Let us, unanimous, agree, 
And never more their cat'rers be! 
2 © Let's ſcorn the ſtrutting generation, 


5 & We'll make their very TERMS VAC ATION! bu 


E Straight pleaſure ſeiz'd the hungry crew, 
And off with full aſſent they flew. —— 


þ No longer Kites to 8 are flaves, 

Nor prey to glut their fellow knaves ; 

E But publiſh ev'ry art and wile, 

. | Which Hawks had praQtis'd to beguile, 
| Ry 


And 
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And make unwary fowls their prey ; 
Thus birds grew wiſer ev'ry day. 


Now, the cataſtrophe behold ! 
The Hawks their very feathers ſold ; 
And when a ſorry Kite they meet, 
Fall proſtrate, and ſalute his feet. 


At length, by fad experience taught, 
A parley with the Kites is ſought. 
They meet: when thus a ſage old Falcon 
My friends! our days were once moſt en, 
„When we in ſocial flocks conjoin'd, 
Our mutual intereſts deſign'd ;, 
„Sure then, in us, 'tis ſtrange miſtake, 
« And of our ſenſe muſt queſtion make, K 
„Who, only thrive by foreign war, BM 
„Thus idly, with ourſelves to jar! | 
Let us determine this diſſenſion; 
And of all grudges for prevention, | 
Let us again our force unite ; _. = 
„Let Kite and Hawk, and Mok end Kite,. z 
„Like brethren prove that birds of feather, 
" Muſt Hock in harmony together.” 7 


This ſage advice he ſcarcely ends, 
When ſhouts proclaim'd them once more friends 


— 
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THE :AÞB:--V; 4-6: 
To MISS POLLY GUNNING*, 
I. 
T GRANT it, pol. Ly; and declare, 
I never yet ſaw nyinph more fair, 
Nor form'd for more delight; 
; Such beauties in that ſhape we trace, 
As firſt-form'd ſtatues would diſgrace, 
With eyes as . YE. 85 
. LEES 
1 Your lips, which coral far vcd, 
Dr ſweets that in the roſe-bud dwell, 
3 Your pearly teeth adorn; _ 
The bloom your dimpl'd cheeks diſplay, | 
Þ Abaſh all colours of the May, 
Or bluſhes of the morn. 

OO nn „„ 3 

Thoſe fable locks, that ſportive deccg 
In wanton curls your lovely neck, 
| Smooth as the poliſh'd ſtone , 
| Such lively painted contraſt ſhow, 
As Ravens on a hill of ſnow, 
E Yet far by your's outſhone, 
3 . 
Preſerve then, with the choiceſt care, 

| Thoſe graces, Nature grants fo rare, 
And of ſuch boons be nice; 
| The things of higheſt value known, 
| Loſe greatly, if too often ſhewn, 
| Their real worth and price. 


18 


HE 


V. Ob- 


* Afterwards Counteſs of CovexTay. 
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V. 
Obſerve, the radiant prince of day 
To his though kind, as conſtant ray, 
Scarce notice we afford: 
But in thoſe gloomy regions, where, 
Seldom his glad'ning beams appear; 
He's courted; he's ador'd. 
= —_ 
Man, born for labour, proud and vain, 
Still prizes moſt, what's hard to gain, 
And ev'ry thing that's rare. 
This conqu'ror then, at diſtance hold; 
He warmer glows, as you ſeem cold, 
But ſcorns the willing fair. 


#3$03020#$9$2$9$0300490 


on THE SAME, 


ON MR. POPE'S DRAWING HER PICTURE. 


H E N firſt th all-conqu'ring God of Love, 
The peerleſs GunNniNG ſpy'd, 

He vow'd that to the realms above 

Her form ſhould be ſupply'd. 

II. Be, 

Straight Pope in tints an artiſt fam'd, 

To win the prize eſſay d, 
Tillin deſpair at length he claim'd, 
Of ev wy Pow'r their aid, 
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When Beauty's queen, the work to crown, 


Came from her roſeate bow'rs; 


And with her brought the painted down, 


That breathes on vernal flow'rs. 
IV. 


Aſſiſted thus, be ſoon refin d, 


(Which elſe had ne'er been done) 


Thoſe charms the goddeſs had deſign d, 


The ſemblance of her own. 
HISIISSELISSISSESS$00440- 


THE DESPAIRING LOVER. 
Tune “ As Granville's ſoft Numbers.” 


I. TT 
 HCuaLor ! ſweet tyrant! how long ſhall I be, 
A ſlave to thy charms, ſtill unpitied by thee ? = 
Since a paſſion ſo faithful, no favour can gain ; 
Yet to flatter thy pride, muſt Iſtill hug thy chain ? 
Of all thy admirers, conſider how few, 
Like STREPHON have lov'd, and like STREPHON 
been true ? 
II. 

When I fall at thy feet, and _ pity bans, 
My conſtancy urge, and how much I adore; 
Thy looks ſpeak my doom with fo gentle an air, 
That! bleſs the dear eyes, by which I deſpair, | 
Thou ſay'ſt thou canſt pity, but canſt not approve, 


To barter thine heart, but with him thou canſt 
love.“ 


II. To 


III. 


To others thowrt eaſy, familiar and gay; 
But ſcarce afford'ſt me ev'n a word in a day 
And when thou vouchſaf 'ſt it, alas! thow'rt ſo true, 
Thy heart in thine eyes appears full to my view: 
Ah! tell me, I pray thee, how canſt thou thus be, 
So cruel to him, who ſo dotes upon thee? 


3 Tv. | 
Deſpaicing of love, I have us'd ev'ry art, 5 


This fond, fatal paſſion to tear from my heart ; 

But vainly, alas! *tis ſo rivetted there, 

That I cannot the thought of its liberty bear : : 
Of all I've addreſs'd, in none cou'd I ſee, 

Ev'n half the perfections that blaze 888 thee. 

V. 

| When to Heav' n I reſort for eaſe of my cares; 
Thy image intrudes, and engroſſes my pray'rs 
So oft in the groves, I thy beauties proclaim, 
That Echo grows tir'd, with repeating thy name. 
Dear maid, then be kind, or ſtraight doom me to 
r 

Yet, ſtill I ſhall bleſs thee with 55 parting breath. 
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THE HAUGHTY LOVER. 1 


38 

H Y throbs my heart thus, and why flutters Þ* 
e (know; Þ 
When fair DAPHNRE appoers? 0 Love ! let me 
: 4 Other 


O D ES, EPIGR AMS, & e. 25 
BZ Other beauties I can with indifference view: — 
love quickly return d, * the fault's not in 
= * you. 
| « *Twas fix'd at her birth, by my mother and me, 
& That ſhe of her ſex ſhould the paragon be; 
go, vaineſt of youths, thou'ſt no cauſe to complain, 
* Who but ſhareſt the fate, wil ee other fond | 
„ ſwain,” 


CO . „ 

Then, r reign is unrival'd decreed, 
Inſtruct my fond heart, in the way to ſucceed ! 
O! I pant for the prize The God then replied, 


Sue with ſenſe, love and truth, ant thou It not be 
* denied. 3 f 
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= ON HE A RING A 


1 CERTAIN CELEBRATED BEAUTY BLAMED BY SOME 


F OP HER OWN SEX FOR HER SPRICHTLINESS, 
<& | 
bl AT T Y—perfiſt in conqu'ring ſtill ; 
I Let peeviſh prudes ſay what they will, 
And call thee proud Coquette. 

'Tis envy of thoſe matchleſs charms, 
That face, which every heart alarms ; 5 


That lively turn of wit. 
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. Tell. 


26 OD E 8, EPIGRAM S, &c. 1 
Tell them with equal ſenſe and truth, 53 
That beauty join'd to wit and youth, 
Will gay and ſprightly be; 
That mirth from innocence ſtill flows; 
A joy that virtue only knows; 
A joy that dwells with thee. 


on THE 


SPEECHES MADE IN THE SEVERAL CITY-HALLS 
BY SOME LICENTIOUS ORATORS, 


FIRST AGAINST THE 


3 . SEES 3-4 . N « 
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LORD MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF DUBLIN, 


AND AT LENGTH AGAINST ALL GOVERNMENT. 


IN ſecond Rich arp's luckleſs reign, 
As annals tell, a direful train 
Of rebels vile aroſe : 
War TyLrs, LitTSTAR, and Jack STRAw, 
With Jonxxv BALL, and Jounny Raw, 


But War their chief they choſe. 
e 


TWO begging prieſts, and one ale vender, 
A tyler, with a law pretender, = 
Were chiefs of this fell crew“, 5 FE : 
They ſpeech'd in city halls aloud, _ = 
And fird with words th' admiring crowd, 
And ills they never knew, | 


* That their names, as alſo their occupations, from which 
ſome of them took their names, were as above, lee Ra PIN'S 
and other Hiſtories of ENGLAND 

II. That 


That all things ſhould to all be common, 
Diſtinction therefore giv'n to no man, 


War Tyrxn 4 his friend Jack STRAW, 


"The chichs of lawagd goſpel bled, 


At length with aldermanic hand 


The cur that feels the laſh's ſmart, 


TS 


 ODES, EPIGRAMS, &. 2 
III. | 
That kings and beggars were the ſame, 


Since all alike from Ap am came, 
| Was what the Friar taught: 


# 
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The doctrine ſoon was caught. 
> EE 


Pronounc'd that there ſhould be no law, 
But what themſelves ſhould frame: 
That in the land, there was not one, 
Wiſe, good, or juß. ſave they alone, 
Or much as they ſhould name. 
V. 


Before the Sovereign could make head 
Againſt this rabble rout : 


The city mayor reliev'd the land, 
And drove Rebellion out. 
No wonder then this rebel's fate, 
Provokes the TYLER of each ſtate, 
With aldermen to quarrel : 


Will never after fail to ſtart 
At ſight of it, and ſnarl. 


aw. 
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o THE ST ATER 
OF THE KINGDOM AND NAVY AT THE 
TIME OF ADMIRAL BYNG'S DEFEAT. 


HE N Britons with the lark aroſe and ſlept, 
Not midnight hours o'er Chance's tables kept. 
When viands pure and barley's mellow juice, 
Was all the honeſt wholeſome fare in uſe. 

Ere nerve- impairing tea, and pois nous gin, 
Had made a race, not half what men had been. 
Then, then BRI ANN A through the world was fear'd, 
And her proud flag triumphant rode rever'd, 

»Twas then one Britiſh ſhip was bold to mate, 
Ev'n two of Gaul's proud flag of equal rate: 

But now ſhould they ſurpaſs us, but one gun, 

We are o'ermatch'd we cry, we turn, we run. 
Rouſe, H a w KE! rouſe, BRODERICK !and with mar- 


tial fire, $ 
Once more our languid countrymen inſpire : . 
Reſcue old BLAK ENEV, that Hibernian brave, . 


Vour king, your country, and its honour fave, 
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[AST E all ye bucks and lads of fire, = 
And view a modern nymph's attire ; | q 
Here's every charm to win the ſight, 3 


And give to ſenſe and heart delight. . 
5 5 II. Behold 
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II. 
Behold my jet · black locks that flow, 
In ſportive curls on neck of ſnow-! 
My poliſh'd ſhoulders plump and bare, 
And ſwelling hills beneath, ſo fair! 
III. 
E Adown my back, ev'n to my waiſt, 
With boundleſs joys your fancy feall ! 
Through plackets then, thoſe juts deſcry, 
Would lure the pious hermit's Js. 
IV. 
The boaidiles too of limbs below, 
Which friendly, curtail'd garments ſhow ; 
And if th' indulgent gale blows high, 
Others, that there ad) Hacent le. 
| DE i . | 
80 little art our grandames knew, 
That ev'n a foot, man muſt not view, 
And ſtraight, would make a wond'rous rout, 
If bubby peep'd from tucker out. 
VI. 


But we their offspring far more hs 
8 Than that prepoſt'rous prudiſh age, 
Prom old or young, the gay and grave, 
Veil not the charms kind Nature gave. 


4 
A 
nal 


on 
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ON THE DEATH OF 
LORD CHIEF JUSTICE MARLAY. 


Emorſeleſs Death! is MARLAx then thy prize? 
In learning eminent, in judgment wife, 

Of manners eaſy, and of taſte refin'd, 

The pleaſing portrait of a poliſh'd mind ; 

Soul of true humour, yet in ſenſe a ſage, 
The PoLL1o, the Mzctnas of the age; 
Gentle he liv'd, and as he liv'd expir'd; 

Said, © Peace be with you,” and in peace retir- d“. 


u αναννν,ν,̃tbfαhοναeαοοαανte 
bs 
MMORTAL SHAKESPEARE long had reign 
The teſt of taſte and ſenſe ; | 


The ſtage new laurels daily gain d, 
And drove all barb riſm thence. 


* It was obſerved, that his lordſhip was never in better 


| ſpirits, than he was the night before his death; and having 


waked very early in the morning, he called his ee wa 


and told him he was not very well, but that it would ſoon be 


over with him; but not to diſturb the family, until the uſual 
time of riſing then ſaid, God be with you all,” and 


| > 
| died. 
| 
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'Twas then the ſoul at once enjoy'd 
Improvement and delight, 
The day in active good employ d, 
In innocence the night. 
IT. 
Dulneſs and Vice beheld with grief, 
How faſt their empires fell; 
And ſtraightway call'd for their relief, 
On all the powers of Hell. 
IV. 
TT was thought, ſo long the ſcheme was ſeann'd, 
Io light it neer would come; 
When ſome arch fiend proclaim'd it plann'd, 
And call d! its name a DRUM, 
V. 
Straight Reaſon” s choiceſt pleaſures fled | 
With all Life's ſocial joys; 
And baneful Gaming in their ſtead 
All taſte, all grace deſtroys. 


6 SAS. A AE . 


TO HIS FRIEND W— D—-, Es. 
WHO HAD PROMISED TO MAKE HIM A GERMAN FLUTE SIX 
YEARS nent, AND HAD FINISHED IT ALL TO THE KEY, | 


THE SUMMONS. 


WE IX moons have now paſs d, I'll no longer be 


mute, 
Since charm'd with my muſic . promis d a flute; 
And 
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itſelf. 


And its worth to enhance, you yourſelf were to 
make it, 


And ſo inſpired ſhou'd I be, that like Pax I ſhou'd 


ſhake it, 
Thus to work my friend fell, ſtraight the magical 
boat *, 


on the ſhelf lay neglected, for works of more note, 


Tho' within an hour's work of failing to Japan, 


Self-moving, felf-rowing, without help of a man. 
An. Orrery r too, all the planets to ſhew, 
Whichto finiſh ſcarce wanted a hammer's one blow; 


Ev'n New ToN: your friend Rood bulk. dem d on 
your plate I; 

With DRyD EN, Lock, Mir ros, and others as 
great : | 


Thus it far'd with the flute, finiſh'd all but the key 
When that ſhall be done he's a wiſe man can ſay; 
For ſome demon, in ſpite to ſuch talents, hath ſworn, 


They're too much for one man, and not to be borne; 


And in order your much envied fame to diminiſh, 


Hath reſolv'd, that you never ſhall any thing finiſh, 


But, for this your treatment, now hear what's to 


follow ] ,; 


You've greatly diſpleas'd the great piper Arol lo; 


Who twice with the Nine from Parnaſſus deſcended, 
And thus PS, have flown back offended; 
For 


* A boat he had then partly made, which \ was to row of 


F This is a very ingenious 1 but was not 
finiſned until ſome years after the above was written. 

t A pair of chaſed candleſticks, partly finiſhed very ele- 
gantly with ſeveral illuſtrious heads on them, fince alſo very 
elegantly finiſhed by this gentleman, who for his mathe- 


matical knowledge and mechanic abilities is highly eſteemed. 
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For, on this fam'd flute, I had promis d a so j 

In ſhort, your excuſes amount to a o; 
Wherefore, the next moon, to his temple in air, 
Vou are, at your peril, requir'd to appear, 
And for your ſafe paſſage a cloud will attend you, 
EZ On CF 1 1 Wo ſtars defend: uw” 


% 


N 


"TO HIS AFORESAID FRIEND, 


= 3 FOR CONTUMACY, IN NOT oB EYING T HE AFORESAID- 
Mz ; SUMMONS. : 


THE SENTENCE. 


Als now almoſt three moons, kince y you, my 
5 good friend, 

were ſummon'd Apol Los high court to attend, 
116 your promiſe forgot? Or ist your intent, 
Io give me a pipe, when my breath is all ſpent * 
Or has PAN, in dread of a rival fo great, 

= Secreted the key, which you ſay was of plate i 1 

. z Be the caſe as it will; *twill no longer be borne, 
For AroLLo declares, and by Styx he has ſworn, 
(since you to his court no obedience will pay, 

Z Nor its ſummons regard, be it oft' as it may) 
lf you your engagements don't ſtraightway fulfil, 
He'll ſurely deprive you of all taſte and ſkill, 

© In ſonnet or ſong ; and vows ere the next moon, 

J © That your fav'rite viol ſhall ne er be in tune *; = 
þ Vor. I. D „ Or 


. He plays very well on the baſs viol. 
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Or the bortentous ſcreaming of ſereech-ovls and : 
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Or ſhall ſound like the rattling of long iron bare, 


Dragg'd over rough premeat on 3 bon 


cars; 


daws, 
Or the ear· piercing Jar: 4000 me filing of ſion; , ( 
Or which is far harſher, the wrangle of laws; 
And, as if you had felt the Tarantula's ſling, 
You in Phrenßy (hall dance whenſoever I fing. 


MISS LEGONDE, ox Tux CON TEST. 
ON had the conteſt reign'd between 
be God of Wealth and Beauty's Queen, | 
O'er wedlock to preſide; 2 


1 Whether adorn'd with ev'ry grace, 
Love ſhou'd of tempting gold take place, | 


At lengih was to be try; d. 
II. 


An in form'd lamp ſtraight Plurus Sole, 


With ſquinting eyes and crooked noſe, 
And ſcarce of human ſhape; 


But daub'd it o'er with gold and pearls; 


And ſoon the hearts of dukes and earls, 
Fix d on this woman: ape. 
: III. Pe, 
The Pahl geen, alarm'd, afraid, 


Of pow'r fo great, invok'd the aid, 


Of ev'ry God and Grace; 
Their gifts were granted at her call, 
When ſtraight Lzcone', form'd of all, 

Unveil'd her matchleſs face. 


IV. Nov 


=. 
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IV. 
Now let each youth prepare to prove 
The worth, the judgment of his love, 
And all Gold's lures deipiſe | 10 
Convince, ſuch droſs can ne'er controul 
The gen'rous elevated foul, 
And ſhew that they have eyes! 


401 +44 * eee + 


eW THE gr ROOF. 
= TO MISS LETTY G—E. 
pe 3 


HY, LET TVI why theſe needleſs arts! 

_ Sufficient o'er your ſubject hearts, 

Is Nature's guileleſs reign; 
Igrieve, behind that angel face, 
Z So fraught with innocence and -___ 
. To find a thought that's vain. 
Tr | OT 

F The os: 1 8 at your « ear, 

Was hung but as a foil, I fear, 

H Beneath your brighter eye; 
YH The pearls around your neck with thoſe, 
Which your balm-breathing lips diſcloſe, 
BD Were nel er deſign d to vie. | 
Y my - 
EZ The lily, red to be ate 
3 With equal inſult too was placd, 
H Its whiteneſs to deride ; 
A The roſe that on your boſom lies, 
Withers, o 'erpower'd with ſweets, and dies 
: A victim to your pride. . 
2.2. IV. And 


5 4 
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And 10 ſhou'd your attire be plain, 1589 293% 


Each limb ſhe warms, and ev'ry nerve ſhe plies, 


Our colder forms the kindling ſpark partake, I 


IV. 


We might alike eſteem it vain, | 
And proudly meant to ſhow, - 
How much your native charms contemn 
All ornament, that dreſs or gem, 
Or any arts beſtow {© 


eee eee, 


ON SEEING 


MRS. FITZHENRY PLAY THE PART or 
JANE SHORE * 


HI LE practis'd impoſi tion mand our os, 1 

And ſtudied Fiction treads the world's wide | - 
ſtagez _ 

Nature, to make reprifals upon Art, 

Hath in her turn reſolvd to act a part; 

With equal craft, her ancient realm to an, 

And ſeize her right in her e opponents name. 


A» 54 


For this—as when the Delphic pow! 'r e's 
The labouring prieſteſs, hy his fullneſs fir d, 


So, Nature veil'd within a mortal dame, $ 
Aſſumes the organs of FITZHEN RVS 3 3 3 
Beats at her heart, and lightens from her eyes; 


And ſlumb'ring. virtues at her voice awake. 


When we behold the mourner ſunk in woe, E 
Our breaſts too labour, and our eyes o'erflow; | 
22 5 8 1 r BRIT 1 * I. Or, 


e 


Who can look and not admire. 


Or, if affection's joy ſhe chance to expreſs, 
Tears guſh alike in ſtreams of tenderneſs: 
Our thrilling blood, and ſtiff ning hair, avow | 
The horror mark d on her contracted brow. 


With ſympathetic powers ſupremely ſtrong, 


The prieſteſs thus arreſts the liſt'ning throng; 
Informs their joys and griefs, their hopes and fears; 
And they 1 in fact become, what ſhe appears. 


FP 


8 0 N 8. 
S there no balſam that can eaſe 
The wounded ſhepherd's heart! 2 


Or do love's pangs fo ſtrangely pleaſe, - 


We court th envenom d dart 8 
JL 


Ah! yes, fond youth! ſuch 3 are; 


Could'ſt thou thoſe med'cines find, 


Wou'd CaLoz ceaſe to look fo * 


Or would ſhe prove more kind. | 


Ih$$$4$04$44694 4546544465 85 


8 0 N G. 
HO has peerleſs KI TY ſeen? ?? 
Faireſt nymph that treads the green! 1 
Object ſweet of fond deſire! 


II. In 
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= II. 

In her ſoul-delighting eyes, 

Love, the little lurcher, lies; 

There he keeps his hoard of darts, 

Whence he wounds and ſports with hearts. 
III. 


Or perch'd on her coral lips, 


Thence delicious nectar ſips ; 


Or his wonted ambuſh ſeeks, 


In the dimples of her EY 

IV. 
Fly, ye youths ! her beauties ſhun; 3 
Every gazer 1s undone ; 


Chief, her eyes, as Baſiliſks dread, 


Which but win to ſtrike us dead. 
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'H EN plac'd i in office | in full-bottom'd wig, 
We ſpy a ſolemn, faucy, prank'd-up Prig3 


To all below him inſolently proud; 

To all above him, meaneſt of the croud ; 
Inſulting tyrant, when he can o'erbear, 
But when oppos'd, a very doe in fear; 
Such, CLyTvs, truſt me, you will ever find, 
Is the baſe owner of A LITTLE MIND : 
But if, on the reverſe, we chance to ſee 


High ſtation veſted with humility , 


Though ftrict, yet placid, cautious of offence, 


Blending complacency with manly ſenſe ; 
Lowly in heart, though in exalted ſphere ; 


We ſtraight pronounce, THe NOBLE MIND IS THERE: 
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To; 1 e Inna Bhd 


CONDUCTORS OF THE PUBLIC) NEWS: PAPER, 
CALLED THE nn POD 99 L 


I. 
\ROCEE D, vile hirelings! ah" the rout; 

Cull ev'ry luckleſs Mme out, . 
Amidſt the human ſtore! 25 
Like flies, that foul corruption love, 

Still from the ſounder parts remove, 5 
4 fix 15 the ſore! 85 
. 

Behold ! your friends around you wait; 
Pale Envy, Faction, Falſehood, Hate, 

All ready at your call! 
Thus aided, whilſt immaſk'd you lie, 
Scorn Truth, and ev'ry Pow'r defy ; Ib 
Hell will not let Jou fall. 
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. 1 Ig 1 Y M N ET 
FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE FOUNDLING 
Ho SPITAL 
| ES 
181, all ye nations! O give ear! 
Whilſt babes and ſucklings ſing, 
And lifping tongues the ways declare, 
Of Heav'n's all- -gracious King! 


HarLttLuJan, &c. 
| II. Of 


* This infernal paper, which, to the diſgrace of kia nature, 
ſold moſt rapidly, deſtroyed the peace and dun ess of many a 
worthy family for ever. 
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II. 
Of fond parental aid bereft! 
All care, all comfort gone! :  --_ 
The God, to whom alone we're left, 
Hath deeds of wonder done, 


PASS A Hy | Kc 


„ Ii. % 
For us, his little ones, Ade d. 1 8 B 
He ſoftens flinty hearts f 
And foſt'ring thro a ſtranger's breaft, ET? 
The genial ſtream imparts. 


—_ HauLeLy JAN, &c. „ 
By Him ſecurd from vice e and ſhame, | 
We may Sin's wiles defy ; 


Such deeds our grateful bogs claim, 
To all . 


© HatizLvzan, &. 
O!] then let all their voices raiſe, 
Till Earth and Heav'n efound | 1 
ll Let old and young exalt His praiſe, 
Ul ' Whoſe goodneſs knows? no bound! . 


HaLLELUjan, &c, 
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ON THE DEATH OP 
PHILIP DOYNE, Es Q. 
MAR 0 H, MDC CLx v. 


1 
Ourn, mourn, In RE! Wiſdom, Virtue, mourn! 
To elegiac notes attune each ſtring ! 3 
From earth, alas! your much-lov'd Dovxr is torn, 
= In brighter ſpheres, ſublimer ſtrains to ſing. | 
II. 
There, he enthron'd with the ſcraphic choir, 
In thoſe bleſsd ſeats of ever-during joy, 
Shall tune to wonder his melodious lyre, 
Where love nor mourns, nor pleaſures ever cloy. 
III. 
Are then thy ſorrowing friends no more to hear 
The enchanting muſic of thy matchleſs ſtrains? 
Sweet, as when bloſſoms deck the infant year, 
'The wood-lark warbles o'er the verdant plains. 
IV; 
Had I one e ſpark of that celeflial flame, 
Which like a comet blaz'd, then fled away; Is 
In lays immortal, ſoon would I proclaim, 
I be op ning glories of thy 1 's day. 
= . V. 
Put pow rs like thine, ſince Heav'n on few beſtows, 
Accept the tribute of this humble verſe ; 
Mean tho? it be, yet from the heart it flows; 
The laſt love-offering at thy mournful hearſe. 


O N 


* One of the firſt poetic geniuſes this kingdom has produced, 
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DISCARDED MINISTER, 


. 


N Heav'n old S4 1 Ax held high place, 


But his curs'd ſpirit, void of grace, 
Still thirſted to be higher; 
In his Creator's face he flew, 
Corrupted numbers, factious grew, 
Incendiary and liar. 
18 e N 
So, to compare ſmall things with great, 
Lo! the diſcarded tool of ſtate, 
For every miſchief ripe ! 
Who, from exalted tation fell, 
For the ſame crimes that fix d in Hell, 
. His rebel prototype. 
25 
Thus both expell d, in foul diſgrace, 
Fell vengeance breathe to human race, 
To black deſpair reſign'd : 
Both ſtrive with ev'ry art and wile, 
The good to vitiate, and beguile, 
Th' unwary and the blind. 
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AN. 


R oN THE FIRST oF AUGUST, cc. 


AS SUNG IN THE 


ROTUNDA THE FIRST OF AUGUST, MDCCLXIX,, 


FT: re Meine compoſe by Signor Tu ons GI ORDANI, 


RECITAT IVI. 


AS T E, Bards, and tune the golden Iyre! | 
Le ſacred Nine, the ſong inſpire! _ 
From Heav'n deſcend, and let the lay 
© Be worthy of this glorious day! ! 
© Strike ev'ry firing, each joyful meaſure prove, 
5 Let ev'ry voice found LIBERTY and Love. 


AIR 


BRITANNIA | Ke? thy drooping head; 
The fierce oppreſſor's chains defy! 
Rejoice! the gloomy night is fled, 
That threaten'd thy lov'd LI EER T. 
Propitious hour !——PFell Diſcord flies, 
With Superſtition's fiery rage; 
Sedition yields, Rebellion dies, 
And fruitful Peace ſhall bleſs. the age. 


CHORUS. 


1 Lo, mighty Bruns Wick comes with heart and 
5 voice, 
Let Balraix ſing, and BRI Alx's ſons rejoice! 


REC. 
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RECITATIVE. 


No more will G a ul her vaunts diſplay, 
Nor boaſt of univerſal ſway z ,; 
Our Genius ſends us GEORGE the Great, 
Our Iſle to rule, and EuROPE's fate; 
Sprung from a race magnanimous, whoſe blood, 
Was ſtill devoted to their r 8 mou. 


1 * 


Happy Iſle! all j joy poſſeſſing, 
Fav'rite of the Pow'rs above!  _ 1 
Still may FREEDOM crown thy blefing, 
Still may BRITOoNHS Freedom love! = 


LS 
— 


Youths, for valour far renown'd ! 

Nymphs to move each ſoft defire! 

How mild the taſk, how ſweet the wound, 
When fond love and glory fire ! 


CHORUS. 


O Joy compleat ] let acclamations ring! | AY 
Hail! hail the auſpicious day, and bleſs our King; 3 
KECITATEVE Z 
No more the trumpet ſounds to wars, 5 
No more the glitt'ring ſword appears; 
Her enfigns Victory doth diſplay, 
And Peace triumphant crowns the day! 
When Arts and Induſtry ſhall droop no more, 
Ang Commerce free ſhall bleſs our happy ſ ſhore. 
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A I R. 
Not the dawn of morning light, 


To the wretch who wakes in pain; 


= Nor th approach of downy night, 
Bn To the weary'd, 3 ſwain, 


, Can ſuch joy, ſuch rapture give, 

As loſt LiBtrTyY regain d, ; 

Nor, like it, the heart relieve, of 
Though by toil and blood obtain'd. 0 


CHORUS. 


| Hear, Heav'n! indulgent hear a Nation s voice! 1: | 
| FreepoM and BRUNSWICK are our equal choice, 
Still may our ardent wiſhes meet thy grace, 2118 
Freedom immortal, and an endleſs race! iy PL 
FOR; THREE VOICES. 
S ELLE Tf en 
Haſte, virgins! with the youths advance 1 
Awake the concert and the dance! 
$54 8 EC ND V OTG Bow, 
To chearful Mirth your hearts diſpoſe! 
Mirth and Virtue ne'er were foes. 
THIRD VOICE. 


Lo! the Loves and Graces j Join, 
With the LEN God of wine. 
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The flow ry chaplet bring, and ſparkling bowl! © 
And; Joy and harmony to crown the whole. 
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Note. The Muſic of this was eſteemed very fine, and is 
in the Lying-in-Hoſpital, 
THE 
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THE BA SH FUL LOVER, 


EXTEM TORE TO HIS FRIEND. 


J. 


AY, Turksis, Why that look ſo Pale! 
What mean thoſe ſighs that ſwell the gale, 
When Ros ALIND appears ? 


Thy downeaſt eye, thy modeſt mien, 


THF fault ring ſpeech whene'er ſhe 8 ſeen, 
ee the Lare s fears. 
1 [Pore 
She mull ſhe can't but feel the thing. | 
From ſympathy of ſouls the ſame, 
But virgin pride denies, 


That maids returns of love ſhould ſhow, 
Save what in morn-like bluſhes glow, 


Or ſeal from SEN wo.” 


CIT 


THE 
POWER OF LOVE. 


AY, SyLv1a! ! ſay, how can'ſt mou hate, 
The youth who truſts thee with his fate? 


| Whoſe bliſs or bane is in thy pow'r, 
Or bleſs him, or r his heart reſtore. 


II. But 
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II. 

But if thou wilt a tyrant prove, 

Thou may'ſt, yet not the flame remove, 


= What can, alas! thy pow'r diſarm, - 
= When even thy very failings charm ? 
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N INSCRIPTION 


FOR A BUST or THE 


EARL. OF NORTHUMBERLAND, 


To BL KREECTED IN 


* "x 


To r IN DAME-STREET. 


Who to the Stateſman joins the Patriot part! 
Prncr, ſtill mindful of his ſacred truſt, 
True to his King, as to his Country juſt! 


Bounteous as great, to all a friend he lives, 
And deems himſelf but rich in that he gives; 
With ev'ry grace, can ev'ry heart engage, 
And ſhines the bright example of the age. 


This MARBLE, grateful to his worth, we raiſe, 
Ulis living Honour is a Na TioN's Praiſe. 
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A NICH IN THE EXCHANGE, WHICH IS TO BE-BUILT OPPOSITE | 


EHOL D the Chief, of uncorrupted heart, 1 


ANOTHER 
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ta 


H . N Painting's radiant tints s through time 
decay, -- 


And all her bright creation fades away : 

1 When mould'ring ſtatues, faithleſs to their truſt, 

| In filence fink, and mix with vulgar duſt : 

| Still ſhall Nog THUMBERLAND's illuſtrious name, 
To lateſt ages 1 75 the Rolls of Fame“. | 
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| ON THE 


JUNCTION OF JANUARY AND MAY. 


* 2 E N TIU 8 the cruel, a tyrant of old, 
Who in torture took ſport, as in ſtory i is told, 
The dead to the living inhumanly tied, 2 Y 
| Who yok'd thus, to rottenneſs languiſh'd and died: 11 
l So GRIPE, in his dotage, full threeſcore and five, Z 
1 Conceits he's in love, and 'tis fit he ſhould vive; 3 
Fair CR Lok hath woo'd, to partake of his bed, . 
Who conſents for his pelf the foul mummy to el. 8 


* An Each has been ſince erected, for which the City is 


for ever indebted to his Excellency, but the Buſt has not yet 
been erected. 
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ON THE DEATH OP 
LADY TOWNSHEN D. 


3 SI 
ARK! hark !—Why tolls this paſſing bell 
With more than uſual doleful knell, 
: As if all Nature bled! | 
What means the univerſal ſigh ! 
This flood of grief in every eye |— _ 
Is the lov'd TowNSHEND dead! 


| . She's gone! ſhe's gone! reſounds from ſhore to ſhore, 


Ev'n infants hip, that Tow NSHEND is no more. 
II. 
She's gone, ſhe's gone! O loſs immenſe! 
For virtue, prudence, truth and ſenſe, 
I) be fiſt by all confeſsd : 
Serene amid the pomp of ſtate ; 
In gentle manners, truly great ; 
In bleſſing ever bleſs'd. 
Yet why lament her fate ? why mourn her dead ? 
TowNSHEND, a Saint, to reign with Saints is fled. 


THE ADV 1CK 
T 0 FATRIOTS 


ATRIOTS! mrocoad, and court applauſe! * 

Be bold, and call it FREEDOM 's cauſe! 

Rall on, without controul or awe, _ 

Gainſt Viceroy, Council, PoYNINGS' Law | ho 
Yor. 1c: E That 


$0 ODE S, EPIGRA MS, 
That GovERNMEN is ever wrong, 
Be ſtill the burthen of your ſong ! 
On all its meaſures loudly ſquabble, 
And fire with groundleſs fears the rabble * 
Or like La Mancna's frantic Knight, 
Your own created phantoms fight; 
Till Place or Penſion ſhall, in ſeaſon, 
At length reſtore you to right reaſon. 
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EXTEMPORE 
GN HE MIN I TRY. 


15 
\RI T H E E, dear Tou, what means this rout; 
Of who is IN, or who 1 is OUT * 
Or whether nn, or -, or 
At head of Britiſh Councils ſit? 
1 N 
For whilſt there's Title, Place, or Penſion, 
There will be conteſt and diſſention; I 
So, let who may the Leaders be, UW - 
No 0 of INTERESTS we ſhall ſee. n= 
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UNC Loo 


$TANDING CANDIDATE FOR MIDDLESEX. 


N Roms, when the horrible GuLen firſt appear'd, 
And the Senate the voice of the Oracles heard, 
T hat it ne'er more ſhould clole, but ee flames 
ſhould emit, | 
Till what they priz'd moſt were caſt into the pit 
All then were at loſs, what this Jewel could bo. Fo 
When a SoLpieR on horſeback, quite arm'd 
cap a- pee, 
To the gaping deſtruction ſtood dauntleſs exposd, 
And plunging in boldly, the fiſſure ſtraight clog : 
So, in BR1TAIN, when Faction had rag'd through 
the 5 


Valiant L—L ſtepp d forth, and reliev'd her from 
fate. | 
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oN A VE RY 


BEAUTIFUL GIR L, 
WITH BAD TEETH. 
. 
IT TY, of all the Nymphs moſt fair, 
That trip it o'er the plain, 


To whom each Youth pours forth his pray'r, 
Or tunes his love-fick ſtrain. 
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SAYING HE WISHED FOR THE PICTURE OP 4 


But where's th adventurer will dare, 
The happy mixture to prepare, 


Vet, by thoſe radiant beauties fir'd, 
And my ambitious Mule inſpir'd, 


To Nature's ſtores then ſtraight reſort, 


II. 


Vet ſuch, alas ! is her hard fate, 


Too cruel to endure; 
Should ſhe but ſmile, ſhe muſt defeat = 
The conqueſt ſhe'd enſure. £ 
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CELEBRATED BEAUTY. 


1 - 
ON D Swaint I find your wiſh is te . 
Some Painter ſhould on canvaſs touch, 
The beauties of Mod ROE; 


Her peerleſs charms to ſhow ? 
II. 


Let me ſome hints ſupply: 


Cull ev'ry tint, the Goddeſs court, 
Bm piece to dignify. 
„ 
F it, let the cheek with -bluſhes glow : 
Juſt as, when damaſk roſes blow, 
__ Gliſtning with morning dew ; 
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Contraſted 
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Tinge them with die of azure blue, 
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That beams divinely in her face— 
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Contraſted with the virgin white, 
With which the lily glads the ſight ; 
Blend them in lovely hue, 
ILY. 
And truly then, that cheek to grace, 
Upon her flowing treſſes place, 
The cheſnut's auburn down; 


Her lips you may in fort depaint, 


By cherries ripe, yet, ah ! 'twere faint, 
Shou'd they with her's be ſhown, 

Next, be her eyes with luſtre bright, 

Een as the Sun's reflected light : 
Upon the glaſly lake; 


Such, as in vernal ſky we view, 
Fach wand'ring heart to take, 
Let the tranſparent web of lawn, 
Be o'er the virgin boſom drawn, 
As ſnow though fair, yet cold ; 


That Love may through the veil eſpy, 


What elſe *twere more than mortal eye, 
With ſafety could behold, 
C "a 

But O! to trace th' internal grace, 


How vain the Muſe would ſoar ! 
If cer celeſtial Cherub came; 
To bleſs thy ſight, in myſtic dream, 
SGWnatch that !—the taſk is o'er, 
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N 


THE ABSENCE AND RETURN OF THREE 


FAVOURITE SISTERS. | 


I. 
F late, Love's Queen, all in deſpair, 


Sped through each region of the air, 
Her Graces were aſtray : 


To ſeek them Mat A's winged ſon, 


From Pole to Pole had anxious flown ; 3 
It was a 3 day. 
i i 


Curib, who had to earth been ſent, 


Return'd, with haſte and toil near ſpent, 
i And vow'd, he ſaw them there: 


© That, *twas on faced InRNE's ſhore, 


© Than which, with Beauties none ſhines more, | 
On the terreſtrial ſphere,” 
„ 


: Straightway a troop of little Loves, 


That tend their Queen wheree'er ſhe moves, | 
And baſk in her ſweet eyes, 

Flew for her Nymphs, whom, when they brought, 

'Twas found, the little Urchins caught, 
The three MoNTGOMERIES. 

„ 

Soon as their charms ſhone full to view, 

The PAPHIAN Goddeſs jealous grew, 
She fear'd her future reign ; 
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Her boy ſhe chid for his miſtake, 
Nor would forgive, till he took back 
The three to earth again. 
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As SUNG IN THE 


ROTUNDA THE FOURTH Day or JUNE, MDCCLKXL 


| The Music by Mr. BARTHELEMON. 


CHORUS 


NELESTIAL Maids, deſcend and- fog! 
With rapture ſwell each trembling firing! 

Al voices, hail th' auſpicious day, 

That uſher'd 1 in the BR UNSWICK ray! 


A 1 R. 

Whilſt conqu'rors joy in din of arms, 
And fill the Globe with war's alarms ; 
Great GzorGE's glory is to be 
The BEST, the Father of the FREE; 

The Prince, who light and life imparts, 

To ſcience and the brilliant arts. 7 os 


RECITATIVE ACCOMPANIED. 


In lofty rains let all their voices raiſe ! 


And ring, through Heav'n's high vault, our r Sove- 
reeign's praiſe! 


AIR. 


ODE ON HIS MAJESTY'S BIRTH DAY, 


—— Ss — — — 


56 o DE s, EPIGRAMS, &e 
\ A I R. 
Behold yon ſmiling, verdant plain, 
Enſanguin'd late with heaps of ſlain ! 
Hark, how the Plowman tunes his lay, 
Ii And welcomes in our Monarch's day 
—_ Who bade the combat ceaſe to bleed, 
| And proſtrate worlds from ſlavery freed! 
CH O RUS. 


| | | Haſte, bither haſte, ye Nymphs and Shepherds all, 
1 And celebrate the glorious | feſtival ! 1 


> A IX. 


See him, in the glow of youth, 
Old in virtue, ſenſe and truth; 
Mirror of connubial love, 
Gentle, conſtant as the dove; 
Tender Parent, faithful Fiend, 


Gracious, bounteous without end. 


KECITATIVE. ACCOMPANIED. 
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Hail too ! fair Queen, with ev'ry virtue warm, 
That 11 Monarch and his People charm! 1 


TREO, 
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BRI T AIx's Sovereign, heart of love ! 

Be happy as the bleſs'd above 
Pray'rs of Myriads ſtill atten j you ! 
Still the guardian Pow'rs defend you! 
So may your great, unrival'd name, 

Be conſecrate to deathleſs Fame 
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ODES, EPIGRAMS, & 37 
GRAND CHORUS. 
When Death ſhall blot out ev'ry name, 
And Time ſhall break the trump of Fame; 


When tongues ſhall ceaſe, and worlds confune, 
Thy praiſe ſhall le, thy glories bloom. 


Note. The Muſic of this was much ere of: and 5 
is in the Lying-in-Hoſpital; and I have heard 1 it 3 
at Ae L oNοο N. 


r 9. MB. LESLIE, 


ov HIS POEM ON THE LAKE OF KILLARNEY, 


. 


EXTEMPOR K. 


HY Nature, Fancy, or the Muſe invoke ? 
Or was it, LesLre, but tlie Poet's ſtroke * 
Vou are, yourſelf, ſweet Bard, n ſo meek, 
The very Deities, whoſe aid You Cc 
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HONOURABLE MISS TOWNSHEND, 
ON HER BIRTH DAY. 


1 
WE E T little Seraph may this day, 
For years to come, demand a lay, 
But far ſurpaſſing mine! —* 
O! mayꝰſt thou equal ftill in worth, 
The parent dear, that brought thee forth ; 
Now 'midſt the Saints divine! 
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I. So 
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. 
So ſhall thy outward beauties bright, 
Like her's, yield that ſublime delight, 
Which Time can ne'er efface, - 
Wherein ſome happy youth ſhall find 
I portrait of that heav'nly mind, 
"Which did lov'd Kn grace. 
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WRITTEN ON A Sed S TIN GING 


MISS ELIZABETH HOWARD 
IN THE EVE, 


”F 
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| 
1 RE + x: 
1 2 
1 Fu 5 9 
| | o, 8 o'er 1 dhe mead El 12 4 bad. 
A »Twas on an April day, 5 
By far ſuperior; ſweets downcaft, 
Each flow't r ſeem'd in decay. 
| II. = EE 
An angry Bee, ß Polbd of his feaſt, ns 
____ Full ſoon the cauſe did ſpy ; 
W in revenge, he ſped in haſte, 
And ſtung her lovely Eye. 
EDI BELT: | MS: ee Wo” 
While with th envenom'd. ſhaft ſhe ſmarts, 
Says COLIN, with good 1 
Tis thus You wound and torture hearts, 
*A Tyrant like this Bee,” 
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The bark, near ſhatter'd, to the deep. 
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10 A CERTAIN 


GREAT PATRIOT AND CALCULATOR, 


55 In IMITATION 


or THE FOURTEENTH ODE OP THE FIRST BOOK 


OF HORACE! 8 ODES. MDCCLXIIL. 


THILST you, great En with eloquence, 
Unheard before, erde your lenſe, 
Your algebraic {kill diſplay, 

And treach rous courtiers quite viſiney; 

From bending galleries win applauſe, 

Whilſt you aſſert your@Country's coals J 5 
Yet midſt the tide of your _—— 
Suppoſe a friendly hint you hear 
You fay our veſſel ſcarce can brave, 5 = 
The fury of th' inſulting wave 

Its rudder broke, its anchor loſt, 

At the fierce tempeſt's mercy toſt; 

And ſoon muſt be to ſtorms a . 

Quite driv'n from ev'ry friendly * ? 

This then the caſe, ſay, is it wiſe, - 

On things minute to turn your eyes I 

And, ſtead of ſnatching ev'ry aid, 

Kind Heav'n within your reach had laid, 

To ſeek the broken rudder's price,. 
What ſum the rended ropes would ſplice ? 'Þ 

Hark! hark] the fatal Eaſtern blaſts !. 

The oars are gone, all torn the maſts! . 

Haſte! haſte ! your mazy numbers quit, 

At time of ſuch extremes unfit,, |, 

Or ſoon the gath'ring ſurge will ſweep 


In 
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In ORober, 1775, an Addreſs from the AuE RIAN 


CoLoni1sTs to the People of IRELAND, having been 
| Publiſhed in ſome of the Daily London Papers, in 
which they call the Iriſh their BRETHREN and Fer. 
Low SUBJECTS, the Author then _ there, wrote 


and 8 the following 
8 W E * 
O BrETHREN you | 
Say, what hath poor 3 done, 


That you ſeek her undoing? 
44 Tis ſome relief,” *tis ſaid know, 


© To have aſſociates in woe, 


cc And plung di in the ſame 1 ruin,” 2 5 
3þ- 


There is another maxim yet, 


Which your intent may alſo hit, 
That in th' adverſity, 


« Which may at times our beſt friends ſtrike, 


< There's ſomething we do not diſlike, 
Hoy keen ſoe' er it be.” 
e e 
But think not IxRLAxNps Sons ſuch fools, 
As to your treaſon to be tools, 
And join you, were they able; 
Some ſtories appoſite may ſhow, 


That which perhaps you may not know, 


How well they” re vers'd in. fable, 
HE IV. 


A Serpent once, replete with rage, 
In luckleſs hour reſolv'd to wage, 
Dire combat with a File; 


SUBJECT to none] 
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He fought it with his teeth and claws, 
Until it did his venom'd jaws, 


AN Of all their weapons ſpoil. 
Xen TOY V. 
by So, once a Pear, in angry mood, 


Stung by a Bee, as he then ſtood 
rote Hard by the ſtraw-built dome ; 
Quickly the Colony aflaild, 

But ſoon his fatal raſhneſs wail'd, 

They ſent him eyeleſs home. 

5 Do A 
The Pigeons, in a luckleſs fight, 

At length quite conquer'd 7 the Kite, 
The Falcon choſe their King; 
When arm'd thus with reſiſtleſs power, 

He ſtraight began the ſkies to ſcour, 
Of ev'ry bird on wing. 
„ . VII. Took 
Long a huge Maſtiff, fierce and keen, 
The guardian of ſome Sheep had been, 
. Until (ill-fated hour!) 
Sly Iso RIM“ having in the end, 
Seduc'd them from their faithful friend, 
Did the whole flock devour. 
Rug ER e 
So, ceaſe your ſtrange enthuſiaſt rant, 
'Tis fruitleſs all, as is your cant, 
That loyal Iſle to move; 
Whillt they can baſk in the fun-ſhine 
Of GROROE's reign, to all benign, 
0 Twould foul Rebellion prove. 
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„The Wolf. 
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1 n a 


INSCRIPTION for the Tomb- Stone of Joux 
Wynxz BAKER, Eſq; in the Church-Yard of 
CELBRIDGE Pariſh, in the County of KiLDARE, 


RE I SE OR A FE EV TIES Og Ne 2 


To the Memory of 
JOHN WYNNE BAKER, Eso. 


Formerly of HawyroRD, in WoRCESTERSHIRE, 
But late of WyNNsSF1ELD, in the County of KILDARE, F.R.S. 
Honorary Member of the Dublin Society, and 
Member of the Agriculture Society for the Hundred of Saryozn, 
In the County Palatine of LancasTER, 
Who departed this Life 
On the 22d Day of Auguſt, M,DCC,LXXV. 
In the xLIxth Year of his Age. 
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| To expreſs the Loſs in the Death 
Of this moſt ingenious Man in private, ſocial Life, 
As Huſband, Parent, Neighbour, and a Friend; 
And in a public Conſideration, 
As one of the firſt Improvers of Huſbandry, 
> Andi its Implements in this Kingdom, 
Its Hiſtory can produce, 
Would require far ampler Space 
Than the ſmall Surface of this little Monument : 5 
But, alas! 
His Superiority begot him Enemies, 
Whoſe Severity, 
Though i it broke his noble Spirit, 
And untimely ſent him from us, 
In the Summer of his Days, 
Vet could not injure that repute, 
Which will for ever live! 
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ODE 8, EPIGR AMS, &c. 63 


URIT ENIM FULGORE SVO QUI PREGRAVAT ARTES | 
INFRA SE POSITAS3 EXTINCTUS AMABITUR IDEN. 


Thus tranſlated by the Author; by whom this Inſcrip- 
tion, as a ſmall Tribute to the Memory of his Friend, 
was compoſed. 


What though his luſtre, who, i in arts dern | 
Enflame the rancour'd heart, where Envy dwells! 
When he's extinct, fair Virtue's pow'r to prove, 

His full-earn'd Glory ſhall extort their Love. 


SSDSOSSTSTOTIOTOOSOOGS DES 
E 1 M Pp O R E, 


| ON THE SPEECH MADE BY THE. 


RIGHT HONOU RABLE HENRY FLOOD, 


IN THE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS OF IRELAND, 


THE TWENTIETH OP DEC EMBER, MDCCLXXIZ. 


ON THE RESOLUTIONS RESPECTING THE EXTEN= 
sio OF THE TRADE OP IRELAND. 


| | J. | 
HAT what Philoſophers relate, 
Is true, that Spirits tranſmigrate, 
Lo! how FLoop's language flows! 
With fire of GRRCIAN patriot rage, 
And ſweetneſs of the Rom AN ſage, 
Do bounds his fancy knows. 


II. If 


64 OD ES, EPIGRA MS, &. 
: ED fc: 28 tera 
If GRe and Roux, ſince they began, 
Can each but boaſt one peerleſs man, 
In eloquence who ſhone, 
Hail! happy Iſland, doubly bleſs'd, 


Of two ſuch Orators poſſeſs'd, 
United both in one 


+6+$050550050050000040004 


WRITTEN EXTEMPORE 
IN CLONTARF CHURC H-YA R D, 
FOR A YOUNG GENTLEMAN, 
| ON HIS LAMENTING NOT MEETING 
MISS DIANA VERNON 


AT enunen, AND THAT IT PREVENTED His 


SAYING HIS PRAYERS. 


HEN fared in the houſe of pray r, 
I ſpy not lovely DiAx there, 
The duties of the place forgetting, 
My time is ſpent in ceaſeleſs fretting : 
So, when all-beauteous ſhe appears, 
She ſeizes all my hopes and fears, 
What can, alas! | ſuch charms withſtand, 
Which from Heav'n's throne can thus command? 


BEAUTY | 


* * 
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BEAUTY IN RETIREMENT. 


I, 


WAS in the bloomy month of May, 
As Oer a wild I chanc'd to ſays 
I firſt Lucinpa ſpy'd ; 
© Whereon, a little moſs-crown'd cot 
4+ Was doom'd the Virgin's humble lot, 
I  Who'd been of Courts the pride. 
A II. 
rnus fair the models lily blows 
And thus the bluſhing rival roſe, 
| Its fragrancy exhales; 
And plaintive PHILOMEL A ſings 
Sweet! y, as in the bow'rs of kings, 
2 Thou Shi in the lowly vales, 
3 e 
8, i in OY. boſom of the earth, 
Til prying Avarice gives it birth, 
E Conceal'd the Brilliant lies; 
Vet in the duſky cell of night, 
Uninjur'd in its native light, 
. luſtre never dies. 
Y ” . %% 
What Prince, who, in this rural ſnade, 
Was bleſs'd with this enchanting maid, 
A higher boon would crave? | 
ut thoſe vain joys that lure the great, 
: ich all the pageantry of ſtate, 
ad? 
Would to their votaries leave ? 


N, 
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ON FIRST SEEING 
LADY BUCKINGHAM. 


I. 
HEN to the brilliant rooms of court, 
To fealt my fancy, I reſort, = 
All rang'd Love's fav'rites there; | 
We may in each a luſtre trace, 
Of hue, expreſſion, form, or grace, 
Op And each be counted fair. 
II. 


But O! when Docn mon AM appears, 
Who Beauty's zone triumphant wears, 
Where's all that charm'd before ! 
No more their ſplendor we deſcry, 
No more they catch th' admiring eye, 
They conquer then no more. 
III. 
Thus, on the boli of the night, 

In abſence of the Queen of light, 
HGleams ev'ry twinkling ſtar ; 
But ſoon as ſhe aſcends her throne, = 

She rules the hemiſphere alone, 
All fade, all diſappear. 
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ON A 14 


ORATORICAL CONTEST 


'Þ A 


CERTAIN SENATORIAL ASSEMBLY IN UTOPIA. 


SSIST, kind Muſe! whilſt I relate - 
. The Criſis of a Nation's fate, c 1 
E And how, from Slav'ry, it was freed, i 
© To which it long had been decreed. 1 


The doors are op'd, the conſcript ſeers 
E Aſſembled are, to meet their peers; 
E The Prolocutor takes the chair, 
Of aſpect grave, and yet his air, 
Such penetration deep diſplays, 
As choiceſt ſpirits awes with eaſe: 
| The galleries too, from which the cauſe, 
And combatants muſt win applauſe, 

Are filled with ſuch a motley ſcenef,— 
(But, hold !—let me not be profane) 
That one might think at the firſt view, 
All Nature's oppoſites there grew. 
In front, each beauteous tint appears, 
Which flow'r-enamell'd border wears“, 
Whilſt the rear ſhews a ſable ground, 
Where Pants leſs r far abound. 3 


: 5 
ö 
3 8 


* A „ 
5 ES 
e 
N 


- * K N "I 
r 

* r 

S 


— FOIL 
* e 
e eee 


b + Numbers of all fonts; whe: Aerie their callings, waſte 
E their time there, and have the aſſurance to clap or groan, and | 4 
& hiſs, juſt as they are affected. | | 
I The ladies, whoſe curioſity has led them to fir there for 
twelve or fourteen hours. SP 


ON 
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Say now, my Muſe ! who firſt, who laſt, 
If thou their names recorded haſt, 
In this renown'd aſſembly roſe, + 

T o thunder gainſt their country's 8 foes £ 


Some of the chieftains not yet come, 
Silence awhile reign'd through the dome; 
At length, one roſe, of leſs degree, 

That th' audience might not idle be, 

So, for a while, there was of chatter, 
More rather, than of ſenſe or matter. 
Thus, in the far-fam'd BROUGHTON's booth, 
The Tyro's of the bruiſing youth, 

To ſhew their rudiments, engage, 

Until the victors mount the ſtage. 

So, when the drama's curtains riſe, 
if The mimicks, who firſt meet our eyes, 
Wl May each in his low ſphere delight, 

1 Until the hero of the night, 


If | In all his regal pomp appears, gels 
ll =p And ſtruts and frets, or laughs and ſneers. 


The forces all at length appearing, 
A motion was for the houſe clearing, 
Which cauſed a mighty fermentation, 
As 'gainſt the juſtice of the nation, 
Since ev'ry man claims right to hear 
That, of which he a part muſt bear. 
Amidſt this rage, with voice tremendous, 
S TEN TOR roar'd out, Good Heav'n, defend us! y 
And raiſing to the crowd his eyes, 
Repeatedly aloud he cries, 


« What! 


| What! 


iin i A 


« What! turn our Lords, the People; out? 
« Curs'd be the tongue that threw that out 
« The fountain: they, whence only ſprings: 
« The pow'r ſubordinate of king.“ 
Then, with ſuch phraſe as O VSH R Kare, 
E Plies her fierce foes at Billingſgate; 
Or, as the wire-caged, prating * 
Abuſes ev'ry paſſer-by; 

And with fiſt clinched; and looks of war, 
As us'd by pleaders at the bar, 

lle each opponent ſtrives to ſcare; 
Fs and cares not a ſous, | 

For all are heroes IN THE HOUSE. 
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Straight, 4 LICUS, who Wade the motion, 
Axoſe, and with not leſs commotion; 


Nor phraſes of leſs direful 1 import, 

Wich gave the upper regions high Try, | 
For well each auditor there knew, . 
That neither of them ſpoke what's'true'; 

That neither, but on one ſide voted, 

However truth and facts were quoted. 

That one deceiver ſtrives to keep in: 

The other by degrees to creep in 

Mere puppets bottr; no manhood left, 0 
F will and e quits Beet. 


| Next Rugvni cus, as ſtiffly true, 
\s whoe'er breath fanatick drew. 
From whom, no Viceroy ever yet, 
R vote, or even a (mile: could get; 
_This 
| * He who is LUKE y yoked to a ſation, or r party, i is as much 
ſlave, as he who is under the influence of a court, | 
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This motion, a court ſcheme declares, 
And ere it paſs, he'd die, he ſwears: 
Then, in loud accents boldly cries, 

% All courts, and courtters, I deſpiſe, \ 
« As I'do title, place or penſion , 

« My country is my ſole attention.” 
With high applauſe the galleries rung, 
Who on his thrilling accents hung. 

To tell of all, who, in this way, 
Then ſtrove their talents to diſplay, 
Would take the longeſt Summer's day. 


Next, Jaxvs, with his two-fold hes, 
To the CRowD one, and one to place, 
A noted trimmer, ſly and keen, 

Yet thinks his projects quite unſeen, 

In phraſe fophiſtic, ſtrove t' explain, 
This knotty queſtion, but in vain: _ 
His words were wind, as neither fide. | 
Would! in tus wav'ring heart confide. 


At length, kin 3 had its vent, 
And, in debate, the night half ſpent, 
Up roſe Ax cELIcus, whoſe face, 
Diſplay'd each manly, winning grace, 
Which flows from honour, truth, and ſenſe, 
Thoſe native ſprings of eloquence ; _ 
Whoſe candour ſcorns the falſe aſſertion, 
As it does ev'ry {train'd. exertion, 
Or joke, or gibe, or quibbling pun, _ 
Or wand'ring tale from theme begun, 
By low minds us'd to win the rout, 
To trumpet forth their feats without: 
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But with calm, firm, collected pow'rs, 

He blaſts falſe Rhetorick's glittering flow 1s, 
And Chicanery quick flies away, 

As darkneſs at the approach of day. 


Abaſh'd, the cringing courtier hears, 
So, the mock patriot, ſhrinking, fears; 
And ev'ry babbling tongue is huſh'd, 
 Howe'er, before, with triumph fluſh'd. 
Nor, was time miſs'd, or elſe it ſtaid, 

A captive to ſuch muſick made; 

For by the whole, twas underſtood, 

He only ſought the public good. 

Thus, infant ſtreams, the air ſerene; 

In little purlings ſeek the main; 6 _ 
But when the current, rous'd by ſhow! rs, | TEE 
Impetuous, amidſt them pours, 

Their murm'rings are not heard of more, 

Vatil the ſweepy flood is o'er. 


No ſooner had he clog, when all agree, 
To his great utter d fiat, —LET's Be FREE. 


FO U NG LADY, 
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wHo HAD A 


W 


SABLE TIPPET ON AN EXTREME WHITE NECK: 


od > 

H Y hang upon that lovely neck; 
Whoſe white all other whites excels, 
That ſable, which can never deck, 


The tint that there unrivall'd dwells ? . 
II. Would'ſt. 


R 


Bu 


I: 
Would thou its luſtre truly ſhew, 
Select ſome foil of its own hue, 
The milk-white roſe, or mountain ſnow, 
Or lily that in valley grew. 
. 
Yet, why Jeptiee them of that fame, 
Which they for ages have enjoy'd ? 
Your beauty could but be the ſame, 
3 A boy's ever were deftroy' d. 
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WRITTEN BY THE AUTHOR AT FURRY PARK, 


HIS COUNTRY SEAT, 


ON THE DEATH OP HIS WIPE, 


AH EN, welcome Solitude! beſt nurſe of woe, 
Since Heav'n hath taken, from theſe realms 1 
below, | = 

My heart's true partner; as its ſure relief, 

With thee I'll feaſt in luxury of grief. 

O, then thrice welcome l and whilſt bleſs'd with thee, 
All pomp, all ſplendor, be eſtrang'd from me! 
The flatt'ring paraſite, the treach'rous friend, 

Who but profeſſes for his private end: 

The wretch, who, like the gulf, would ſtill receive, 

Let no return, not ev'n of thanks, would give: 


Or 


Je, 


ce, 


ö When on the moſs: croun d bank, reclin d at caſe, 
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Or whoſe baſe heart, ſelf. love and pride ſo ſway, 
He loaths the donor whom he can't, repay, 1 
And ſcorns the hand that-rais'd him from the clay; 3. 
The fiend, of Envy, who, at others praiſe, 
Pines in his ſoul, as in his fleſh decays, | 

Th' apoſtate patriot, for his crime high plac'd, 
Or won by titles, 1 is but more diſgracd, 

Foul factions jarring, in the ſnam debate, 

In this alone agreed. TO 81NK A STATE; 
The courts, where conteſts rage, unhallow'd halls t 55 
Where, the low, wrangling pleader loudly brawls, 


I And all the harpies of the law unite, 


To fleece the ſuitor, and confound all right. 

From theſe, and all ſuch worldly cares retir'd, 
Come, fweet MELPoMeNs ! by thee infpir'd, 
Once more, the tragic buſkin let me wear! 
Once more, attempt to win the ſigh and tear! 
Come, roſeate Health ! that paints the ruſtic face 
With colours, would all Ini A's tints difgrace; . 
Thee abſent, we no earthly bliſs can know, 
But bleſs d with thee, may combat ev'ry woe. 
And O, come, Truth! with thy attendant Peace, 
Who only giv'ſt thoſe joys that never ceaſe; 
Here, near the banks of LIT EV's pearly ſhore, 
Where Nature laviſhes her richeſt ſtore, 

That in hill, dale, and wood, and wave unite, 

To feaſt the fancy, as to glad the ſight; 

Here, with the lark, my cheerful voice I'll raiſe, 


In matin hymns, to chaunt th' Eternal's praiſe , 


And fo, at eve, when. I to reſt repair, 
My thanks I'll render for His daily care; 
Nor ſhall my tribute at the noontide ceaſe, 


in 
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In ſy lan ſhade, or on the flow ry plain, 
I will for all things thank; ev'n thank for pain. 
O then ! when thoſe laſt awful moments come, 
Wherein Thou ſhalt ordain my final doom, 
Let me, like her, Thou didfſt of late remove, 
To the bleſs'd manſions of eternal love; 
Whoſe honeſt heart no falſhood ever knew, 
As to herſelf, fo to all others true; 

In peace of ſoul, and to thy will divine, 

My life, when its laſt ſpark expires, reſign. 
Yet, till that period, grant me, gracious Pow'r | 


Some faithful friend, to cheer the mournful hour; | 


Whoſe ſocial converſe ſuits his mental worth, 


To whoſe kind heart I may my griefs pour forth; 


And who, when Nature further aid denies, 
May charitably cloſe my * eyes. 


1. ADY, HI s F R 1 E N D, 
ON H E R TELLING THE AUTHOR 


SHE HEARD HE WAS TO BE MARRIED 
— 589 YOUNG CIRE. 


OW cold my friend by that I; 
Near ſixty-five, (full time to diey 
Should with a laſs not twenty wed, 
And take a ſcornful mate to bed. 
As ſoon the turtle may unite, 
In fondneſs, with the rav'ning kite: 


2. 


3 
1 
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Or tim'rous fawn delight to ſport, 
With wolves, or the fell tyger court, 
As youth with age in friendſhip live, 
Or heart for heart in tranſport give. 
Alas! ſome nurſe would ſuit me beſt, 
Who'd lull the invalid to reſt, 

For Nature, to her laws ſtill true, | 
Will her unvaned courſe purſue. 


. {Juno Drs Fceoene Juno Zune 


ON THE RESOLVERS. 


DULCE ET DECORUM EST PRO PATRIA MORI. 


. 

O W bleſs'd are we in this bright age, 
When each mechanic is a lage, 
In ev'ry kind of knowlege ! 

Stateſmen, caſuiſts, rhetoricians, | 

GRAND RESOLVERS, Politicians, 

As if from court or college. 
Heroes, who value not a ſous, 


The menac'd laws of any houſe, 


Of commons, or of peers: 


L Will teach the proudeſt prince to know, 


That *tis from them all pow'r muſt flow, 
* "By which a nation ſteers. 
III. 


Lo! how upon their awful ſummons, | 
All trembling ftand the frighted commons, 


Who dar'd oppoſe their will; 8 
5 | Diſſolve! 
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Diſſolve! diſſolve] their leaders cry, 
The fearful ſounds ring through the ſky, 

|. And kings with terror fill. 
* ö 

| Proceed, great men! and win applauſe, 
Be Tul xs in your country's conſe; 

Your ſorry trades deſpiſe ; 


What, though ſome luckleſs champion ſtarves, 
All muſt confeſs, he fame deſerves, 


Who for his country dies. 
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ON THE DEATH OP THE R 


LORD VISCOUNT SOUTHWEL L, 


IJ 
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"OUT HWELL,. a truly rele pore. 
Is gone, alas! to all moſt dear; 
Adorn'd with ev'ry pow'r to pleaſe, 
Of manners ſweet, polite with eaſe; 
The faithful friend, benign to all, 
And ever prompt at Pity s call. 
But Heav'n was pleas d, in vengeance, to remove 
From a falſe world, ſuch worth to realms of love. 
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ON SEEING A PRINT OF THE 
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COUNTESS OF CARLISLE, 


8 
. 
3 — 

11 


FROM A PAINTING BY 0. ROMNEY. 5 


1. 
0 W could'ſt thou, Row NEY, Stieg man! 
Such arduous taſk deſign ? 

That thou could'ſt CARLISLE's features plan, 

Or paint ſuch charms divine? 

II. 

The pencil trembling | in thine hand, 

Did it not rouſe thy fear? 
Or how could'{ thou its art command, 

Whilſt to ſuch run 2 3 5 

e f 
I ltr ne'er before control had known, ( \ 
It ne'er met face ſo fair; 8 
Nor could it there have flattery ſhe ws 
Or added grace, or air. 
IV. 
But ſince thou haſt pourtray'd thoſe eyes, 

And ſuch attempts begun, 
All meaner objects hence deſpiſe, 
And next 88 the Sun“. 
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* This is a third Ode in this Colle&ion on the ſubject of 
painting a beauty. 
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PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 
| UST ere SiLURUs, SICILY's ſage king, 


Had clos'd his eyes, he bade his eight ſons bring 
A bunch of rods, together cloſely ty'd : 


« Break this,” ſaid he; which when in vain they try'd, 


He loos'd the band ; when inſtantly, with eaſe, 

Each ſingle twig he kind, then to them ſays: 

„As was this bunch till now, ſo, be't with you, 

ee In hearts united, to each other true 

* You boldly then may ſcorn a world of foes ;— 
m If not, . fates muſt be alike with thoſe. ” 


Sue db ah Spahdbiehe 


Þ The Author had written many other Odes and 


Poetica! Eſſays, ſeveral of which were publiſhed from 
lime to time in the weekly Papers, during the courſe of 
the laſt thirty years; but, having been generally on ſud- 
den and occaſional ſubjects, and oftentimes the haſty Pro- 
ductions of a leiſure hour, ſnatched from the moſt mſipid 


of all Buſineſſes, that of an Attorney, he found, on a 
reviſal of them, that they abundantly wanted correc- 


tion; and the heavy weight of that Bufmeſs, (which, 
as he hath before obſerved, is now exceedingly encreaſed 
on him in hus old days, from the nature of tus preſent 
Employment) will not allow him the time or attention 


which he could wiſh in his prwer for the purpoſe. He 


has, therefore, thoug ht it more adviſeable to ſuppreſs their 
appearance at preſent. He ſhall, however, think himſelf 
happy, if any among the few he hath herein ventured 10 
fubmit to the Publick + Jap be AO to have the leaſt 


degree An merit. 
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TRANQUILLA PER VIRTUTEM PATET UNICA VIT&, 
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1 MADAM, 


i 28 


ER MIT me to lay at your Majeſty 8 
1 éœfeet, in teſtimony of my unfeigned duty 
1 ſy loyalty, the following little DBR amaTic 
Essar. If, in the chatacters of Hamer and 
1  ALMEYDA, there be any reſemblances of the 
great originals I would eſſay to paint; if any 
E ſentiments which can pleaſe or affect a gen- 
© tl, generous, and princely heart; and if no 
3 | expreſſion occur therein, capable "of offend- 
k ing the moſt refined delicacy, I ſhall think 
my time and labour well beſtowed, and 
your Majeſty's approbation will complets the 
felicity Bo | 


MADAM, 
Your Majeſty" s moſt faithful, 


moſt dutiful, mY 
moſt devoted Servant, 


GORGES EDMOND HOWARD. 
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IN the Sale TICAL twin, of eee jy | 
the Writers have given me great hohonur for 
| this Tragedy. They firſt obſerve, that the fable is 
| taken from the Novel of ALmoran and Hamer ; ; 
but that it had been ſtripped of all the -preternatural 
b | incidents, which were unſuitable to the Drama.— 
1 be then mention the fable as it is in the Tragedy, 
. in the conſtruction of which (ſay they) the Poet has 
I adhered to the unities of time, place, and action; 
but are of opinion, that, in the incident, whereby 
3 the cataſtrophe is produced, it had been better, 
FE inſtead of the tyrant ALMOR aN's being killed by 
e traitor Os Mix, he had fallen a ſacrifice | to the 
© rage of the People: yet.it was thought by others, 
not inferior i in judgment, that though. the alteration 
E propoſed might better ſuit the principles or humours 
* ſome, it would not have been as agreeable to 
poetica Juſtice; but this | is ſubmitted to the Readers. 
However, a Gentleman of credit and fortune, who 
a at a public table with Mr. GaRRICK, at the 
Mime of the Jubilee, and to whom [ had juſt before 
= told me, that this pix s 2 of tlie DRAN A Judges | 
F G 2 3 and 


ä . 


L ixxxiv ] 
and performers, had there ſpoken of this production 
in the higheſt terms of approbation; yet, at the ſame 
time, ſaid, that it wanted ſeveral alterations in the 
arrangements of its parts, to fit it for a Stage- 
Exhibition; which I accordingly ſought to effec, 
T had letters too from ſome Friends, who had 
applied to him thereon, that he ſo Expreſſed 
himſelf; but I believe I alſo had —— in ſome 
expected obe] ifances to him. 
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The Reviewers then proceed to the citation 
of ſeveral Paſſages, on the Sentiments and Poe 
try of which, they beſtow the moſt flattering 
encomiums, and conclude with ſaying : “ That 
* this Tragedy, in point of diction and ver 
« fication, is equal to moſt compolitions of th 
Fs kind.“ Mix 
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For ſeveral years after, many quotations were 
inſerted from it, upon various occaſions, in the 
public News-papers, both in DusLIN and Lov 
 DoN,, and eſpecially the latter; and I have in 
my poſſeſſion, letters thereon from ſeveral of the 
firſt Judges in the two kingdoms, which, vit 
many letters alſo, on others of my Productions, 
meant to have publiſhed, but feared they mig 
have ſwelled this Work too much; beſides, a fei, 
had, i in their letters, enjoined me therefrom. 


Tv 


[ leite l : 


This! is the fourth Edition of this Tragedy, one of 
= which was in England; but the firſt Edition, that 
3 was printed here, was taken up by me before fifty 
had been fold, and committed to the flames; as a 
whole, though ſmall, Scene, in the fourth Act, 
that led to the Cataſtrophe, had been omitted in 
the Preſs, which — it a heap of confuſion, | 7 
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19 60 8 Neat, 
| Ar MER A At. * d Brothers, and Joint Kings of 
Hamer,” 1 Pra: - oat £59157 . 
A Perſian Nobleman, Grand 
Os MIN, | 
| Vizier. 
„„ _ The Sedre, or Chief Prieſt. 
= A Perſian Nobleman, — of 
CALE D, | 
| hs the Guards. 
3 An Armenian Prince, chief com- 
1 mander of the Perſian Forces. 
LAMA, UE Perſian Noblemen, Friends 
 Mikvans to Hamet. 
W O M E N. 


3 A Circaſſian Lady, Daughter to 
ALME VDA, Abdalla, Ambaſſador to the 
| Court of Perſia. 

Princeſs of Perſia, Siſter to Al- 


EEMIRA, 
ns moran and Hamet. 


Soldiers, ae Attendants, Mutes. 


8 CENE, che City of Tſpahan, the Capital of Perſia, and 
Tres. adjacent thereto. 
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The Palace Garden, ; 


Emer OS and an oro Ma: ; 


. iy 1 1 v. 
ELA TE the hiſt'ry of my birth and 1 


LEO 


knowledge. 


Monarch, 
Your royal Sire, the pious "op M, flew. 1 
And overturn'd your houſe, the queen your mother ; 
(of you then pregnant, now full fifty ſummers) 
Untimely was deliver'd. I was then 
One of the houſhold, and a chief attendant; 
To whoſe ſtrict care you were in truſt committed. 
Straight, I convey'd you to a ſhepherd's hut 
n an adjacent wood; whoſe wife, it happen'd, d, 


and 


Of which you ſeek to ſpeak; and whence youy 
Ola M. The day, the bloody fire of our late | 


Had 
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Had lickily an infant male brought forth,” 
Which juſt expir'd, as we had reach'd the awelli ng, 
The friendly ſhepherd plac'd you in its ſtead ; 

And ſhe, a ranger to the kind deceit, + : 
As her own offspring rear'd you, till you grew 
Of age for the firſt rudiments of ſcience ; 

When to the public ſchools you were conlign' d, 
Where you with rapid courſe all youths excelbd. 
At length, your fame reaching the royal ear, 
Your fortune grew apace, 

Of. Without more proof, 

All this may a8 4 a forgery be rejected. 

Old M. There are upon your body various marks; 
Which, at your birth, were well obferv'd by ſeveral 
Of thofe, who were the followers of your fortune : 
Chiefly, a fable mole on your left arm, | 
Of more than uſual „ a 
0 Such marks I have : 
Yet are not all, who could atteſt theſe verities, 
Save you, by time and accident remov'd ? 

Old M. F rom nature 8 courſe, there 188. may be 
„ 

Who (were it Gowght to teſt) could vouch the fact 


Qſm. But ſay, where have you ſojourn'd. ſence that 


hour? 
Old M. In exile far remote, a the death 
Of the ulurper” s ſon, the mighty SOLYMAN; 
Whoſe long and glorious reign all hopes defeated | 
Of thoſe, who were devoted to your houſe. _ 
Since that dread day, I've in concealment dwelt 
Get not far hence) in hourly expeCtation, 
That fortune might at length return propitious; 
And now the wiſh'd-for period ſeems approaching. 
Qn. ( (Stepping apart.) Yes, tis at hand; tl 
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Whilſt Devaſtation, with gigantic ſtride, 
Stalks uncontroul'd o'er this devoted land. 
Without, the Tartar almoſt at our gates; 
Within, ſuch feuds between theſe brother OO 
As can but in their common ruin end. 
Shall I not then avail me of the tine? 
Shall I not ſeize this throne, the n ſeat 
Of my renowr'd progenitors for ages ?—— 
But hither Ca LED comes. 
He ſhould purſue me at this _ hour. 
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Exit. 
Enter Ca LED. | 


Cal Great Vizier, hall! 

Ojm. Firſt let me greet you, on your ſafe return, 
From all the perils of your high command = 
In diſtant climes, to this your native foil ; 

| Next, on the juſt renown your arms have won, 
| And all thoſe honours which the tate decrees you. 
Cal. My Lord, your friendſhip leads your tongue 
to praiſes, 

| Which far outweigh the merit of my claim. 

But much I'm griev'd, from ev'ry voice to hear 

| The ſinking glory of this mighty Empire. 

| War, like a boift'rous and devouring ſea, 


that 


' Theſe northern ſpoilers (like the noxious ſwarms, 
That blaſt with baneful breath the vernal bud) 
Thrice through the gloomy horrors of the night, 
Thrice through the ſultry heat of ſcorching noon, 


* 


: With unremitted ſpeed, have urg'd their way; 
a And now tis rumour'd, that in Hyra's deſert, 
he Not diſtant two days march, they ſtand embattled. 


—Tis ſomewhat firange, 


REAL) kind friend, awhile. "on o the Old Man. 


Burſts o'er all bounds, and floats our plains with gore. 


On. 
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"os. To, tell our dread king: e AN en 
—tidings, 
Rous'd me to week ich at this nine moment, 
| In yon dark grove, his much atenfioind walk Th 
Cal. To me, ſo long from Perſia's regions abſent 
'Tis ſtrange, that thus our two young kings abandon 
Their fertile fields to waſte and deſolation. 
Ofm. Equally jealous, they avoid 22 REI 
Nor truſt each other with the ſole command, 
In aught that may occur of high import: 
Wherefore, on the Armenian prince Ax ARES 
Devolves the weight of war; and even now, 
Chos'n by our rival kings, bis leads thoſe troops, 
With which ere while great SOLYMAN prevail'd | 
Againſt confederate On. EE | 
RE ES Can they reſign | 5 
The wreath of conqueſt t to a ſtranger's brow, 
Both great in arms, but chiefly ALMoRan? _ 
He, ſome moons 5 their warlike father ſle ws 
Twice to their frozen deſerts chas'd theſe ſavages, : 
Who even then had dar'd attempt our frontiers. 
On. For martial proweſs, none bore higher ag. 
Vet now, from diſcontent reſigi'd t to indolence, | 
He lives immur'd within the ſoft Seraglio, 9 8 
Deaf to the calls of valour and of glory. 
Cal. But ſay, my lord, why did our late wiſe king 
Divide the ſtrength of Aſia's s nobleſt empire 
Between his ſons ? for, in the womb though twinn J, 
Yet ALMOR AN Was ever held firſt born, 
And rightful heir to PxRSiA's boundleſs realms. 
Ojm. To temper with the gentle HAME" 1's mild- 
neſs, 


The (pint, which. he ger to ſee | in e AN. 
Cal. 
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Cu. Souls thus Uiſcordant ne'er can yoke in 
friendſhip; ; 

Beſides, the envied honours of a throne 

No partner brook.” 1 

A So the event has Nerd; 

For, when the WILL of SOLYMAN appear'd, 

The fatal w I. L, which ſhar'd the throne and pow r, 
Which Al MDR AN from birth deem'd only his, 
Indignant he withdrew and ſhunn'd reſort, 

Our holy Prophet and his rites blaſpheming ; 

And curs'd his country, royal fire, and fortune. 
The ſtate ſtood motionleſs : for, if not ſummon'd, 
Twas inſtant death but to approach his preſence. 
Cal. Who then firſt dard to break on his retire- 
r 

Oſm. Omar, vicegerent of our holy Prophet, 

That good od man, that oracle of truth, 

Embolden'd by the many faithful (riices > 

That his ſage counſel oft had done the ſtate, 

Aſum'd the dang'rous taſk, by me attended. 

Cal. Thou ſpealelt him juſtly. 9 knew | his 
worth, 

When the great S0L VI AN ſelected Un 

From all the Imans of the ſacred moſques, 

As the preceptor of his much-lovd Hamer. 
mn. The king alarm'd quick ſtarted from his ſofa, 
And drew his poniard, ere he mark'd the victim: 
But proſtrate when he view'd the hoary 8 
By virtue's preſence aw'd, awhile he paus d. 

The pious OM aR dauntleſs ſpoke his errand : 

The monarch grew enrag'd, his eyes flaſh'd fire; 
When ſudden (with theſe words—* Ha! this from 
| © © thee?) 

He plung d the deadly weapon in his boſom. 
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Cal. Diſaſtrous ſtroke ! ! How. could he raſhly 

7 puniſh, 

With ſuch fell rage, for ſuch a flight fence 
On. It had beſides been whiſper'd in the court, 

That 'twas this prieſt had ſchem'd the late king's will. 
Cal. And doth he ſtill retain this gloom of foul, 

This negligence, ſo fatal to the ſtate? 

Ofen. If &er he acts, it ſeems a painful taſk : 

For he each moment of his life deems wated, 

| Which is not ſacrific'd to ſenſual appetite. 

And now, although the chambers of his palace 

Shine with the brighteſt beauties of the Eaſt, 

'Tis joyleſs all: cloy'd yet unſatisfy d, 

His haraſs'd ſenſe ſtill languiſhes for more ; 

But above all, he pants for that fam'd beauty, 

The fair Circaſſian, lord ABDALLA's daughter, 

Cal. What! the fix d conſort of « our monarch 

Hamer? 

F or ſuch report Tve heard, ſince my ancval. 

Oſm. The ſecret dein preys upon his vitals; 

Nor ſports, nor wine, nor muſick can aſſuage it: 

All theſe but ſerve to nouriſh the diſeaſe. — 

Cal. But ſoft Is not that he, who bends his * 

Along yon diſtant walk ? 

On. , os ſurely 95 8 

Thus often, 13 the müde hour till morn, 

Lonely he wanders through thoſe gloomy labyrinths. 

Behind theſe trees we may unſeen obſerve him. 


Cal. What ſtrange convulſions ſeem to ſhake his 
frame! 


But now he moyes this way, I ſhall withdraw. 


| [Caled go! of. 
Ojm, 


arch 
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22 What though i in friendſhip we ve : been * 
FE 
And his preferment I bie much Seated ; 


Yet could I wiſh, he had not yet return'd. 


He's of a ſpirit, firong i in its fidelity 
To his appointed truſt ;——which, with his zeal, 
For this fell tyrant, damps my ſoul's aſpiring. 
[He retires behind ſome trees, 


Ss * E N E I. 
ALMOR AN, 


4 Twere better not to be, than thus to be. 
There's not a dungeon wretch to torture doom'd, 
Who may not boaſt a ſtate of eaſe, to mine. 
Spoil'd of my birth-right, of thoſe } A thoſe tranſ- 

ports,””--- ” 
To which on tow'ring wings my fancy 6 
And in their ſtead (curs d fate !) what have I gain d? 
In crown a partner, and in love a rival! Et 
O! *tis too much for patience to endure I- 
And yet, he hath by flatt'ring arts ſo won 
The public voice, and our great father's memory 


Stands ſo rever'd, that conteſt now were dang'rous. 
But ſoft! methought, I juſt now faw our vizier; 


An engine, none more fit to aid my purpole, 
 Os8min appears, and proſtrates himſelf. 
Vizier of Perſia, riſe: you come in ſeaſon. 

Ofm. Still may my ſervices forerun your wiſh ! 
So ſhall each toil and danger be a pleaſure, = 
And life itſelf A. -- | 

Alm. . Am Ja king? 

Qn, A king! dread Sir ! = 
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Alm. _ Ayz.ay, a king by halves; 
A puppet king —Accurſed—hell- form'd wiLL! 
Better a ſlave. What ſays the public. voice? 

Oſm. But that the pious OM AR gave it ſanction, 
(Whoſe ev'ry word was ſacred held as oracle, 
By ev'ry rank throughout the realms of eg} 
Ne'er would the. people - 

Alm. Death and . et 
Shall 8 0 ſlaves preſume to circumſcribe 
The power of kings, and canton out dominions 3 
O! I ſhall burſt with rage 

fn. By our great prophet 
There's ſcarce a vaſſal in this mighty empire, 
But waits impatient for your royal ſummons, 
To riſe in arms and vindicate your right. 

Am. Still have I mark'd thee zealous in my ſervice, 
Nor ſhalt thou find me an ungrateful debtor. 


O/m. The Gods, great king, have ſovereign * 7 


beſtow'd, 
As means of ſov' reign joy, on thoſe they love. 
Unbounded ſway is for unbounded, pleaſure; 
The lot of heroes, with our holy prophet. 
But then to think, for whom you've been deſpoi 1d: 
Am. And ſhall I bearit ? Can I live to ſee 
This ſhadow of a king, this ape of royalty, 
Share Perſia's throne ? Reſtrain, my daring ſoul, 


Whoſe boundleſs wiſh the world's whole empire ; 


graſps? | 

An abject wretch (more fit to whine | in moſques 

To prieſt-ruP'd matrons, and fanatic dreamers) 

Triumph victorious o'er me, in the heart 

Of that all- conqu'ring fair, ABD ALL a's daughter, 
For whom burn with never-cea 2ling flames! 
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Tis rumour'd, has been fix'd for her eſpouſals, 75 


_ THE NIVALEEIN OGS. gg 
Ofn. She ſhines/by all confe(s'd; the brighteſt maid 


The Eaſt can boaſt of in its ſtore of beauties, . | 
Still in remembrance ſhall I bear the day, 
Her father made his entrance as ambaſſador, 


To pay the homage of Circaſſia's realms. 
She rode beſide him on a burniſh'd car; 


But ſuch a blaze of charms, eye hath not ſeen. _ 


Tb enraptur'd gazers ſtood entranc'd with wonder, 
And murmur'd bleflings as ſhe paſs'd along. 


But by what means could you obtain the view 


Of this choice treaſure, which your happy rival 


Hoards up as jealous of the very light ?. 


An. Twas on a ſummer” 8 Roſy juſt when the 


dawn 
Had-uſher'd in \ the bluſhing beams of day, 


As at the palace battlements I ſtood 


To catch the cooling breeze, I ſpy'd the fair; 
When to a fount, in an adjoining garden, 
With ſome attendants ſhe repair'd to bathe. —— _ 
Around her lovely'form, a ſlender robe 


Floated luxuriant, white as virgin ſnow, 
Till by the brighter ſplendour of her limbs 


Outſhone, it faded, as th' enamour'd zephyrs, 


Wantonly ſporting, fann'd the folds aſide. 
But, when her veil and garment were remov'd, 


And all her native charms blaz d full to view 


Not more refulgent beams the ſilver Moon, 
When, from the veſture of a wintry cloud, 


Through whoſe pellucid veil ſhe ſaintly glimmers, 
Burſting, ſhe pours forth all her peerleſs luſtre. 


Dazzled awhile I ſtood, quite loſt in N ; 


And ne'er have ſince known reſt. 


A eee eve, 


Ali. 
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| Whom fate hath doom'd the vaſſals of my ſway. 


Is to relate, before us and our nobles, 
The anſwer we demanded of theſe Tartars. 
Till then, revolve | in mind our deep deſigns. 


The baſis theſe of all my mighty proſpects. 
His haughty ſpirit thence will ne'er know reſt, 
Till Perſia's crown and this Circaſſian beauty 
Are his without a rival; — and for this, 
Hamer muſt bleed, — bleed by a brother's hand. 
Why, be it fo; ——twill make him more deteſted. 
Then, whilſt in pleaſure ſunk he waſtes the day, 
To ſweep him hence, and vault into his feat, 
Muſt be my timely deed. It ſhall be fo. 
Should fortune ſpeed my ſchemes, then ſhall each 


If not, all muſt confeſs, | greatly dar d. [He goes of 
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E It muſt n not be 

"Ohm. Lett Pronounce your will. 

Alm. Vet let n me pauſe a while. The time's not apt: 
Invaſion at our gates; our ſubjects mutinous: 
And then, this partner-monarch ſeeks to win, 

By arts moſt ſervile, popular applauſe; 
Whilſt I diſdain to yield, or flatter thoſe, 


This day, Ax ARESs, the Armenian prince, 


[Almoran . of. 
fn. Divided empire e love!— 


tongue 
Applaud the juſt aſſertion of my claim: 


SCENE II. 
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DIO I ED Ir ION) 
OS SEMEN 2 
. 


A Manſion near the Palace. 


TO ALMEVDA enter ELMIRA. 


Elm, May all the tranſports, that for ever wait 
On virtuous love, be thine! Let me ſalute thee, 


By 
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By the much wiſh'd-for names of queen and fiſter. 
But was it kind; or, did it ſuit that friendſhip, 
Which our fond fouls have plighted to each other; 
That I ſhould be a ſtranger to theſe tidings, 

Until I ſhar'd them with the general ear? 

Alm. Cenſure me not, ſweet princeſs, till you hear 
me. e rr | 

It was his will, who muſt rule mine for ever. 

Elm. I'm fatisfy'd. —T was friendſhip's jealouſy ; 
Which, true like mine, can but ill brook reſerve. 
Yet fain would I be told, moſt happy maid, 

How firſt his love began, and how it grew : 

For, had'ſt thou been, if poſſible, more fair 

Than thoſe immortal daughters of delight, 

Reſerv'd to crown our holy prophet's love, 

Yet were he ſtranger to thy worth of ſoul, 

He would have view'd thee as the panne flower, 
Whoſe beauty ceaſes with the morn that rear d it, | 
Form'd but to charm the ſenſe. 

- FTE l may remember 3 
Sometime before great SOLYMAN, your ſire, . 

Was. from his throne to paradiſe remov'd, 

Circaſſia was renown'd o'er all the Eaſt 

For ſports of exerciſe and feats of arms. 

Thither this ardent prince (in thirſt of glory) 

Paſsd in diſguiſe, to practiſe with our youths, 

As a young Perſian ſoldier named Z aN ER: 

But his demeanour was to all ſo courteous, 

With manly beauty, dignity of aſpect 

That all eſteem'd him, far beyond his ſeeming, 
When, on a time of ſolemn feſtival, 

Sacred to mirth, to beauty, and to arms; 

5 Winning the prize from all the rival princes, 
Vor. 1. H Radiant 
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Radiant! in golden arms, and trophied ſpoils, 
And all the grandeur of the gorgeous Eaſt; 
He laid it at my feet, with ſueh a grace, 
As ſtamp'd his image on my heart for ever. 
- Bam. Saw you him ſoon again ? 
Alm. Not till the night, 
A fire confunnd the manſion where I lodg'd, 
Contiguous to ſome buildings of the palace. 
For, ſhortly after our firſt happy meeting, 
He from our coaſt was ſummon'd, to the funera! 
Of your renowned fire, juſt then deceaſed : 
At the fame time, my father being order'd, 
As our ambaſſador to haften hither, 
'To pay the uſual tribute to your kings, 
I him accompanied; for, ever ſince 
He loft the much-lov'd partner of his ſoul, 
oy loſs, we never can enough deplore) _ 
Ive ſought to ſoften all his hours of ſorrow r 
With duteous Iove.—Pardon my guſhing tears. 
Elm. Nay, let them flow : ney caſe the but- 
r ey 
Vet much I wiſh to hear your flory" 8 ſequel. 
Alm. The flames o'er all the lofty dome had rag'd, 
Ere I awoke; rous'd by the piercing cries 
Of an attendant ſlave, that in them periſh'd. 
Frantic with fear I haſted to the caſement, 
Whither my ſhrieks brought numbers ; *mongſt the 
reſt, 
The royal Hamer, as I after found; 
Who call'd aloud, that I ſhould caſt me down. 
At length, no other choice but death remaining, 
Trufting t to fate, | from the window leap'd. 


El. 
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eſcap'd. 

Alm. I was receiv'd, ere could reach the pave- 
r 

When raight | was convey'd to [his apartment, 
Through the tumultuous croud, as death inſenſible. 
But, when I had regain'd my ſcatter'd ſpirits, 
1 my head reclin'd upon his boſom, 

| No cov'ring o'er me but a lender garment, 

In a ſtrange place; I ſhould have ſtraight expir'd, 
| Had not my father at the inſtant enter'd. 

Elm. But all this while, did not your foul recal 
The fond impreſſions of your dear deliverer ? 
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4 | My deep diforder'd ſtate, they ſcap'd my notice. 

Em. Had he not ſome remembrance ? 

Am. EE O! he had: 

| And, when my father the ſucceeding day 

Proſtrate appear d to pay our duteous thanks, 

© Inſtant he rais'd him, and expreſs'd his wiſh, 

M earneſtly, I had accompanied him 

And will'd it might be fo without delay. 

This when I heard, alarm'd I knew not wherefore, 

Þ My heart all futter'd like a frighted bird; 

But 'twas my father's will, and I obey'd : 

© But think, my princeſs, what was my ſurprize, 

& the E When in my life's protector [ deſcry'd 

1 The conqu'ror of my heart! 

Ein. And what enſu'd ? 

Alm, The thrilling tranſport. ſo e my 
ſoul, 

That I was near bereft of every eule 

| Which he obſerving, gently took my wad; 

Cave it with ſoft emotion to my father, 

„„ Vowing, 


r Ä A or ——ͤ— n 


Elm The height ſo great, tis ſtrange how you 


Alm. Though there for ever fix d, yet ſuch was then 
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Vowing, 'twas worſe than death to part with it. 
Then, gazing on me, he again addreſs'd him: 
« This precious treaſure, will you now reſtore me? 
A ſlave I ſeek not, but I court a queen, 
If ſhe can yield her heart in love to Hamer, 
Not her hand only, to a king in form, 
« ] will be her's alone, ſhe mine for ever.” 
My father only could aſſent by ſilence, 
Such was his tranſport at my happy fortune 
Elm. Our holy prophet ſpeed the happy union! 
But 'tis ſome nine moons ſince; whence this delay? 
Alm. In the firſt tide of ref he vow'd that 
mourning 
To the lov'd memory of your royal ſire. 
Elm, Say, then the happy hour that crowns your We 
ore? N N 
Alm. At eve to-morrow in the royal ED = 
Elm, With joy unfeign'd | will attend you thither. 
Alm. Kind Heav'n! impower me to repay tis 
goodneſs. TN [They go of: 
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1 8 r . 
— Ez NEL 
A Gallery in the Palace. 


bad 4 


Hamer alone. 


Ham. \ HIS brother 8 firange deponment is 
alarming; 

And all things round us wear a gloomy aſpect : 

His heart, I know, is deſperate as baſe.— 
O royalty! mere bubble dream of bliſs ! 
The toil-tir'd peaſant, when his taſk is o'er, 

On molly couch enjoys that ſweet repoſe, 

| Which flies from palaces and beds of down. 


11 
= 
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= Enter Os Min at a ſmall diftance. 
ither 1 fn. ( Ah de.) Alone, as I could wiſh! Nov, now's 
the time, 


I muſt provoke his gentle foul to rage: 
Already I've inflam'd his brother's fury. 


Ham. Vizier, ariſe! your countenance beſpeaks | 
Buſineſs of much import. 
O/m, Puiſſant prince! 
Permit me to remind you of the hour 
Appointed for the Armenian prince in council, 
There to relate the iſſue of his embaſſy, 
And the fierce Tartar's anſwer. 

4 Ham. Firſi declare, 
4c 1 Have you as yet diſelosd (as I directed) 
” = My purpos'd nuptials, to the king my brother! 
Oſm. 1 did without delay. 
_ Han, you ſeem perplex'd | ö 
Where 705 
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[He advances, and proſtrates fumſelf. 
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Wherefore that pauſe? why fix your eyes on earth ? 


Why ſuch preſage of ſome approaching ill? E: 
Unkold yourſelf. FE 
_- Of heroes though the firſt! 


Are there not ſtrokes within the reach of fortune, 
Which unexpected may ſurprize and ſink 
Tour fortitude of ſoul? 

A What can his mean? 
Some fearful ſecret lurks beneath that queſtion : 
Explain it quickly, if you prize my favour. 

On. Could you ſubmit, were it fate's hard decree, 
To yield your lov'd Atmevpa to a rival? 

Ham. ALME VDA |—rival !—fate you talk in 

myſtery.— 
Torture me not. thou putt'ſt me on the rack — 
By our great prophet ! neither crown, nor life, 
Is half fo dear to me, as my ALME VDA. 
On. Since thus the mere idea can alarm you, 
What if this fair were torn from your embrace? 
Ham. Without more ſtay of circumſtance, re. 
lieve me. 
Not woe pronounc'd is to the ſoul ſo dreadful, 
As doubt and dark ſurmiſe. 

On... Then hear, dread prince! 
When by your mandite I had fo diſclos'd 
Your purpos'd nuptials to your royal brother ;— 
At mention of the name of your ALMEYDA, 

Sudden he ſtarted; fury fill'd his aſpect: 
I ſtood reſign'd to fate; when, quick as thought, 
He check'd the burſting paſſion 3 ſaid, ©* *twas well! 
Then, with his hand, he wav'd me from his preſence. 
Ham. Wherefore? —Oh ſpeak!—— What knows 
8 he of Al. ME VDA 2 = 
See her he could not. 
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Oſin. - _ Sir, he has ſeen her. 
Ham. Where ? how ? when ?—Some Demon has 
bewray'd her. 
Oßn. By chance, ſometime ſhe bath'd, arid from 
that hour- 
Ham. Now I'm a wretch indeed rell, tell it all. 
Oſm. By all her beauties fir'd, with love he rages. 
Ham. Call it not love: the very thought's profane. 
His lewd licentious fancy never knew 
The enchanting raptures of a virtuous flame: 
His miniſters of luſt range all the Eaſt, 
For the firſt beauties; that a new variety 
May rouſe the languor of his ſated appetite. 
One fair alone I claim : and of that one, 
This moſt inhuman brother would deſpoil me, 
Diſhonour blaſt me ! ſhould he but attempt 
To foil the luſtre of this brilliant gem, 
If my chaſte mother's blood, that in his veins 
Flows equal as in mine, ſhould ſtay mine amn 
Nor ſhould this ſword be ſheath'd, till I had vengeance. 
fm. It works, as I could wiſh, (fide) 0 
4 mighty prince 
© Should it &er reach your angry rival's knowledge, 
| That I have thus preſum'd; there is no torture, 
| He would not think too mild: e witneſs, 
- E  heavit! --.. 1 
ris love of peace alone that urg d me to it; 
With this regard, that to prevent diſaſters 
Is eaſier far, than heal them when befall'n. i 
Ham. Fear not | Your caution ſhall have juſt 
; obſervance. 
I Proceed you to the council : 7 ſhall follow. 
$51 [ Oſmin goes . 
This vizier ſeems my friend : yet he's a ſtateſman; ; 
An 
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And in the chains of intereſt ſo fetter'd, 
T were dangerous truſting him. But he returns. 


Os ui re-enters. 


Ofm. Mluftrious prince, your brother with the noble | 


In council wait you. 
Ham. 7 1 ſhall inftant j join them, 
[He goes of. 
Oſn. Having wrought U, AM r thus to my —— 
I know not now an obſtacle, but CAaLED. 
Yet even he the mighty work ſhall forward. 
Weak in his judgment, ſtrong in his attachment, 
He may be hurried into raſh extremes, 
Which muſt undo the cauſe he ſtrives to ſerve. 
This to effect, ſhall all my powers employ. 
pe onds ages bots [ Exit, 


[SCENE 

The Preſence Chamber. 

AlMok ax, Hamer, the Nobles and chief Officers, 
85 AXARES enters. \ 


= Illuſtrious rulers of the Eaſtern world! 1 

In due obſervance of your high beheſts, 

I haſted to the camp of the barbarians; 

There to demand, Why thus with hoſtile rage 
They unprovok'd had ravag'd your dominions. 

| Conducted to their chieftain, named Oc r Ax, 
He, with ſtern aſpect, bold and brief thus anſwerd: 
We are adventurers of a common world; 
« And follow in our ſearch, of wealth and glory, 


6 * Where fate and fortune lead, Our ſport is war.” 
"hs, 
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Alm. I am for further parley, not more hazard: 
Some yielded terms may purchaſe their retreat. 
Ham. Far be remov'd from us ſuch dang rous : 
BH counſel! 
les Y What | league with plunderers ? fabioie to ſlavery 3 3 
or hold of them a ſubject realm in fealty ! | 
} Should this be known to theſe our fierce invaders, 
of. WW Soon would they ſtorm our a Perſia ! 
on, Perſia! | 
|: Great ſeat of empire, that ſo oft” haſt given 
Monarchs and conqu'rors to the Eaſtern world, 
„ Hon art thou fall'n ?—O Sol VM Ax, my father! 
Were but thine ballow'd relicks borne before us, 
Y They more would fright theſe outcaſts of the earth, 
I Than hoſts of Perſian troops, ſuch as are now 
xi, No more, our youths the ſmoaking chariots drive; 3 
3 No more, in foreſts chaſe the foaming boar, | 
43 Vor rein the fiery ſteed, nor glory court: | 
E All theſe are now exchang'd for wanton dance, 
For am'rous ſong, for feaſt and revelry, 
ers, 3 And ev'ry ſoul-enervating delight! 
An. Brother, the rigid cenſures you've beſtow'd, 
© II! ſuit the ſtate of theſe moſt perilous times. 
© Wherefore, henceforth, by the great fount of light | 
I ſball all counſel ſhun with thee ; nor reſt, 
Vall the crown, my lawful right of heritage, 
be mine unpartner'd, mine without a rival. 
Ham. Full well thou know'ſt, my right with 
E thine isequal; 5 
And, though thy pow'r were boundlef as thy pride, 
7 dare proclaim that right, I will maintain. 
Alm. Unſheath the (word then, and let that decide. 
| Ham. Firſt, to the ſtates of Perſia and the people 
1 E my cauſe refer, 
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„„ yy Io this good ſteel, 


Alone I ſhall appeal ; which ne'er ſhall ruſt 
Till Perſia's diadem be ſolely mine. [He goes of. 
Ham. My lords, I truſt, your wiſdom will be wary, 


That nought, which hath here paſs d between your 


kings, 

Should, at this ſeaſon, reach the vulgar ear. 
You, noble youth [40 Axares] with all our other cap. 

dains, 
Already to your ſtations are appointed. 
My countrymen ! my friends |!——O ! ſuffer not 
Theſe luckleſs feuds to hurt the gen ral cauſe! 
United, we may hold in ſcorn theſe ſavages; 
Divided, we mult fall an ealy ſacrifice, 
So, each man to his duty.——Ax arts, ſtay. 


[They all, except Axares, withdrav. 


: Thowrt now the only friend, ſince Ou ar's fall, 
To whom my ſoul can ſafely tell its ſorrows. 
From our firſt infant years together rear'd, 

In danger oft' by mutual aid preſerv'd, 

I hold thee as a portion of myſelf. 


Ax. Long, long may the renowned HAM v live, 


To ſhield his people, and ſupport an empire 


Ham. O prince! there is, beſides, a tender ſubject, 


For which alone my ſoul can deign to fear. 


Ax. My faithful heart with ardour pants, to learn 


The danger, that can thus alarm my prince, 
And ſhake his noble fortitude. 

Ham. EKcncu then, 
Tis not alone my ſhare of Perſia's throne, 

Of which this lawleſs brother ſeeks to rob me: 

But this inſatiate, luſtful, bloody tyrant, 
Thirſts for my life; for more than life, Ax ARTS: 
He burns, to raviſh my ALMEYD A from me. 
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Ax. Firſt periſh all the tyrants of the globe ! 
Hath he not dar'd you to unſheath the ſword ? 
And now's the very tide of opportunity, 
While ev'ry happy circumſtance conſpires 
Io aid the great deſign. Without our walls, 
E Anum'rous hoſt of Perſia's warlike ſons 
EZ Embattled ſtand, awaiting me their leader: 
Midſt all theſe troops, truſt me, there's ſcarce a man, 
Who was not ripe for deſperate revolt, 
Ere Ou Ak fell beneath his murd'ring ſword. 
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The nobles too, nay, ev'ry rank in Perſia, \| 
All groan beneath his yoke ; all wiſh relief; 10 
And all on thee alone have fix d their hopes. = 
What then forbids, but that - 
Ham. | „ LIIT it not. | þ 


I ſhudder at the thought. —All-gracious Heaven 1. 
From civil rage (that many-headed one) 
Save, in thy mercy—ever ſave my people 
O prince! if once this fury be unchain'd, 

As ſoon we might th' impetuous flame repreſs, 
Or ſtay the torrent of the mountain flood : 

Nor death, nor peſtilence, nor all the woes 

Of wild ambition, or the thirſt of glory, 

Such dire effects produce; all ties diſſolv'd, 
That nature, love, or friendſhip had cemented, 
For the fell rage of malice and revenge: ; #1 
Nor end its evils, when its {pirit dies; fl 
Eut, like ſome foul contagion in the blood, 9 
TD canſinit their bane to ages yet unborn. 

| What then, ſhall I, vicegerent here of Heaven, 

| Plunge all the nations to my charge committed, 

In this calamity, theſe hideous woes? Ts 
Shall I, a mortal, fate's dread pow'r uſurp, 


And 
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And from th? Almighty wreſt the bolt of vengeance? 
No, rather fall the ruin on this head ! 
But O protect, good heaven, protect my country 
Ax. How bleſs d the nations, where ſuch virtue 
e 
But are not your eſpouſals to be ſoon ? 
Ham. To-morrow was th' appointed happy day: 
But firſt this open, this ill-boding breach, 
Inſtant attention claims, and every mean 
Which prudence can ſuggeſt; all elſe is loſt. 
Wherefore, I'Il haſten to apprize my love, 
Of the delny it threatens to our bliſs. 
| You, to the field, to bind your brows with honour, 
O, valiant prince ! when was a time before, 
That my lov'd country's voice, that ſacred call, 
Urg'd me to arms, and I the conflict ſhunn'd ? 
Kind heav'n reſtore thee to thy friend, thy HAMET, | 
A victor with triumphant wreaths adorn'd ! 
[He goes of. 
Ax. Never, O ! never may I thence return 
And then! (too flatt'ring thought, yet ah! how vain?) 
The fair, the dear, divinely fair ALMEVDA 
May heave a ſigh, and drop a ſilent tear. 
But ſoft, my foul !—Why all theſe love-ſick dreams} 
Is ſhe not ſoon to be another's right ? 
The deſtin'd conſort of my prince? my friend? 
Vet, witneſs, heav'n! I knew not of their loves, 
Until my heart was paſt recovery loſt, — | 
But wherefore ſtay I here ? the battle calls! 
III ruſh, where danger wears its blackeſt front; 
1 here, there to meet inevitable fate. 
- [He goes f 
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SCENE III. 
ALMEYDA alone. 


Al, This meſſage from lord H AMET much 
Alarms me. | 


Enter ELMIRA. 5 
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Elm. Pardon this ſudden entrance on your privacy! 
But ſince we parted, as I paſs'd the palace, 
What time the nobles were from council moving, 
Methought each viſage ſeem'd with horror pal'd, 
As if ſome ſad calamity impended ; 
And now *tis rumour'd, that my rival brothers 1 
Have each to other vow'd eternal enmity. g : 
Al. Heav'n, that ſuch feuds ſhould 'twixt ſuch 1's 
kindred rage! 9 
Em. O! wonder not: they are in ſouls as different, bi 
As in their perſons like.—Fierce and impetuous, : 
The haughty ALMoR AN all virtue ſpurns, 
Whilſt the delight of all, the gen'rous Hamer, 
Was ever gentle, as the fouthern gale, 
That breathes upon the boſom of the ſpring : 
And yet, ſhould wanton oppoſition thwart him, 
He firmly will purſue the juſt deſign, 
Which honour prompts, or public good Jams; 
Though tumults riſe, and faction ſwell the ſtorm. 
| AI. Tis as my heart preſag d: for oh! but now, 
| One of th' illuſtrious Hamer's chief attendants, 
| With viſage pale and wild, trembling all cer, 
In faulting accents ſpoke his near approach. 7 
Ah! love, relentleſs tyrant of the heart! f 
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Haſt thou no pleaſure, unallay'd with pain? 
What anguiſh waits the diſappointed paſhon ! 
And, in the mutual flame, what endleſs fears 
Imagination forms, to rack the ſoul ! 
Protect, ye pow'rs ! the lord of all my wiſnes! 
Spare him, and pour your vengeance all on me! 
[A knocking 15 heard, 
Elm. Permit me to retire. —Ere next we meet, 
May all theſe gloomy clouds of fortune vaniſh, 
And nought but ſun-ſhine meet your future days! 
Alm. Eternal b crown thy matchleſs vir- 
tues! [Elmira goes of, 
Enter Halter, 
Ham. Ye guardian powers, ſurround my love for 
ever ! 
The time is pregnant with ſuch dire diſaſters, 
That ſudden thus thy H a MET haſtes to tell thee, 
That thoſe wiſh'd moments, which but now were fix'd 
To light up all his future bliſs of life, 
Should be inviolate, unmix'd with ſorrow. 
How pale ſhe grows !—Good heavn! what have 1 
done? —_ 
Why ſwell thine eyes 3 with the burſting tear, 
Which trembling Hangs before their radiant bright- 
m8: 
As miſts before the morn ?—O ! anſwer me.— 
Aum. Pardon, my lord, the weakneſs of my ſex! 
An hoſt of warring thoughts, of hopes and fears, 
Of joys and doubts, alas! of dark forebodings, 
Of late poſſeſs and fink my ſoul to ſadneſs; 
And all my reſtleſs ſlumbers ftill are þaunted 
With airy ſhapes and phantaſies moſt fearful, 3 
83 am. 
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Ham. Soul of my ſoul ! theſe viſionary terrors, 
geldom are abſent from the tender heart: 
But HamerT's life ſhall be ALMEVDA's buckler. 
Alm. Alas! my lord, I ſhudder at the thought, 
When I reflect upon the heavy trials, 
To which my envy'd fortune may expoſe me; 
When I conſider how the haughty ALmor an 
May ſcorn thechoice your heart hath deign'd to make, 
Which might have honour'd Aſia's proudeſt princeſs: 
But above all—oh ! ſhould yourſelf repent ! 
Ham. By thy dear ſelf I ſwear, (nor doubt my truth 
For on thy fair opinion reſts my being,) _ 
But that J am not maſter of my fate, 
Nor choice or will poſſeſs but for my people; 
could henceforth without regret renounce 
The pomp of diadems and blaze of greatneſs, 
Io dwell with thee in ſome ſecure retirement. 
Nor envy fear: ſo far thy virtues paſs 
All imitation, that it ne'er can reach thee. 
Awhile, the public charge demands my duty. 
O! let me then on this lov'd hand impreſs 
The farewell of an heart, without thee deſolate. 
. 1 He goes off. 
Am. Heav'n! what is hope ? that long, long 
look d- for happineſs? I 
That coming joy, the ſigh of expectation ?_ 
The diſtant bliſs approaches; tis at hand, 
Juſt in our grafp ; we think to ſeize, to hold it: 
When, at the very moment of poſſeſſing, 
'Tis gone, 'tis vaniſh'd, wafted far away; 
Never, alas! oh | never to return. 
[She goes off. 


SCENE 


7 
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8 C E N E IV. 
The Palace Garden. 


ALM ORA NW. 
Alm. 1 ordered Cal, captain of our guards, 
To meet me on this walk. He is a man, 
Whom, from the loweſt ebb of fortune's current, 
Thave to ſtation rais'd beyond his hopes, 
And he appears to be of grateful ſpirit ; 
In ſuch we may confide.—But he is here. 

25 | Enter CALED. 15 
Henceforth I nominate you chief commander 
Of all our hoſts, in this and ev'ry region; 
Which honour'd rank, to our deſerv'd reproach, 
Too long hath been entruſted to a ſtranger. 

Cal. Words cannot teſtify my faithful gratitude : 
Deeds mult ſupply their want. Tour will, my Sove- 
. 
Alm. Then ſee, that ſecretly a | truſty party 
| of your command be ready, well appointed, 
To ſeize th' Armenian prince, my foe profeſs'd, 
And give him to my vengeance. If ſudden, 
»Twill cruſh reſiſtance, and enſure ſucceſs. 
For this your warrant, you have here my ſignet. 
Yet hold !—Awhile you muſt attend at hand; 
Some weighty matters of more urgent quality, 
Demand attention to be firſt accompliſh'd. 
So, now retire, and wait my quickeſt ſummons. 
Cal. I have no will, but as my Prince directs. 
[He goes off. 
Alm. Yet farther to ſecure him, I have rais'd 
Such jealouſies between him and our vizier, 
That each ſhall labour to excel in ſervice. 
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8 CENTS 1 

The Palace. 
Hain alone. 


Ham. 


right 
My brother too !—againſt my father's WILL I— 


of I nmepets. What! is this! 
| An HnR ALD is FRI x 


Bold ſlave ! q | 
. Pardon, dread prince, my ation ) z 


b I come with fammons from the mighty ALMoR. AN. 


Your preſence he demands at noon to- morrow, 
In the broad ſpace before the royal moſque, 


In public there, in preſence of the nobles, 


The prieſts of ev*ry order, and the people, 
To vindicate your claim to half the throne. 


| Where, if you fail t appear, 'twill be pronounc'd, 


You have that claim relinquiſh'd in his favour. 


Han Wan away — nor farther tempt my wrath, 
[Herald goes off. 


Meet him! f for what —Admit my right is doubtful? 
And that, when ev'ry engine is at work, 

E Which in foul deeds to pride and luſt can miniſter ?— 
Fet numbers, proof againſt his wiles and menaces, 
be firſt in rank and pow'r, have vow'd to ſee 
The w1LL of their lov'd Sol YMAN ſupported.- 
4 Their counſel at this crifis were of moment. { Exit. 
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R SPOIL me of my right my regal 


Yet, what of that !——But e A] — — [Flouriſb 
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SC E N E UI. 
The Palace. | 


Enter Os and CA LED. 


' Om. Omar alive! ay thou ?——Death to my 
hopes! : [df 3 
Cal. At eve, as I approach'd the royal 8 
Two factions ſtood oppos' d, with rage tranſported; 
And each with ſhouts proclaim'd a diff rent king. 
Ofen. Did any ſhout for Hamer? 
& At firſt but few; 
Until this ſage (who flood above. the reſt, j 
Veil'd in the habit of an ancient hermit, = 2 
With venerable front all filver'd oer) Wc 
Beſought permitted ſpeech : which though obtain'd, |<. 
Yet, in ſubmiſſive ſeeming awful filence, We 
Awhile he paus'd, as cautious to offend; = A 
Then, thrice he bow'd his head. The factious crowd „ 
Thence far more urgent grew that he ſhould ſpeak I Th 
Oſm. The practis d artifice of each incendiary, W WI 
To cheat the giddy crowd. I pray proceed. On 
Cal. At length, with ape mild, he humbly qui The 
tion'd, © Pur 
44 If any prince, of all the globe s firſt monarchs, The 
« Equall'd in worth their glorious, godlike H a ME; N WI. 
* Whoſe love (ſaid he) was as your realms extenſie © C 
Lis life, a conſtant courſe of watchful toils, Bott 
And ceaſeleſs ſtudy, for his people's ſafety :” - 
Then look'd around, as pauſing for reply. = i 


N 


Zut not a whiſper murmuring diſſent, h. 


With out-liretch'd arms he boldly then on 80 
4 | 
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Had they no gratitude ? Could they forget, 

ow oft', when lawleſs pow'r, of life regardleſs, 

Had ev'n to wanton maſſacre condemn'd them, 

This prince ſtood forth, and quell'd the tyrant” * 

B cc. fury! ? | 

4 0 chaſte, ſo ſtrict in his regard to truth, 

e would not deviate from her ſacred path; 

4 Either to win, or to ſecure an empire.“ 

3 n. 'Tis he — mine enemy — 0 of de ). But 
th' event? 

Cal. Roaring for liberty, a while they rag'd ; 

„ Till his ſoft phraſe appeas'd-the riſing tumult, 

E Charm'd it to peace, and won their {till attention: 

© When dauntleſs he pronounc'd, © That real liberty 

I Could only be of lawful rule the offspring; 

3 Which, by reſtraining each from doing wrongs 

. Aſſur'd their rights to all: that none e'er held 

1 Thoſe rights more ſacred, than th exalted HAM ETH 

1 Whilſt bloody Al MOR Ax, all ſubjects deemd 

Th eee ſlaves of kings.” Yea, in their rage, 

They even dar'd to call him, murdering tyram; 

y, Nuo flew their Om AR, and aloud claim d vengeance. 

"7 this, the crafty prieſt (caſting aſide 


que. The outward garb, in which he ſtood diſguis'd) 
EBurſt into view —Amaz'd, a while they ſtood : 

hs, ben ruſhing on, they rear'd him on theit ſhoulders, 

wer; {With ſhouts of joy, that pierc'd the vault of heav'n ! 

tenſue Of. Theſe tumults may advance my bold deſign. 


Both cannot live, and both perhaps may fall. [4fde. 
Eo Caled] This is ſedition, treaſon, foul rebellion ! 
But tis moſt ſtrange, how you eſcap'd their notice; 

rich muſt have fatal prov'd, amidſt this outrage | F 

Cal. Twas duſkiſh ; and a friendly porch con- 
& ceald me, 

N uns this dreadful ſcene of wild diſorder, 

g 1 2 | 


55 


But 
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But ist not fit, that we relate theſe matters 
Of ſuch high import, to our monarch ALMA? 
Oſin. Moſt certain; if tis ſafe, whilſt thus his ſpirit 
On all ſides is inflam d. 
Cal. * That taſk be mine. 
From diſtant climes by bis command I haſted, 
For the moſt weighty purpoſe now in hand; 
That the high ſceptre of the Eaſtern world, 
By birth and by our laws his right of wcitags, 
As ſuch, may be poſleis'd by him alone. 
Ojn. Indeed !—1 like not this, it bodes me ill 
Short is the fav'rite's pow'r, when truſt is ſhar'd. [4ſt 
In nought, my lord, the wiſdom of a prince 
Shines more conſpicuous, than in choice of council; 
Your known abilities and faithful ſervice 
By all confeſs d, do honour to the poſts 
You fill ſo greatly, and make ſtates your debtors, 
Cal. Would, noble vizier, that with ſuited phraſe, 
1 could repay you, this your gen'rous courteſy 
But truth of heart needs not the gloſs of words; 
In a blunt ſoldier's language then, accept 
My warmeſt thanks, although uncouth, Baer 
1 Oſin. The royal ALMORAN hath fix d to-morroꝶ 
FX At noon, before the royal moſque, to claim 
His juſt and fingle right to Perſia's realms. 
| TO have been ſummon'd to attend him thither ? 3 
Cal. Thave: and for the purpoſe have prepar' BY 
A hardy band, devoted to his will. 4 
Qſm. Diſeaſes deſp'rate, deſprate aids demand. v. 
Our late dread fov'reign, in his languid moments, W 
Moſt foully was abus'd ; elſe ſuch bequeſt 
Of a divided empire ne'er had happen'd. 


How opportunely then, you've come to ſerve bim; 
e 
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Cl N e'er ſhall theſe eye-lids cloſe, *till 1 it's accom- 
plied.” [ He goes off. 

Ojn. This flattery Age by ſome be deem'd 
unworthy ; 

But this rough ſoldier, Fm his brutal valour, | 

E Stands foremoſt in the favour of the tyrant : 

Much envied ſtateſman ! What haſt thou to boaſt of ? i 

Condemn'd to be a ſlave, the ſlave of ſlaves! | 

E To ſmile on villains, frown on humble merit; 

To mock deluded fools with airy promiſes ; 

And live in one unvaried ſhameleſs courſe. 

3 Of art, diſſimulation, and deceit ! e 


n ö 


ALMORAN and a RuFFlAN. 


Alm, Is it done FE 
Ref. -- + Dread ſow reign! yrs impoſſible. 
Alm. 'T'were better not eſſay d then. —What pre- 
vented? _ 
Ruf. Ere I could reach the door of his apartment, 
1 was ſecurd 
Alm. And my deſign diſcover'd ! 
Ruf. Fear not my faith. 1 ſhould have been im- 
FR . wv | 
Had not my hidden poniard ſcap'd their ſearch : 
| And even ſo, your ſignet only fav'd me. 
| Alm. Would you had ſcap'd without | it! But again 
Tou'll make the bold attempt? wo 
ns,  Ruf. Your zealous ſlave 
Already is provided with the means. 
q Alm. My bounty ſhall ſurpaſs your warmeſt hopes. 9 
Ruff. 9 
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So fine, it almoſt mocks the ſight ; and yet, 


That if awhile confin'd, it ſudden ſtrikes, 


1 For which the Mage's treaſure is not ſtor'd 
With habits ſuitable : beſides, from childhood, 


| My lineaments and limbs; ; thatin a moment | 


That my moſt intimate, the inſtant after, 


Haſte, and ſucceed ! Time on his rapid wing 
Impetuous as his flight, brooks no delay. 


| And lee me ſoon. 


Or awe me with its threats to baſe compliance. Eu. 
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Ruf Amidſt the ſecrets of a learned Mage, 
Whom in his cloſe of life I had attended, 
I found a powder of reſiſtleſs virtue. 
Alm. Thou truſty miniſter of fate Proceed. 
Ruf. Tis the ſoft down of an Egyptian flower; 


Such eſſence it contains of mortal quality, 


With inſtant death, whom e'er the ſcent approaches, MF ; 
Which, when expos'd to air, it ſtraight diffuſes, RK 
Alm, Moſt friendly drug! and thou of friendsthefiri! We 
But then for ſafety, with well-ſuited habit = 
| Your ſemblance change, t elude the keeneſt ey e. \ 
Riff. With that too, is your ſlave already uralte E 
There's not a clime, nor varied mode of life, $ 


I have by uſe ſo to my will ſubdu d 
I can my ſhape and viſage ſo transform, 


My alter'd perſon could not recognize. 
Alm. My happy ſtars ordain'd thee for my purpoſe 
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Wafts fair occaſion ; and my keen revenge, 


Keep ſtill my ſignet for your laſt reſource ; 


: Ruf. Sure, as your r ſlaye ſurvives. 
va [ He goes of 
Alm. That muſt not be: and fol have provided, 


Soon as the deed 1s done, an arm as deſperate, 
Shall ſtop the breath, which might diſcloſe this buſineſ 


SCENE 
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SCENE W. 
Before the Palace. 
Enter Onan, i in the habit of a hermit. 


Om. Under this friendly guiſe, I have thus 1 
* Kb even Suſpicion's eye; yet, weary'd much, 
Ino I the apartments of Lord Hamer : | 
$ [Hamet appears. | 
| and lo! he moves this way. Tis opportune. 
i [He proftrates himſelf. 
2 | May all the bleſſings of our holy prophet, 
N Ever await the ruler of the Eaſt ! ” 
Ham. Riſe, ſage! thoſe hoary locks demand nh. | 
Hes ſomething more, than this n mean garb beſpeaks. m 
$ laut. i 
> Your buſineſs pray ? 5 2 
Om. What know you not, my prince, 
The voice, once ſo familiar to your ear? 
Ham. Ha !—What art thouf— OMAR ?—Impaſ: _ 
ſible! ll 
| Some phantom, ſome illuſion of the Galt. * 
Om. No phantom, no illuſion. Ou AR lives. 
Ham. What miracle, what deity reſtor'd thee? 
Om. The tyrant's poniard miſs'd its deadly aim, 
And did but ſlightly ſcar mine aged boſom : 
But, as my death alone would quell his fury, 
3 ] firaightway fell, as if bereft of life ; 
fa "| And ſo was to the ſepulchre confign'd. 
ed, Ham. But how wert thou releas'd from the dark 
_ chambers, - 
In which I ſaw thee clos'd ? 
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Om. | A truſty ſlave, 


That night, was by appointment to have freed me: 
But, ere he came, a poor hard-fated wretch, 


Who long had been (as I ſoon after learn'd) 


The watchman of the place, thither repair'd, 


Soon as the night had ſpread her fable curtain; 
Lur'd by the hopes, that he might booty _ 
(As I o'erheard him mutter to himſelf) 


Of ſome rich ornaments, with which my corſe 


Was, by your ſpecial mandate, then embelliſh'd, 
As the laſt pious pledge of parting friendſhip. 
Approaching, with a lanthorn in his hand; 

Soon as he op'd the tomb, I ſeiz d his arm: 
Quite ſcar'd, he ſu'd for mercy. 
To lead me quickly to ſome friendly ſhelter ; 


So gave him all the treaſure that he ſought. 


With hands uprais'd, he bleſt me o'er and oer; 


Then led me to his dwelling, which, he ſaid, 

Had been the cell of ſome ſequeſter'd hermit, 
Midſt a thick wood, well-nigh conceal'd from ſight. 
There I remain'd in ſecret, till I learn'd 


The horrid machinations form'd againſt you. 


Ham. Let me embrace thee, beſt of friends and men! 
Guide of the faithful, guardian of my youth! 


Om. Thus favour'd then, may I preſume to aſk; 
Do you, great prince, the ſon of mighty Sol vx AN, 
Mean, as tis ſaid, to wed ABDALLA'S daughter ? 

Ham. Mean it I do, and glory in the choice. 


Om. 1 ſee, my prince, \ you are ſubdu'd by beauty. 
Ham. To fay, in common phraſe, that ſhe no 


beauteous; _ 
Fair, as the bloſſom'd ring, or bluſhing morn ; 
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Were far too poor, to ſpeak of her perfection. 


But that alone could ne'er have won my love: 

"Twas but the friendly light, that led my foul 

To the rich treaſures of her heavenly mind ; 

Her ſenſe, her truth, her innocence, her virtue: 

Theſe are the charms, that have ſubdu'd thy Hamer 
Charms, that will laſt, when life's gay bloom is gone; 
When fancy fades, and paſſion is no more. 


E Haſt thou not ſaid ?—* What though. the pompous 


« glare 
« Of titles, birth, or empire, awe vain gazers; 
4 ITis but the worth of ſoul that gives true dignity.” 
Om. Theſe my firſt precepts, ſtill remain my tenets, 


Think not, I wiſh you to renounce a paſſion, 


Which honour, truth, and wiſdom, muſt approve. 
No, my lov'd prince ! My heart exults to lee. 


Such goodneſs and ſuch greatneſs. 


Ham. Vet, ſeer, think not 
Her origin obſcure : the lord ABDALLA, 


Noble himſelf, is of a race illuſtrious ; 


Once mighty monarchs of the Eaſtern world. 
She wants not title then, t' enhance that worth; 


Which, were ſhe lowly born, muſt fix my choice, 


And give my diadem its' brighteſt luſtre. 
Shall I then tamely ſee this lawleſs raviſher 
Invade my rights, and triumph in his ſpoils ? 
Or he, or I, mult fall : my ſoul's refolv'd. 

Om. Avert] it, heav'n! Compoſe yourſelf, my prince! 
Th all-ruling Pow'r will ne'er permit ſuch wrongs. 

Ham. O!'tis moſt eaſy, when the heart's untouch' d, 
To give calm counſel, and to talk of patience. 
But theſe are fruitleſs now, —Awhile my love, 


Like ſome ſmooth ſtream in filence gently flow? d, 


And 


— — 
io 


But, now, oppos'd, it ſwells with s fury; 
And, like a torrent, bears down all before it. 


When the rude monarch of the boif'rous winds 
Confin'd in caverns keeps his ruffian guards; 
The ſcaly natives of the azure flood, 
Upon its ſmooth and glaſſy ſurface glide : | 


In ſhoals the finny race th' abyſs explore, 
While undiſmay'd the huge Leviathan, 
Tho' mountain riſe on mountain threat'ning ruin, 
Triumphant rides amidſt the roar of ſeas. 


Gives balmy comfort to my drooping ſpirit : 


Honeſt and brave ; though fiery, placable, Z 


And ſtole in ſweet meanders to my heart : 


Om. Great ſouls, like thine, unmov'd bear . 's 


ſtrokes: 
The timid only, | in the hour of trial, 
Tremble, or ſhrink at the approaching danger. 


But, when he burſts his adamantine doors, 
And the fierce tempeſt rages o'er the main, 


_ 


Or court the ſhelter of the friendly rocks; 


Ham. Thou oracle of truth! thy heav'nly counſel 
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3 


As would a viſion, ſent by ſpecial grace, 
To ſome expiring wretch, perplex d with doubts, 


— Of peace and paradiſe his ſoul alluring ; 5 


All now is calm again. 3 1 
Om. N ſay, my 3 —_—_ - 


Have you yet cauſed the people to be ſounded : ? 


Their love imports you much. BB) 
Ham, hs I doubt them not. 11 
Perſians were once renown'd for noble ſouls, 


Zealous for right; then only apt to err, 
When guile miſled them in the ſhape of virtue. 
And, tho' the times have not their wonted health, 
Numbers enow remain, by honour fir d, 1 
5 | | To 
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To ſtem the tide of vice; to fave their country. 

Haſt thou yet heard of this fell tyrant's ſummons, 

Which by an herald he hath dar'd to ſend me? 
Om. I heard it all; nor is it to be lighted : 

Careleſs ſecurity oft” fatal proves, 

To buſineſs then, my prince: it claims diſpatch. 

Already I've harangu d and ſooth d the people. 


[They go df. 
t 
A Gallery in the Palace. 
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ALMORAN and CALED. 


A N r oven. CPE 
Sele oof REA BE ES REO EO ANESGnR: 
EY AL. . 3 ˙ es ay 


ai Whenge this rude noiſe, at ſuch late hour of 

night? IA great ſbout. 

cal. Dread Sir! as bither Iin haſte reſorted, 
met the people in tumultuous outrage 
When, as they ſped along, the name of OMAR 
Was echo'd through the regions of the air. 

Alm. Would they were all as he! 
Cal. OM ar ſtill lives. 

Alm, Tis falſe: I ſiake my life. It cannot be: 
With this good ſword I fell'd the hoary traitor. 

Cal. Not fate itſelf's more ſure. Theſe eyes be- 

meld am, 

When, unobſerv'd this eve before the moſque, 
I heard him rouſe the people to ſedition; 
Who one and all cried out, No king but Hamer! 
Am. Some foul impoſture this.---Confuſion ! hell! 
Haſte, call my guards! let waſte and ſlaughter looſe! 
Who mercy ſhews, him I pronounce a traitor. 

Cal. A pow'rful band, by largeſſes ſecur'd, 


Train d up to ſlaughter and with death familiar Ly. 
In 
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In a fix d quarter wait my inſtant ſummons. 
Theſe in diſguiſe will mingle with the crowd: 
Where, if a ſingle voice ſhall dare oppoſe 

Your right, alone and-uncontroul'd to ſway 
The Perſian realms; ſuch vengeance will enſue, 
As future ages ſhall relate with horror. 


Alm. Away! and bear! in mind, I ſeek no prifo- 
ners. (CCaled goes o. 


_ *Tis now the hour of reſt: and gentle ſleep, 
(That flies my pillow) wraps in ſweet oblivion 


The weary'd ſenſe of all, whoſe ſouls are tranquil. 


Am Ia king? Yet ſhall I hve thus wretched, 


Barr'd of thoſe joys for which I hourly languiſh? 
Shall I behold them, rifled by another ? 


My rival too? What can the damn'd feel worſe ?— 


Her image, as ſhe bath'd, ſtill haunts my thoughts! 


Curs'd force of beauty, that can thus ſubdue me! 
That thus in thraldom holds my captive ſoul ; 
And tyrant-like, deſpoils it of all power, 

Of ev'ry wiſh t' eſcape the pleaſing ſnare ! 

Ev'n reaſon loiters, lur'd by the enchantment ; 
Until this haughty conqueror of hearts 

| Hat made its Pre ſecure. 


Enter Osvuix. 


 [Almoran tarts, and ſeizes his ſcymetar. 


Who dares intrude ? 
05 n. I come upon my mighty monarch's ſum- 
mons. | 
Alm. Do you regard my peace, or prize my fa- 
vour? 
Qſin. Doubt firſt, that darkneſs will enſue the light; 
Or that 'tis day, when the bright ſun ſhines forth. 
| „ Alm. 


3 


THE RIVAL KINGS. 123 


Alm. True proof of ſervice lies in deeds, not words. 
On. Speak but your will, that I may prove my zeal. 
Imagination cannot form a danger, 
That Os MIN would not hazard for his prince. 

Alm. Then lift. —I wiſh to rule alone. Lou pauſe! 
On. It ſhall be fo, the means are in my pow'r. 
Alm. Say how ?—Be quick My ſoul's on fire 

to know- 


fn. Griev'd, that this fatal inſtrument of miſchief 
(The wink ar our late king, the mighty SoLVMAN, 


Which at his dy ing moments was extorted) 
Should ſpoil you thus of your inherent right; 
Pve ſtolen it from the place, where *twas keeur'd. 
Alm. Ha fay'ſt thou ſo ?2—Where is it ?- 
Ofn. Dread fir, tis here. 
[Oſmin produces the will. Almoran ſeizes it.] 
Alm, Now is the crown mine only, ſpite of fortune. 
Yet, vizier, more-remains to be effected : 


The fair Circaſſian !---O! by th' immortal Mirae! 4 


I muſt poſſeſs her, elſe farewel all peace. 
Oſm. So may it prove! And now a thought occurs. 
Alm. Pronounce i ie. 
Ojn. Invention, aid me now! [Afide. 
Was it not fix'd by our two mighty monarchs, 
To meet to-morrow on the plains of Iſpahan 
| Soon as it dawn'd, to view this ſecond hoſt, 
Now deſtin*d:to be ſent againſt the Tartars, 
Io cruſh them at a blow? 8 
Ann.. At was. What then? 
On. Hath this Circaſſian beauty ever ſeen you? 
Alm. cannot lay : but winther tend theſe queſ- 
tions? 


: Oſm. 


125 AL M E Y DA OR, 


DOun. Let him alone attend; while you at home 
The more delicious joys of love purſue, 
I have a garb prepar'd, he often wears: 
Wherein attir'd, and by the dawn aſſiſted, 
With the ſimilitude that is betwixt you, 
You'll quickly gain admittance to her chamber, 3 
Where he ſo oft hath viſited in ſecret, 3 
Then, if ſhe takes you for your happy rival, I 
In the ſurprize you may, perhaps, perſuade her, 
To grant an earneſt of thoſe wiſh'd for joys 

So near at hand: if not, force muſt prevail. 

The prize is then your own. _ 

Alm, 55 Tranſporting thought! 
Already fancy wings me to enjoyment. .. 
Firſt of all beings! deity of light! 
Grant, that in this high enterprize I proſper; 
And at thy ſhrine I will for ever worſhip,  _ 
Tho mufties rage, and Prophets threat perdition !— 
[He goes of. 

Om. Dillimulation j is Ambition 8 hand-maid; 
And he that would aſcend, muſt lowly Bo: 
The lofty pine, whoſe branches pierce theclouds, 
Its humble root firſt fixes in the earth: 
No deed ſo foul, ambition muſt not ſtoop to. 
Things ſeem to forward well my future fortune: 
For, whether ſhe complies, or will not yield, 
It equally ſhall ſerve. So let them work. 
Low minds were form'd, as vaſſals to the world; 
The world itſelf, for tow'ring ſouls like mine. 
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E A C T IV. 
| V £4 
5 | A Gallery in the Palace. 


Enter in haſte ALMOR AN and OS] meeting. 


Aim. []J 4 v E you ſecur'd her? 
Om. Whom, my dread lord 3 
Alm. The proud Circaſſian maid. 


„ What means my prince! 4 
I truſt you have ſucceeded ? ? 
- PILES | Confuſion ! no. 


Some dream diſturb'd her, as I reach'd her couch; 
That, in wild murm'ring accents in her ſleep, 
She call'd for aid on Hamer and her prophet. 

I gently took her hand from her fair boſom: : 
Whereat the wak'd, with ſuch ſoul-piercing ſhrieks; 
That all, who ſlept contiguous to her chamber, 
With ſpeed ruſh'd in; at head of them, her father : a 
But him I ſtraight diſpatch'd. 

_ Of. What hinder'd then? 

Alm. Frantic ſhe caſt her on his ghaſtly corſe : 
She ſcream'd; ſhe tore her hair; ſhe ſmote her boſom. 
With horror ſtruck, I ſtood a while quite tranc'd; 
Then quickly ſhrunk from v view. Mean time ſhe 
fled! | 
Away! ſecure her, as you prize your nafety 1— 
Yet hold] ſtay on thy life !—Of theſe delays | 

I Advantage n may be taken by this brother, 

: This pageant king, this mockery of ſtate. 
n. Beſides, he much hath won a the People s love. 
Aim. 
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Am. Deluſion all; — They in their hearts contemn 
His abject ſpirit; that can baſely cringe, 
And court the ſlaves, who at his nod ſhould tremble, 
Whoſe ſpurious courage, and whole bold demeanour, 
Spring only from the fears of daſtard rulers. 
The tim'rous hand ne'er tam'd the fiery ſteed: 
'Tis to the brave alone, he deigns to yield. 
Oſm. And yet, great prince, whilſt thus diviſion 
YA 
Wou'd you ſucceed, tis meet that feign'd compliance 
Take place of chaſtiſement and harſh rebuke. 
There is in ev'ry ſtate a ſort of ſpirits, 
For ever reſtleſs, foes to peace and order, 
Themſelves moſt vicious; ſlaves to ev'ry faction, 
Maſking their private views, with fpecious ſhow 
Of public virtue, liberty, and love. 
Theſe, with the pomp of phraſe, mere empty founds, 
Allure the ſimple, and inflame the rabble 
Then lead them, as they liſt.— Such intruments, 
In times like theſe, are oft of wondrous moment; 
And muſt be won, to ſerve. Beſides, dread fir! 
Such arts have been much practis'd by your rival. 
Alm. Accurſed fate! to what am 1 debas'd ? 
To turn mean ſuitor to theſe abject vaſſals, 
And be a fawning king, a ſplendid ſlave ! 
I know them well ;—-light as the goſſamer, 
Sport of each blaſt, and as the blaſt inconſtant ; 
Reſtleſs alike, in 9004 or evil fortune, 
Juſt as their ſelfiſh leaders drive them on. 
What man can ſay, he holds their love a moment ? 
To day ador'd, to-morrow held in ſcorn ; 
Both, with the ſame blind zeal Vet, venal laves| 
There is not one, but may be bought for gold: 


Perpetual 


Perpetual ſtrife is their ſupreme delight: 

And, when they find no foreign cauſe for conteſt, 

They turn the love of quarrel on their country. 

Howeer, give orders to convene the nobles, 

Straightway to meet me at the royal moſque ; 

Where PI! — that right, of which I'm ſpoil d. 
;  [Oſmin Foes off. | 

There b to oppoſe me, now: — WILL's no 

more. 

Ere this, I hope too, my deteſted rival, 

Of diadem and beauty ſleeps regardleſs: 

O! by th' all- pow'rful deny I worſhip, 

Should fortune mock me there, this ſhall not fall. 

Puts huis hand to his * and goes off: 
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 Aforſi at a ſmall diſtance from the city of Iſpahan. 
Hamzr, Migy an, and others. 
A Tempeſt. 


Haw. Was ever a a morn of terrors IE „ 
| Wha rage of warring winds! what burſts of thunder 
© With ſuch tremendous ſheets of flaſhing fire, 
Br nature ſhudder'd at the threaten d ruin. 

Mir. O fir! all fear'd, all trembled, for your ſafety. 
Ham. But for the ſhelter of a friendly oak, 

E Whoſe ſturdy trunk for centuries had brav'd 

| | Heav'n's flaming bolt, and rough encount'ring blaſts, 
Imuſt have periſh'd in the hideous conflict. _ 

| | I fear the forces, that were now to meet us 


On the adjacent Plain, have erg nen NY 
wal Vor. . K Ui. 


nr „ AED ee eee * a 
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Mir. Such, as eſcap'd the light'inings baneful dart, 
(For many fell) have ſought the thicket” S . 


Enter Z AUA. 


Za. Our holy rophen guard the Faſt's great ruler! 
But now, as to the limits of this foreſt 
Anxious I haſted, fearful for your ſafety, 
Amidſt this dire colryulfiver of the elements, 
Ifaw a wand ' ring fair with an attendant, 

Not diſtant far, in ſeeming ſore diſtreſs, 45 

Ham. Tis ſtrange n fate expos d ber to 

theſe terrors ? 

Let's ſeek her out : vba we e yet may ave her. 
Heav'n forms tne hero to protect the fair. 


o- 
£CENE 0M 


7 


Scene changes, and Al. MEYDAis diſcovered, with an | 
ATTEND aNT ſupporting her. 
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Att. No longer can my tir'd, though willing, arm 
Support her weight: Let's reſt beneath this rock. 
This wood, though near the confines of the palace, 
May yield us ſafe retreat. The trees ſtand thick; 
Its paths all darkſome, and perplex d; beſides, 
Our fell purſuers, midſt this train of horrors, 
 Appall'd have loſt their way. 

„ Mercy, good heav of. 
1 ſhiver l. Oh! Pm cold,---cold---cold to death! 

At. Alas 1 ſhe faints, and no alſiſtance near 


4. cave opens, and an Oro Man comes forth. 


Old M. Methoi/ght, T heard the voice of deep dif 
treſs. 


Say 5 
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gay, what art thou, and who this helpleſs fair, 
To all this rage of tempeſt thus expos'd? 
Att. O! help to reſcue her from this deep trance | 
| [The Old Man approaches near to Almeyda. 
Old . I have a medicine compos d of ſimples,.— 
Whoſe friendly virtues I have oft experienc'd : | 
| will eſſay it here. [ he adminiſters it] Again ſhe breathes; 
And to her death-pale cheek the roſe returns, 
As loth fo ſweet a manſion to forſake. 


Enter Hauer, Z AMA, Mix v ax, and 4 Attendants þ 


a. This is the party, that I juſt now met. 


Hem Am I awake Or are theſe ag 
viſions? 


By the eternal Pow'r, it is my lb! —— — 
What could have brought ber to this ſtate of miſery! 
Alm. Where am 17 Are not you a man ?—fland 
off. 
See —ſee —My father bande of horror! 5 
There, - there, —on . cold turf e —bloody 
corſe |J—— —  _-- 
O Hamer! Hamer! had I been the victim, 
Then had I bleſs'd thee with my parting breath. 
Ham. Father !—blood — H MET I- victim — 
Moſt wonderful! 
ud M. Ol try, ſweet iy, to compoſe your ſpirits ! 
lll can that tender frame ſupport theſe tumults. 
An. Who could ſuſpect his tender, ardent vows! 
Or that ſuch heav'nly form conceal'd deceit l- 
Dart, dart your bolts, ye thunders, at my head 2 
Tis death alone can rid me of my woes. 
Ham. (64 pol fraud is DON What hell concerted. 
ſcheme  - 
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By ſacred truth by our FOR mutual loves! 
Not nature's ſelf is to her courſe more true, 
Than I to thee, thou dear celeſtial maid ! 
O ſpeak !—+—Thoaſe eyes that glare upon me thus, 
Yet fee me not, nor with thy ſoul hold N 
It is thy Hamer ſues 
Am. Why, —let him come !— 
He will not kill me —that would be too kind. — 
Rage, tempeſt ! — rt not ſo fierce, as 
. 
FT ake, take my life gut ave! oh! ! ſave from 
ifamy 
A wretched orphan, deſtitute of ſuccour! 
Ham. Can no one here this myſtery unfold 2 
Att. Wou'd ſhe were favour'd with 1 Place of 
T 
Where, when the tempeſt of her Py is ; calm'd, 
We may her tale of grie vous woe diſcover. 
Old M. Within this cell ſhe may ſecurely reſt. 
A faithful old companion of my days ö 
Who now ſeeks water at a neighbouring 3 
On her return ſhall miniſter all comfort, 
Our humble lodge and ſcanty means can furniſh. 
Ham. Alas! the links again Help! bear her in 
17 hey go into the cave. 


8 | v4 E N E W. 
The Palace. 


—— 


Amon an, Osmx, and CaLED. 


Am. What, no news yet of this pretender s fate? 
Cal. None yet have reach'd us: but he can't eſcape. 
Ev'n of his guards, ſome have been won to ſerve you 

| or 
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Nor is there one, who, for the price now offer, | =_ 
Would not mn the POTS they adore. ': 1 
LA. ſeund of 795 "Fl 

Am. This ſpeaks bine tidings. 98 bi 
Enter an OFFICER, who falls proſtrate. þ 

| Off. Great king of kings! P 
E Riſe, dare! 1 and when you? fear-firuck heart it 
Proticnnd# the news you \ bring! There i is no \ miſery 1 | 
In fate's black ſtores, that look doth not preſage. | 1 Al 


Off. Under the ſhelter of a duſky miſt, 
At dawn of morn, the Tartars ftole upon us; 
What though your troops had, all the night befor 
To guard againſt furprize, untented watch d. 
Their van, a body of gigantic fize, 
With iron maces arm'd, whoſe fatal froke, 
| Nor temper'd helm, nor buckler conld refiſt : © 
| Theſe, wildly ruſhing on with hideoys ſhouts, 
| Through every rank Amaze and terror ſpread; 
And rout awhile enſued. © 
o | 3 rebels! 
I am betray'd!—lll-omen'd ſlave ! what further? 
Off. But for the brave Ax ares, who repreſsd 
| The hot purſuit, and ſtay'd the victor an 
| They had been at our gates. 
Z Peace, daſtard ! peace! 
This arm, with half your numbers, thrice hath chasd 
_ This lavage rabble to their dreary wilds, 
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Enter another Orr 10ER. | 
2d off Pardon your ſlave! As from the camp L 
: haſted, 
oO met our late king Hamer on full ſpeed, 
_ Regardleſs 
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Regardleſs of the tempeſt's wrathful wreck; 
Nor far behind a body of your troops, 5 
Headed by two of Perſia's chief commanders, 
Mi RV AN and Z AM A, of his firmeſt friends, 
Toj join AXaREs the Armenian popes. 


Aim. All, all retire awhile : 1 chooſe ſome pri- 


, VACY: — 
Vet wait within a call; the time is ſhort. [7 hey g 90 of. 
Curs'd ſtars !—Darnation ! whither fled my ſenſes, 
That this Armenian dog ſhould now exiſt? | 
That one, ſo link d to my deteſted rival, 
Should at this day be leader of our armies * F 
This brother too! Vet may ſome few hours give 
Bothtomy. Vengeance. — Then, I ſcorn the Tartar, — 
Should there be in my breaſt a ſingle ry... 
Of love or pity left, I henceforth baniſh it, 
As foreign from the ſafety. of a crown; 
And fear alone my future rade ſhall Rabliſh. | 


A plain n near a foreſt, in view of the city ; where ap- 
pear Hau and OuAR, the lords Mig vx, 
Zaua, and others, at a 2 ſmall diftance. 


Ham. What led you to this: place of deep con- 
Kenlmem ? 
On. It is the ſame, whither 1 Was conducted, 
The night I was releas'd from my interment; 
And where oft? ſince in ſafety I have reſted. 
Ham, Shews ſhe. no glimm' ring of returning 
reaſon EE 


_ On. 


1 
= 
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Om. Ol no.—All's darkneſs ſtill, and 2 pol : 
Nor does the ſlave, that led her to this covert, 
Leſs ſtrangely talk, than his diſtreſſed Share... 
Ham. And ſhall Ileavehernow? diſtracting thought! 
Midſt all this mazy labyrinth of woe)?” 

Om. The public ſafety, thine, and her's demand it: 
Some moments muſt decide the fate of all. 

Ham. But oh! what torment can exceed that eral; ? 
Didi thou but know her worth, and how. . 3 


1 „4 


me. Wy 

But this will too Rr grieve 1. — RES ws ita: - 

Om. Deſpair not, oe] | Yet may thi auſpicious 

; Pow: yn...” F 

I That ſhields the <ailtlels and eig e in irtue, 

| Reſtore ALMEYD a to her faithful HAM r. 9 

| The ills, that have befall'n, let's firive to heal: 

| What yet with threat ning aſpect low'r upon us, 

| F orewarn'd we may, with heav'n's kind aid prevent. 
Han. Then, for a while, Il" tear mie from this 

= - mourner, 49 : ee A 

And to thy friendly care and av n config e — 

Now wy, po of HAMET as thou wilt. | 

| [He moves towards his attendants, 

At length, my lords, the tenipeſt's rage hath ceas d, 

And the heav'ns cheer us with a milder aſpect. 

Was not our brother to have met the forces, 

Here on this plain, that'are to join the camp ? 
24. Pettiaps he ſhunn'd the terrors of the morn. 


NM MesszxdER in haſte, 


Meſ. Ely, fly, dread prince! Four life bangs on a 
moment,. 


| Within this little ſpace c our monarch ALMORAN, 


Taking 


r 
* * 
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Taking advantage of your early whe, 
Conven'd the prieſts; the nobles, and the people, 
Before the royal moſque ; where he pronoun d 
Your claim to half of Perſia's throne a forgery. 
In vain the people ſtrove t affert your right: 
A choſen band of hireling ruthleſs ruffians, 
With keen-edg'd falchions, cut their bloody way, 
And ſtrew d the paverijerifs 1 with our ' Jaughter'd ci 
"Heh; 
An herald: then aloud proclaitvd you, traitor ; 
And for your head whole provinces are offer'd. 
Han. fear not aught, while Perſia 5 tr60ps ſtand 
firm.” 
15 2 O] truſt them not; for bribes have reachd 
all rank: 
; But r mg will inform you further. | 
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10 This morning, juſt as it dawn d, lord . 
rm RAN, diſguiſed in one of your habits, by ſome foul 
2 ſtratagem, got admittance to the fair ALMEYDA's 
7.0 apartment. . 1 2 
Ann In 8 Ant- and in my drels diſguisd! 
[He reads on.] 
60 « Not ſucceeding i in the attempt 5 made upon her 
e virtue, he would have forc'd her, had not her fa- 
e ther lord ABDALL a, rous d by her ſhrieks, ruſt'd 
into her chamber. The tyrant ftraightway lev 
« him : but, amidſt the confuſion, ſhe moſt happily 
c eſcaped, and has not fince been heard of. 


ALME VDA much abus'd perhaps undone ! l 

Her father ſlain !—and all, ſhe thinks, by me'— 

Whete is the meſſenger ? ? 2 
War, 
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Mir. le ſcareely flaid to breathe.” 

Ham, Alu vp loſt—and with her ev'ry joy 

Burſt ! burſt, my brain barons dear diftraction ! 
come 

Let us away | let's range the ſ pacious g lobe ! 

Let's to the foreſts, to the ſtony eſart ! 

Io barren ſands, and everlaſting ſnows ! 

Not the grim leopard, nor the briftly boar, 

The fierce hyæna, or the rav*nous tyger, 

Equal in ſavage wildneſs this deſpoiler. 

There, there, ſhe flies. See] Al MOR AN purſues her 
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ö Through the rude brake, all O er beſmear d with 
blood _ 
d Za. O! may your flave beſeech you, to have pa- 
Y tience, | |: -; 
Ham. Who talks of patience ? preach it to the | 
WO” tenpeſt— 
He has her now News, now, he Cons her 
Jo me ſhe cries !—This, tyrant, to thy heart !— 
0 15 Le u torters a while and falls. 
ol Za. Alas! he 8 fall'n — 
Ad Mr. Help, my lord, to raiſe him. 
. Za. How he trembles [They raiſe him up. 
Mir. Phe phrenſy, which hath wrought 
His tortur'd heart, will quickly waſte itfelf, _ 
her And all be calm „„ [Hamet / hs, 
| a. His foul returns. 
i yg Han. Were have [ been P—A trembling ſhakes 
flew : my frame: 
pplly J Cold damps bedew me 0 er; and I'm all a. 
— guid. 
1 My lords, 1 bluſh at this unmanly W 
— | When ev Ty motive urges me to action. 


Shall 
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Whole countries ravag'd from that eu . 
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Shall I not fly this inſtant to the palace, 
And with a thouſand gaſhes mark the monſter? 


Mir. Parties are out on every ſide to ſeize you; 
And then, mean while, the foe may reach our gates, 

Ham. Not the fond turtle, that beholds its mate 
By the fierce falcon o'er the plain ee 


In horror loſt, unable to aſſiſt, 


Fer felt ſuch pangs, as wring this torturd „ 
Za. Some ſcouts report, that the Armenian prince 

Is poſted near this plain, within a foreſt, 

Which you, ares prince, with 1 ſpeed, ra 

% % PD | 

Without Hy, © we e ſhall collect ths 558 

The ſtorm wa gd, and lead them to your banners, 
Ham. Now, by the ſacred aſhes of our fre, 


Th immortal SoLyMaAN ! ere the next ſun, 
One throne, one earthy ſhall not contain us Lech 


— er} ie 17 hey s go oY e weht. 


4 


8 © E N * v.. 
A Foreſt, 
An Or Max from a cave. 


on M. That they can here r remain n conceaf 
> impoſſible. 
It they” re diſcover'd, death's my certain portion. 


Tis true, this holy man hath been moſt bounteous: 
But avarice encreaſes with its gains; 


And large rewards are offer'd to ſecure them. 


hben, they're my gueſts, and here in ſacred truſt; 


And faith and truth plead ſtrongly in their favour: 
And yet our Sol YM AN, ſo juſt efteem'd, 


Tea, 
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Yea, e ev'n the ſeeptre he ſo greatly ſway' d, 

Was by his fire from its poſſeſſor raviſh'd : 

From prince to peaſant, then, tis plunder all. 
Beſides, tis ſaid, they're traitors to the ſtate : 

If ſo, twere gainſt my duty to conceal them. 

In youth and age I've been, twice twenty years, 
The wretched guardian of yon gloomy manſions; 
Where pride lies low, and all diſtinction reſts : 
And now, it ſeems, as if my friendly ſtars 

This booty offer'd, that mine eve of life 
May with ſome comfort ane —So ſpeed me, 


fortune ! Fen e 2 oer 4 
75 N E N E VII. 


A field near a large plain, where the Perſian army 
7 encamped. 


Ar ans, the Artenlan prince, is diſcovered lying ; 
Ein the earth. 


Ax. Am Tawake? KEPT is that Vw n's 's great light, 
Which flames thus crimſon o'er yon eaſtern hill ? 
All nature ſeems refreſh'd with ſweet repoſe : 

But I, to whoſe tir'd ſenſe and love- ſick heart, 
Nor cheerful day, nor care-compoſing night, 
Can bring relief, —-O wretched heart, fad ſeat 
Of conſtant ſorrow, — Would I were at peace 
Sure, ſtern misfortune hath not in its quiver 

A ſhaft of keener woe, than hopeleſs love! 


Hau appears. 


Ham. This \ way, methought the voice of mourn- 
ing came. 
My 
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My friend !—Tis as I fear'd —Aht- my Ax ARES) 
Howe er thou may'ſ| aſſume the placid mien, 
To hide the grief, that rankles | in thine heart, 
It breaks * all diſguiſe. 71 
„„ Alas! my 1 
Who, that has feelings, can unmov'd behold 
The bloody carnage of the late fought field, 
With all the waſte, that fell ambition makes? 
Ham. But is there not beſide ſome boſom grief? 
Which, canker like, preys on thy youthful bloom, 
And pales thy cheek ?——1 am myſelf a man, 
Oferwhelm'd with ſorrow : and, were it a time, 
Could ſuch a train of bitter woes relate, 
Which have befall'n me ſince we parted laſt, 
= That thou would'ſt wonder, I now live to tell them, 
Ax. Tve heard, I feel them all. But — may 
terminate, 
And with ſure bliſs and trium ph crown thy ſuff*cings; 
Mine ne'er can end. Wherefore, O! covet not 
To win that ſecret, which, till on life's verge, 
I muſt conceal ; but ſoon that hour will come. 
H Hlouriſb of agen. 
Has Hark! the ſoul- firing trumpet ſounds to arms. 
Ax. It wakes the: morning watch. The hour ap- 
proaches, 
Th important hour, that muſt Gert the FOR £ 
Of you, my prince, and Aſia's mighty empire, 
There was a time, when Perſia's warlike ſons 
Shone foremoſt in the liſts of fame and. glory. 
Ham. But with great SoLyM AN all virtue fled; 
And in its ſtead, came luxury and vice, 
With all the fell attendants of their train; ; 


Feebl 


Ss y 
m— 
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Feeble efferninacy, foul corruption, 
Unmanly pleaſures, cowardice of heart. 
Ax. What, though awhile the active ſpirit ſlumber, 


Yet, WIRE 199 Dea. 'n-born ſpark, which now lies 


ſmother d, 
ghall at the flame of virtue be rekindled, 


'Tyill ſhine and blaze forth with redoubled luſtre, 
As now, at ſight of their inſpiring Hauer, 
The drooping ſpirits of your troops revive ; 

And all wait, earneſt, for the approaching combat. 


Ham. Wou' d they were e prov'd | this ſudden fire 


may languiſh. 


Ar. Propitious heav'n ſeems to your wiſh waagen. ; 


Along yon hill, far as mine eyes can reach, 
I mark a cloud, the duſt of many feet: 
'Tis ſure the Tartar foe ! They mean ſurprize. 


Ham. Shall we — and charge them on their 


march? 


Arx. Our troops are ad ford upon FR olein; 


Suppaſe we wait them there? The ſpace is large. 


Ham. Their diſtance yet, may you. ſome pauſe - 


for counſel : 
Let's then away.—My breaſt with andour glows; 
And ev'ry nerve with double ſtrength ſeems brac'd. 
O, thou Supreme! who rul' the fate of empires} 
Grant, meet facceſs may crown our juſt deſigns ! 
Our country reſcue, from theſe fell barbarians ; = 
And, on this 1 king, ange the world ! 
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HAMEx, letter, — poiſon. 
I ſpy'd a ſtranger in a foreign garb, 
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AC ＋ . 
SCENE 


A council of war in a pavilion, on a | plain where 
the Perſian army are encamped. 


Hamer, Axazs, Minvan, Zana, and others, 


Ham. HIS ſadden halt, from their ſo rapid 


march, 


| Beyond the wood, beſpeaks me lows deſign. 


Ax. To lure us, tis moſt like, to break the order, 


In which we here moſt firmly ſtand embattled. 


Mir. Or elſe, to paſs between us and the city, 


Now | in their view. 


2. Such an atiempt were fevitleds: 


Two only ways lead thither from the wood, 
And both meet on this plain. - [A clarion found. 


r Some tidings this. 
Enter in haſte : an or riet K. 


of Dread prince! but now, as on my watch! 
„ ene, 


I heard a voice from a contiguous 8 


Muttering (midſt others) theſe alarming ſounds; 
Ruſhing towards it, 


And in his hand a paper; which, confus'd, 
He haſtily unclos'd, and viewing tore, 
Caſting the broken fragments to the wind. 


Straight his whole frame was horribly convulsd ; 
And all that we could learn, ere he expir d, 


Was, 
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Was, that kis FATE, was for OUR PRINCE intended: 
But afterwards, on ſearching him, we found 
E This royal ſignet of our dread king ALMor an. 
Han. pon looks not well. 

Ax. Howe'er tis fortunate ; ; 


| | | As it vrdys deſigns of black intent, 
| And may 2 ſome further boon from heaven. 
ö q Enter another Orr Ic ER. 


1 E of Some ſcouts report, the Tartars are in motion. 
Ham. Each to his poſt en wait them on the 


TT” [They goof 
e KN E u 
The Palace. 
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Aron ax and Os xx. 


b. ' Aim. Wherefore this ſhout ? [4 ſhout i ts FOE” 
b Un. . It ſounds the voice of triumph. 


Enter CaLED and falls proftrate. 


R 
n TINT” 4 99> 6 
NO RE VE try: 


1 Alm. Your haſte ſpeaks eager zeal ;——your ti- 
| dings?—rife. 
Cal. OM AR, great prince ! with the Circaſſian 
= fair 
; it, Alm. Are ſeiz d E rhanks to the almighty ſource 
r 


i And thee The tranſports of my ſoul |—How _ 
LE Where?. 
I Cal. Deep in the boſom of a neighbouring wood, 
Deſcends a cave, with ivy mantled ofer, 1 
[WE There lay this fair, and füll might there have refled, 
Nas, From ev ry eye conceal'd. but thoſe alone 


1 (And they but few) to her retirement Privy "ow 
F Had 
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Had not her hoſt for the rich bribe betray'd her. 
With her I found that old ſeditious prieſt, 

Om AR, the minion of the brainleſs rabble; 

In the ſame hermit's guiſe, in which, before, 

He dar'd pronounce againſt your ſacred rights. 
Am. Theſe ſervices ſurpaſs all means of gratitude, 
And leave your prince a beggar in your debt. 

But how have you diſpos'd of theſe rich prizes? 


Cal. The hoary prieft without attends your ſum- 
mons.— 


Anm. With Auzyp4 3 IR 
Cal. Too weak to keep our pace, 
She's left in truſty hands upon the way. 

Alm. Then, nothing's done: without her, all is vain, 

Cal. Had you beheld her, you'd pronounce me 
blameleſs, 

In ſpeechleſs trance, the lovely mouyrner fat 
Pale as a lily, from whoſe tender leaf 
Remorſeleſs ſhow'rs had ſwept its ſnowy down: ; 
And ſcem'd regardleſs of all future forfune. 
Am. Talk n not of pity : 'tis the voice of fools ; 
; And ſuits not enterprize. Let her be lodg'd 
In ſome retir'd apartment of the palace: 
Thither, will I on love's ſwift wings repair; 
And on the luſcious banquet feaſt for ever. 
| Meanwhile away! produce the rebel prieſt. 

[Caled whdraws, and returns with Omar and gurt. 
Why throbs my heart thus, at a ſlave s approach! 
Aid. 

What haſt thou now to hope, ſeditious wretch ? 

Om. What haſt thou not to fear, miſtaken prince! 
Alm. Preſumptuous vaſſal | weak, as arrogant! 
Where is the pow'r that ALMOR AN can fear? 


On. 
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Om. Thine own, vain man; to thee, of all moſt 
dangerous. 

Aim. Haſte !—bring the rack | —[nfernal powers, 

aſſiſt! 

E Invent new tortures for this hoary caitiff! 

E On. Though whelm'd in 1 wretchednels ; ; eure“ in 

; 25 vir ue, 

1 I dare defy the monarch of the Eaſt. 

Thon may'ſt this aged fleſh with pincers tear: 

hut there is that within thou can'ſt not reach, 

| Which dares deſpiſe thee, ev'n upon the rack. 

Am. Doſt thou not wiſh to die? 


© On. That would betray 

1 | The daflard ſoul, that dares not meet ill fortune, 
vet, who would wiſh to live, and living ſee 

I | Monſters like thee, heav'n's ſubſtitutes on earth? 
An. Thanks for the thought! 1 will enjoy it fully; 
And thou ſhalt live; and thou ſhalt ſee my triumph; 
And ſhalt thy boaſted fortitude indul ge, 

E Ev'n oN THE RACK to Which thou haſt defy'd me. 

7 | Yet ſhall that wretched carcaſe be preſerv'd, 

E Whilſt by a ſingle ſpark of life 'tis warm'd, 

E To be a jeſt and mockery at revels; 

© Till racked with envy, thou ſhalt beg to die. 

E Om. I cannot envy what I muſt deſpiſe : 

© Uſe then your ſavage will as ſuits it beſt. 

Vet hear, proud monarch ! tremble at this ſentence. 

[ That Pow'r ſupreme, whoſe laws thou dar'ſt profane, 

© Albeit his vengeance ſtands a while ſuſpended, 

| Pr long will cruſh thee with a ſudden ruin. 

An. Mutes een, with him, —Ye know 


* 


my will. 8 [They bear him off. 
Yor. J. 
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| Away \—diſpatch the neceſſary orders! [To Caled, 
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AR de.] That done, att me in the audience 
chamber : 
Some matters of high 1 import claim your counſel, 
[All go off but Oſmin. 
Of. A private conf'rence in the audience chamber 
"Twas ſurely ſo, or much my ear deceiv'd me. 
This cannot bode me well.——Behind the Arras, 
I may in ſafety learn his black deſigns. 
Il haſte before them to the place appointed 


I doubt, my ſecret plots and correſpondence, 


By ſome croſs accident, have been difclos'd. 


Is then my downfal doom'd ? Are all my glories, 
And all the golden proſpects | had cheriſh'd, 
In one ſhort moment blaſted ? 


—Fearful thought! 
Now friends, like ſhadows, with the light will vaniſh; 
And ev'ry tongue be ready to accuſe; 

All benefits forgot, each fault remember'd : 


Nor will invention's baneful aid be wanting, 


To blacken and defame ?—Some deſperate caſt 
Alone can ſave. —Kind fortune, be my guide! 


[He gen . 
£"C EN E mu 
Near the Field of Battle. 
Enter Mirvan, and other Officers. 


Mir. Here halt; and guard this paſs: it is ; of moment 
Confuſion hath already ſeiz'd the foe, 


And rout as quick will follow. Saw you our king? 
Of. Idid. He's every where; and gives his orders 
Cal and e a a thouſand deaths. 


Enter 
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Enter Hauer and ſeveral Perſian Offcers. 


Him, Stop the purſuit ! only a part hath fled. 
This may be ſtratagem : their centre ſtands. + 
But this way haſtes a party of our troops. 


Enter 2 A, Officers, &c. 


—_ 


Za. Hail, Aſia's glorious prince! the day i is your 8. 
Whilſt the fierce Tartar chieftain Octar fought, 
Slaughter mov'd with him, and " event hung 

doubtful ; | 

But the Armenian prince, the tare AX ARES, 
Midft the thick carnage ſought the ſavage hero: | 
When meeting arm to arm, in combat fierce, 
All gor'd with wounds, they both together fell. 
The Tartar ſtraight expir'd : the prince yet lives, 
Pouring inceſſant bleſſings on his Hamer. 

Ham. O dear- -bought YICtOry/ Conduct me to him. 


[They go of 
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A part of the Field of Battle, where Ax ak gs is 
ſupported: Hur, e and others ap- 
F him. 


Ham. O "PR O my Axares! 0 my fend! 
Wherefore? O wherefore was that fatal raſhneſs ; 
That needleſs plung d, where fierceſt flaughter rag'd, 
And courted danger, valour might have ſhunn'd ? 


g: Ax. At length, thank heav'n! my day of life is o er; 5 
en And ſorrow, long conceal'd, hath reach'd its limit: 


| 'Tis what 1 much have wiſh'd, tis what I ſought: 
ut oh! Permit me to implore your pardon, 
3 13: | Whilſt 
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_ Whil& II the fource of all my woes reveal; 


The ſecret grief that prey'd on your Ax aREs.—— 


Know. then, I lov'd ; but lov'd, alas! in vain, 
Ham. Our world holds not a maid, how rich ſocer 
In wealth or titles, who were not ctalled, 
If lov'd by thee, the pride of Aſia's youths. 


Ax. Thanks with my lateſt breath! = 0 patience 
then 
110. I lov'd Almeyda. 37) 
By. Mis Hal Almeyda! 


Ax. O! ftay your cenſure, till I tell you all. 
J journey'd with her from Circafſia's eourt, 


| Whither I had on embaſſy been ſent, 


Shortly before your royal father ſlept. 
Her matchleſs form, her ſoul-enchanting converſe, 


Soon made a captive of my raviſh'd foul, 
Then quite unconſcious of your early loves: 


With flatt'ring hopes, I let the fond delufion. 


Convey me from myſelf, far, far to fea, _ 
Ere I perceiv'd the fhore had been forſaken : 
But how I've ſtruggled ſince to wean my heart, 


And to regain its freedom, witneſs heaven! 


I écourted pleaſures; then I ſought retirement; 


Then plung'd amidſt the foremoſt ranks of war: 
But all rebell'd againſt me; all conſpir'd, 
To fink me deeper, and compleat my ruin. 
Han, W-fated youth [—Wou'd heav n, this had 
not been 


Ax. O grieve not more at my diſaſtrous bene! 


Soon to thoſe bleſt abodes I ſhall be waſted, 
Where love no more in fruitleſs ſighs ſhall mourn; 


Nor pine for joys, it cannot hope to reach. 


Delay not then, but haſten to the city: 
The tyrant hath not one, t' eſpouſe his cauſe ; 


Save 


be” 


/ | | 


gave thoſe, whom fear or bribe, not love hath won. 

My ſpirits {ink apace ; and darkneſs gatliers. 
May-all-the Pow'rs that in chaſte love delight 

With never-fading tranſports bleſs you both, 


You,—you, moſt happy prince, and SoaltAbideyda 4 


Farewel! Os think no more of me Farewel! 
I Dies. 
Ham. Ob! firſt in honour friendſhip, truth, and 
_valour! 
Loſt i—loft for ever to this mournful heart Z 
There—there, he lies like the new blooming Rant 
By the rude blaſt o erturn d. a beauteous ruin! 


Enter an OFFICER. N 


2 * 


Off Allkglorious prince! ſuch of th " Tax Rar wocps, 5 


As 'ſcap'd the ſlaughter of th en field, 
Are all ſurrounded at a narrow paſs; 
And claim Your ay mas + POSI GET 
Ham. 8 We grant it; Ker 
Vet, 917 as it filth the püblie ſafety: 
It might be dang'rous now to ſet them dee 
Next, for this conqueror, this noble youth, 
A grateful tomb of monumental braſs _ 
Shall tell poſterity his matehleſs fame, 
And all the heart-felt ſorrows of his friend. 


[They go of. 
AY ©: E N E. v. 


An Antichambar in the Bier 


Os ux. 


Ofm This is th'appointed place; e e 
Like ſome nighwatching thief on rapine bent, 
Appall'd 
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But, if by fortune favour'd, then are heroes. 


Nor Prayers nor threats could move: Led ſcomd 
Vet, by the ſun! although b ek all faff rance 
Her virgin purity ſo awd my foul, - 
And to ſuch wild exceſs my paſſion drove me; 
Have vow'd myſelf her doting ſlave fot ever : 55 


Amiadſt this parley ſcreaming to the chamber, 


"TH ſhe muſt yield.— (Sound of trumpets) But hark 
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Appall'd at ev'ry breeze, each ſtirring leaf. 
O guilt ! thy wages ſhould be paſſing-great, 


To recompenſe the terrors that await thee. 
But wherefore this? Tis now too late for ſeruples: 
Ambition's on the wing, and muſt not pauſe. 

Tis the event alone gives fame or infamy : 

If we miſcarry, down we ſink inglorious; 
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I hear the tread of feet : be this my ſtand. 
„„ * He retires behind the « arras, 


k 
| * 


; Enter A 


1 
"a 
4 


— Sure, tis incantation! 


Alm. Again I'm baffled.- 


therm all. 


I could have caſt my ſceptre at her feet; . 
And then, ſome way ward fortune brought our ſiſter 
Where this proud fair wag lodg d by my appointment 


ſome new alarm! ! 


| Enter ay Oyrices. 
Off All ace ion to the Faſt's great monarch! 
The Tartars are diſpers'd ; their leader ſlain. | 
Alm. Of HAMET what speak, or TI ſtrike thee 
dead. 


Ent 1 
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Enter another Orrickk. 


240, Dread king la pow'rful party of your tees 
With conqueſt fluſh'd, and headed by lord Hamer, 
N E hither on their march; proclaiming him 

5 e monarch of your realms. 

Alm, CE Be dumb for ever! ak 
| Sur all the gates! Cover the walls with troops ! — 
ko all the citizens away! yet hold. 
This rival brother ſtill hath been their minion. 2 
0 horſe —l'll head my guards !—yet hold again— 
That muſt not be: to ſtake a crown poſſeſs'd, 
| Ain a raſh and caſual caft, were madneſs. 
Cuts d fate! On what, on whom can I rely? 

© Doubts riſe on doubts +Confaſion meets onfulbih, 
% Of. Threefold his force, my liege, of Perſia * 

troops, 

Won to your cauſe, and led by valiant Caled, 

| Spe to oppoſe him on his progreſs hither, _ 
Alm. As I could wiſh —Where's the Armenian 

prince? 

Off. He fell in ſingle combat with the Tartar. 

Alm. {afide] I now deſpiſe this ſhallow raſh ad- 

_ venturer ; | 
| Then treaſure hath been laviſh'd mongſt his followers. 
| Av) and let me know each moment's fortune. 
3 [Officer goes off —Flouriſh of trumpets, 
| This by the light! is triumph. ——lf my rival's, 


: {Draws hs fword. 
ö | This ſhall not miſs his heart: too long Pve trifled. 


er 


nf, 


k! 


Enter Ca LED. 


Cal. Firſt and ſole monarch of the Eaſt, live ever! 
* rebel party, which lord HAM Er headed, 
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Fled at th approach of your undaunted troops: 
In the purſuit, it was my chance to ſeize him; 


And now in chains he waits your final ſentence. 


Alm. Had thy keen poniard done me quicker juſtice, 
My thanks had been entire: yet much is due, — 
Be 15 my birth-day ! I neer liv'd before. 
Give orders, that our vizier be ſecur'd : 


There is no ſafety, whilſt that traitor lives. 
Ev'n ſince the morning, ſome of his diſpatches, 


Of dang'rous import to our crown and , 


Not only to my rival, but the Tartar, 
Were ſeiz d upon the way, and hither . 


As thou'rt a man, in whom I can confide, 


This ſignet take and tablets: there you'll find 


The names of thoſe, my will to death hath doom'd; 


| Of whom, Os ix me firſt, See it be done. 


| [Caled goes of. 


| [Great flouriſh of trumpets. 


Enter H AME in chains, officers and guards, 


[part to an attendant. ] Haſte to th adj Knot cham- 
ber: hither bring 


The captive maid. Now ſhall I, PE ite af fortune, 


Sate with revenge and love my dirktiog ſoul. 


Ham. Diſpatch me ſtraight, if thou would rid 
thy foul 


Of all the terrors my exiſtence give thee. 
Alm. That wou'd not fill the meaſure of my ven. 
-geance. 


No: VIl firſt wring thy heart till thou ſhalt curſe 


The hour that gave thee being, and thy prophet: 
Then will I hurl thee to eternal miſery. 


Ham. Vain wretch | thou vaunteſt far beyond thy 


wr. 
= Wert 
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Wert thou now arm'd with ev ry fierceſt torment, 
Wherewith the fiends amidſt the burning lake 

With never-ceaſing rage purſue the damn'd ; 

Thou could'ſt not awe the foul, that knows no fear, 
Save to tranſgreſs the righteous will of heaven. 


Enter an Officer, with ALmeyp a, an d women 
attendants. 


O! bye our holy prophet, my ALurvbA! 
What, what are whips to this? Pincers, or falphur 3 ? 
What, all the tortures hell has in its ſtores ? 

Al. Save !-Save me, Heav'n!—— [She faiuts. 
Ham. See !—See! ſhe finks!-—ſhe falls |--- 
My preſence ſtrikes her dead.—Indulge me, firs! 
Tam | in chains, and cannot ſhun my doom. 

[ He approaches her, 
01 for one moment's life ! that ere we part, 
For ever part, my injur'd love may know, 
That her moſt faithful Ha MET never wrong'd her. 


Alm. Shall I bear this? Mutes, drag him to his fate! 


Not all the pow'rs of darkneſs, nor of light, 
Shall rob me now of this delicious prize. 
Han. Forbear awhile, and double en your ven- 
geance. 
She moves !---ſhe wakes!—ſhe lives!-—all bounteous 
heav'n ! 
Alas! how grief hath worn her oh! this ation 
ls life, —is death, —is rapture, —is deſpair ! 
Al. Where is he now? It was the {prince — 
*twas HAMET. 


Ham. It is thy Hauer. Guardian angel, thield 


her t- :5 +: 
Al. That eber his foul could harbour ſuch a 
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That &er ſuch godlike ſemblance veil'd deceit !--- 


That &er he ſhould attempt !---Alas! my n 


Would fain perſuade itſelf amid its ſufPrings, 
That he's ſtill innocent: and muſt he bleed 
[She turns to Almoran, and falls on her knees, 


s yet thou think'ſt there is not blood enough, 


And thy inſatiate ſoul ſtill thirſts for more; 
On me,—on me alone, exhauſt its rage. 


He cannot, muſt not, ſhall not die for me, 


Alm, The fault is yours. 


a... Tell,—tell-it — Say the ranſom? 


Alm. For ever, from this hour, renounce yourloves; 


And yield, fair mourner, to my fond embrace: 
Thou then, of all the beauties that give luſtre 
| To our ſeraglio's paradiſe of joys, 

Where pleaſures revel in eternal round, 


Shalt ſov'reign empreſs reign, by all ador d. 


Then would his inſtant fate tranſport my foul ! [Ajde. 
Al. Talk'ſt thou of honour, with the loſs of virtue? 
If theſe are the conditions of thy mercy, 


Bring forth the rack, and glut thy ſavage ſoul. 
Alm. Virtue ! an empty phantom, mere impoſture; 


Contriv'd by knaves, to cheat believing fools 
Olf all thoſe joys they would themſelves ingroſs; 


Such joys, ſuch ecſtaſies as thou canſt give. 
Ham. What do I hear ?---Sure, all heav'n's wrath 
is waſted; 


Or this blaſphemer i is its choſen inſtrument 


To wreak due vengeance on a guilty land 


Forbear, angelic maid, to ſue for me! 
| Depriv'd of thee, death can no terrors bring 


Nor can I know a paradiſe without thee. 


Give den, od give mes but one parting glance; "ey 
T hat 
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That I may bear with me the dear impreſſion, 
; Until we meet again in thoſe bleſs'd dwellings 
of geaſeleſs love and ever-blooming beauty; 
Our deſtin'd lot, ere many moments paſs —— 

1 oAlmoran] Inſulting tyrant ! ! moſt e 

: - monſter! A 

| Who ſeek'ſt to violate thoſe ſacred lng, 

| Whole ſmalleſt ſpark ne er to that breaſt found paſſage, ; 
And, to effect thy lawleſs brutal purpoſes, 

| Darſt ev'n profane the awful name of virtue: 

Ik there be juſtice in the realms above, 

Thon ſtand'ſt upon the brink of ſure perdition. 

| 4. Slaves, bear them hence! ! "Why am J not 
obey d. 

her to my chamber, him to inftant death: 
Ihen all pow'rs defy. Os MN ere this 

| Hath met the fate bis perfidy demanded. 


de, 
2 the Mutes are moving towards Hamet and Al- 2; 

meyda, Oſmin ruſhes from befund the arras, and 
abs Almoran. ] 


5 fn. No, tyrant Ot lives—to greet thee 
. 
Alm. His poniard's i in my heart. — Tis then to 
h ©: hihe,”-.--: f [Stabs Oſmin and falls. 


Eternal curſes on th ill-fated ſtars, 
© That rul'd my natal hour, and mock me thus ! Dies. 
Ofm. Quick, ſei⸗ 2e on 0 ALED |- He the ſignet 
Dei e 
For purpoſes of blood: I'm doom d the firſt. 
1 Almeyda.] Divine, much Injur'd maid! dry up 
thoſe tears. 


| When I'm no more, as I ſhall quickly be, 


at 


This 


This writing will IVR you, that you Ha uer 

Is innocent, as I, alas ! am guilty y, 

Of all the wrongs you have un juſtly ſufferdd. 

Ohl what are now my flattering dreams of greatnek} 

Take, take them all, for but one added moment. 

And muſt I meet the awful eye of juſtice !—— 

Hide me, ye mountains! Swallow me, ye ſeas! 

6 J 8⁰,—1 . down 00 mer cy! merey! 
e [ Dies, 


Enter lords Migv AN and Zan, with ſeverd 
Perſian officers. 


Mir. Hail, inichty prince 1 Abe this event 
Hath reach'd your * now poſted round you 
palace: 
And they, the court, with nimbeora of your ot 
In joyful throngs pour in, to pay their homage. 


Ham. Throughout our realms N a genera 
pardon. 


Already death hath rioted too much. — 


This truth henceforth let erring 3 know; 
'True peace from conſcious worth alone can flow: 
Though wild ambition, leagu'd with lawleſs lull 
© And rage infernal, ſhould aſſail the juſt ; 
Heav'n ſtill makes virtue its peculiar care, 


Nor ſhall . fail, who bravely Fe 
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HAVE before mentioned that the feveral 
CrrTicaLi PuBLicaTtions, both in England 
and Ireland were emulous in the praiſe of this Tra- 
gedy ; and firſt the Critical Reviewers in the month 
of July, 1773, ſpeak of it thus: 


= 
_— 
7 


« This Tragedy,” ſay they, © is founded upon a 
&« tranſaction in the Iriſh Annals of the gth century; 
« a period, when the manners of that country may 
be ſuppoſed to afford room for poetical deſcrip- 
« tions, of which Mr. How arp has judiciouſly 
* availed himſelf. It appears, that he had at firſt 
concluded the Drama with the death of ſome of 
the principal perſonages, but afterwards changed 
it to a happy iſſue on the opinion of ſeveral friends, 
as being the moſt conſonant to poetical juſtice; one 

of thoſe, however, perſiſted againſt any alteration 
Hof the cataſtrophe : for our own part, we are of 
* opinion, that the termination of the Tragedy, 

either the one way or the other, does not mate- 
* rially affect the antecedent acts of the poem; 


* and though we would by no means approve of 


ee 


8 cſtabliſhing the idea of poetical juſtice, into a 
(general 


« 


& 
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te 
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« general law, we confeſs ourſelves to be pleaſed 
& yith the obſervance of it in this inſtance, as our 
« minds are thereby more agreeably affected at the 
&« fate of characters in whoſe favour the ingenious 
e author has ſo deeply intereſted the paſſions of the 
« audience. The merit of this Tragedy anthorizes 
e us to rank it among the beſt dramatic productions 


of modern times: and Mr. How ARD does no 


« leſs honour to Ireland by this happy exertion of 


„ his own genius, than by the favourable light in 
% which he has placed his characters of that coun- 


40 Tye. 


Then the Moxr hy Review for OKober, 


177 35 ſpeaks of it as follows : 


« There FLY cc ay they, 64 ſo inch 3 


ec between dramatic and other poetical abilities, that 


« writer who poſſeſſes no inferior portion of the 


latter, may nevertheleſs be deſtitute of the former, 
We remember to have heard a gentleman who has 


« diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his dramatic productions, 
e obſerve, modeſtly with regard to himſelf indeed, 
« but juſtly enough, perhaps, at the ſame time, that 


* yyriting for the ſtage is rather a knack, than an el. 


« fe& of genius; certain it is, that there are many 
4 unexhibited plays infinitely ſuperior in point of 
'<. compoſition to numbers that have been played 
even with ſucceſs; among theſe ranks the SIEGE 
„or TAMoOR.” 


They 


[ clxi } 

They next obſerve, that © Every one in the leaſt 
« acquainted with the Hiltory of Ireland, knows 
« the high heroic ſpirit which inſpired the ancient 
« natives of that country their boundleſs thirſt of 
glory; their obſtinacy, of honour ; the enthuſiaſm 

| « of their military virtues, which, in their conteſts, 
0 either among their own little kingdoms, or with 

| © ſtrangers, frequently. led. them to the moſt, ſan- 
| © ouinary extremes :” and that 5 with ſuch cha- 
„ racteriſtics, Mr. How ARD has properly repre- 
„ ſented them in his Tragedy ;” but that “ if his 
| © heroes, according to the modern, or even to the 
| © rational idea of heroiſm, appear to go beyond the 
| © utmoſt yerge of nature, the ſpirit of their coun- 
| © try and their times will, if remembered, reconcile 
L usto their conduct. as | 


iT hey then give a mort ſketch of the fable 
© on which this Tragedy was founded ; having (as 
I have mentioned in a note, p. 247, given a 
more full account thereof i in the laſt volume of their 
| Review, p. 472. 


Alter which they ES that the beſieged i in he 
diy, having been reduced by toil and famine to 
he utmoſt extremity the period at which the Play 
| commences—* the terms whichthe ferocious enemy 
© infiſted on were ſhocking to humanity, viz. that the 
brave and chriſtian prince MaLlsECHLIx, ſhould | 
| bote his daughter ExRNEsTH A, his only 
* child, to the Pagan Dane. This circumſtance 
0 1 ſo ſtrong an intereſt into the Drama, that 
© the latter part of it is filled wh the moſt heart- 
7 Scenes.“ 
Vol. I. .M | Then 


— 


[ elxii ] 
0 „ Then they have inſerted, ; the whole of the third 
Scene of the third Act, at the idea of the Danes 


polluting the Princeſs, to which: they aſcribe much 
ment as being well wrought up. 


Having quoted the account given in Act V. Sc.) 
by Zixo AR to ALanor (two Daniſh Chiefs) df 
ExRNxSTHA“ s being reſcued from TuxGEs1vs hy 
Nr A LL, King of Ulſter, who at the ſame time ki 
the Daniſh tyrant, they add this animadverſion 01 
the character of Ni ALL: | 


4 Thete i is . extraragatitly great, both 

in the fortune and character of NIA LL, ſomething 
poſſibly, too Quixotic; but the deſperate circum. 

ſtances and ſituation of the W made the 
25 DIGNUS VINDICE NODUS. 


This Tragedy, though full of the boni * 
ſineſs of diſtreſs and conflict, is not deſtitute of 
« the. ſofter ſcenes; nor has the Author failed in tht 
« tenderneſs and delicacy of language which the 
„ require.” And in proof of this remark, they quote 
the ſecond Scene in the third Act, with the following 
obſervation thereon: 9 


* 


0 


Dag”: 


" 


K 


— 
i 


* 


0 


8 There is confilerable -noetical merit in the 
60 above verſes, and the ſecond Scene of the firl 
% Act, which preſents us with the firſt intervien 
<6. between Ni AL and EERNESTHA, is executed 
e with the ſame happy deſcriptive vein of Genius. 
And the whole of this Scene is here inſerted ; after 
which they thus conclude : | 


+ Theſe laſt ſpecimens a are meant, as much t 
..66 6 ſhev 


L chriii] 


« ſhew the Potical Abilities of Mr. How and: as 
« his talent for Dramatic Writing; of that, however, 


ce proof. —Fis Language, at the ſame time that it 


« unite theſe qualities is no very eaſy taſk. Sometimes 


2 there 8 no ſtrength « can bear theſe watchings” ; 
« That he awaits you in your anti- chamber. 1 


and ſo ſpirited a performance,” f 


— 


There were alſo ſeveral others, to en Was not 


the like of April, 1773, on both ALM VDA and this; 


| 1775, page 234, on my Productions in general : 
But, of all, the EDINBURGH Mac azint of Febru- 


i firſt Geniuſes of that very aſpiring, people, has, as 


: | bope I ſhall be indulged | in this vanity. 


| They begin their account of it with the followin 2 
| ines: TY | 

tel E | 7 

a To wake the foul by 6 dukes _ art, 

© © To raiſe the genius and to mend tte heart, 

I Fe To make mankind in conſcious virtue hold, 

* Live c oy er each Scene, and. be what they behold 

ich t V Fer 


Tbeſe two lines are altered in this Edition. 


« the Play before us is certainly no unfavourable 
« retains its dignity, is ſufficiently colloquial, and to 


6 the ad ſeems to have failed in it, as Nite nh 


« But theſe are indeed moſt trifling aefedts, and 
| © hardly. viſible under the merit of fo intereſting 


ies obliged, ſuch as the Editor of the HIBRERNI an 
5 Mac AziIxRE, of November, 19192, on this Tragedy; 


© the London MoNTHLY Reviewers, September, . 
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| ary, 1774, compoſed, as it is ſaid, by ſome of the 


»; F l 1 
* 19 
7 Y 
Wal fi! 
iN | 
: 0 Th 
4 | | : "4 
$ ' ! 
ei. 
1 al 
F715 In 
I 1 
N ; Ip 
TT. 
: 1177 
1 
. 
11 
1 hf I L, 
ie 
neee 
4 44.1 i 08 
k A 
{+ \ Ri 
1 830 8 
Nine 
| 1 l # 
1 1 4 — 
2 1 
| E þ 
| 7/%Y 
4 „ 
h 
1 * 
p : re 
2 
321 $4380 
7. 14 35 
: } 1 
1 $1598 
A. 
q $1 
10 
* 
1. ' FEA | 
; 1 
1 1 
. 0 
4 N. 1 
4 | 
1 
66 y 
1-88 1 
i 335: Bi 
4.9 | 
4. V2; 
24+; Bibi 
AC . 1 
j 14 3 
1 740 
N 
nnn 
U B by C ? 
: ! bx. : 
« 0311 BIG 
4 1 19 
- i T 
i 
N. 
* 5 2 
. {1 i * 
0 an 
1 l 
11 M 
e 
$14 
Ly * 
"ip T's 
* 177 
AK N bY 
2z.Y 1 
1 1 
By 
#1 5:0 
[ +8 o 
i 
i 4 1 
4 VF 3 
kak | 
i 4 
er 
48 
"£0138 
©4037 108 
53 v2 i 
1 5 
WARS 177 
2 12 
11 
10 1 
29 
15 1 
* 1 
Bs 3. 17 
” AY $35 G 
WA an | 
114 11 
9. 
05 4 1 
111 
1 
' — (Fg 
1 i 
„ 
* I 
\+» BIN 
N 11 
i 3.52 
. RRM 
ty K * 
1 
1 1.0% id 
Wt "5: 
- 4685-3481 
e 1 
& 0 oP 1.4 94 
e 
667 11 
1 
1 1 
oF "17 7 
Xa 1. 
einne 
$41.4 
88 1 
bal 


N 85 

5 
5 

5 
(oi N 
* 11 
1 


e — 

——— 
— 

A 


a . 
r 
® he 7 
os 
— 2 
0 e 
< — >£ N 


| 1 have mentioned before, ſo honoured me, hat! 


— Oe ——— — ͤ—— — A 


L clxiv } 


„ For this the tragic Muſe firſt trod the ſtage, 
1 „eee tears to ſtream through cif age : 


w4 + 4a4 


6 And toes to virtue wonder'd how they wept. „ 


„ Such, according to one of our moſt eminent 


„Poets, was the original intention, and ſuch were 
6 the genuine effects of Tragedy; but though floy- 


« ing eyes and refined manners have ſometimes 


been produced by this inchanting Tutoreſs, we 
are ſorry to remark, that her attempts have often 


66 proved abortive and ineffectual: Induſtry has 


been often ſubſtituted for genius, and falſe oi 
„ naments for real merit. Hence our pleaſure is 


« extremely heightened, when we find a Piece upon 


«© which we are under no WY of a thel 
40 cenſures.” m9; 


op after a ſhort account of the Fable of the 


Tragedy, they quote ſeveral paſſages from it; 


the firſt, the Scene between MartszcaLtn the Ma- 
narch of Ireland, when he is about to acquaint his 
Daughter with her deſtiny of being to be delivered 
up to the Daniſh invader, as a ranſom for the city, 


which Scene they then introduce with the following 


words : - 


65 This 4 Scene, we ſhall ow befor 


our Readers, as a pecimen of the pathetic pow. 


« ers of the Author,” 


Then after a ſhort, but elegant, recital, of ti 


| ſubſequent incidents, as they ariſe in the piece, they 


thus conclude : 2 
6 In 


{ clxv. ] 


& In a ward, the Fable is intereſting, regular, 
« and properly conducted; the Characters are 
« ſtrongly marked, and conſiſtently maintained; the 
« ſentiments natural and pathetic; and the diction 
60 elegant, correct, and {pirited. 4 1 


For theſe inſertions in the aforeſaid ſeveral Reviews, 
to manifeſt the rage of Envy, and its diſregard 
| to Truth, it was aſſerted in one of the public Jour- 
| nals here, „That! had paid five hundred {rear 4 


A Gentleman of the Bar in this kingdom, and a 


Member of Parliament, told me, he heard Mr. G a R- 


| RICK, to whom I had ſent this Tragedy, ſay, it was 
a Performance would give the higheſt entertainment 


| to the Publick, and be of equal emolument to him, 


| as any Production of his time; and Mr. Mossoe. 


| had articled with me for it, "ood told me, in the 
| preſence of a very learned Divine, who was a Wit- 


ness to the inſtrument, That he ſhould make a 
* fortune by it: How it happened that it was not 


played by either of them, as alſo ſome tranſactions 
of nearly a ſimilar ſort, in relation to my Tragedy 


of AL MEV DA, with the letters and other writings 


which: had paſled on theſe occaſions, (now in my 
| poſſeſſion) together with the artifices, ſchemes, and 
| management of Stationers and others, I had pre- 


| pared to inſert in my Preface, as a warning to 
| thoſe who would engage in ſuch purſuits, to the 


neglect of others more material, as they had better 
| ſeek, for bread in a mine. But as the principal 
Perſons 


"xt; 
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Perſons of whom I conceived I had a right to com. 
plain, are now no more, and the relation being 

hardly worth the while of a Reader, I thought it far 
more fit to let it periſh 1 in eternal oblivion, and the 
mimic Monarchs reſt. 


“ Sic vos non vobis dne aves; 


< Sic vos non vobis vellera fertis oves; t £ 
e Sic vos non vobis mellificatis apes ; f 1 
cc Sic vos non vobis fertis aratra boves. a 
Which, for the Engliſh reader; [ have thus Wer | 
- Not for yourſelves, ye birds! your neſts you build; 1 T 
| Not for yourſelves, yeflocks! your fleece you bear; J A 
Not for yourſelves, ye bees, you range the field; q T 
| Nor, oxen! drag you, for yourſelves, the ſhare. F 
Nor are theſe all the diſcouragements that an in- : 5 
| fant Genius in this ſpecies of writing has in theſe 5 
| mes to encounter ; party-writing, libel, opera, 10- | 7 
| mance, and every trifling novelty, have ſo engroſ- 1 
| ed the general attention, that there are but few who WF A 
| can endure to read any other productions. Where . Y 
| fore, let all ſuch votaries to fame, for ever bear this N 
well known truth in mind : that though the Works 1 
and Names of many in our Engliſh Hiſtory are as | 4 
deſervedly immortal, as any others in any Hiſtory Wi , 
of any nation whatever, yet the bodies of ſeveral WW 
of them periſhed for want: they had not a Mæ- 
CENnas for a Patron, nor an Aucus rus for their 1 
1 Monarch. But in truth, the change of times to P 
; diſſipation and corruption, will ever mar the pro- P 
| greſs of genius, fave in the mean productions | h 


have mentioned. | 
PROLOGUT. 


* 
* 
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And heroes, lovers, patriots roſe around. 
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By Me. PETER SEGUIN. 


At length, Britannia caught the lofty ſound, 


To us alone, the niggard fates refuſe. 
The honours of the far-recording muſe ; _ 
Although, Hibernia's patriots might preſume 
To rival thoſe of Sparta or of Rome; 
Although, her heroes were as bold in fight, 
Her ſwains as faithful, and her nymphs as bright. 


Her 00 of yore, pe e deeds were done, x 


High conqueſts enterpriz d, high honours won. 


To the fam'd facts ten thouſand harps were firung, 


And what our fires achiev'd, their poets ſung: 
Yet here, alas! we boaſt no Home born, 

No SHAKESPEAR roſe, an intellectual morn ! 
Texalt our fame perennial and ſublime, _ 
Above the dart of Death, and tooth of Time; * 
While Gothic fires attack d us as their prey, 
And, with our records, ſwept our name away. 


But lo] a bard, a native bard, at laſt, 
Treads back the travels of ten ages vaſt; 
Plunging the gulph of long-involving night, 
Plucks forth the tale of virtue to the light, 
And gives the lving oy to your ſight. 


H E Gre furt, anda next the Kar name, 
Had long monopoliz'd the trump of: ae: * 
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At woes, that whilom your fam'd country felt; 


Let your ſwol'n eyes with kindred paſſions flow 


Advent'rous, by a feeble arm, to gain 


Ol! be your merits on yourſelyes impreſt ! 
Take, take her patriot ſpirit to your breaſt, 
With all that can ennoble or refine, | 


1 
NH 
1 
„ 
. 
Pp 
FE 
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Till riſing in your worth this iſte ſhall prove 


PROLOGUE 


0 ſhame! not now to fo, not now to melt 
Let your ſwol'n breaſts, with'kindred ardours low! 


So ſhall the treaſure, that alone endures, 
And all the worth of ancient times—be yours ! 


Behold a cogal, lovely, trembling maid | 
Timid, yet fix d; determin'd, though diſmay'd; 


What mighty hoſts had enterpriz'd in vain ; 
Advent'rous, at one daring ſtroke, to ſave 
Her ſire, her fame, her country, from the grave! 


Pow, manhood, bow [ the deed with wonder view, 
And give her bright'ning ſex the glory due. 


And lift the ſoul from human to divine; 


The nurſe of valeur, and the land of love. 


EPILOGUE 
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By HENRY BROOKE, Ely, 


HIS night exhibits matter, us as ſtrange, 
A Sage in law, turn'd Bard— Gods what a 
change! 5 
Tir'd of the jargon of his hum · drum . 
His mould'ring PLowDENs, VENVTRISES and Cok xs, 
Sick of the unintelligible ſputter 
Of pleas, replies, rejoinder and rebutter, 
He ſighs to taſte forſooth of finer fare, 
Riſes to light, and breathes Parnaſſian air. 
Talks you of ſentiment, affects to chat 
Of Virtd, the Belles-lettres, and all that; 
Writes ſonnets (fact) and ſends them to the preſs, 
Yea, aims to fabricate a play——no leſs; 
Twenty to one, within a little time, 
He gives you Cok E on LYTTLETON in rhyme. 


But, to my point, concerning the ads fellows ; ; 
What think you of his Nt au, ladies? tell us. 
Ye ſee, whate'er the race that's to the fore, 
There have been clever lads in time of yore: 
None of your flimſy ſhrinkers from a cuff, 
Your wiſhy-waſhy, ſhimmy-ſhammy ſtuff 
Jour half-ſex'd things, who fit you the whole morning 
Curling, retouching, tiring and adorning ; 
O, ſhame to manhood ! here, the queſtion ſet, 
Should theſe be fathers, what will be their * get? 


Now, 


* A term with jockies and horſe-breeders. 


EP ILO Gu E. 


Now, for his heroine ay, by the maſs! 
Let Europe ſhew me ſuch another laſs ! 


Wbat feats ſhe enterpnz'd ! what feats achievd! 


A country oy a ſingle wench retriev'd ! 
Her country! yes, her country we are told, 
A country was a en mu of old; 
Though now- 
Of no uſe in the world- 


—but to be a 


Well, let that paſs, —as far as I « can ſmatter, 
Would ye, my honeſt feelings of the matter? 
Id ſee my country burnt, ere I had ran 
The riſque ſhe did——unleſs I lik'd the man; 
What! to be raviſh'd? and againſt one's will? . 
A frightful caſe I tremble for her ſtill. 
Had not her love ruſh'd timely in to fave her, 
Could ſhe have then with- held the wiſh'd for favour? 


Good heav'n!——but to your Judgments I 1 thay 


leave her. 


A PDVER. 


— 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


I may not be amiſs to inform the Reader, that Tamor, 


the Place where this Tragedy is ſuppoſed to have been 
ated, was formerly of great note, ſituate in the County 
of Faſt-Meath, and is now gee Tara. 

For the religion, manners and calloms of the Iriſh 
and Danes at the time the ſtory on which I founded my 
plot is related *, and that IRELAND was at a time, the 
Iſland of Saints, the Seat of the Muſes, and the Nurſery 
of Heroes, yet retained ſome of their wild and ſuperſti- 
tious rites and ceremonies, as druids, bards, &c. and that 
the Danes were at that time, abſolute pagans and ſavages, | 
believing in oracles, prophetic dreams, witches, apparitions, 
and prodigies of every kind, I would refer my Readers to 
the ingenious Mr. O'Connor's diſſertation on the hiſ- 


| tory of IRELAND, as alſo to KEATING's and WARNER's 


hiſtory thereof, and to MALLET's introduction to the 


hiſtory of DENMAR K. 


# The ninth century. 


PERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 


I R I 8 H. 
Marsz chli „King of Leinfler, and Monarch of 2 
Niall, Eing of Ulſter. ä 
S10RNA, Primate of Ireland. 
REII, Prince of Breffney, two of Malſechlin'; 
Donnar, AnTriſh Chieftain, J] Generals, 
| Moran, Biſhop of Meath. 85 
REGA, An Lriſ Officer. 
 Uruin 
C Li, * Two Iriſh Horde, - 
'D A N K 8. 


den King of Denmark. 
ALAN OR, ) 
Zix GAR, Daniſh Lords and Chieſtains, 


Osniex, 


Officers, Soldiers, Attendants and others, 


W 0 M E N. 


ExkxksrHA, Daughter of Malſechlin. 
ITHONa, Her Confidante. e 


Virgins and attendant Women. 


£ $ CENE, the City of 1 * the Daniſh Army 
encamped before it, at ſome diſtance, on a great Plain. 


S foul 


SIEGE OF TAMOR. 


„ 
8 C E . E 


A council chamber in the caſtle of Tamer. 


Enter Retr and Mos. ax. 


BY 


WITTY 


"HAT; is ah hour: of 8 1 
n Tis near the Goya. * 
But at this ſeaſon of the year, the nn 


& Scarce robs us of the day. 


r It happens , 
I may prevent furpriſe ; for night and We 
Are now to us alike, who know no reſt —— 
How bears our king the mighty woes that preſs him? 
Mor. Ev'n as a rock, whoſe proud and jutting brow 
Fears not the weakneſs of its wave-worn baſe, 


And frowns upon the aer that works its ruin. 
Reli. 
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Reli. The terms propog'd before the laſt aſl 1 
Save to the king alone; ſeem d fair to all, W. 
And in our perilous and deſperate ſtate, 
Such as we ev'n with honour might receive. II 
Mor. But he, ſtill obflinate, diſdains to * W 
And now, tis faid, an herald is arriv'd, | Ha 
| With the laſt mins the vidtorigus Bah; Be 
| Vouchſafes to ſend to theſe devoted walls: 4 
Hence is the council ſuddenly aſſembled. 10 
I Reli. And muſt all periſh,ſpite of proffer d mercy; WM © 
$ Mor. Or rather ſay, to ſooth a teſty humour; In 
But yet, methinks, you would not have it ſo. 
| Reli. I would I could prevent! F 
| Mor. Then, hear me, prince. | 1 
Long have we been in confidence united, 8 
1 And much have I been honour'd with your friendſhip 4 A 
| Nor are you ſtranger to my many ſufferings, 1 
The flights and all th' unmerited indignities ö 
Wirk which our monarch bath of lateoppreſs'd me; I l 
But above all, when he beſtow'd the primacy } 1 
Againſt my right, againſt his royal promiſe, ; I 
(Which ſhould be ſacred held as holy writ) | L 
On a mere ſtfanger, that mean; ſervile flatterer, 3 \ 
The proud StorNa, his new-choſen fav'rite. N 
Rel. All were lupris d, but hone could learn e a 
Sue. D Sil 10 By 
Mor. ee g 8 vil orgive F 
I am not, (would I'were) of your mild nature; 4 
| Yet would not, gentle prince, diſturb. your peace. FT 
Keli. To meet repeated injuries inſenſible, ] 


7 Betrays an apathy of ſoul, not fortitude. 
Mor. Nor bath this WO? leſs en nente than 


ane; ti oi 77 2s 20qt 
"Rule 
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e O! no—his heart 1s ſpotleſs as the ſun, 
Warm as its heat, and as its light diffuſive. 
Mor. It grieves my foul to ſee you thus deceiv'd. 
| "Tis plain, your paſſion for his ſcornful daughter, 
| Whom pray'rs, nortears, nor vows of heart, canmove, 
{ Hath made you blind to what is feen'by : al. 
Keli. Your words confound me much. —tis— tis 
F too true, 
| Tonce ſo lov'd that beauteous, cruel rinceſs, 
| Ev'n to idolatry, that nought betides 
In earth, or heav'n, could win a thought from her. 
Mor. Did ſhe approve your flame? 
0. - To ſay ſhe did 
l might unjuſtly charge her. To ſpeak truly, 
| She fill reluctant ſeem'd to hear my vows, | 
And with indifference to behold my anguiſh. 
Mor. Knew you the cauſe ? and did you ſtill purſue? 
Reli. I cheriſh'd hope, indulging in the thought 
| It might be virgin coyneſs; then, her manner, 
| Tho' diſtant thus, was yet ſo gently-winning, 
It made my very tortures not diſpleaſing. 
But oh! ſince her return from Leinſter's hills, 
Whither ſhe ſcap'd that ever-fatal night, 
Meath's palace by the Dane was laid in aſhes, 
The deteſtation which ſhe cannot hide, 
So racks my ſoul, that life's not worth my care. 
Mor. Perhaps ſome youth more happy wins her 
heart? 
Reli. Wherefore it is, I cannot fm a thought. 
Mor. Know then, the rumour is that ſuch a youth, 
Of place and name unknown, in lucky moment, 
With deed of wond'rous valour interpos'd, 
And from the ſpoiler ſnatch'd the beauteous innocence. 
Leal, „D death What ſpoiler ? 
Mor. 


Jou wiſh to be deceiv'd 
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Mor. The _— Dane. 
Nor is this yet the worſt. 212 
Rel. Worſe cannot be, 
Mor. I fear 1 pre too much? 
Reli. G Coon; 1 pay. | 
Mor. What faid her royal fire to your fond ſuit? 
Reli. Her heart, he ſaid, was her's, and ſhould be free; 
Yet, howſoe'er he might the matter weigh, 


The time was then unapt, amid the ruin 


With which our hapleſs country ſtood ſurrounded. 
Mor. He taught another leſſon to his daughter. 
Reli. How! have a care; mean vou the good old 

—king?: bib 61l) 5 
Mor. Young prince, 1 would not ſpeak, but what 
I know, ] 


Reſt then aſſur d, he bas deceiv'd peu honeſty. 
- Hath he not'charg*d/her on her filial duty, 
Moſt ſtrictly charg'd her, never to debaſe 


Her royal houſe, nor match beneath its dignity? ? 


Reli. What, meaning me? 
Mor. | 5 011 K was Lak: you be ſpoke, — 


Beſs tributary ruler of a diſtrict,” 


Reli. It cannot be. It is againſt 5 nature ; 


Gainſt all the virtues of his noble ſoul. 


Mor. I ſee my friendſhip hurries me too far, 
I've been too free. 

| Reli. Were you a witneſs to this fatal charge? ? 
Mor. I faid as much before. 

Reli. And heard the words ? 


7 Mor. 1 vouch it on the credit of my prieſthood. 


Feli. Tm all on fire —ye pow S! What —this 0 
me! 
To me, whoſe lineage as his own 18 royal! ? 


To me, who twice had 1 in the bloody field - 
e Shelter d 


gnelter'd his aged body with mine own ? 
Ungrateful !—what !—deſpiſe me? 
Mor. There are means 
| By which this crael fair may yet be yours. 
"eli Be mine !—you trifle with my peace—what 
means? 

Mor. May I now truſt you with a nel ſecret? 
Feli. Doubt not my ruth [ link my fate with 
1 [Sound of a trumpet. 
Mor. This {peaks the king? > approach to meet the 

council. 
Reli. Wherefore, in haſte relate. [Second ſound. 
Mor. Time won't permit; ww 
. it ſuffice now, till we meet again, 
That twixt the Dane and me ſome intercourſe, 
| ReſpeQing much your intereſt and mine, 
Hath lately paſs'd ; mean we, I Pray you, prince, 
| Be ſilent of this matter. 
1 5 As the grave. 
| How tardy time will creep till next we meet! 


id 


8 c E N E I. 


I Diſcovers ano mane: in council with 8 
Mon Ax, RELI, Doxx Ar, and other Lords and 
Chieftains. | 


Mal. My lords and chiefs, our ety: midnight 
ſummons _ 

| Is to receive this meſſage from the Dane; 
50, for your counſel, what may yet be done 
| For freedom, or for life. 
| Mor. „„ 2 life, my y liege, 
[vetting may yet be done by quick ſubmiſſion ; 
For freedom, nothing. What avails © our commge; 
Vor. I. N | If 
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This head uncoiff d, theſe aged limbs encas 1 


If whilſt we fhut out foes we keep in famine ; H 
Three days-are paſt fince our deſponding troops, þ 
Before by toil and keen diſeaſe near waſted, 
Have taſted aught of food, fave ſuch as brutes, 
If not by ſharpeſt hunger preſs' d, would loath; | 
And now they fall by heaps in every ſtreet. E 
Confufion, death and horror rage around us, F 
Nor prudence can prevent, nor valour fave. IM 
Mal. Then, let us borrow ſafety from deſpair. | 
No choice remains. Though danger preſs on danger | 
And horrors multiply, true fortitude — . 
Diſdains to yield, and greater grows by ſuff ring. 
EKReli. Vet might we not deſpair, yet might we hope, iP p 
Did not each hour bring news of freſh ſupplies, | - 
Of fleets and armies from Norwegia's ſhores. * 
Mal. O! may tt almighty arm at once o'er WW 
whelm _ 8 
This ſpacious iſle beneath the cirdling main, 
Its name and its memorial quite efface, 
And ſink it from the annals of the world, : T 
Ere the laſt remnant of her free-born ſons 3 A 
Stretch forth their willing necks to vile ſubjection ; H 
We had you ſummon'd hither to conſult A 
On means of ſafety, not of ſure diſhonour. | bi 
Don. Kingdoms by fear alone have oft been lofi. WF : 
Mor. As oft too have they fall'n by vain preſump- | M 
tion. 51 : 
Sior. What do I fate: ye tutelary powers! | 
Baniſn deſtructive difcord from our councils ! ö 0 
Submit to Denmark [=D] forbid it, heaven ! | ; 
Beneath the veil of proffer'd terms, this ſpoiler | P 
Means only to betray——ſubmit to ſlav'ry ! | 0 
Ere this ſhould be, to-morrow's Sun thall view | 


In 
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in rigid iron; whilſt I fight and bleed 
A champion for the croſs againſt theſe Pagans. 


Enter an Officer. 


of My liege, the herald from tb invader's camp 
Hath been admitted at the weſtern gate, 
And craves your 1 inſtant ear. 


Mal. Conduct him hither, 


Enter . 


25. 1 come, the voice of Denmark's mighty mo- 
march, 


Before whoſe throne, the northern world lies n 
| Bearing his lateſt and his fix'd reſolves. 


Mal. Be brief; nor thus with needleſs circumſtance, 


Suſpend the hoſtile purpoſe of your embaſſy. 


Zin. Then Deny thus. Our lord of monarchs 
wills, 


That you do forthwith ſend your beauteous daughter 
An hoſtage of your fealty; on this, 
| Hell firaight withdraw his forces from your walls, 
And fix you on the Meathian throne ſecure; 

| But ſhould you fail, he ſwears by mighty Woden, 
This iſland ſhall not henceforth have a name. 

o this, he ſeeks no anſwer but compliance. 
Mean while, he wills all hoſtile acts ſhall ceaſe. Exit. 


Mal. Ha ! what faid the caitiff: ? haſte, bring him 
back 


| Empale him on the rampart | 


N With ſubmiſſion, 


, By this delay, my liege, we gain ſome hours 
Of reſpite and of truce ; what they may bring 
| Of new reſource, ſeems worthy of a pauſe. 


N 2 ET Mal, 
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Mal My child, my daughter! * /infultin 
tyrant ! | 

An hoſtage, ſaid he not 3 turn a parricide ? 
By mine own hand to yield this lovely innocent 
To an undying death? to ſtain her honour, 
And the high honour of her royal line 
With everlaſting infamy ? periſh firſt! 
Periſh MALSECHEN ! periſh all his race! 

Stor, Yea, periſh all, all in one gen'ral ruin! 
And may contagion from our heaps of ſlain 
Quickly diſperſe in thick conſuming plagues 
O'er all their hoſt, ere we ſhould thus ſubmit ! 

Mal. Where are you now, my ſons? where, 

where, my champions ? 
My firſt-born Coxx Al, firſt in glory's field ; 
Cormac and Hrs of the forward ſpear, 
And DR mon of the maſly ſhield? where Doxxat, 
Whoſe voice was foremoſt in the charge of battle? 7 
 Donocu the rock, and Cox AR the roe, 
And Maowr that ſhot upon the prey, 
1 As with an eagle's wing! ? alas! alas! 
As ſome old oak, of ev'ry branch deſpoil'd, 
| Upon the blaſted heath, how have you left me 


1 Naked to the ſtorm ! yet thanks, gracious heav n! 

| Fighting for freedom, they have nobly Pawn, 

| And liberty ſhed tears upon their graves— 

| That.—that Fall that I have endurd—But—this— 


* — 
— 
1 JE 


[ He goes off much agitated, and the council breaks 1p. 


Mor AN and RELI come forward. 


P 


Reli. What! yield the town toſlaughter and torapine 
Mor. Again I tel] you, prince, that *tis agreed 
Betwis! 
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Betwixt the Dane and me, on oath moſt ſacred, 
That not a hfe ſhall fall. 

Neli. | It cannot be. 

Mor. You keep the weſtern gate ? 

FO RET. It is my watch. 

Mor. And your ſtout clan of thoſe who Sund the 

Walls, . 

Five hundred tell at leaſt? 

. Tis fo, what then? 


| theies 

The foe ſhall on a ſignal be armitted: 

E Reſiſtance then were vain, all muſt ſubmit. 

And more, t enſure ſucceſs, I have engag'd 

The valiant Rec Ax, whoſe repeated wrongs, 

From this inſulting king, bear hard upon 

His noble ſpirit, firmly to our party. 

Should this miſcarry, I've prepar'd a frigate 

At the next beach, which may convey us hence 

In ſafety with our friends to Cambria's ſhore. 

Reli. And how by this, am I to gain the princeſs ? 

For with ſuch hopes methought you flatter d me. 

Mor. Amidſt th alarm you may with eaſe cobivey 
her. 

| To the ſame veſſel ; thence, your after treatment 

May win her to your wiſh. 

RY or Big with the thought, 

My ſoul can know no reſt, till it's accompliſhed. 


perdition. 
pine! 
| Mor. Neceſſity compels and will excuſe; 
wirt No means beſides can ſave, and gratitude 

| Muſt in the end work ſtrongly in your favour. 
Reli. 


Mor. With your concurrence | have fix'd, that 


— —— 
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Mor. Thus ſhall you ſnatch her from moſt ſure 


Reli. Would that it were g wittiout a ſtain effected 
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Reli. It ne'er can be. 


I Would at all events convey her hence, 
| Soon as the Danes poſſeſs the weſtern gate; 
Wherefore, UV 11 haſte to fix a choſen party 

For the great OY fit; a while farewell. 2 


1 
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thought. 


$-C'E'N m. 
The Daniſh camp on a great plain, the uy o 


Tamor 1 in view. 


Toxcesvs, A and other Chieftains 
and Officers. 8 


Is not her heart another's? 
And oh! love's joys without the heart are lifeleſs, 
But were her ſcorn to kill me, yet I could not, 
Buy heav'n! I could not bear to do her wrong. 
Mor. Then ceaſe, and ſee her made a helpleſs prey 
To ſome relentleſs ruffian's violation. 
Reli. Name it no more—there's madneſs] in the 


Why not renew th' attack upon the walls? 
The ling'ring progreſs of this ſiege diſtracts me; 
Beſides a breach was made; what ſav'd them then? 
Off. Sure of ſucceſs we mounted it triumphant, 
But found a trench before us wide and deep, 
Through which a torrent ran; and from within, 
Such ſhow'rs of darts and ſtones were pour'd inceflan 
Upon your troops, to narrow ſpace confin'd, | 
The breach was quickly choak'd with ſlaughter'd heaps WF 
Turg. Be henceforth women call'd; ye are not me 
Ye had mere ſhadows only to encounter, 
Nought but the refuſe of diſeaſe and famine, 
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' Whom even the wind of your well-brandiſh'd fal- 
„ 
Had levell'd to the earth, had ye but fought. 
Arms will no more become you, hang them up, 
And let ruſt waſte them, for your fame is periſh'd, 
{70 Alanor] What from MaLsECHLIN? will he 
ſend his daughter ? 

Ala. As yet the meſſenger is not return'd. 

Turg. Away then to the walls ; tell this fool TERS 
That Shan he ſend her to the fort, 
Elle, valour fail me! if another ſun 
Sets, ere his Tamor ſhall be laid in aſhes. 

Ala. Dare I preſume? _ 

Turg. Be wiſe, nor tempt my wrath. 
Twas you I truſted to ſecure her for me 


The night I ſeiz d her when I ftorm'd Meath's caſtle; 


How ſhe eſcap'd I have not yet been ſatisfy d. 


Ala. By Denmark's Gods! I did WRC man could 


do: 
Witneſs the ſcars from wounds I they receiv'd | 
Turg. No more away, and execute my orders. 


[Alanor goes off. 
Gods! when I firſt beheld her lovely form, 
Midſt all the horrors of that dreadful night, 
The crackling flames, the ſhrieks and dying groans, 
Proſtrate imploring mercy at my feet, 
All thought ſhe was from the celeſtial manſions, 
Thither difpatch'd, to ſtay the bloody carnage : 


Tb' uplifted ſword ſtood in the air ſuſpended, 


And deſolation at her preſence ſmil'd. 
I muſt poſſeſs her, tho *twere at the price 


Of all the e that my 2 arms have won. 


Enter 
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Enter Al ANoR. 

Ala. My liege, I ſeiz d a firanger near the fort, 

Who ſays he brings ſome meſſage from the walls, 

To be imparted to your royal ear. 


Turg. Let him approach; methinks 1 know his 
ecrrand. | 


Exit AL ano, and re-enters with an Iriſh Chieftain 


Chief. Thus low, before Ierne's mighty conqu'ror, 
Mok an, Meath's prelate, bade your fervant bow, 
And bleſs your victor arms He and young Rxll, 
Breffney's ſtout prince, who guards the wellern gate, 
Have ſent me to aſſure you of their aid. 

For this, a body of your choſen forces, 

| By me conducted, there ſhall win admittance. 

Turg. With grateful. thanks to our much ho- 

| nour'd friends, 

TPDeell them, Tuxckslus, whom then haſt beheld, 
Accepts the fair conditions of their ſervice. 

Say, if I win the city by their aid, | 

My love and gratitude ſhall in return 

All expectation paſs, You alſo, chieftain, 

For this your friendſhip ſhall meet due reward. 

See him conducted from the fort in ſafety. 

Yet firſt, it N be fit to ſound him further. 

I Alanor apart. 

For theſe foul traitors, Jer then be the firſt 
That! in the confſict fall beneath your ſwords. 

[The two go off 

He who betrays « one maſter will ane 
Whene'er the lure of ſelf-advantage prompts him. 


Enter 
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Enter in haſte a Chieftain of Tox025108's party, 


Chief. Pardon this bold intruſion, but the! import | 
| Of the report I bring claims quick diſpatch... 
| Your fleet has by the deſperate foe been baffled. 
3 Turg. By Thor! *tis falſe. Wbence got ** 
fleets, or troops? 
Chief They were collected by the Fierce Cz AL- 


18 


or, LACHAN, WW 
„ Monox f A's prince, your tributary vaſſal, | 
LI, Who hath of late revolted ; for high deeds, 1 
te, Amidſt Ierne's chiefs, of firſt renown. 1 
Turg. Where was this battle _ ? —tis all a 9 

dream. by *"n 

Chief. From off the a point of Dunum's rocks, "x 
No- For three ſucceſſive days the fleets engag'd ; = 


When, conquelt to your ſhips at length inclining, 
(I ſpeak, my liege, but what mine eyes beheld) 
| Two of their chiefs in ſeparate gallies ſped, 
And, cloſing with the mighty floating caſtles, 
Wherein your two moſt valiant leaders fought, 
Boarding, they ſeiz'd them in their ſinewy arms, 
And inſtant plung'd into the gulphy deep. 
| What thence enſued, already I've related. 
Fug. Inftant, let all be ready for the onſet, 
at. Our ladders, batt'ring engines, balls of fire. 
By the immortal ſhades of our great anceſtors ! 
By all who gloriouſly in battle fell! 
off. Should this old king not forthwith ſend his 1 
JW Nor ſex, nor age ſhall 'fcape.—Proclaim it ſtraight. 
1 [MW Eternal Woden ! mighty God of battles! _ 
i Whom on the cloudy top of Torneo's hill 


In 
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In thunder oft we've heard, if &er your votary 
Hath with triumphant ſpoils your fanes adorn'd, 
Or with the blood of victors lav'd your altars, 
Be now propitious! give us to deſtroy 
This chriſtian iſle, that dares contemn your power, 
And with irrev'rence treat your ſacred rites. 
Aided by thee, we will their temples waſte. 
From Liffey's banks to Banna's rapid tide, 
"FOUR ane death ſhall ceaſeleſs wade in blood. 
| | 1 


ACT 
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4:07 
8 CE-N-E:L 


A Platform before the Caſtle. 


Ma LSECHLIN and ULLIN, 


Mal. RE my unequall d ſorrows ne er to ceaſe? 
Eight ſons have bled hes the invader” 8 
ſword: | 
My queen, my ſoul's far eres part, conſumd 
Amidſt the conflagration of my palace, 
When hither I was drivin——a daughter now, 
The comfort of mine age the only pee 
Of chaſte connubial joys that fate had ſpar d, 
To be——hearr-killing thought! to be demanded, 
A ſacrifice to this fell pagan's luſt! — 
_ Ul. My ſympathiſing heart feels all your bern. 
Ma. Fathers alone can feel a father's ſuff rings; 
But mine ſtand firſt; which now, like death's cold 
mand,--.- 
Weigh down the curtains of mine agen ſight, 
Ul.” Tis nature's friendly ſummons to repoſe ; - 
Such watchings would exhauſt the ſtrength of youth. 
Mal. Iwill obey ; follow me to my chamber,” 
And bring thy plaintive harp, with it a lay, 
if ach thou halt, will ſuit my mighty woes. 
[Exrt Ullin. 


Enter DoNNAL. 


Ol Donn ALI DoxnnaL! ſhould our ſcheme Ns 
And my ſweet dove become this vulture's prey— 
Haye you yet ſent our anſwer to the Dane: 


Don. 
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Don. By this tis at the —_— 
Mal. by Would 'twere recall'd | 
I like it not, all chances are againſt | ——— 
And yet my country 
2 tumultuous 10 4 Is lt 
Ha what can this mean? 
Don. It ſeems the voice of tumult. 
Ma. - Haſte, inquire. 
[ Donnal goes out, 
Hear” n ſure has dooni'd me never to Know reſt | 


11 


Donn AL re-enters i in haſte, 


Don. My e a numerous ns of the citizens 
Aſſembling throng the paſlage to the caſtle, 
And wiſh admittance to your royal preſence. 
Mal. So let it be. The ears, the hearts of kings 
Ee ever free and open to their people. 
The power heav'n gives us, is to guard wir rights, 
Redreſs their wrongs, and make ſubjection happy. 
Don. But, through impatient fears, ſhould they 5 
e 
nſtant compliance with the proffer'd terms, 
(For ſuch the rumour was, as I paſs d hither? 
Say, would, my liege, the city then farrender ? 
Mal. Should it be aught that reafon muſt not yield, 
And that our gentle counſel cannot ſooth them, 
Then muſt ftern fortitude oppoſe the torrent: 
The public truſt, the public fafety claims it. 


Enter a body of Citizens. 


5 What 1 our citizens? 


. © beſt of ning! 
There is no pow'r on earth can ſave us now, 
And Denmark in ſome moments will o 'erwhelm us. 
Enter 


Enter more Citizens. 


2d Cit. Worn out with famine, toil, diſcaſe and 
watching, 

We can no longer bear our grievous burthen: 

Ev'n as we walk, we drop; the famiſh'd ſoldier, 

Under the preſſure of his arms, expires, 

And hideous groans and howlings fill our ſtreets. 


za Cit. And, ſhould we wait the ſtorming of the 


breach, 

They'll ſpare nor age, nor ſex. 

4th Cit. Alas! our wives, our daughters! 

Mal. And what's your purpoſe? 
_ 1ſt Cit. To throw our gates wide open to the foe, 
And proſtrate to implore the conqu'ror's mercy. 

Mal. Not fo, my ſons; I will not fo betray you. 
 Mercy—and from Turces1us ?—No, my * 
As ſoon you may the ſavage tyger ſooth, 
To give you friendly ſhelter in his den: 
Nor ſex, nor innocence can move his pity. 

iſt Cit. If we ſubmit, it may. 


2d Cit. Ope, ope our gates. © 
3d Cit. His heralds twice have brought us terms 
of parley. 


Mal. Hath this fell pagan ever yet kept faith ? 
He talks of peace, but treach'ry's in his heart. 
Doth he not triumph in the breach of compacts, 
By which our iſle's one univerſal waſte ? 
On us alone our country's fate depends. 
What, what are tortures ? what a thouſand deaths, 
To loſs of honour, loſs of heav'n-born freedom ? 
Life is not life, where liberty is loſt. No 

Cit. Peace, hear him ! hear him! hear our glorious 

monarch. 


Mal. 


— . 
— 2 — 
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Mal. But, if you chooſe to be eternal ſlaves, 
Call in your maſters, ſtretch your grov'ling necks 
Beneath the feet of your inſulting tyrants. 
Had it not been for our inteſtine brolls, 
The Dane with all his northern pow'rs united 
Ne'er could have brought us to this ebb of . 
Think on the loſſes I've already borne! 
O] think on what I yet may bear for you. 
If this content you not, take—take your king, 
If that ye came for; bind theſe aged arms, 

And yield me up the pledge of your allegiance. 


Remember yet, whatever limb you ſeize _ 


Of this old corſe, ye then arreſt a part 
Fath bled for you. 
OE. - Firſt periſh ! periſh all! 
Lead on — lead on— to inſtant death lead on! 
Better to fall at once, than die by piecemeal. 
Better a thouſand deaths than vile ſubjection. 


Mal. True, true, my friends! but let us bravely die 


Tis not a ſudden fart of deſp'rate rapture 
That gives true valour's proof: the trumpet's clang 
May rouſe to courage ev'n the daſtard foul ; 


ut to view death, in filent, flow approach, 


In the receſſes, in the gloomy chambers 

Of famine and diſeaſe to hear the voice 
Of helpleſs infancy in fruitleſs cries 

Pour forth its moan to thoſe were wont to ſuccout, 
Till on its lips the fault'ring accents die; 

To ſee the languid eye of fainting beauty 

Speak more than tongue of eloquence can utter, 
Until it cloſe in death: All this to ſee, 


Feet to ſtand firm, were to be truly conqu' rors. 


Such were your anceſtors in this fam'd city. 
And ſhall their ſons be leſs? Jo pauſe, my friends— 
Soul- 


C ˙ w 


die, 


ul- 
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goul- pleaſing fight ! I ſpy the burſting tear; 
The tide of patriot love that ſwells your hearts. 
iſt Cit. Hath ever prince for people ſhewn * 
love? 
A love that conquers nature's fondeſt ties? 
All. We will ourſelves aſcend and man the walls. 
Mal. Tranſporting ſounds ! now victory is ours. 
Again, our ſinking tow'rs ſhall raiſe their heads; 
Again, our ramparts brave th' inſulting foe; 
Come, bloody Dane ! come, learn our fix'd reſolve; ; 
lerne ſcorns thy pow'r, and will be free.. 
All Freedom or death. lIerne ſhall be free. 
Ley go off with exclamations. 
Mal. O Donnat! I'm quite ſpent. ' 
Don. HUNleav'n ſend relief 
Mal. Relief tome. — Whence? Where ? 
Impoſſible. ps rn 
Hath not the ruthleſs ſavage claim'd my child ; — 


My only child——and oh! for what ?——Dred 


queſtion ! 

[ dare not utter it, it leads to ds. 

To murder——murder of her, and by this hand— 

A father's hand—rather than——what—O ! ſtop— 

Stop, thought !— each image you preſent ſtrikes 

terror, 5 

And wrings my agonizing ſoul with tortures. 1 

Don. O fir! ſuppreſs theſe thoughts not youth 
e, 

Could bear ſuch toils, and on that precious life 

Depend the hopes of all. Permit me then, 

To pray, that you admit ſome ſmall repoſe. 
Mal. Lend me thine arm; ſupport me to my 
cäæhamber—— 

And tell the good Stoxx A, I would fee him, 


Ev'n 
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Ev'n now, come too yourſelf—Donx al Dox- 
NAL |— 
My thoughts are deſperate muſt conquer them, 
Or they will conquer me. 
_ Heav'n grant the firſt ! 


SCENE IL 


A Grove near RR caſtle of Tamcy, and a gothic 
Cathedral at a ſmall Altance⸗ 


Enter Nt ALL in the habit of a peaſant. 


| N ial, This is the ſacred grove, and yon the altar, 
About this hour, tis ſaid, ſhe daily paſſes | 
This way, to matin ſervice in the temple. 


Eerneſtha and Ithona appear at a ſmall Alice. 


And lo! two hither move in female carb, 
And one is veil'd ; perhaps it is my love. 
This friendly tuft conceals me from their view. 


Berneſtha and Ithona approach, - Attendants at 
me diſtance. 


Eern. Here let us pauſe a while the early bell 
For matin ſervice hath not toll'd as yet. 5 

How lovely looks the morn midſt all this ruin 

The feather'd warblers of this vocal grove _ 

In perfect tranſport chant their love-tun'd * 
Unconſcious of reſtraint to mar their bliſs. 
The flow'ry fields in vaſt profuſion pour 

Their treaſur d een and fill with rich perfumes, 
Waſtes 


7 
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Waſted on zephyr's wings] the fragrant ü b 10 

And all in concert hail the cheerful day; 140 it 94 

Whilſt all my thoughts are ſorrow and deſpair. 

1th. Ah! princeſs, why wilt thou” indulge © ſuck 

thoughts? e 

Why let them prey thus on iy gentle foul 

Lern. What elle, ITHoN A, ſufts thele, times of 
horror? 1800 85 

Look Wü is there the fainteſ gleam of oy 6h 

Abroad, the devaſtation of my country, 

Within, the deſolation of my heart. 

[And have my ſtars, my cruel ſtars decreed, 

[That never more theſe longing eyes ſhall meet 

The blooming youth, who once, near Leinſter's ml, 

[From quick perdition in bleſs'd moment ſnatch'd me! 

Thrice hath the Sun its annual courſe purſud, 

ace I beheld him, as the morning fair, 

pure as unſhaded light, and chaſte as truth. 

Alas! at times, my tortur'd fancy ſhews bim 

| A floating corſe on the tempeſtuous main, 

r gor'd with wounds upon the ſandy beach. 

ee all earch is vain, wretched ER RNESTHA! 

| 1th, Then why thus dwell upon this yea 

. ſubject, 

nd nouriſh fruitleſs woe? Exert thy We” 

Eern. O my ITaoNa ! there's a ſecret plesliue 

| n cheriſh'd ſorrow, which it only knows. 

| 1th. So we deceive ourſelves and court our ruin. 

| Ferbear to think of him, and the lov'd image 

f Yn time may quit your. heart. 

. Lern. x 10 Impoſſible! | | 

Is fix'd for ever there— —O! he was more, 

han old heroic ſtory ever told 


| You. I. nt of 


'I 


it 


85 


ted 


Of dignity, of yalour; or of beauty. [Muſick i is heart 
But hark! whence are theſe ſounds? thus folemn 


That THe the iotive e ind fills the foul 


— 
——— ——b. 


Who at the altar ſerve in yonder temple. 


The place is lacred all, and claims our rev'rence. 
N 3 * kneel; 


5 3 — 1 
* 2 => — — 
— — p — — — ——— ——— 


And, if he lives, dear object of my fondneſs, 


— —— — — 
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harmony, 


With heav'nly rapture and with holy ardour 
1th. Tis from the pious choir of prieſts and bards, 


Fern. Here then, PI1 kneel adoring on the earth; 


Supreme | in mercy, as in . unhounded | 

To thy celeſtial manſions if the pray'rs 

Of innocence ariſe, and flame before thee, 
O faye.our country from this wreck of war! 


Reflore the wanderer to theſe longing eyes, 
Or join me with him in the peaceful grave ! 


| 

[Niall advances, and pr Jens himſelf before her, J 

I ſhudder with amazement gracious Pow'rs! 1 

My ſenſe is ſure diſturb'd, and ſhadows ſwim B 

In mock appearances before my ſight! 0 

Stay—ftay, thou dear enchanting viſion ! ftay. U 

Puts by her veil. 8 7 

Niall. Tranſcendent happineſs! mine only wiſh! WF Cl 

How ſhall I ſpeak the tranſport of my foul! 60 

1 am that wanderer, that once happy youth, Fe 
Whom thou near Liffey's ſhore didſt deign to hear, 

And liſten to the language of his heart. 

Bern. Enrapturing ſounds! by all my hopes, 'i Ti 

EK | - 

Propitious heav'n reſtores him to my wiſhes! 


01 turn thee from my bluſhes. 


ILY Vaal 
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n Let them Win : 
They ſpeak the virtues of thy heav'nly foul, 
And more inſpire me with ſeraphic loveee. 
Eeru. How tedious have I counted ev Ty hon 
Since from that bleſt retirement I was torn, 
Where ſenſe and honour won my raviſh'd foul ? 
But ſay, what led you hither ? too adventurous! 
To theſe devoted walls conſign'd to ruin. 
Niall No more a wretched exile, but a king, 
Whoſe various fortunes thou perhaps haſt heard, 
(For rumour hath not let them paſs unnotic'd) 


For thee I march to war ; for thee to conquer 
For thee, to live, or die. 
Form.” Where are the bin ? 


'Tis viſionary all, the dreams of love. 
Fatally raſh, thou trifleſt with my peace, 
Thus to expoſe thy life to certain peril. 
| Niall. Love urg'd me on, and love no peril fears. 
Oft, when the gloomy ſhades of night have ſtolen 
Upon my toilſome way, I've laid me down, 
The ſod my couch, my canopy the ſkies, 
Champion for thee, and for my waſted country, 
Good heav'n, that conſtancy like ours regards, 
| For his EERNESTH A, will protect her Ny ALL. 
Fern, NI ALL,! What ist I hear P- 
ExRNESTHA!] Z 
Tis not thy name—ſpeak—ſpeak again— 1 
Mal. . It is. 
[tis that name fo hateful to thine houſe. 


bee me more, CC 
e © Niall. 


At length, I've rous d whole kingdoms, now in arms. 


And where the troops that thou haſt rous d to arms? 


—undone 


Fern, Fly hence——Oh! . mu not 
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Niall. Not ſee thee more my only joy of life!— 
Firſt, bid me die ! *twere mercy to that ſentence, 
And I will bleſs thee with my parting breath. 


Fern. Ah me! O prince that e were 


death to me. 

Think on the enmity between our bon 

If thou doſt love Ex RNES HA, inſtant ſhun TY 
Death, certain death attends a moment's ſtay. 

Niall. Love thee ! and ſhun hee thou wert neer 
ſo cruel; 

Thy nature cannot Farben luch a . 
Heav'n] muſt I ſuffer for my ſire's tranſgreſſion ? 
By that ſame Pow'r ! and by thy precious ſelf! 

I am of the imputed crime as innocent, 

As thou art of a thought that is not pure. 

Thou faireſt excellence ! twould burſt my heart 

Could'ſt thou conceive a thought againſt thy NI All. 

 FEern. That I believe We Ts not truth more 

true; 
With ſoul as noble, as the grtt of hes. 

Witneſs the love, my heart has now betray'd! 

But ſhould my royal father find thee here, 
And learn withal that I was privy to it, 
No pow'r on earth could ſhield thee from perdition; 
What then would be the fate of thy EERNESTHA? 
Niall. Then, PII — 55 and) 2 my conqu 'ring 
troops, 
Now hither on their march from Newry 8 hills, 
Once more to meet the bloody Dane in battle, 
And ſnatch this city from his menac'd vengeance. 
Eern. I bade thee go, but thought not when! 
ſpake it. 
Do not thus haften, from mine e eyes to tear 


The laſt, laſt ſight of all that A, hold precious 5 
| Alas 


- 
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Alas! what will your lender force avail 

Againft the numbers of thefe fierce aflailants Fon. 

Niall. Did they ſurpaſs the ſands upon the beach, 

And thou the prize, I ſhould with ſcorn behold them, 

O! I could ſtay for ever, parting thus, 

And for one further look from thoſe dear eyes, 

Were endleſs woe the hazard, I might riſk it. 

But, on my flying hence, all ſafety reſts. 

Ere a new morn, joyous, with conqueſt crown d, 

NiALL again ſhall viſit his EE RNESTH A, 

And bring an heart with conſtant love o erflowing. 

Fern. Go then, brave prince, EERNESTH A 

| bids thee go. 

Guarded by heav'n, to. conqueſt baſte and glory : 

Yet, amidſt charging hoſts remember me, 

And for ERRNESTHA“s ſafety prize thine own. 

Mill. Tis glory calls, I hear the ſacred voice, 

The voice of liberty——it fires my foul, 

And fame and victory attend its ſummons. ; 

I muſt deſerve, before I elaim reward; 

Denmark muſt fall, Ierne muſt be finds: 3 

And my EERNESTHA Empreſs of the North. 

[He embraces her and haſtes off, ſhe finks into the 
arms of Ithona, but after a pauſe recovers. 

Fern, Where is the prince ? what ark ? haſte, 

call him back, | 

] have not told him half I had to ſay. 

Il. J fear, he's ſped too far: to ſeek him now, 

Were perilous.” ff 

Ern. 01 I could Ane d 

Purſue the conqu” ror through each ſcene of fortune x 

Where female ſtep had ne'er been mark'd before. 

When love ſo true has ſeiz d the virgin's heart, 


And 


— ¹. —— . . „« —— 


And ſoul and ſenſe thus equally are charm'd, - 
Where is the danger that ſhe will not meet? 
What toil not fuffer for the favour'd youth ? 
Great pow'r of deftiny ! whoſe arm direQs 
The deadly arrow in its feather'd flight, 

O! from my hero turn its fatal point} 
Tis not a partial pray'r ; he fights the cauſe 
Of pure religion, liberty, and love. "ky g0 of, 


The plain where the Danes are encamped. 


Enter Toneraiue bd Zixo ak, and then 
AAN wih RGA. 


"Fl urg. What Gom the Iriſh king . 
. My liege, this herald. 
Turg. Declare your embaſſage. _ 
Reg. Thus far, great king, our mighty mo- 
narch yields to your propoſal.— After the fall of 
the ſueceeding night, his only child, our princeſs, 
[ « with fifteen others of our brighteſt virgins, ſhall, 
i upon theſe conditions, be ſent to your pavilion; 
it « that if upon the view of them, ſhe ſhall not be 
1 “your choice, then ſhe with the remaining four- 
* teen ſhall be reſtor'd in ſafety to the city; but 
if e ſhould it be her doom to be preferr'd, the others 
1 * then to be diſmiſſed inviolate.” 
1 Tus . Tis granted all, but ſee no time be lot. 
kegan goes cf. 
Not one ſhall be reſtor d; this night, the traitors, 
RELI and Mok Ax, will admit our forces. [Ajid: 


* 
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Enter an Officer haſtily and in diſorder, — 
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What's the alamm 1 ie! 
Off. A ſoldier now aid) HUD e 
All faint with travel and with wA of vlood; 
Juſt reach'd our camp, and but declar d his ding 
| Then ſunk __ the 8 8 
E What tidings ! ſpeak.” er: 
Of. That NI ALL, with a mighty new-raig'd force, 
Some two nights ſince, ſurpriz'd yourtroops at N eury, : 
And-with a bloody ſlaughter ſeiz d the town. i 
Turg. aa F what! e 


o — 
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. Such, ſir, was the report] | bl 
Turg. Jnpoſible1 the valiant AMELatNus, il 
Our firſt-born ſon, commands our forces tere ; 30 


Soon as proud TAMox ſhall be wrapp'd in fame, of 
Thither Pl turn the tide of war, and give * 
Their towns and provinces long nce fable," 5 i 
And now at ſuff rance held, to ſpoil and blaster þ 
Haſte then, ALANOR,' rouſe my martial Danes, 
Tell them, Toxcesrvs ſtill commands the war, 
That name ſo dreadful to the weſtern world. 
| Tell them, they fight! beneath the ſacred banner, 
Where its dark wings the magic raven ſpreads, 
And on the toe denounces INE diſmay. | 
„ mand Þ a ST-1691 7: ee. 
Zino Ak, approach; your nile, fearleſs ſoul 
My fterneſt purpoſes hath often known, 
And I may truſt you with my inmoſt thoughts; 
Have you Heard angie of Ni AL ls late achievements ? ? 
Zing. Of certainty not much. 
Turg. Twas faid, he periſh'd 
The night his fire's firong caſtle. was reduc d. 


7 


. "I 


err 


200 THE SIEGE or ramon. 


Zing. Suchs was the time s report, but it prov'd falls 
Since when, this prince, of fiery reſtleſs ſpirit, 
Hath in diſguiſe and undiſcover'd rang'd © 
Through every quarter of this. ſpacious ite, 
Rouſing the remnant of its ſeatter d chat, 
For their. laſt deſperate caſt,,  _ 

Turg. Lightnings blaſt him! 1 
But what can ſuch a boy, unſkill'd in war, 
With! the thin ſweepings of his famiſh'd followers? ? 
Vet, could I know a' particle of fear, 
Or ſhrink at aught, it were at this ſame Nias, 
Ere from Norwegia's deſolated ſhores, | 
The Daniſh navy wafted o'er the main 
This ſtorm of arms, from Lapland's frozen climes 
I ſuramon'd ev 'ry hell-devoted mage, 
— Whoſe incantations bound th' impriſon'd winds; : 
They bade the boiſt rous ſpirits of the b 
Guide to Ierne's coaſt the floating war, 

And told me, victory ſhould wave my flags 
Ober all the weſtern iſles; but then, with words 
Of horrid i import, alſo bade me nun 
A prince nam'd Nall, 5 
. Empty te terrors Halls 
Legends of crafty _ or the vain whimlics 
Of ſuperſtitious dreamers, who believe 
The airy comage of their fear-rack'd brains, 
And evils propheſy that never happen. 

Turg. So may it prove! yet ceasd not there 
theſe bodements ; 3 = 

But now, ſleep ſtealing on my wearied ſenſe, 
Methought, as through the ſpacious vault I paſsd MW 
That fronts the ſacred fane of war's great deity, 0 

The ſilver lamps that light the marble roof, 4 
Without a waſted breath of air around, 


4 
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As by a hand irie at once 

Were all extinguiſh'&— That i in their fomtchtes: 
The hallow'd bones long reſted were diſturb'd, 

And from their tombs and ſhrines the ſheeted dead 
in dreadful apparition ſtalk'd before me. 
Zing. Weak were his gt, oe liege, op- 
pos 'd to your's. 

Turg. True. — But he hath a foul would fas 
an hoſt : | 
| Still in breaks ſhall I bear his proweſs 
Midſt the fierce conflict on EAM ANI A's plains, 


The morning of the night I ſtorm'd its caſtle, 1 

| Though he could ſcarcely then count eighteen ſum- 9 
es mers. 85 1 
From the firm lines he drove our braveſt chiefs, bl 

J And for a while, impetuous forc'd his way, : = 
Like ſome ſtout veſſel through th' oppoſing Waves, = 


| Until, fatigu'd with ſlaughter, he retreated. 
| Zing, And if report ſays true, 'twas he who reſcu'd 
Their monarch king in Boyne's laſt bloody fight, 
| Who elſe beneath your conqu'ring arm had falln, 3 
f But we his utmoſt efforts may defy; 
| | Scarce two days [wifteft march would bring them 
; hither ; £ 
, | The circuit they mult take to ſhun the forts, 
I That lie *twixt us and them, is long and toilſome. 
E . Turg, Much you miltake theſe hardy iflanders 
L Are fleet as ſtags, of ev'ry ſuff'ring patient; 
Nor lack they aught but union with themſelves, 
To ſend the world their gauntlet of defiance. 
| Witneſs the day, on Eanna's banks they fought, 
Our number theirs five fold; like baited lions 
10 fury rous d, they turn d on their purſuers; 


W ith. 
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With dewy moſs they flopp'd their gaping wounds, 
And with freſh vigour the fierce war renew'd. 
A great ſhout at a diftance, 
Zing. This ſhout ſeems from the walls, 
. wy- 1 — Away, and learn. 


| Weak, wretched man!] are not life s real ills 
Thy daily deſtin'd lot, enough to bear, 
But muſt illufive fancy wring the ſoul 
With e terrors far more dreadful? 
Je gods ! that phantoms thus ſhould ſcare the ſoul, 


IS": [Goes off, 


' [Zingar goes of, 


Which danger = _ and which laughter 
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To M A LSBCH LIN enter Donn At. 


Den. S from the battlements I mark'd the camp, 
A ſtranger, in a ruſtic mantle clad, 
Seem'd as if lurking near the northern gate, 
Deſcending ſpeedily, I had him ſeiz d; 
When, with an air, unlike the face of gult, 
Proudly he frown'd, and caſt a ſtern regard 
Back on the hoſtile camp; his form is ſtrength, 
His aſpect beauty, and his port is awe, | 
For ſuch they burſtforthfrom the coarſe-ſpun cov ring 
Which vainly o'er his native luſtre hung. 
Aal. Learn'd you his name, or what his errand 
—_ 
Don. All this I ſought, but fill he ſhunn'd reply, 
Save only this; conduct me to your king, 
I bring momentous tidings to his ear. | 
He now awaits your will. f 3 
Mal. en We bin approach. 
„„ [Donnal haftes of. 
Fortune, tho” adverſe long, may now relent. 


Reenter Donn AE with NI ALL in thehabit of apeaſunt. 


Niall Iluftrious 1 may the all-juſt pow'rs 
Give period to your woes, and ſend you peace! 
| come the grateful meſſenger of joy ; 

To tell you, heav'n aſſiſts the righteous cauſe, 
And vict'ry hath grac'd the arms of freedom. 
come all {peed from Newry's ſtormy cliffs, 


Whoſe precipices fiream with Daniſh gore. 
Young. 
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Young NIALL there, with a collected force, 
Some thouſand hardy veterans, the remains 
Of many a well-fought field, his own liege people, 

Sons of the North, inur'd to toil and danger, 

Aſſail'd the town, when ſcarce a Dane eſcap'd. 
Mal. NI AL. what Ullad's prince did he 
not fall, 

(For ſo twas rumour d) mid the gen- ral laughter, 
The night the Dane deſtroy'd his treach'rous houſe? 
Niall. No, heav'n that hour Pe the Pres 
alone: 

And now his victor troops are on their way 

To meet th invaſive foe before your walls. 

Mal. How ! ſhall the offspring of his faithleſs ſire 
By whoſe unnatural aid, the ſavage Dane 
Hath pour d upon this heav'n-forſaken iſle 

The flood of war in boundleſs deſolation, 

Be friend to us, his country, or to freedom? 
Niall. Yes, prince, he's your „ your country's 

*- friend and freedom's. | 

Mal. Can we that fatal moment &er forget 
When theſe invaders fled before our banners, 
Diſpers'd and routed ? victory was our's, _ 
Had not that falſe old king, then baſely leagu'd 

In ſecret treaty with this ruthleſs plunderer, 5 

With a freſh force pour'd ſudden on our rear, 
And turn'd the fortune of the day againſt us? 

That bloody day, which ſpoil'd me of five ſons, 
Five youths, five heroes in the bloom of glory! 

Niall. O! 'tis too true, young NIA Ll knows it true; 

He feels it all, for you and for his country. 
This, this hath rous'd him to redreſs your wrongs, 
And ſhortly he'll effect the glorious purpoſe, 
Or greatly periſh in the high attempt. 10 

a] 
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Mal. Illuſion all !—but did he now lead myriads, 
Though unoppos'd, they could not reach our walls 
Ere we muſt fall, or yield to the affailants. 

Niall. Never, 0 never, may Ierne yield! 

Neer be a vaſſal to a foreign yoxe! 
Behold the ſtag, that haunts the vaſty deſert ! 
Free and delighted 'midſt its waſtes he roams, 
Nor fears the hunter's wiles. High o'er the cliff, 
Whoſe awful brow o'erſhades the foamy deep, 
Mark how the tow'ring eagle builds her neſt! 
All, all of earth, of air, aloud proclaim, 
That liberty, though Join'd with toil, with want, 
And peril imminent, is nature's charter. 

Mal. Your name and fortunes, youth? [ wiſh to 

learn them. 

Niall I am a ſoldier, and a friend to Sedo 

Mal. Greater thou canſt not be, wert thou a king, 

Niall. Nor further ſeek, I pray. My ſword, my Fe 
I hold devoted to my country's ſervice ; 

For her I conquer, or for her I fall. 
Beneath Ierne's banners here I and 
Her lifted champion. —Here, in her defence, 
Will ſhed each drop of blood that warms my heart, 
And in the agonies of death lament, 
Thad no more to loſe in ſuch a cauſe! 
Mal. Donn A L, apart with me. (Takes Donnal o 
the other ſide of the flage) You may remember, 
In our late fatal conflict at the Boyne, 
| ſhould have fall'n beneath the giant Dane, 
When in the field he had oppos'd me ſingly, 
Had not a youth who then fought near our ſtandard, 
Straight forward ſprung, and on bis ſhield quick 
ſnatch'd 
The ſtroke deſign'd for me; the n wit i relchion 
eh As 
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At my aſſailant made. — Mid the havock 
I ich loſt ſight of him, but ever ſince 
My ſoul hath gratefully retain'd his image, 
Of which, this ſtranger bears a ſtriking ſemblance, 
I Il leave you with him to enquire his fortunes, 
[Gues off. 
Niall O, mighty Tawmos!O! ye ſacred tow'rs! 
The ſeat of empire, glory of our iſle ! 
_ Hath fate at length decreed thy walls to tremble } 
Don. Whoe'er thou art, my ſoul claims kindred to 
mes. © 
And fain would hold acquaintance with thy name, 


As with thy virtues. 


Nall. Did you know old Ni AL! 
Don. I knew him well, have fought beneath his 
banners: | 
I faved young Ni ALL's life, the fatal hour, 9925 
is fire fell victim to the Dane's dark treach'ry. 
A beardleſs ſtrippling then, but of much proweſs; 
What hath befall'n him ſince, I have not learn d. 
VWiall. Were you 88 of young Ni ALL's life? 


1 J was. 
VNMiall. Then Ni ALL thanks vou. 

[Throws open his mantle, 
Dig ' Greateſt, firſt of men! 


Our country” s refuge, and the dread of Denmark! 
Thus let me kneel. l 
Niall. No. riſe, 3 thy friend. 
Ves, valiant chieſtain, well I know the worth + 
With which thy ſoul's endow'd ; that W 
Which can alone make truly eminent. 
The friend to virtue is the nobleſt hero. 

Don. How have you reach'd theſe walls? te at- 

tempt was dangerous, 


Mall. 


AT RAGE Dv. 20) 


_ Niall. My foul with danger hath been long ac- 

quainted, _ 

And in your preſence thaice F've fought diſguis'd, 

Since the fell Dane o'erthrew our royal houſe. 

Don. Ha! was it you who ſav'd our aged monarch 
At Boyne's late bloody field! ? 

Niall. 

O! aid me, thou exterminating ſpirit! 

Speed, like the fatal peſtilence unſeen, 

That blaſts with fetid death the wholeſome life! 

Already to the camp of proud Turotsus 

My conqu'ring ſoldiers haſte and burn for war, 

And Tamor ſhall again be freedom's ſeat ; 

Love then, perchance, may recompenſe my toils. 

O! could I hope, that our renown'd old monarch, 


Give to my arms the blooming, dear EERNESTHA, 
All toils, all ſuff'rings would be then o'erpaid. 


3 . 
This royal maid, this virgin excellence, 
For diſcord long hath rag d between your houſes, 


are paſt, „ 

Since in diſguiſe I traversd o'er this e, 
Once more to rouſe her free- born ſons to arms. 
By night J travell'd, and retir'd by day; 

When, near the craggy ſteeps of Leinſter's hills, 


At a cloſe place, where two roads croſs'd, I met 
A litter guarded by a ſmall detachment, 
Haſting upon their way with eager ſpeed: 
The tender ſound. of wailing caught mine ear, 
And touch'd my heart; aloud, I bade them flop, 


So heaven decreed. 


Would, for his country ſav'd, his crown and liberty, 


Don. It moves my wonder, where you could have 


Niall. Then hear and wonder more, Three years 


Juſt as the morn had ſtreak d the eaſtern ſky, _ 


And 
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And ſeiz'd the reins; when one drew forth his ſword, 
And ſtruck upon mine helm; inſtant, I laid 
Him, and another, and another breathleſs: 
Their fellows, then but two, fled | in diſmay, 
Leaving a boaſtleſs conqueſt. 


Don. ; Firſt of heroes ! 


Of father's life, of daughter's honour too, 


Of both the great preſerver |! but ſay on. 
Mall. Straight with a haſty hand I rent away 
The cover from the carriage, when, O ecſtacy ! 

A ray of brightneſs that ſurpaſs'd the morn _ 

| Roſe on my ſight and ſoul —ſpeechleſs, I bow'd 
With reverential awe, and led her forth; 

She trembled, look'd around, and at my feet 
Thankful ſhe ſunk ; reſpectfully I rais'd her; 

_ Compleat, great youth, ſhe cry'd, thy glorious deed, 
And fave me from the fear of further peril. 
Looking around,. at ſome ſmall diſtance thence, 

A lonely cottage, near a wood I ſpy'd 
Down in a dale, and waſh'd by Liffey's wave ; 

Thither, with haſty ſteps, we bent our way, 

When, tapping at the door, an hoary anchoret, 

With face time-worn, and furrow'd o'er with care, 

Came forth, and with much courteſy receiv'd us. 

. Don. And did you ſojourn there for any while ? 

Niall. Soon as I knew the treaſure I had fav'd, 

Which ſhe awhile conceal'd, a truſty courier 

Was with the tidings to our king diſpatch'd. 
At length, when thrice three days had paſs'd away, 

_ Spent in Elyſium, (for from her voice, 
 Flow'd accents paſſing fong ; whilſt from her eyes, 
The fluid glory came, as when the ſun 
Plays on the lucid ſtream) a choſen party 

VCFFFCFTTT Woke + Came 


e 4 


came from the city to conduct her hither, 

And left me 1 8 88 

Me: 7: She often eld, 

Nor Kent dtplessd to 4s invited to it, 

Your wond'tous proweſs in her happy reſcue; ; 
But neeer diſclos d the riame of her deliverer. 
Niall, Fearing the enmity between our 1525 

I only told, I was an exiPd prince, Ae 
Who hardly had eſcap'd the general weck : 

But, ere we parted, O moft feet retembranos! 1 
With mutual vows we ſeaPd 6ur mutual fath. 

Don. Have you, Ince your arrival, ſeen the Pike 
.... 
Mall. ON yes! and have, diſclod wyelf and for- 
r N y 

Don. Great prince! you come, as i eber by 
heav'n, 8 e 


Her champion, her protector, whom this ſavage. 
| Hath as an hoſtage Flaim c and who, at ede, 

| Muſt be | Sons - 
Niall.” Ha !——what 1 6 
A 45 0 15 en enn. 

| Niall. Inhuman ſacrifice! eternal ſname! 

Io ſtoop to ſuch baſe terms ſo, her ſweet innocence 
ls doom'd to be the price of our redemption ? 
What could they more impoſe within your walls? 

| Rage fires my breaſt and doubly nerves my arm. 
Ill ruſh through all his hoſt, pluck out his heart, 
And caſt the victim reeking at her feet. 

| Don. O! 'twere the certain way to ruin all. 

The king as yet regards you as his foe ; 

l Reflect then on the danger that you run, 

dhould he here find you lurking in diſguiſe. 
Vox. I. P Niall 


— — 
—— — r: 
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Niall. Periſh ſuch thoughts! was NI ALL. born 4 
fear? 
Though loſt to fortune, yet I live to glory. 
I Geis with me from ULLap's waſted province 
Some twenty of the faireſt youths of Erin, 
All of our royal ſtock, of ſure affiance z 
' Whoſe faces, not yet ſunn'd, and ſcarcely bearded, 
Glow like the morning roſe; yet are their ſouls 
To fear of peril ſtrangers, and with me. 
Knit in the golden links of fond affection; 1 
With me, they all are ſworn to live, | or periſh, 
To periſh, | or to conquer. | 
Don. What! now 1 a 
Niall. No, in a village a few furlongs diſtant, 
They wait impatient for my call to action. 
Don. Till then, it will be fit you reſt conceal'd; 
On that alone depends our future fortune. 
Niall, Juſt is your counſel, but Hugh {wells my 
ſpirit. 55 
A while firewel, we hos ſhall meet in blood. [Exit 
Don. Thus, the fierce lion from the light retires, 
To darkſome cave, until the hour of prey; 
Night calls. him forth, he ſlumbers then no more, 
. death and terror mark his fatal e, [Extt, 


SCENE 
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od: e e 


An apartment in the caſtle. 5 


ExnNESTHA ſitting in a melancholy poſture, ſoft 
muſick Playing. 


Fern. How ſweet is muſick to the mind at eaſe, 
When felt thus pleaſing to deſpair like mine! 
Such heav'nly ſtrains our ancient druids usd 
In their myſterious rites, what time, the moon, 
Night's awful empreſs, from her clouded throne 
Survey'd the nether world, and filence came 
Under the wings of night ;. that hallow'd hour, 
Amidſt their conſecrated groves were heard 
Harmonious numbers wild; the liſt ning bard, 

Felt glowings more than human, and conceiv'd, 
That all around was holy and inſpir d. 


Enter Iron. 


1th. Theſe watchings, princeſs, every y freng 
"exceed. 
| Fern, What heart diftreſsd like mine can taſte 
repoſe? _ 
Affüction hath from infancy purſu d me, 
And hope and peace have long forſook my boſom. 
Ith. Diſpel this ſad deſpondency of foul ; 
Obſerye the changes of this life, how various; 
The fate that frowns to-day, may ſmile to-morrow. 
ern. Alas! unſtable, empty as the eloud 
That ſweeps along the vale, are all our hopes. 


0! could I to that calm retreat return, 
Pa Amid 
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Amid the woodland walks, the winding vales, 
And ſprings that ſparkle from the marble rocks! 
Where, in love's accents, ſoft as breeze of ſpring 
Warm'd by the ſunny bearri the-blooming youth, 
Firſt breath'd his ardent vows and won my heart, 
The happy peaſant, there, in rural innocence 
Lives on with liberal frugality, 
In envied health to his allotted day, 
Whilſt peaceful plenty crowns his honeſt wis, 
Nor ſighs to ſee his eve of life deſcend. 
There, rapture echoes throu gh the bfrning groves; ; 
Contentment ſparkles in the virgin's eye, 
And truth and pleaſure, feſtive dance and ſong, 


Fill up the happy hours, the ſame for ever. 
Enter 2 Woman Attendant. 


Aten. Madam, the king is in your anti chamber 
Where he impatiently expects your preſence. 
Fern, What can this mean ? diſmay has ſeiz'd my 
1 
Itl. Heav'n! how you tremble! reſt upon my arm, 
Fern. Thou would'ſt not wonder, didſt thou know 
but all: 
This morn, as through the gallery ! paſs d, 
I met my father; and oh! could'ſt thou think it? 
When his bleſſing crav'd, he turn'd alide, 
| And ruſh' into his chamber. 2 
„ It is moſt like, 
= He ſaw you not ; his ſorrows weigh him down. 
ern. I muſt away, but let me quickly ſee thee: 
To the woe - burthen'd heart 'tis ſome relief 
Jo breathe its ſufferings to the faithful boſom. 
V. Thou canſt not teela woe unfelt byme. [Exeunt 


SCENE 


\ 


VAT RAGE D: Yet 413 


5 | | ' #4 
5:9 CCE N R III. A 
- . ; > = 


An anti-chamber to the apartment of the Princeks 


The Scene opens and diſcovers the King landing i in 
the middle of the ſtage | in deep reflection. 


Mal. Tis horrible but ere it be accompliſhed, 
| Beyond recal, let me once more review 
| The dreadful motive He demands my daugh- 
der, 
But oh! for what for purpoſe the moſt ſavage — 
And ſhall I yield? yet ſhould I not aye, there — 
There's the dilemma ?——no—it muſt not be 
This—rather this (pulling out a dagger ) ſhall pres 
her tender boſom, | 
Or fo deface with ſcars that beauteous form, 
Ev'n luſt ſhould ſtart at it. LEerneſtha mew?) Ha | 
lle is Rer., 
How nature at the ſight revolts and trembles! ! 
| 1, for a moment, muſt conceal this weapon. [Afidr. 
| Err. Howamlbleſs'd, fir, to attend your pleaſure! 
Mal. Protecting anon ſpread their v 1 around 


her YE 
Shield! ſhield her oh! 
| Fern, A groan ſo deep! Ah, r! 


My heart dies in me at the found—whence ? — 
t wherefore ?— Rs 

1 Woe's me ! he cannot ſpeak, turn, turn this way : 

| What is the ſacrifice that Heav'n demands ? 
Lou look not on me it muſt be my treſpals—— 
| Speak, ſpeak to me, or my poor heart will burſt. 
None had your fayour more than your EERNESTHA, 
| How have I loft 17 
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Mal. Thou haſt not loſt it—— 


No, my Ex RNRESTHHA, no; this very moment, 
Thou art far dearer to my ſoul than ever; 
And yet, this interview, tis like, will be 

The laſt delight thy preſence e er can ied me, 


Eern. Defend me, heav'n! Oh! fir, am I the Cauſe? 


Am I to blame? 
Mal. No, no, it is my fondneſs; 
My country loſt; a tyrant's cruelty; - 
Thy honour, virtue, and thy matchleſs beauty, 
'Theſe, theſe the fatal aue. 

ern. D fearful ſounds! 
And wilt thou then aaron me for ever ? 

Mal. Now,. now, my heart, be ſteady ! [Afide.]— 


| See'ſt thou this? | [Shews a dagger, 
Fern, 1do! Ido! 
* = And! in thy father 8 hand? 
Fern. I ſee it all. 
Mal. I” And not tremble ? 
Zern. VümzLt AO 


Mal. It is deſign'd for wee child! for 
fthee 

Fern. If dis your . I'm ready to receive it. 

Mal. Ha] fear'ſt thou not to die? 

Fern. My mother's virtue and my father's ſpirit 
Have arm'd my heart againſt death's blackeſt frowns. 
Early you taught me that it had no terrors 


But to the guilty mind. 
Mal. _ „ Ten diſarm'ſt SY 


[He puts up the dagger. 


Thy filial piety, Fa wond'rous fortitude, 
. And 


Have ſtruck Fg father with remorſe and. thaws, 
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And ſa vd him from a fearful deſperation; 
yet art thou ſav'd for that for that far worſe— 
Fern. Now, now, I fear indeed tell, tell me, fir! 
Upon my knees I beg— [She kneels. 
1 walks to and fro much diſturbed. 
Alas! thoſe throbs 
Wil burſt: your tender boſom. Ha! you weep—— | 
| The tear you would reſtrain ſteals down your cheek, 
| Woe ſtops your ſpeech— —O ſir! pronounce my 
8 ho, gs 
Whate'er it be, no death can equal —_ 

Mal. I will—I will—but 'tis of ſuch a nature, 
*Twill make thy mother's bones ftart in their grave, 
And me in after-times rever'd with horrour. 
Know then—Oh ! Oh !- —1 can no — 

preſence „ 
Will not ſuffer it—haſte, fly to StokxA 
He'll tell the horrid tale—fly, fly, my child, 
I dare not longer truſt myſelf with thee. 

Eern. Your will's my law, and from my beſt obe- 
n 
No terrours can affright me. 

Mal. "=." Vet yet hold 
I had well nigh forgot, nor is it ſtrange; | 2 de. 
Come to my arms — Once more —— now, take this 
dae, 
This inſtrument of death, my laſt, beſt gift: 
Conceal and keep it as thy well-known guardian, 
And bear thy mother's virtues in remembrance : 
Heav'n may direct it in the hour of peril 
To fave thy ſex's fame, thine houſe's honour, | 
To ſave thee from pollution — Oh fare wel. 

[He | goes off. 

n 


216 THE SIEGE OF TAM, OR. 


[Eergeſta alone; fixed in aſtoniſhment, with the 
 -- dagger in her hand,] - 
Eern. pollution |—was't not fo I- this dagger 
| | too | 
And it at firſt conceal d“ His laſt, beſt gift. — 
'Gainſt his EER NES TH a's life but this is 1 — 
Perhaps, he knows of NI AI. L's viſit here; 
That hateful name, and of our mutual bone, 


* - 7 * 


Let though thoſe vows are in its courts nd, 
Ere I would wound his peace who gave me being, 
And from that hour with tenderneſs hath rear'd me, 
I would renounce the dear-loy'd youth for ever— 

Oh! 'was ſevere, nor like his tender nature, 
.To leave me thus in darkneſs and diſtraction. 


= Enter ; ITHON A: 


What is my doom ? pronounce it—Pm Prepared. 
Ith. What can my Fei mean? good heav'n ! 
a dagger! 
Fern. Aſk me no queſtions—1 am loft for ever — 
But he referr'd me to the good StoR N. A, 
To him then, I will fly, to. learn my ruin. 
Lead, lead me, virgins !' to the facred altar! 
This day ſhall be my bridal; this the day, 
On which I part from earth to mount to heaven. 
Thou Pow'r ſupreme! who Know'ſt our inmoſi 
„ thoughts, ; 
Do but protect, as you thall find me innocent; 
If to affect a youth for valour fam'd, 
For truth, for wiſdom, O] for every virtue, 
Be deem'd a crime, I am indeed moſt guilty. 
(Goes off, Tthona follows her. 


3CENE 


. . 5 * 
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% 
- 


SCENE Iv. 
Changes to a gallery in the caſtle. 


SIORN ene meet. 


1 


end 4 
Are we devoted all ? > declare the 5. 
Don. I know not what : near this, I met our king; ; 
Deep on his brow, imprinted ſorrow fat 
| NMajeftic, as a cloud upon the morn ; 
| So, that a while, I unperceiv'd remain'd. 
At length, with ſudden ſtart, he ſaid, away, 
Haſte, ſend the good StoxN A to my chamber. 
Sor. But briefly firſt ; what's now the city's ſtate ? 
Don. All, all deſpair to hail another morn. 
Some with wild accents hurry through the ſtreets, 
They know not whither; others motionleſs | 
Like victims patient wait the uplifted ſteel. 
Stor, There was a council of the chief inhabitants: 
Did any there point out a likely ſtay, 
Whereon to found a hope ? 
Don. No, nota man. 
Silent they ſat in mournful convocation, 
As o'er the corſe of their deceaſed country; 
Fach fadly looking at his own diſmay, 
| Reflected from the aſpect of his fellows. 
| Sir. Then nought is left to reſcue us, fave that, 
Would cauſe the favage of the wilds to ſhudder. 
| Good heav'n ! what conflict rages in that boſom, 
| That nature or its country muſt forego? 
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Don. Why then comply 3 ? why yield to the fell 


terms 


Of this inſulting Dane? not heav' n itſelf 


More trial — than mortals can endure. 
A father !- 


—_ True——but of his people firſt, 


Such his exalted ſentiment of ſoul, 


And ſuch the patriot flame that conquers nature, 


And mortals makes immortal. 
Don. But he waits you; 
Even your preſence now, will yield him comfort, 


LD of. 


ACT 


Ala 


T| 


> A teal AA 
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f £ CT w. 
3 80 K N W 


The Daniſh camp. 


Tunczsius and ALanor. 


Ala. READ ſir, I from this height eſpya courier, 
Who ſeems with haſty IT to ſpeed this 

way. 
Turg. What means this ſudden and unuſual tre- 
_ e Ade. 


Enter OSR. 


055 The ods preſerve o our r king! ! diſifrow for- 


tune! 

The prince your ſon, the ow AMELANUS- 
Tung. Is ſlain perhaps !—Or e hath ſhunn'd 

the foo! 

Ere that, a thouſand deaths But to the matter. 
O/r. Soon as the tidings reach'd him, then at reſt 

In Newry's caſtle, at the dead of night, 

(The country all around us quite ſubdu'd) 

That NI AL by ſurpriſe had ſtorm'd the ſuburbs, 

Alarm'd, yet undiſmay'd, our gallant prince, 

All efforts us d that prudence then ſuggeſted, 

Or valour *midſt confuſion could achieve; 

Yet, at the dawn of morn the gates were foro d. 


Howe'er, your trœops, ee from ſleep Juſt 


ſtarted, 
Of cov'ring heedleſs, by their prince | led on, 
Full ſoon had freed the town, when the fierce NI ALL, 


Singly himſelf oppoſing to the conqu ror— 
Turg. 


—— ⁵˙ ay VP 4 neg —— — — 
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7 urg. Ye gods! my foul's on 8 the 

ſequel. 1 
O. Straightway, the ODE on either ſide fell back, 
5 Wii, like two lions for the proſtrate prey, 
Theſe rival heroes fought with equal proweſs; 
Until at length, upon our prince's helmet, 
The craggy fragment of a broken rock 
Was from a turret caſt ; adown he ſunk. 

Turg. Doth he yet breathe ; 5 
Of. He doth, but ſcarcely more, 

His gen'rous foe, at his own ſafety's peril, 
Shielded the ſinking prince, till by his friends 
He from the fatal pavement was convey'd. 
The carnage then grew dreadful, NI ALL's ſword 
Keſiſtleſs mow'd down ranks, and ſtreets ſtream d 
eee 
Tu urg. Was there no > ſecond left that dard oppoſe 

e 
0. Whilſt death thus rioted, amidſt the tumult, 
5 A voice, as from the clouds, in accents ſhrill, 
Pronounc'd theſe diſmal ſounds, © the Danes are loſt.” 
No ſooner utter'd, than our fear- ſtruck troops 
5 Fled 1 in confuſion, ſpite of every effort. 
Turg. How long ſince that event? 
on. 1 and night, 
Nor could I thence ſpeed ſooner, every paſs 
That hither leads directly, was ſecur'd 
By parties of the foe before the aſſault. 
Turg. But this way Z ING AR moves. 


Zix SAR enter? 


W hat: new alarm ? | 
Zing. The prince is $09, but will in fame live 
Exer. „ 5 1 : Turg. 


Furg. IIl. fortun'd ſtars! he was the ſoul of valour, 
And death dwelt in his ſword ; wher&er it mov'd, 
| The battle was conſum'd, and conqueſt follow'd. 
Had his oppoſer on the ſame ſpot fall'n 1 
Beneath his arm, I then had been content. 
Accept his ſpirit, mighty god of battle! 
Five other ſons remain to thee de voted, 
And each for valour full renown'd as he. 
With ſhrieks and groans we'll celebrate his funeral, 8 
| And blood of thouſands ſhall appeaſe his manes. 
Ye wrathful pow'rs ! that yon near-ruin'd walls 
Should brave us thus what are the pris'ners now ? 2 
Zing. Five ſcore at leaſt, and moſtly citizens. 
| Turg. A thought occurs, which cannot fail to bring 
| Theſe E iſlanders to quick * 
| . 


0 c * N E II. 


An apartment in [the caſtle. | 


To Mals rcnUi= enter sio nua. 


Mal. Where, where's my child ? 01 where is my 
EkRN RS THA? 
Haſt thou diſclos d my fatal ſentence to her? 
Doth ſhe yet live? did ſhe not call me cruel, 
| Unjuſt and moſt unnatural of fathers ? ? 
| Tell me, I pray, minutely tell me all. 
Sior, When I had led her to the holy altar, 
And hinted in the tendereſt phraſe her doom, 
| Silent at firſt, and motionleſs ſhe ſtood. 
| Which rather ſeem'd th' effect of deep ſurprize 
Than aught of terror; whence, at length recov ring, 
] Down 
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Down on her knees the lovely victim fell; 

When, for a while, in ardent pray'r remaining,” 
Atlength, with deep-fetch'd ſighs, her boſom hearing, 
She 1 and with a fixt and Bebe ., 


S.4 +> +4 


V ou may Feen "the conflict now. is over: 
“With innocence and ſtrengih divine confirm'd, 
„My father's ſpirit, and his laſt, beſt gift, 
& This ſteel” (which from within her robe ſhe drew) 
now have nought from tyranny to fears... 
Nor aught to wiſh but our lov'd country's freedom. 
Mal. May the almighty pow'r her foul confirm, 
And nerve her arm to execute my purpoſe ! * 
Should heaven's dread vengeance not be yet com 
plleated, 
And that ſhe periſh in the high attempt, 
Virgins and bards ſhall yearly at her tomb, 
In tuneful numbers ſing her deathleſs . 
And deck it with the flowrets of the ſpring. 


Enter Doxx AL. 


Mal. Vous looks do more : than ſprak—The city's 85 
ſtorm'd !— - 
Don. O ſpectacle of horror ! gracious ſovercign, 
Twelve of our citizens, who by hard fate, 
Were on the laſt aſſault made priſoners, 
Are now reſtor'd, mangled and maim d all Oer: 
With them this menace, that if our fair princeſs 
| Meets not the Dane forthwith at his pavilion, 
Above an hundred more, now in the camp, 
Like treatment ſhall receive; the bleeding victims. 
Much preſs to be admitted to your preſence, 


—ͤ—ũ—h—— V ̃ — — — . — 2 2 


VV 


Mal. Cones us the horrid ſight. E monſter ! 
monſter |. 
What could provoke him to this deed of horror? 
The time's not yet expir'd for her departure. 
Don. Tis rumour'd, that his firſt-born ſon lies ſlain 
At Newry' 8 n, and thus he ſr revenge. 


| [A cry is heard. 
Mal. Some Farther wor——Donn au, away and 
learn, | 65 [Exit Donnal. 


All-gracious heaven conduct me through this maze! 
If to be king, I muſt be more than mortal, 
Why'v was I form'd 0 weak? ? 


| Donna. re- enters. 


Quick, ſpeak it all 
Don. A Grand meſſage of the like import 


With that before receiv'd, and further threats. - 
Mal. [To Storms] You ſay her ſoul's reſoly'd ? ? 


8 I.is fix'd as fate. 
Mal. [To Donnal] Haſte then, and tell, our 
word ſhall be fulfilbd. [Exit Donnal. 


Each moment teems with ine unpractis d ſcene 
Of ſavage cruelty. Whether poſterity, 15 
Deems this a deed of glory or of horrour, 
| Yet, muſt each tongue confeſs, I am a man, 
By heav'n appointed to extreme of ſorrow. 


* hey 70 of 


SCENE 


e — mw _— 
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1 3 , * = 


8 © E N E . 
| The grove near the cali. 


n 4 


| Rate alone. 5 


7 


* Rel. Hom fearful is my ſlate ? op murenvin 
| brook, — 
Yea, ev'ry Tong that Mow, tre to pronounce 
The hideous er of traitor -Conicience 1 1 con. 
teen t 1368 
But what is ics 01 a 8 worm, 
That no ceſſation knows, but ſtill intrudes, 
Evin in the moment of propos d enjoyment, 
To diſappoint its bliſs : nor yet content, 
In bitter after-thoughts purſues -the ſoul, 
; — uy ee and its peel e dreadful. BY 
| He me 


- 


"Mons AN «appears. 


F near $0 


1I did © ere this capes the Breffnian Prince. Sh 
a [He obſerves Rel. 
Ha! wont phung'd i in thought! 1 like not this, 
Reli. Dreadful, diſtraGing ſtate Freie me, 
heav'n! 8 
Mor. Ifear, young prince, I. interuptybur privacy. 
. Wou'd we had ne er embark d in this foul 
buſineſs. 
Aer. This is ſome qualm of love. f Methought 
ber flights | 
Had quench'd the flame, and you had gain'd your 
freedom 5 


Reli. 
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Reli. So, for a while I thought, but was deceiv'd; 
The ſmother'd fire burſts forth with double rage. 
Mor. Go, read your ſentence in her ſcornful eyes. 
Away, fall proſtrate, tell her at her feet, 
Tell the proud tyrant of your ſuppliant heart, 
| Your fate depends upon a word, a look, 
And that, the more ſhe ſcorns, the more you'll dote. 
Reli. Tis not a time for ſuch unkind rebuke. 
The dread event that muſt for ever blaſt 
| The blooming glories which my youth hath won, 
| Riſe in reproachful colours to my view, 
And ſhame and horrours haunt my reftleſs thoughts. 
Mor. Then bear your wrongs, and kiſs th op- 
: preſſor's rod. | 
| Away—diſcloſe the whole; for mercy ſae ; 1 
And in a loathſome dungeon waſte life's remnant. 
But would you facrifice thoſe friends, whom we 
Have in this e 1 to join us? 
Reli. [He pauſes] “m fatisfy'd. 
8 Mor, Then, to the mickts Work. 
Delays are dangerous, when chance preſents 
Occaſion to our wiſh ; and oft, high deeds 
Are by the fire of expedition won, 
E Whilft llow-pac'd prudence, of ſucceſs ſtill donbting, 
bees the rich prize in triumph borne away. 
Reli. My troops are ready, and but wait my orders. 
Mor. I ſhall not fail you at the hour appointed. 
| | [4s he goes off ] His ſtate alarms me much, I dread 
4 Ur event. 


| [4 Reli goes off the contrary way the a meets him. 


Mal. Ha! prince, you fart does fight of me 
alarm you? 

1 is not uſual this. Why, 99 8 your poſt? 
F „„ = Reli. 
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Reli. 'Tis but ſome moments ſince I am re- 
turning. 

Mal. Vour eyes regard not me to whom you ſpeak 
But wand'ring ſeem and wild. Look on me, pray, 
Reli. ¶Aſide] I cannot round his venerable  Vilage, 

Or ſo my guilt-ſtruck fancy now conceives, 
A dazzling glory beams that damps my ſoul. 
Mal. You are pale you tremble—— 
Reli. | After a pauſe and ſome ſeemmng qgitatim] | 
have a malady, ¶ Laying his hand on his head, 
Which ſeizes me at times, and now I find 
[He turns from the king] What mean theſe lights that 
flaſh upon mine eyes! 
: Now—now m on the verge — earth, ſwallow me! 
[Goes haſtily of 
Mal. His mind feems much diſturb'd; ſome ſe 
cbret grief 
Preys on his noble ſoul; in worth and valour 
No N ſurpaſſes him. Tl have him follow'd. 


Donnart appears. 


J 


"Tis opportune met you the Ereffnian prince? 
Don. [ did, my liege, and much he ſeem d difor- 
1 der'd, 
Paſſing me by, and muttring to -hindſolf. 
Mal. Unhappy youth! {[Solemn mufick is heari] 
Whence theſe inſpiring ſounds ? 

Don. For the proceſſion to the holy altar 
With our devoted princeſs, and they wait 
Our ſovereign's preſence in the cypreſs arbour, 
A little diſtance hence. 
at -* Il am prepar'd. 
Mean while, it were moſt fit to ſeek the prince— 
1 dread this deſperation of his ſoul, 


[They go df 
SCENE 
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SCENE IV. 


An altar on Anlöller part of the ſame grove, and 
the crols advanced. 


MALSECHLIN 10 the Princeſs his daughter 
robed in hf hen] wit ſeveral attendant, Virgins. 


SIORNA, Mon AN, Priefts and Bards | in their pro- 
PE veltments. 


The bell wh as. they pak along, then flops, 


34416 iſt Bard ſlings. | 


BEING of unbounded might ! 5 
Fount of purity and light! 
Great and bopnteous, good and Jul: 
Foe to tyranny and luſt! 
Shield our princeks, grim pow. 

Save in chat tremendous r Es 

CHORUS. 


May th immortal pow'r PO 
To our pray'rs propitious prove! 
Hear the royal father fue, | 

Father of his people too! 

Lo! his great, his patriot ſoul. 
Offers one to fave the whole. 
See his tears! O! hear his ſighs! 
His only child's the lacrifice, | 


Q2 CHORUS. 
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0 H OR U S. 
May the immortal power above 


To our Pray'rs propitious . 


iſt Bard. . 


| Mark the pagan, ſayage Dane, 
Tyrant, ruthleſs, as obſcene ! 

Straight your hotteſt bolts apply, 
Sudden let your thunders fly ! 


Level at his baneful head, 


Wm | ear OW him, ſtrike him dead! . 


"CHORUS 


Strike lam, ſtrike him with the lightning) $ be, 
ol let this moment be his laſt! 


2d Bard. 


From the ſpoiler ſnatch the fair, 
Take her to your guardian care, f 
Spotleſs rather let the maid 
Shrouded in het tomb be laid 1 
Save from violence, from ſname! 
Take her life, or ſave her fame! 


%% HORN 


Save, all-bounteous heav'n, from ſhame : 
O! fave a virgin's ſpotleſs fame! 


 SroRNA advances. 


Stor, 101 of! the holy | image moves, 
It nods aſſent, our rites approves. 


At Ie bell tolls again, they all advance to tle 
altar, and tlie ſcene cloſes. 


SCENE 


he 


* 
< hated or td LS 9 9 0 * * * 25 e een bs eg Ek c 4 
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ö 
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rr 


GW 9 


err e 


e N 
A field near a wood, the camp and eity in view. 


NAL L ſtill in the fame habit, ad CARRIIL an Irin 
bard. 


Niall. Near yon dark wood, you are to. wait our 
troops, 
Now juſt at hand from Newry' 8 p u walls. 
Cormac my kinſman, in my name and ſtead, 
In armour clad, like that I chiefly wear, 
Is to conduct th' attack upon the camp, 
Which though of large extent, yet doubt I not, 
To meet him timely at the Dane's pavilion; 
My armour-bearer with all meet equipment 
Will wait him here, The means heav'r n hath ſug- 
geſted, : 
Each flatt'ring hope excites that with its ad, 
NIALL ſhall ſhield the idol of his heart. 
Car. May this dread night for ever make her yours! 
Mall. We ſhall, we muſt ſucceed: not love alone, 
But country, liberty, and fame unite, - 
To rouſe to Walen s deeds. My foul's all fire — 
Car. Immortal prince ! how will theſe high exploits 
To future times by ſacred bards be ſung? 
Theſe ſhall thy Carr. ſing on Ullad's lakes 
To the joint muſick of the ſilver ftring : 
That when our dear, our bleeding country lay 
Proſtrate and faint, yet ſtruggling with the hands 
Which would have fix'd the galling yoke upon her, 
Then, the brave NI ALL, as her guardian angel, 
Oppos'd his conqu'ring arm and ſtaid the ruin. 
Mall. But hark! I hear the tread of nimble feet, 
Horſes and men on * We muſt away. 


[7 hey go off, 
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% R N R N 
A platform before the caſtle of Tamor. 
'T 0 MALSECHLIN and SronnA enter Donxar, 


Mal. Welcome, brave chiefiain from the well- 

_ fought ramparts! | | 

All tongues, as wont, are laviſh in your praiſe. 
Don. Our fov'reign's ſafety is reward ſufficient. 


Enter Urrix. 


Oo. All-ruling pow'rs preſerve our gracious mo- 
narch ! 
Some dark conſpiracy i is urely brooding, 
If not for action ripe. 


Mal. 1 Conſpiracy L 
| Heav'n ! have we not ſufficient foes without ? 
Quickly relate,” | 

. Theres yet no certainty. 


What was conceiv'd, was from the unſhap'd ſpeeches 
Of a diſorder'd brain. 

Mal. We wiſh to hear. 
U. But now, as on the broad parade 1 ſtood, | 
A ſhout was heard, when ſtraight a mighty crowd 
Approach'd my ſtand; at head of them a youth, 
Whoſe garb and mien beſpoke a frantic mood 
I ſoon perceiv'd it was the gallant Reri, 
Wild as the tempeſt, as the tiger furious. 
Give me my fword, repeatedly he cry'd, 
(Of which it ſeems they had before difarr'd him, 
Having pierc'd ſev'ral, as he ruſh'd Gong: * 
1 cauſed him to be ſei d. 


Mal. What follow'd then? 
Ul. He rav'd, blaſphem'd, call'd holy Mok aw 
traitor. 
Then, would he ſtrangely gabble of our princeſs ; 
But ever and anon, cry'd out with vehemence, 
Beware the weſtern gate the Danes—the Danes! 
With ſuch like broken and disjointed phraſes. 
Mal. Tis what I fear d. When lat by chance I 
met him, 
He ſeem'd upon the verge of reaſon's ruin. 
Yet wild howe'er his phraſe, it claims attention. 
Where is he now ? 
%%% nr and ſtrictly watch'd. 


| Mal. Away, and bring the prelate Mor av hi- 


: mer... - { Officer goes off, 
| Some treaſon is at hand—His ſoul is fitted „ 
| Toev'ry enterprize of dark intent. 


Knew you before of this young prince 8 phrenfy : * 
[To Donna]. 


Don. Not aught of outrage, fave what now has 
happen'd. 
But ſome time paſt, a gloomy malencholy 
Hath prey'd upon his ſoul, obſerv'd by all, 
As all conceiv'd 'twas diſappointed love. 


Noc youth, ere this, more grac'd the court and field. 


Mal. And None a fairer ſemblance wore of virtue, 


Enter Officer and Guards with Mor AN. 


iv Is this fit treatment for the rank I bear ? 
Or for the facred function that I fill? 
There is a pow'r, before whoſe throne, even kings 
Shall tremble for ſuch daring ſacrilege. 


A TRAGEDY. 231 


Mal. 
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Mal. Who rules that throne, ſhuts traitors from 
his preſence, 


And your flagitious crimes ſhall meet due puniſhment, I d 
| Mor. Traitor—crimes—puniſhment—ha! this to W 
| me 9 [ Falls on his knees, 

Sulphur, and flames, and everlaſting torments Gc 
Purſue all thoſe, who dare with impious hands Ne 
Aſſail heav*n's ſacred, and appointed meſſenger! Me: 

Mal. To heav'n untrue, you can be true to none. | 
Away! for Breftney! s prince, his doleful ſtate . © 
May chance to wring the heart of this i impenitent. -: 
D. My liege, he is no more. Soon as he reach'd LN 
The priſon room, headlong againſt its wall = WL 
He ſprang, and ſmear d it with his blood and brains EN 


5 Enter Rr 4s AN, who falls on his knees to the King, 


Reg. O gracious king! behold a ſuppliant wretch, | : 
A vile accomplice in the blackeſt treaſon, 3 1 
By the inſidious Mok Ax firſt ſeduc d, 1 
As was th' unhappy, yet moſt virtuous prince, E 
Who, but for him, deſerv'd a better fate. A 
There is not time now to diſcloſe the whole; 
But for quick ſafety, let an added force, 

Sure friends, be poſted at the weſtern gate, 

Elſe, ere ſome moments paſs, all may be loſt. 
Mal. DoxN AL, away! ſce it be done: [He gore] 

Proceed. 

Reg. "Twas fix d, a choſen party of the Gs 

Eo Should at this gate be ſecretly admitted. 

I ſeek not to avert the puniſhment = 

My black offence deſerves ; yet to defer it 


A lite while, my prove the gen ral ſafety. 


* 
did not heap ſuch favours upon you. 
Was ever ſuch return? I70 Siorna. 
Sior. Prequent, my liege. 


Good offices from the unworthy mind 
Ne'er meet the fair return; but hatred oft 
The gen'rous deed purſues. 

Mal. . O ingratitude! 
| Offspring of pride thou monſter of the heart! 
| That adder-like, ſtill wound'ſt the foſt'ring boſom, 
| Nulling the ties of harmony and love. _ 
For thee, the rebel hoſt were baniſh'd heaven ; 
Not even the fount of patience and of mercy 
Could bear thee undiſturb'd ! 
Z Forget it, ſir. 
| The ſordid ſoul, inſatiable and thankleſs 
As the unfathom'd gulf, that ſwallows ſeas, 
Builds new demands « on ev'ry free compliance, 
And one rejected cancels thouſands granted. 
Heay'n's grace ſhines manifeſt in this diſcov 15 % 
And further mercy may be yet in ſtore. 

Mal. For Breffney's valiant prince I much am 

griev'd; ; 

His offer of eſpouſals with e our daughter, 
Though not receiv'd, (as her free maiden choice 
I n&*er would force) was open, fair and noble. 
But for this worm, who by our ſunſhine raisd, 
Firſt wing'd the air, but with the ray now vaniſhes, 
Qur cquntry calls for public juſtice on him: 
So, bear him to the ns 

Mor. OY Mercy! mercy! 


Scourge me, and rack r me! | plunge 1 me in all miſery 


That 
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Mal. Great is your guilt, but will not rank with 
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That nature can endure ; but ſpare a: life, 


Whoſe wretched remnant is not worth your venge. 


ance... He is taken off, 
Mal. Mean Fetch! his ſpirit daſtard is as 
treachèrous. 


To drag in infamy a oathed being 
Would to the noble mind all fears ſurpaſs. 
Sior. True virtue knows no fear but to tranſgrels 
Whilt terrours endleſs wait upon the guilty. 
Aal. Nor yet, was this the whole of his foul per- 
© 
His art had fo ſeduc'd my fale opinion, 
That to his charge I gave my darling daughter, 
Whom he, with wicked wiles eſſay'd to taint, | 
And from fair virtue's ſacred paths to win. 
1 Was this diſclos d before? 
r No, 'twas conceal'd, 
For rumour often blows into a flame 
The ſpark, which elſe midſt embers had expir'd; 


Or like a treach'rqus advocate betrays 


The very cauſe it ſeemeth to defend. 

But day declines, and the dread hour approaches 
Which muſt decide for all; and I would give 
This favour'd interval of fate to prayer. [They go of, 


ACT 
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. 
8 e EN R 
The camp before Tamar. 
| ALANOR and Finns. 


| Zing. 8 OM E dread cataſtrophe is ſure at hand! 
Beneath yon weſtern hill, this eve, the ſun 
Departing ſeem'd a crimſon'd globe of blood: 
Since when ill · boding owls have ceaſeleſs clamour'd, 
Hov'ring unuſually in flocks around us, 
With other ſounds and ſights of black preſage, 
Scaring the fenſe. 

e Nor are they here confin'd. 
Thoſe fierce and wond'rous conflicts in the heavens, 
Which by accounts are nightly ſeen in Denmark, 
Lead alſo into thoughts of fad portent; 

But from like cauſes like effects will flow, 

There need not prodigies to bring them on. 
Slaughter and death inceſſant grow familiar, 

And Denmark groans beneath a tyrant's yoke. 

Sets there a ſun, that is not ſtain'd with blood 

Of faithful ſubjects, or of captive foes? _ 
And on the vanquiſh'd, ſuch unheard-of tortures 
Are daily exercisd in wanton ſport, 

As outrages humanity, 

Lin, . Farbear! — 
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Tonxcrslus appears. 


Turg. Chieftains, you ſeem diſturb'd ; ere this 


'twas deem'd 
That Tamor's walls ſhould neer reproach us more, 
Why they yet ſtand, at hazard of your ſafeties, 


I charge you to diſcloſe. 


Zin. Dread ſovereign, 


The plann'd aſſault upon the weſtern gate” 


Was by ſome fatal accident diſcover'd, 


Or we have been betray'd ; and, of your troops, 
All thoſe who had been ſecretly admitted 
Within the walls by thoſe eſteem'd your friends, 


Were without mercy ſlaughter' d. 
n 5 'Traitors all! 


” Repair this loſs, or you, and you ſhall ſuffer, 
Let fire, and ſword, and deſolation looſe, 
Nor leave a trace of people, nor of city. 

For the next morning's ſun. Z 


Bok Osniek. 


0%. In haſte 1 come, 


With the glad tidings that lerne's princeſs, 
With fifteen other virgins her aſſociates, 


Are now upon their way to meet our ſovereign. 
Turg. Tranſporting | news | but ſpeak your cer- 
tainty. 
22 Theſe eyes beheld them ere! left the ſuburbs. 
Turg. Did you then note them well!? 
OE Well as! could. 


A ſilken veil conceal'd the face of each, 
And ſable mantles of a ſlender texture 


Hung from their ſnoulders even to their feet. 


| Vet 


3 So ee roy 


=) md 


— 
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vet one ſeem'd eminent above the reſt 

For air and grace, as midſt the train ſhe mov'd. 

Turg. Not her fam'd charms: that. laid Troy? g 
towers in aſhes, a7 

Nor thoſe that mark d the Cyprian queen fu preme, 

Equall'd the luſtre of this peerleſs princeſs, 

Who ſhall this night, my long-dured toils o __y 

The fifteen other virgins we will give 

Toour firſt valiant chiefs. | 

All. Health to our monarch! 

Turg. Be budoch the voice and ee brow of 
war, 

To welcome our fair viſitants. | mean while 

Fill up our goblets, fill them to the brim, | 

And let the heavens reſound your monarch's joy. 


-4T; 0 all go of: 
FFF 
The caſtle of Tamor. 881 


Enter Mal LSECHLIN with a letter i in bis hand, and 
Doxxar. 


Mal. Ha! Nr ALL in the city ? -in 8 ? 
Ist poſſible ?—within our palace too ?- 
We are betray'd. Can you unravel it 
I muſt be atisfy'd. „ 75 
Don. Muy liege, the ſtranger, 
Whom ] this morning ſeiz'd in peaſant's garb, 
And brought before you, was that royal exile, 
Mal. And did you know it then? 
Don. Not until after 
My ſov reign had conſign'd him to my charge. 


Mal. 
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As were the fix'd conditions of the parley— 


1, your father 
; But ſee oh ſee her mother frowns me dead. 


I thought you honeſt once, {To Donnal. 
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Mal. Then you've-conceal'd afoe, and all is loſt. 
Don. O! truſt me, fir, our monarch's royal houfe 
Knows not a ſurer friend than this young prince. 
Mal. It cannot be. Let him be :brought before us, 
Don. He left the city fome hours ſince to meet 


His late collected clans, now on their march 


From Newry!s walls, and each ſucceeding moment 
Teems with the flattering hopes of their arrival, 


To ſhield our princeſs, and to free our country. 


Mal. By heav n! ttis falſe —all, all are leagu'd 
_ againſt me. 


Throw wide our gates—call i in the bloody "OR 
 Haſte—ſend my daughter hither—what's the pauſe? 


Don. Exe this, ſhe's at the hoſtile camp, or near it, 


Mal. That nature ſnudders See ber back 


Had heav'n decreed, theſe aged eyes ſhould ſee her, 


Wand''ring in wretchedneſs from door to door, 


Her tender frame expos'd to each inclemency, 
And ſinking from the want of fuſtenance, 
I might have 11 — it, yes, I, I might. —But— 


Enter S10RNA. 


PILkill her—kill myfilf—Ha Look ye chere! — 


The luſtful monſter drags her to his ecuch, 
And liſt! Ohl ul her ſhrieks'!—yes, yes—'twas 1 


moſt unnatural father —— 


e fonks, 
Sior. Support him help! what's thisincreaſe of woe? 
Mal. It matters not my wits— but fate draus near. 


Dou. 


22 


L 


__ Don. When Iam _ 

When I deceive my prince, or truth conceal, 

May your difpleaſure, ev'ry bitter puniſhment, 

Here and hereafter wait on my tranſgreſſion! 

Mal. [To Siorna] O pneſt ! the — of old 
treach'rous NI ALL, 

Hath been a fecret ſpy within our walls, Wt; 

And hath eſcap'd. What pow'r can ſave us m⁹.]ͥVů 

Stor. Awhile ſuſpend this torrent of deſpant. 

Unſearchable, as wile, are all heav'n's ways, 

And on the verge of ruin, yet may ſave; 

But ſuffers not its creatures to arraign 

Its high decrees. Let pagans ſtill deſpair. 

No prince for fortitude ſtands more renown'd. 

Mal. Jam a man—a mortal man, no more, 

Have ev'ry feeling, weakneſs, imperfection, 

The deftin'd portion of our frail exiſtence, 


Enter an OryiceR abruptly. 


Mal. What from the camp ? 
Of: Even to their tents, dread ſovereign, 
I won a daring paſſage all expos'd, 

And fearleſs of a foe, they lie unfenc'd | 

By guards, or by entrenchment; all is mirth, 
Carouſal, ſhout, and riot, as in rumph 

Over a profirate people. 3 

Mal. Thanks, good heav'n ! 
Haſte, let us ſeize the glorious, great occaſion, 
Let's from the wreck collect ſome choſen ſpirits, 
Who with their king may, like the hunted pard, 
On their aſſailants turn—ope wide our gates, 
Ruſh down the hill of Tamor like a torrent ; 
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And now torn down, am near a ſecond childhood. 


Burſt 
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Burſt on their camp, and on theſe fell invaders 
Hurl deſtruction. 
Stor. Never, ye pow 151 0 never! 
May we ſuch hazard riſk for doubtful ſalety. 
What's valour gainſt ſuch odds? 1 
Mal. What elſe can fave? 
Is 1 there a * but —* 9 or death . 


4:4 I-44 > 


10 you's oi "ear 100 rx N roor 9 "YM 
But ſhould you fall, your country is no more. 
My heart grows light, my ſpirits mount apace; 
I ſpy fate gathering in black clouds around 
In treaſur'd vengeance ; Denmark, ere pri d 
Of her deſtruction, falls 55 
1 Nleav'n] grant my prayer. 
That this though old, once executing am 
May be the nfiranjent of your dread wrath | 
On theſe fell perſecutors of your ſaints, 
| Theſe bold profaners of your ſacred altars! 
[ burn for this encounter; let? S away [T ey go . 


8 K N E Ill. 6 
A Beds the Daniſh camp in view. 
N. ALL L with ſeveral Irin CuiEP r AINs, and ſoldiers 
at a ſmall diſtance. 
Niall. Thus far ben grants us earneſt of ſucceſs. 
Our caule is their's. But lo! what mean thoſe lights 
Which ſudden blaze fo nun! rous midſt their tents, 


: NOR _ vie with day ? 
Chief. 


Chief. Some feſtival, | 
Or pagan orgies, [Great ſhouts from the camp] and 
theſe ſhouts confirm it. 
The diſtance now *twixt us and them ſeems ſmall. 
Niall. Theſe lights will ſerve us much; „ whilſt i in 
the ſhade, 
We can unmark'd by them direct our aim. 
Grant me, ye pow'rs | this one, this laſt requeſt, 
That arm to arm, I may once more oppoſe 
This pagan hell-hound, plunderer of innocence ; 
Once more may meet him 1n the field of death, 


Reſcue my love, and ſave my gaſp ng country. 
[They 80 off. 


S CEN E VV. 
The Daniſh camp. 
Two of Nia Li- 8 Cninrralns. 


mf Chief. If i in purſuit, as ſwift as in the fight, 
| Theſe foreign plunderers could acquit themſelves, 
They would be dang'rous victors. Stop awhile ; 
| Our ſwords claim reſt, and Slaughter's ſelf is glutted. 
2d Chief. It is a bloody night, its radiant queen, 
Scar'd at the horrid carnage, veils her face. 
| 1ſt Chief. Where fights the prince? Soon as from 
| Newry's walls 

We reach'd the camp, and the aſſault began, 
| You to the right, I to the left was ſent, 

And in the center of this tented plain 

: We all were by appointment to have met, 

2d Chef. Fierce as the tyger, which ſharp hunger 


drives 
You. RS I R Amidſt 
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Amidſt the bleating flock, he hath beſtrew'd 

With ſlaughter'd carcaſes the groaning field, 

In his dread paſlage to the Dane's pavilion, 

The mark at which his ardent ſpirit aim'd. 

1 Chief. "Tis on a mount ſurrounded by a ditch; 
Yon muſt be it that lies upon our right. 

A noiſe of ſhrieks and groans, 
2d Chief. How W ghoſts that peal of groans 
beſpeaks 
As was the day, ſo ſhall the night be ours. | 
1ſt Chief. Haſte then, let's ſeek our prince, and | 
hail him conqu'ro . [Theygoof. 


R N J. 
The Daniſh camp. 


buon, zinc an and others. 


Zing. All is confuſion, and we are unarm'd. 

Alan. We met prepar'd for e not for 
laughter. . 
Zing. 1 bleed apace. 

A better is my fate. 

Thrice, the fair heroine her ſtroke repeated. 

feel it here ! — the damps of death are on me.— 

Doth our king live ? 

Zing. Erethis, he breathes 1 no more. 

. Haling the ſinking princeſs to the couch _ 

Within his tent, of her ſore cries regardleſs, 

She, with a poniard, which her robe conceal'd, 

Struck at his heart ; but ere it reach'd its aim, 

He canght! It with the trembung hand that rear dit; 

1 1 8 When 


* 
Py . 
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When Nt ALL, happ'ly at the inſtant ent'ring, 
Seiz d him, and wreſting the ſame weapon from him, 
In his fierce boſom plung'd it! thus exulting, 
« This for my father for my country this 
« And this, a nd this, and this for my EERNESTHA!” 1 
Then caſt him as a dog from the pavilion. 


Enter OsRICK. 


0 Fly, fly, wy 2 theſe Rana, ang d: to 


lions, 


Back d by young Ni ALL with a mighty hoſt, 
Sweep all before them with refiſtteſs fury. ¶ Loud Sous 
Then near approach, theſe loud huzzas proclaim. 

[ Exeunt. 


8 S R N R VL 
Another part of the camp. 


NI ALI. and ſeveral Iriſh CyitrTains and Soldiers 
met. 1 


Niall Or friends ? Or foes ? 


Chief, Friends all to the great Nats, 
For ſo the voice beipeaks, 
Niall. Haſte with me then, 


Haſte, ſoldiers! would you ſave our king, our all. 
But now, as I had fell'd the ruthleſs raviſher, 
And ſnatch'd my princeſs from the foul embrace, 
A rumour ſpread, that our old, glorious monarch 
Was by the foe ſurrounded near ſome fort. 


[They hurry of. 
R 2 SCENE 
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s c EN E VI. 


Another part of the camp. 


EERNESTHA in a ſable mantle, conducted by an Iriſh 


ChliErrAlx and a SOLDIER attendant. 


| Chi Yet may this rumour o his death be falſe. 
Zern. Oh! tis too true! I heard the fatal cry 


21 All round the tent, whence he was ſummon'd from me 


To fave my royal fire, that he was fall'n. 

: Shew, ſhew me where he lies 5 

Chief, 1 I know not where. 
Sold. 1 much miſtake, or on this riſing ground 


. I ſaw him fall; I know his armour well. 


Eern. Then, 6n this ſpot I will indulge deſpair, 


Arid give my ſorrows vent. O NAL! 2 Nrait! 
Art thou for ever fled ? and am ] left 


To mourn in fruitleſs tears thy loſs for ever? 
Oh agonizing thought! no more——no more, 
That form ſhall rife on my tranſported fight, 
Doubling the joy of morn— no more, that voice 
Sink on my ſoul, in accents that might charm 
The wrath of growling ſavages to concord— | 


I bluſh not now to breathe my ſoul's whole fondneſs. 
Without me; oft he vow'd, he could not live; 5 


For me, he vow'd; he'd loſe a thouſand lives, 
Sweet were the w and oh! for me he died! 

. [ Shouts at a diſtance. 
Chief Haſte to yon tent—the perils of this place 
Il ſuit your feng ſex. 


Fern, 


Ar 
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Fern. Talk not of peril, 
"Twas here he fell, and here let me remain, 
Till fate unites us in one common funeral. 


[She cafts herſelf __ the ground. 


Matazcuun and DoNNAL appear. 


A number of Iriſh Ca IEFTA INS, Officers, Soldiers, Kc. 
meet them with lights and loud huzzas. 


41 Long liveMA LSEECHLIN, monarch of our iſle! 
The bloody Dane lies lifeleſs on the field, 
Tamor is freed, and victory is yours. 

Mal. O! Dox NAL, what a wond'rous change e of 


fortune 
KRnow'ſt thou its cauſe? x 
Don. ITwas NtaLL wrought it all, 


As through the yew-tree grove the. princeſs paſs'd, 
At cloſe of evening, towards the Dane's pavilion, 
There, fifteen youths, all of undaunted ſpirit, - 
Apparell'd like the virgins her aſſociates, 
Met her, and in their ſtead in haſte proceeded, 
With ſceret weapons arm'd, to meet the raviſher, 
Mal. And then—her fate my ſoul is on the 
r 
Chief. She's quite entranc d; nor r hears, nor ſees | 
her father. 
Fern. O wedded of my ſoul ! my plighted | rd 
Stll am I thine, for ever, ever thine; 
The grave ſhall ſmooth our bridal bed, my Ni aLL! 
And we will ſleep a long, long night together. 
 [Malſechlin ohſerves the princeſs and her attend- 
ants, and moves towards them.] by 


Mal. 


But, was there time to tell thee all his virtues, 


Ruſh'd in to my deliverance ; what * 


And ſoon the froſt of grief will nip her flow'r. 
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Mal. Ha! what my child —ſay —ſay art thou 
unſully'd ? 
Eern. Oh! canſt thou pardon, that conceal'd from 
n 
I have, unduteous, long indulg'd, a paſſion, 
Vet chaſte as ſnow, for an hard-fortun'd youth, 
Who now lies deaf to all my fruitleſs ſorrow ? 


Thou could'ſt not blame me, at I loy rent | 


NI ALL. 
Mal. But of the Dane LE 
Em. O hel what colt: you 1 


Had ſure befall'n me in that hideous moment, 
Had not my guardian angel, firſt of heroes, 


This chief may tell — but Nt aLL is no more. 
Mal. Fame, burſt thy trump ! Henceforth, it will 
be uſeleſs. 
Knapt | is the ſpear, unftrung the bow of battle, 5 
And Erin's light for ever is extinguiſnd ! 
Gather, ye clouds! from every quarter haſte, 
And cover all our mourning years with darkneſs! 
Ve mountains, bow your proud, afpiring heads ! S 
Ye lofty ſpires ! now tumble to the dult ; 
Our boaling hath its period——Ha ! ſhe ſinks. 
[He takes her in his arms. 
Fern. 0 fir ! the! icy arms of death alone 
Can yield a ſure relief to your ExnnesTHA, 


It is at hand, thank heav'n | permit me, then, 
To crave your bleſſing, that your lateſt looks 


May fall upon me e with their wonted fondneſs, Tn 
Mal. H 
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Mal. Thou haſt it all. 
[Shouts at a diſtance, flouriſh of trumpets, and 
triumphant mnfick. | | 
Hark! hark !—— what ſhouts are theſe? 
[Near ſhouts and flouriſh of muſick. 
Don. Theſe are the clarions and the fifes of Ulſter. 
Mal, DonNnaL, look out. [He goes off. ] Great 
power of deſtiny! 
Arm us to all events. 


Down AL returns in ſurprize arid exultation. 


Don. | Tidings, my liege 
Tidings of j Joy and wonder !—'tis himſelf. 
He comes he comes——the great, the Con= 
—_ quiring Ni ALL, 

In all his | nt 


Vlouriſh——Enter Ni 4 ALL b attended, 


Rus 1 45 25 = © my y heart, 'tis bel 
Niall. My king my father Embrace. 
My love my EERNESTHA! Embrace. 


Mal. Twas rumour'd, that you ell amidit the 
tumult? 
Niall. Such was the error, but it was my Len, 
The valiant Cormac; who, this glorious night, 
| In armour clad like mine, led on my troops, 
Whilſt with a choſen band I watch'd my princeſs, 
By which we have achiev'd the mighty work. 
Mal. Would he had liv'd to ſhare the general 
triumph! 
But we will build up trophies to his name, 
High as his fam d exploits; — But of the foe ? 


N. iall 
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Niall. At leaſt two-thirds, if the report be true, 
Beſtrew the field : the reſt cannot eſcape. 
$ þ urning to Eerneſtha.] Ah! do not tremble lo, ; 
ſweet, gentle dove. 
What haſt thou now to fear? 2 
. „ mio ju wake d 
From death to life, from darkneſs into glory, 
My heart ſtill doubts the witneſs of mine eyes, 
And ſhrinks beneath its wifes, 1p of bleſſedneſs. . 


ner IP 4 


fle geld, 
1 What ſhall thy country give thee in return 
Fer all the amazing deeds thou haſt achiev'd?ꝰ 
"Nall. Naſt is the wiſh of my ambitious'ſoul ; 
Not leſs than this bright gem, which unacquir'd, 
Empire were joy leſs, nor could conquelt charm. 
Mal. Take take thy wiſh, and with her take 
ads freely 
That ſcepter which thy conqu ring arm hath ſavd. 
Worn down with years and toil, I wiſh for reſt. 
What Pleſſings have this night been pour'd upon us! 
Our daughter reſcu'd, and our country freed. 
To that Great Being then, our thanks be render'd! 
Buy whom, we hence may learn, how they are favour'd, 
Who dare for Freedom and e bleed. 
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THE 
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TRAGEDY: 


Et quando uberior vitiorum copia? quando 
Major avaritiæ patuit ſinus ? alea quando 
Hos animos ? neq; enim loculis comitantibus itur, 
Ad caſum tabulz, poſita fed luditur arci, 
„ | 1 Juv, Sar. I. 
Sure none in crimes could erſt beyond us go! 
None ſuch a luſt for ſordid avarice ſhow ! 
Was e'er the Die ſo worn in ages paſt ? 
Purſes, nay Cheſts, are now ſtak'd on a caſt, 


To THE 


COUNTESS OF CHARLEMONT, 


1 


LADY VISCOUNTESS SOUTHWELL, 
AND 
LADY LIFFOR D. 


S the example of Perſons of rank and 
quality, muſt ever have a powerful 3 
influence upon all others in ſociety, and as 
J know none among the many eminently 
virtuous characters of your ſex, (for which 
this kingdom is above all others diſtinguiſh- 
ed) with whom J have the honour of being 
acquainted, more conſpicuous than your 
Ladyſhips, for excellence of conduct in every 
female department in life, I, therefore, thus 
preſume in taking the liberty of preſenting 
the following DrRamartic Ess Ax to your 
patronage, and am, with the higheſt reſpect, 


Your LADYSHIPDS' 


Moſt obedient ſervant, &c. 
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2 


TO THE 


4 


HAVE always been of the ſame opinion with 
the Author of the Preface to the tranſlation of 
Bxumor's Greek Theatre; in which, ſpeaking of 
Tragedy, he hath expreſſed himſelf in the fol- 
lowing lines: © In England, the ſubject is fre- 
© quently too much exalted, and the Scenes are 
4 too often laid too high. We deal almoſt ſolely 
« in the fate of Kings and Princes, as if misfor- 
tunes were chiefly peculiar to the great. But 
% our Poets might conſider, that we feel not ſo 
* intenſely the forrows of higher powers, as we 
„ feel the miſeries of thoſe who are nearer upon 
_ & a level with ourſelves. The revolution and fall 
of empires affect us leſs, than the diſtreſſes of a 
„ private family. Homer himſelf had wandered 
“ like ULyssts, and although by the force of 
e imagination he ſo nobly deſeribed the din of bat- 
E tle, and the echoing conteſts of fiery princes, 
yet his heart ſtill ſenſibly felt the indigence of 
„the wandering ITHACAN, and the contemptuous 
e treatment ſhewn to the beggar, whoſe ſoul and 
genius deſerved a better fate,” 


Ln) 


alle P R-E-P-AC< 


This having confirmed me in my opinion, I ſet 
about the following dramatic attempt upon that 


| horrid vice of Gaming, of all others the moſt per- 


nicious to ſociety, and growing every day more 


and more predominant amongſt all ranks of people, 
ſo that even the examples of a Prince, and Princeſs, 


- pious, virtuous, and every way excellent, as ever a 


people were bleſſed with, contrary to the well- 
0 known axiom, _ 


Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbis, 


have had but ſmall effect. 


I finiſhed it, part in proſe, and part in blank 
verſe, in about ſix weeks, and having ſhewn it to 
ſeveral of my literary acquaintance, the far greater 

part were of opinion, that it ſnould be entirely one, 

or the other; but, as the ſcene was laid in private 
life, and chiefly among thoſe of middling rank, it 


ought tobe entirely proſe; and that, not much ex- 
alted; and accordingly, with no ſmall labour, I 


turned it all into proſe. But in ſome ſhort time 


after, having communicated this to Dr. SAMUEL. 
 __ JoaNs0N, his words (as well as I remember) were, 


„ That he could hardly conſider a proſe Tragedy 
as dramatic; that it was difficult for the Per- 


6 formers to ſpeak it; that let it be either ; in the 


© middling or in low life, it may, though in metre 
and ſpirited, be properly familiar and colloquial; 
# that, many in the middling rank are not without 


«« erudition ; 


n A-O FE ecly 


_ © erudition ; that they have the feelings and ſenſa- 
“tions of nature, and every emotion in conſe- 
% quence thereof, as well as the great, and that 
„ even the loweſt, when impaſſioned, raiſe their 
language; that the writing of proſe is generally 
the plea and excuſe of poverty of Genius.” 
And ſome others being of the ſame opinion, I have 
now e it all into metre. n 


Fired is the Muſe and let the Muſe be fired, 
Who s not inflam'd, vie what he ſpeaks he 3 3 
* OUNG, 


The introduction by the moderns of confidents, 
thoſe friends in Tragedy, to whom the chief per- 
ſonages diſcover their ſecrets and ſituation, has been 
alſo objected to by critics. The diſcovery 1s indeed 
purpoſely made to the audience, and ſupplies the 
want of a chorus. But to ſpeak in Monſieur Bx u- 
Mov's own ſtile: “ If Homes, in his Epic poem, 
found a Pa r Roc us neceſlary to his AcHILLEs, 
% and VIR IL an ACHATES to EN EAS, ſuch ex- 
« amples may well juſtify the Dramatic Poets in 
calling in the aſſiſtance of aſſociates, who gene- 
e rally appear of more uſe than ornament to the 
piece.“ Beſides, were it not for them, long and 
diſguſting ſoliloquies muſt be innumerable, eſpeci- 
ally if there be any plot in the piece of either love, 
ambition, or conſpiracy. In ſhort, as he again ſays, 
they are the mortar which forms the proper ce- 
& ment to fix the corner ſtones of the building.” 


But 


eclyi PREFACE 


But ! declare, that the avoiding on the one hand, 
a a ſtyle too high, as on the other, too mean and vul- 
gar for the ſubject, or the perſons concerned therein, 


” has been a taſk far more difficult to me than any of 


me beſt formed lines in either of my other Trage- 
dies, fo that I tremble at the thought of the recep- 


| Lon this may meet with; and had it not been on 


account of the moral it inculcates, and the ſolicita- 


| tion of ſome of my friends, I never ſhould have 


- . it. 
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b R O L O G VE 
By Ms. R I. E WI 8 


AUTHOR * THE CEN DLO PHILOSOPHER, &c, &c. 


HE Muſe prolific of a Vetran Bard 
Again brings forth ;—but yet with — 
Nor is it ſtrange, that ſuch a Muſe feels pain, 
When her child ſtarts, like PA l. L As, from the brain, 
Arm'd at all points; when bold, ſhe dares engage, 
With Truth's bright arms, the monſters of the age; 
When with juſt aim ſhe points keen Satire's dart, 

And ſtabs the foul fiend GaminG to the heart. 

Yet has our Bard, to ſimple Nature true, 
Not brought up ſcenes of grandeur to your view); 
Not ſought by magic arts to ſtrike your eyes, 
Nor made the gods deſcend, 'or fiends ariſe : 
His plan is humble, and his fable plain, _ 
The town his ſcene, and artleſs is his ſtrain: 
Yet in that ſtrain ſome lambent ſparks ſtill glow 
Of that bright flame which ſhew'd ALmtvp a's woe, 
Which far-fam'd T a mor's Siege fo well Gays, 
To fire each hero, and to charm each maid. . 

Attend, ye Fair and Brave Our daring Bard 
Hopes in your ſmiles to meet his belt reward. 
And you, ye Critics! if to cenſure bent, 
Think on this fact, and ſcorn the harſh intent; 
Our Bard would fain diſcordant things unite, 

As hard to reconcile as day and night : 
He ftrives within chaſte Hymen's bands to draw | 
The tuneful maids and ſages of the law); 
Or, what's alike—nor think he means a joke— 
MzLPoMENE to wed with old judge Coke. 
Yet ſtill, if you'll not let his faults paſs free, 
The Grecian rev'rence pay to ſixty- three. 


va 8 5 PERSONS 


PERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 
AN DREW 5 merchant and banker. 

Wilson, 2 5 

5 | merchants, his — : 
Goopwin, 1 75 N 5 

Lord BzLMouR; an Engliſh peer: 

Lord WzsToN, nephew to lord BELMo R. 
JEFFERSON, firſt clerk and caſhier to Mr. AN DRES. 
: THOMAs, ſteward to Mrs ANDREWS: 


WOMEN. 


Mrs. Avvpanws. 


Lady BeLmovr. 


| ConsTANTIA, daughter to Mr. ANDALWS, by x 
former wife. we” 


| Lucia, her kinſwoman. Wy 


Manta, waiting-woman to Mrs. ANDREWS, and wife | 


IN to THOMAS: 


| Attendants nd other ſervants, bailiffs, &e. 


SCENE. L o N D O N. 


THE. 


FEMALE GAMESTER. 
** : 


8 R N R 1 
Mr. Awo REws's houſe. 25 
Enter Marta and Tron AS. 


0 T 1 theſe moping, cds} looks 2 
Each eye obſerves and marks them now 
unſeemly, 
Whilſt every countenance but your 8 ſpeaks j joy, . 
At the near wedding of our maſter's daughter. 
Sure none ſo well deſerv'd this noble prize: 
And young lord Wes rox will be bleſs'd indeed. | 
T hom. It has been countermanded, = 
Mar. What again! 1 
This is the cen time. What can this mean? 
Then, his unuſual abſence, now a month, 
Nor any cauſe aſſign'd. 
8 Thom. 


Mar. 
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hom. Some accident. 
I know a truer fame was ne'er profeſs'd : 

A fondneſs which commenced in his apprenticeſhip, 
Here in this houſe, then but the late lord's nephew, 
Nor next in heirſhip to eſtate or title. 

M. And ſure all muſt, approve his . 
choice! 
In charms and virtues there are none ſurpaſs her. 
Thom. Heav'n grant my fears are tage but, 
Wr, 
| To think on what of late I daily ſee, 
Afflicts my ſoul. 
Mar. What ist your fears ſuggeſt J 
_ Thom. A waſted fortune and a ſinking credit, 
With the near ruin of this worthy family; 
The thought materially concerns us both. _ 
Mar. But, why again, ſhould we diſtreſs ourſelves 
| For that we cannot help? 
FW Ungenerous thought ! [- 
Duty and love and. gratitude demand it. 
Twas here we met each other; here we wedded, 
And ever have receiv'd the kindeſt treatment. 
But what diſturbs me moſt I have been privy 
To matters which I ſhould not have conceal'd 
From our good friend her father. . ---- 
© Mar... 55 Think, not of it. 
It is not e to ſave them now. 85 
Thom. Would in his ſecond marriage he had met 
With one more ſuited to his years and rank! 
Mar. But are not all things for the better alter'd ? 
5 Our houſe filbd often with the beſt of company? 
Thom. The beſt ſaid'ſt thou? O! no, the worſt of all, 
A ſhameleſs crew of faſhionable pillagers ; 
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8o that this bank houſe, by their nightly riot, 
Might rather ſeem a rake-frecuented: taverr 
And ruin is their ſport. Is not each n 8 T 
A worn-out victim to thoſe midnight revek, gnotlI 
Without a ſabbath's reſt? (For in theſe times," 
All ſanctity is ſcoff d at by the great, Dy 
And heaven's juſt wrath defy'd.) An 1 maſter, 
Scarcely a month beyond his fiftieth year, > 
(Heart-rent with trouble at theſe ſad proceedings.) 
Wears to the eye a viſage of fourſcore : #7 4. 10% 
Nor to be wondered at. : 
Mar. You dream too CRE 
Thom, O! it is ;ſeen by all. Oft through his groves, 
With folded arms and downcalt looks he ſaunters, 
Ev'n 'midſt the dank inclemency of night. 
Mar. Vou're too ſevere, too ſcrupulous; why, man, 
My miſtreſs is a perfect faint, compar d 
With ſome of thoſe I formerly have ſervd. 
Thom. Her conduct has of late been foully cenſur'd. 
But I've diſclos'd the whole to our kind neighbours = 
W1iLtsoN and Goopwix, his moſt faithful friends— 
Mar. For which ten thouſand bliſters ſcald your 


tongue „„ [Ah de. 
Thom. Who are reſoly'd {the taſk howe'er un- 
grateful) 


Quickly to lay his deſp'rate ſtate before him. 
Mar. But pray, why ſhould'not we as well as on, 

| Avail ourſelves of ſomething, whilſt all's going? 
Tam. Think ſt thou to tempt me by : a thought ſo. 

. 

No; I defy ev'n Envy“ 8 cankering tongue 

To brand me with the name of faithleſs ſteward; 

Still ſteady to my truſt, nor love, nor fear, 


Shall 


On their retreat, that group of reſtleſs rioters, 
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Shall reaſon from my ſoul, its inbred honeſty. 
What then would be the tranſport of the thought, 
That I, from wreck had fav'd this ſhatter'd bark, 

: Though poverty and want were my reward! 

Mar. I ſee you are as obſtinate as uſual, 

And ſtill perlt in your old-faſhion'd ravings. a 

Does not experience daily prove that wealth 

Alone gives honour; poverty diſgrace? 

| Thom. All this concerns this tranſient world alone; 

Nor is it worth a ſingle moment's thought. 

A ſlender pittance, earn 'd by honeſt e 

Surpaſſes mines of wealth acquir'd by fraud. 

Mar. It cannot ſure be wrong to make repriſals 
Hath ſhe not got in loan from us our earnings 
; From time to time, nor heeds our preſſing calls? 
| Thom. Ay, as ſhe waſtes the honeſt tradeſman s dues, 

Which from her huſband ſhe receives to pay. 

But would her erime be an excuſe for ours? 

Were that the rule, twould be a deſp'rate world. 

Mar. Tis not a wonder he ſhould be diſtreſsd. 
Six months are ſcarcely paſt ſince one caſhier, 

In whom you know he plac'd the higheſt confidence, 

Abſconded with ſome thouſands. 

N how. . 1 So tis faid, 

[Bell rings, 

But time will quickly ſhey the truth of all, 

Mar. Heard you the bell? 'tis he, juſt come to town. 
Thom, And well he came fo late, or he had met 


Who day and men purſue this miſled woman. 

ka [Bell ring again. 
Iti is the bell again. I am refolv'd d 
Jo ſpeak my fears, receive them as he may. 


Mar, 


Doubtleſs ſhe's daily plunging i into ruin 


A true, he was deficient much when he depart- 
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Mar. Prithee, forbear till you revolye it further. 
[He goes off: 


The poor infatuated man her huſband, 
Whom fondneſs hath made blind to her miſconduct. 


But I muſt hear what paſſes at this meeting; 
Wherefore, I! to the cloſet next the chamber, 


Where uſually they meet for private conference. Z 
710P Foes of: 


1 N R IL 
Another room in Mr. AupRE W«S's houſe. 
Mr. ANDREWS and THoM AS. 


Audr. What ſtrange diſorder runs thro! all this 
houſe! | 
It ſeems more like a place of digt revelling, 
Than habitation of a ſober family, 
And every ſervant in it looks a er 


| [A ſervant delivers Mr. Aub REWS a letter, which he 


reads; ſervant retires.] 


This from your late unfortunate caſhier, ſerves 
* to inform you that he never wrong'd. you; tis 


ed, yet, by that Power to whom all thoughts 
* lie open! he knows not how it happened; 


but, if the preſent rumours are not falſe, your 


« create foe 1s neareſt to your heart,” ” 


Such 
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Such ſecret notices of late are frequent. 
When was this letter brought ? 


Thom, _ '"2D'wag left laſt night. 
Andr. Is my wife up? 
Ji. She's not long gone to reſt. 
Andr. Too much her — courſe. Unthink- 
5 ing woman! 
Thus ſhe precipitates our common ruin. [Afide. 5 


Did not you tell me that my neighbour WI LSON 
Had been enquiring for me here to-day ? 


Jm. He was three times, and now I hear bis 
"— 
Audi. Tis opportune return when he departs. 
L Thomas gies 7 


Enter Wirsox. 


Welcome! thrice welcome! tie beſt of friends. 
Mil. I hope 'twill ſpeedily be in my power, 


As 'tis my wiſh fincere, to give you Joy 
On the moſt happy marriage of your daughter. 


Andr. A thouſand thanks! Was to have been to- 
morrow, 


But is poſtponed a while. | 


8 | There is no prize, 


_ Wealthy, or noble, which ſhe doth not merit. 


Andr. Again I thank wy n+ but tell me 
Wee, 


; We meet not now as we were wont J time Was 
When ſcarce a ſingle day knew us aſunder ; 
Of late we're ſo for weeks. 


il. ; „ lies the 1 IJ 


You then were us'd to Join your happy friends, 
195 In all their harmony and mirthful innocence ; 


But 
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But you and yours have quite eſtrang'd yourſelves, 
Scorning to mingle j in our humble circles. 
Andr. And js this mode of life to us peculiar ? 
The tide of faſhion, in theſe days of "ot, . 
Sweeps all before it that its torrent meets. 
Vail. To our eternal ſhame }---All ſenſe is fled, 
And ev'ry ſocial pleaſure with their virtues, 
Nor boaſt we more that wholeſome plain coe y 5 
Which made our anceſtors ſo juſtly fam'd 
For honeſty, and every gen'rous deed; 
But in its ſtead a ſplendid, waſteful vanity 
(Regardleſs of the toiler's hard-earn'd claims,) 
Pervades each rank, and all diſtinction levels: 
Too ſure fore-runners of the loſs of freedom. 
Andr. Your picture is as juſt as it is gloomy; 
But you can firmly ſtem th' infection's tide, 
And 'ſcape the cenſure we ſo juſtly merit. 
Yet you'd not blame your friend, if you knew all. 
[He walks to and fro, 
Wil. 1 cannot longer juſtify myſelf, 
To be a mute ſpectator of ſuch ruin, 3 
As hourly threatens this reſpected family. [ Aſide. 
To flatter, or conceal would ill become 
That friendſhip you have ſaid you ſo eſteem. 
My heart is open then, and can't acquit you. 
You've loſt that fortitude you once poſſeſs d. 
Andr. O Wilsox! I confeſs your charge is Juſt. 
The truth is, I'm no longer maſter here, f 
Nor of my family, nor of myſelf; 
And yet you may remember, no man livd 
More happily than I with my firſt wife. 
Wil. She had all the virtues that adorn her 7. 
And 
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Andr. And was withal of ſuch a gentle nature, 
That I could ne'er conceive that ev'n in thought, 

She would impede or contradict my wiſh. 

Mail. The loſs was Wu. Tis. now about ten 
years ? 
Andr. Not more: you alſo know, that ſhortly after, 

(Full ſhort indeed ) I wedded with the preſent. 
Mil. Not with the approbation of your friends. 

Our women even then were greatly alter'd, 

Their manners as their education different. 
Their beauties too, are as their hearts deceitful, 
While art ſupplies the ſpoil of their exceſſes. 
I'm happy in the thoughts of being ſingle. 
Andr. Condemn not all for ſome ; and Prize their 7 
VE 
By them we are refin'd; by them Mr 
For them, we ev'ry toil and danger court, 
That lead to glory and make fame immortal. 
Truſt me, my friend, there's no terreſtrial bleſſing 
Equals the union of two ſouls in virtue. 
g I 11. Your wife was then but young ? 
e About ſixteen, 
And I in years ſuperiour to her father. 
Vet ſhe appear'd of ſuch congenial manners 
With my firſt wife, whoſe intimate ſhe was, 
It led me to this early ſecond marriage. 
And ev'n long after, ſuch was her behaviour, 
That I inſenſibly forgot my loſs; 
For tho' by birth and family allied;::-. 

To ſeveral of the firſt in rank and fortune, 
Vet did not that the leaſt affect her conduct, 
Which ſhe ſtill ſuited to our humbler ſtation ; 

L A tender parent and a loving wife. 5 
e 3 il. 


” X — — cat. — — 
——ů ꝑꝙ — — —. — ds — - 


5 1 M T RAGE D Y. £67 


Wil. And ſuch might have remain'd, had ſhe not 
quit 
The innocent ſociety of thoſe, 
Who beſt were ſuited to her ſtate in life, 
Andr. Ol 'tis moſt true; and I have often thought 
My happineſs too great far long continuance. 
The tall, fatigue and numerous diſappointments, 
(The ſure attendants on a life of buſineſs) 
Were ſooth'd and ſweeten'd by the fond endearments, 
With which ſhe met me in the hours of leiſure. 
Oft hath ſhe vow'd, that ſhe deſpis'd the profit, 
| How great ſoe' er, that ſunder'd us at times. 
But all the halcyon days I once enjoy'd, 
Do but conſpire to aggravate the miſery, 
Which now quite weighs me down. 
Wil. Nor is it ſtrange. 
Your houſe | is grown a nuiſance to its neighbours, 
Where twice in every week, if not more frequent, 
A motley crowd at midnight hour aſſembles; 
Whoſe ruffian-like attendants in the ſtreet, 
Alarm the peaceful, and diſturb their quiet: 
And. I know, I feel it all. 
Wil. Its inſide too 
Is not leſs riotous; where this ſame medly Is 
Waſte the whole night, deſtroying health and fortune, 
Of ev'ry ſocial duty quite regardleſs. 
Andr. They've been unſeen by me. My health 8 
weak ſtate 
Will not admit my ſleeping 1 in the city; . 
Whence alſo, I am often whole days abſent; 
As my neglected finances diſcloſe. 
Have you at any time beheld theſe ſcenes? 


Wil. Once, on the invitation of ue ſpouſe. 
Aud. 
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And. Relate them, if not irkſome. 
* 4 | At your inftance. 


Then, the firſt object midſt this wild aſſembly, 
(For ſuch the night's proceedings fully prov'd it) 


That urg'd my wonder, was the heavy purſes 


Which were diſplay'd there, even by the women, 
Without remorſe or ſhame. 


Andr. Ay, there Proceed. 
Wil. Aſter the _ had been near three _w_ 
waſted, 


i Full half the meeting more like ſpeares ſeemd 


Than of this world. The clamour then grew great; 


Whilſt ev'ry torturing paſſion of the ſoul 
Slar'd in the ghaſtly viſages of ſeveral. 


Some grinn'd in rage, ſome tore their hair, whilſt 


_ others, 


Upon their knees, with hands and eyes uplifted, 
In curſes dar'd aſſail all-ruling Providence 
Under the varied names of Fate and Fortune. 


Nor is there one in the black liſt of crimes, 


Which theſe infernals ſeem'd not prompt to perpetrate, 
Whilſt on a caſt their trembling fortunes hung. 


Andr. O Wi1LsoN ! every paſſion, every power 


of the great human ſoul are by this vice, 
This fatal vice of all, quite, quite abſorb'd, 
Save thoſe which its fell purpoſes excite ! 


Oh! that moſt vile ſeducer lady BELMOUR! 


Wer't not for her, my wife had been a ſtranger 
To all thoſe evils; I to all my miſery. 


Mil. But have our ſex ſurrender'd their prerogative; 


Or have I liv'd to lee the world revers d! - 
You are a man— 


And. 
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Anar. I know not what I am. 
Alas! my friend is ſtranger to theſe matters! 
When once a woman deviates from diſcretion, . 
Setting her heart on every vain purſuit, | 
No huſband then reſts maſter of his fate. 
Fond love no limit knows to its ſubmiſſion, 
Not more than beauty to its thirſt for empire, 
Whoſe tears are not leſs pow'rful than its ſmiles, 
Nay, ev'n diſlike, gainſt reaſon, oft muſt yield, 
Whilſt the mind's quiet is an object priz d; 
So is the ſex from its ſweet purpoſe chang'd ! — 

Wil. Vour ſtate then ſeems quite hopeleſs of relief * 

Andr. O] could I wean her from this one ſad vice! 
Wipe out this only ſpeck in her rich volume! 
Then, all my woes ſhould ceaſe; then, would I write, 
In truth's fair characters, her matchleſs worth, 
Nor bluſh to boaſt the fondneſs of my heart. 
Nil. Your love admits ſome doubt. 

Andr. My love of her 

Wil. Ev'n lo. 
Do you not tamely ſee her, ev ry day, 
Deſtroying —_ her precious health ? 
But what is more——1 ſhall proceed too far. 

Andr. Go on, I am prepar d. 


Wil. Her reputation 
Andr. Her reputation! 

Wil. — have ſaid it. 
—_ ws Heav'n ! 


Hil. It has not '[cap'd the buſy tongue of cenſure, 
Vet let appearances be what they may, 
I think ſhe's innocent. 
Andr. . What, innocent ! 
Againſt appearances !---1mpoſſible. 
All ſenſe diſclaims the thought; theſe neglected, 
Nees 
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Neglect of virtue is the ſure attendant, _ 
And ev'n the firmeſt may be then ſeduced ;— 
*Tis as the noon-day plain,—Who? who's the villain ? 


The murderer of my peace? By heav'n ! he dies. 


Wil. Madneſs indeed! all may be mere ſurmiſe; 


Wherefore, at preſent it will be moſt ems 
To huſh the fad ideas of ſuſpicion. | 


A little time muſt prove its truth, or falſchood ; 
Beſides, the perſon charg'd is of high rank. 5 
Andr. Ol there's no rank can — ſuch outrage 


Lord BELMOUR! fay— : 


e why that abene? 
Andr. They nearly are a-kin—and yet of late 


His viſits have been rather more than uſual. 
But have you any proof for this your hint? 
Wil. It is the current rumour of the ao, 
Elſe I ſhould ne'er have dar'd to wound your ear; 
But friendſhip urges the unpleaſing taſk— 
| You tell me, you ſleep moſtly in the country? 


Andr. What then? he may, ev 'n when r in 


town, 


Paſs nights with her, and all unknown to me. 


Mil. Lou puzale me. 
A eaſily 8 


For ſome time paſt we've ſlept in ſeparate chambers. 
For when ſhe had exchang'd her harmleſs life 
For the deſtructive courſe the now purſues, 

Her hours became © late and fo uncertain,. 
f My reſt was quite diſturb'd. FP 


Wil. Unhappy ſtate! 


: Have you diſcours'd her calmly on theſe matters? 
Few of her (ex poſſeſs ſuperiour talents. 


Andr. Her W 1s ſo chang d, ſo ſour'd of late, 
Which 
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Which with her ſad miſconduct ſtill inereaſes; 

And ſhe ſo prides herſelf on her alliances, 

And the careſſes of her vain aſſociates, 

That neither I, nor her neglected children, 

Dare ev'n attempt the leaſt diſcourſe with her. 

Did . know all, twould rend your tender heart. 

[He pauſes a while, then Walks about much 

difturbed.) 

wil. He has abundance more to hear of yet; 

Two bills this very day, went off unpaid, 

A ſtroke too fatal, &er to be recover'd. [Afide. 
Affliction is heav'n's trial of our patience, == 
As of its love ſure proof; and oft' our benefit. 

Andr. Can you continue friend to ſuch loft fortune? 
Wil. How it would grieve me could you even 
doubt it! 
The ſureſt teſt of friendſhip i is affliction, 
Tis then, the faithful heart diſplays itſelf, 
Whilſt vain profeſſors vaniſh in the gloom. 
Andr, Tell me—Oh tell me! what would you 
adviſe ? 
Wil. Againſt we meet on the Exchange to-day, 
I will revolve it well. 
Andr. Reward your ee heav o [Wilſon Ruf 


Re enter ＋ HOM A 8. 


Andr. Oh what a fatal change in my affairs 
Have you obſerv'd it, Tuo as, yet been ſilent? 
Thom. Talmoſt wiſh I knew not how to anſwer : 
But ſince it is his will I muſt obey. - [Alide. 
Dare then your faithful ſervant ſpeak ſome truths, 
With which his neat 8 nee 

a What prevents you ? 
: Thom, 


7 * — 4 — + 9 —— 
— = rer Wr X \ n : 
— —— De "es — — _ n 


272 THE FEMALE GAMESTER. 


Thom, I dare not—yet—[afide] ſuppoſe twere of 
a wife, 


So low'd, ſo doted on: 12 


Andr. 5 P Prithee, proceed. 
' Thom. Then know, laſt night, that as I lay awake, 


1 And hearing near the compting-houſe a noiſe, 
I roſe, and in the dark mov'd ſoftly towards it; 
When ! (unſeen by her) beheld her paſſing 
Quickly from thence, and in her hands a light, 
; And key, with which ſhe op'd the iron cheſt. 


Andr. [After ſome pauſe] Good heav'n ! that ſhe 
could injure me ſo deeply 


My credit but I cannot bear to RET her 1 


Means have been us'd to ſtop all further miſchief, 
On ſome ſuſpicions of mine own before. 


So for the preſent, mult appear to doubt it. | [ Af _ 
7 Thomas] For this, Lowe you my moſt grateful | 


thanks. 


Pve ever found you faithful to my intereſt ; 
Vet, as your zeal may have alarm'd your fears, 
Speak not of this, until I weigh it further, 
Not even to your wife. 


Thom. I ſhall obey. 


I ne'er knew one in ev'ry thought more pure 


Than ſhe was once—and now to be ſo chang' d 
I will not ſee her more—and yet—O heav'n — 
5 'Tis demonſtration only can convince me. 


Ah! lovely woman, didſt thou ne er r deſign 


But in thy proper ſphere alone to ſhine, 
Uſing with modeſty each winning art, 


To fix, as well as captivate the heart, 


Love's pureſt flame might gild the mantial days, 
And Hymen's altars then for ever blaze. 


Re. 


Cee goes * 
Andr. What an unhappy m man !—lt is impoſſible— 


A U T 1 
s CENE 1 
An apartment in Mr. AxpREws's houſe. 


Mrs. ANDREWS and MARIA. 


Mrs. 9 M quite amaz'd at what you have r. re- 


lated. 


| [She walks to and fro much agitated. 


Mar. I muſt not now diſcover, how her huſband 
Receiv'd the tidings of a ſecret key : 


She would not reſt, until reveng'd of mine. ¶ Aſide. 
Mrs. Andr. Can you now. help me? Iam much 


dilſtreſs'd. 
Mar. You know I am devoted to your Serie 
Mrs. Andr. So 1 have ever r thought. Hay n! 
what a ſtatel 
Compell'd to ſooth ev'n thoſe my ſoul abliors, [46 4e. 
Mar. Madam, I'm 88 to ſee your: ſpits 
fiken 

But hear me, and I think 1 can bee 
A ſcheme by which it may be fo contriv'd, 
As to retort this charge on your fair character, 
Cruel as falſe, reſpecting the lord BR LM OUR, 
On your baſe neighbour W1LsoN, the inventer, 
With honour to yourſelf. : 
Mrs. Andr. What, and he innocent? 
Mar, Hath he not wrong' d you ?— 
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Labour'd to blaſt your ſpotleſs fame for ever, 
Whilſt you are innocent? 


Mrs. And... Vet much to blame. [4jidr: 
Mar. Wherefore, your honour calls aloud for 
vengeance. 


Mrs. Andr. True; kin harſh, cruel, Ons, 


infor mation 


Hath to my poor mind's peace been moſt 1 injurious, 


Mar. It is the only means I can deviſe, 


At once to wipe away this foul aſperfion, 
And all the other miſchiefs that may follow. 


Mrs. Andr. But how, I pray none bear more 
fair repute. 
2 Yet vers'd in gallantry. 
. have . 


Mar. That anſwers well; ſuppoſe then, in — f 
' You mention earneſtly, his having made 
Some overtures injurious to your hononr, 


And ſhould he perſevere, that you'll diſcloſe 


This breach of truth and friendſhip to your huſband ? 


Then, let this letter, as it were by chance, 


Fall in my maſter's way,—Confider this. 


Mrs. ddr, [Paufes) A moſt | mgenious thought !— 


but to purſue it [ Pauſes again. 1 
Shall I at ſuch dark villainy connive }|— 


Are there no means to ſcape the tongue of calurany, 


But by imbibing her infectious breath, 


And blaſting innocence with fland'rous Falſchood 3 3 


Chang d how ſoe er I be, yet my ſoul ſhudders 
Ev'n at the thought of an unjuſt revenge— 


1 ne'er could reconcile it to myſelf. 


Mar. Again I fay, your own defence demands it. 


it is the ſole reſource you have to ſave yon. 


, | . 


Er 
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Mrs. Andr. 1am myſelf the cauſe of all theſe mi- 

„ [Afide. 
I ſee great difficulties in this matter. _ 
Mar. I, not any—do you but write this letter; 
The reſt be mine—but ſoft my maſter's voice 


Mrs. Andr. What ſhall I do? 1 would not meet 


him now. 

Mar. You muſt not, till our purpoſe | is effected. 
Be not diſtreſs d Il urge a fit excuſe. 
So, to your chamber, and prepare the letter. 


No patience can ſubmit to ſuch indignities. [Goes off. 


Mrs. Andr. I dread the very thoughts of this 
and yet 

To reſt beneath ſo vile an accuſation— 

It cannot—muſt not be—l ſhould be falſe, 

And to myſelf unjuſt—and then, revenge 


Upon this ſlanderer—I'm much perplex'd. [Goes off. 


. 
Changes to another room in Mr. Ax p REWS's houſe. 


Enter Mr. Andzews, leaning on Thomas and 
another perſon ; ; Cons TANTI A attending him. 


Thom. This outward room is large, the air more 


= |. 
Andr. Faint !—very faint !—ſupport me to yon 
couch [They ſeat him on a couch. 


i hop'd at length heav'n's goodneſs had determin'd 


To give my ſoul its ſo long wiſh'd-for peace. 
Conſt. Of late, theſe fierce attacks give freſh alarm. 


Preſerve him, heav'n,—O fir! behold your daughter.— 


T 2 „ Andr. 
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Andr. Tir'd nature hath got reſpite for a while, 
Yet. weaken'd much—my final reſt is near. 
[To the ſervants.] Withdraw awhile ; but wait within 
a call. 


ConsTANTIA |! y ; come nearer 10 70 father. 

Give me your hand, I wiſh a private conference 
On ſomewhat of much moment ere we part. 

| "Conſt. You make your daughter happy; for of late, 

I ve thought, you did not ſee me with that pleaſure | 

To which-I had been us'd; I, therefore fear'd, 

Fou ſome diſtreſs had met, or that ConNsTANTIA, 
Had witleſsly, (when ſome ill fate preſided,) 
The beſt of parents and of friends offended. 


Andr. Younever did; it is againſt your nature, 


You've ever been affectionate as dutiful ; 


But the poſtponing thus a ſecond time 


(And on lord WesTox's ſide) the purpos'd wedding, 
Which all muſt ſay, our flation weigh'd with Ts, ol 


Beſides his princely qualities of mind, 


Would highly honour us, diſturbs me much: 
Vet, wou'd I hope, th' affections of your heart 
Are not fo fix'd upon this noble youth, 

5 You cou'd not wean them thence, ſhou'd it be fit. 


| Conſt, What is't I hear! undone! be ſtill, my 


ö 55 de. 


Hath not a letter, fir, diſclos'd the cauſe ? 
Andr. Such letter I receiv'd, yet it is ſaid, 


His uncle, the lord BELMovs, hath of late, 


Spoken of this, to which he once conſented, 


In terms of diſcontent ; which, if as told, 
I would to the alliance of an emperour, 
Prefer the badge of want. 


— ee >» ISS Breen. — — — 


JE 
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Conſt, 4 


Ar ©: a7 


Conſt. [ She æneels! O moſt indulgent ! 
Ever-honour'd fir ! let not a thought for me 
Diſtreſs your tenderneſs. Heav'n be my judge 
That did my faithful heart approve him more 
(If poſſible) than I have truly told you, 

And that its choice was not with your aſſent, 

My taſk ſhould be, to tear it thence for ever. 

And, but I know lord Wzs Ton has a, foul, 

| Poſſeſs'd of every virtue heav'n beſtows, 

I wou'd far rather wed in mine own rank, 
Where truth and happineſs are oft'ner found, 
Than midſt the glaring grandeur of the great. 


Andr. Come to thy father's arms, thou ſweet re- 


ſemblance 
Of the perfections of your much-lov'd mother; 


A loſs each day felt more—yet, my ConsSTANTIA, 


What tho' your charms and virtues ſhou'd ſurpaſs 
All that &er center'd in a virgin frame, 
To be the choice of this exalted youth 
Cauſes a thouſand fears in my fond heart. 
Conft. O fir ! how you alarm me ! heav al what 
fears ? 


Andr. CONSTANTIA fingled out, preferrd to. : 


numbers 
Of the firſt rank, who would exult to win him, 
Will rouſe up ev'ry baneful blaſt of envy , 
Perfections ſuch as thine ne'er *ſcape malignity. 
Conft. The example of that honour to her ſex, 

My dear loſt mother, with the wholeſome leſſons 
Inſtill'd by you, will ſo direct my ſteps, _ 

I may thoſe blaſts efcape your fondneſs fears. 


Andr. Yet, ſhould this change | in your condition 


happen, 
This alſo treaſure in your mind; that man, 
As 
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As in his frame, ſo is his ſpirit rough ; 


With winning grace, and ſmooth life's rugged paths, 


In youth be idolized, in age revered. 
But when perverſe contention marks her conduct, 
And paſſion's tranſitory joys are pall'd, 


4 
x 
: 
| 


But ſomewhat eas'd, was in a friendly ſlumber, 


Till rous'd at hearing that ſome ſudden ailment 
Had juſt now ſeiz'd you, ſhe diſpatch'd me hither, 
And moſt impatient waits for my return 


That even truth from her would be diſgrac'd. 2 ide. 


The peal of her death bell, I ſhow'd not wonder. 
Was ſhe not up all night? Was ever ſeen 


Whilſt your more tender ſex was brit by heav'n, 
To ſooth thoſe cares, which from his ſtate ſtill low, 


* merge 


That ſhe who beſt ſubmits will ſureſt reign; 


The paſt offence will to the mind recur, 
And al that once had charm'd be quite forgot. 
Conſt. Good heav'n of two ſuch parents make 
me worthy. 5 


Enter M ARIA. | 


Aud. Some meſſage from my wife—uithdraw 
-- > awhile... 

Conſt. LAs fbe goes off ] Alas! I fear ſome deep diſ- 
treſs affects him. 
Andr. Where is your miſtreſs 3 
8 In her chamber, fir. 
Andr. Go tell her 1 am here, and wiſh to ſee her. 
Mar. Good fir! ſhe has been greatly indiſposd: 


With tidings of your health, to her fo precious. 
Andr. This woman is ſo hackney'd in all baſenels, 9 


Had her condition far exceeded all 
Your ſeeming tender fears; or did I hear 


e 


Such 
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Such rapid havock as this life of riot 
Spreads o'er her bloom, which ev'ry art abaſh'd, 

Now vainly practis'd to repair its run! 

Sad victim to the world's moſt baleful faſhions! . 
Mar. Some friends ſtaid later here laſt night than 
uſual. 

Put if you knew how much ſhe's indiſpos' d, 

Im ſure *twould pierce your heart; as I well know, 

You love her tenderly, as ſhe does you. 

Andr. Wou'd I had lov'd "ey leſs, or ne er had 
ſeen her! _ 

Retire awhile, I pray—T wou'd be private. 

Mar. [As ſhe goes off | Wen now ſhall Execute the 
ſcheme I plann'd. 
Andr. I am the verieft wretch that breathes the air, | 
And nought but deſperation is before me. 


[4 Servant Boy enters haſtily at a different door, as « if 
paſſing to another room, with a letter in his hand, 
ftarts, (as if at ſeeing his maſter) and Vel 40 
conceal the letter. 


Andr. You ſeem confus'd—What paper's that? 

Boy. Tis, fir—'tis a letter— _ 

Andr. From whom? and to whom ? 
Boy. From, ſir.— Why, tis 
He ſerzes the boy's hand, who dr 7s the 
letter, and ng fus maſter is ad it 
up, runs ff.] 

Aud. Ha! what, gone off! how guilt l itſelf 
e, is ſome ſecret ſcheme tis my wife's hand. 
The ſuperſcription to my old friend WI LSoN 
I never yet approv'd of opening letters 

By any, fave by thoſe to whom addreſe'd ; 


But 
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But to detect deceit, ſuch means are juſt; 
And here it ſeems, as matters were on foot, 


With which, 'tis meant I ſhould not be acquainted. 
Beſides, of late, I have at times ſurpriz'd them 
In cloſe and intimate diſcourſe together; 

When, it now ſtrikes me, ey ſeem'd much con- 


founded. 


Upon the whole, I think I ought to read it: 
CNY ras the doubtful deed. _ 


[He opens and reads the letter. 
< 81 R, 


might have thought the repulſe you ſo lately 
& receiv'd, with the declaration I then made of ac- 


„ quainting my huſband with your conduct, would 


© have deterred you from ever making any further 


attempt. — How fatal might the conſequences 
prove ſhould I diſcover your behaviour to him? 
ls this your friendſhip ? Know, baſe man!] that 
„ whatever my follies and indiſcretions may be in 
other reſpects, there is not any diſtreſs ſhall lead 
* me to an act againſt the honour of 


6: ELIZ ABETH ANDREWS.” 


Andr. Ah I awake or is this all a dream ? 


ay friend—ſeduce my wife? it cannot be 


[Looks again on the letter, 
It ſurely i is her hand—it maſt be fo. 
She's now but in her prime, and few fo beautiful— 


Then his ſtrict charge this morning, not to mention 
What he himſelf had told me was reported 
Of her and the lord BELMOUR, with this letter, 


Are proofs which make this matter nearly certain. 


What ruin is at hand | — [ He pauſes. 


Enter 
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Enter MARIA haſtily. 


Woman, your buſineſs ? 

Mar. My lady, fir, is up, and begs to ſee you; 
Or ſhe will wait on you; 
Andr. [ chooſe the latter. [She goes off. 
How wond'rous condeſcending of a ſudden! 
Shou'd this be a true charge 1n this dread letter, 
All he has mentioned of her and lord BELMOUR, 
May be a baſe invention for his purpoſe. — 

Yet, may not both be true ?—diftracting ſtate! 


Enter Mrs, Anvizws. 


[He in profound thought, and not obſerving her. 


Mrs. Ads: He heeds me not. The letter ſtrong- 


ly works. Ae. 


I've been inform'd, fir, that you wiſh'd to ſee me. : 


Vou ſeem diſturb'd; acquaint me with the cauſe. 
Andr. Forbear to queſtion me. I am not well. 


Mrs. Andr. You yield too much to melancholy 


thoughts. 


Anar. True--Melancholy hath been Jong my. 


portion; 
As I've too long the fatal nah conceal'd : 
But ev'ry duty now, to heaven, to you, 

To my poor children, to myſelf, all, all 
Demand it from the huſband and the father, 
That you, oh! you, are the ſole, fatal cauſe. 

[She offers to withdraw, he ſhuts the door. 


Mrs. Andr. How your looks ſcare me! what have 


1 commutes © 


. „ 2 


y lp — — — — —— 
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Andr. O! many things you ſhould not have com- 
- mitted, 
To number all the miſchiefs which your conduct, 
Your moſt miſguided conduct hath induc'd 
On thoſe, to whom, each law divine and human 
Had bound you in affection's ſtrongeſt ties, 
Were but a needleſs waſte of time and ſpeech. 


[Aide] Heavin! what contempt and {corn her looks 


bene 55 

0 Gaming! curſed vice parent of all 
How callous grow the hearts of all thy votaries ! 
And how haſt thou this once ſoft boſom chang'd ! 
Nor is her form leſs alter'd than her mind. 


1 urning to her] Perverſe and obſtinate Jas adders 


deaf! 
Mrs. Andr. Your words are not unheard, 
Andr. It matters not; 
5 Wabout due heed, pee ſpeaking to the winds, 
Have you yet thought, how you could bear the 
e 
The bitter change from ac to poverty, 
Which ev'ry want will bring to your remembrance ? 
We both muſt in one ruin be involv'd. 


Mrs. Andr. I know no life I lead that 1 18 not ſuited 


: T o what 1 am entitled by my birth: 

An honour, fir, of which you ſeem inſenſible. 

Andr. True honour only lies in virtuous deeds. 

But had you been the daughter of a prince, 

*Twere fit you ſuitably demean'd yourſelf, 

To that condition you had freely choſen. 7 
Mrs. Andr. By er n and years by all- 

ments ſour'd, 
Remembring not paſt ſeaſons in | themſelves, 
Ev'n pleaſures innocent are deem'd offence. 


Andr. 


— Land Lond 
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Andr. No— no; it lies not in their decent uſe; 
Tis the extreme that conſtitutes the fault, 
By which, ev'n Virtue's ſacred ſelf might err; 

But they who break a ſingle law, would others, 
If lured alike ; fo violate the whole. 


Mrs. Andr. Ha! is it come to this ? arraign my 


virtue? 
Andr. This quick impatience is ſelf-accuſation. 
I have not even hinted at it Fet.-: 


Mrs. Andr. Whilſt I am confcious of my own. 


| heart's innocence, 


I ſcorn the cenſure of a flanderous world ; 


It cannot injure me. 
Andr. Soft! have a care. 5 
No virtue with that thought is ſafe a moment. 
O] eis a jewel of ſuch brilliant luſtre, 
And fo reſiſtleſs wins the admiration, 
That even vice, in its appearance maſk'd, 
Pays homage at its ſhrine. 
Mrs. Andr. What is't I hear ? 
I ſee tit ill-natur'd purpoſe of your ſummons. 
But who are they, ſir, who have dar'd traduce me? 
Some, it is like, of your low-rank'd affociates ? 


Andr. This war of words i 18 wandering from the 


purjpoſe. 
Now, mark me well the man who dares inſult 
A woman's modeſty, muſt have defcry'd 
Somewhat in her behaviour that would warrant 
Such outrage of abuſe. —ls this your hand? 
[Showing her the letter. 
Mrs. Andr. Let me ſee it. 


9 gives her the letter, which ſhe reads ay 5 


#ily, then fears 15 to Pieces. * 
N ow, 
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Now, let me tell you, fir, 
Twas a baſe action to uncloſe this letter, 
Or any other not to you addreſsd. 
What a curs'd helliſh plot hath here been ſchem'd 
Agunr my peace! oh! oh! MARI Ah! 
. [She famts upon the 7 fa. 


Enter Maria. 


Yee Alas alas! my poor lady good fr! 1 
What hath ſhe done to merit this unkindneſs? 
_ You've always been the tendereſt of huſbands. 


Andr. Forbear this idle talk; attend your miſtreſs. 


[Ade] What fool was I to truſt her with this letter! 
Yet, why was ſhe ſo haſty to deſtroy it? 
_Heay'n! in n what deep perplexities I'm plung'd ! 


He goes H. 
Mrs. PTY What! gone! Leave me in the lad 


ſeeming ſtate 

In which I caſt myſelf and a 
Would I had died before I wrote that letter | 

| Deſperate act] I knew not what I did. 

Mar, Madam, deſpair not; this will ſoon blow 
over, N 

Youre young and beauteous; he, in his decline. 


You can command him, as beſt ſuits your pleaſure; 


But let not ſcruples rule you at this criſis : 

In my poor judgment, twould undo us all. 

Conſult your friend, the faithful lady EELM OUR; 
None can adviſe you better on this ſubject. 


Mrs. Andr. O] but MARIA, this is not the whole. 


My ill ſucceſs at play for ſome time paſt, 
Hath far exceeded all hath yet vefall'n me : 


This hurried me to borrow of lord BELMoUR 


A thouſand pieces, which, with the ſeveral ſums 


I've 
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I've loft to him (not ſmall), muſt now be paid 
But above all, —ill fate! is the diſcovery 
Of the falſe key to my wrong'd huſband's cheſt: 
Which muſt be ſo; as other locks are fix'd 
On it, and every door that leads thereto. 
Mar. The work this, of my old officious huſband. 
[alk apart and pauſes. 
Now for due vengeance for the killing flights, 
That youth, the ſcornful JI FPERSON, hath caſt 
On me, and my ill-fated fondneſs for him. | Returning. 
What think you of a further application 
To the caſhier ; your worthy friend young Jerrrx- 
e 
Mrs. Andr. 1 cannot: he already hath aſſur'd me, 
He dares not venture to ſupply me further. 
Mar. I doubt not but he told you ſo; and yet, 
My hopes are ſurety ſtill for his compliance. 
There is no danger he'd not riſk to ſerve you. 
Mrs. Andr. Whence comes this zeal ? 
Mar. From a paſſion for you, 
As violent perhaps, as e'er poſſeſs d 
The heart of man, and which he cannot hide. 
You ſurely muſt have ſeen it? It deſtroys him. 
Mrs. Andr. I have, tis true, obſerv d him much 
confus d | 
At times I ſpoke to him; but this, 1 thought, 
Might have proceeded from a baſhful modeſty, 
As ] conceive his readineſs to ſerve me, 
Did from a generous ſpirit to oblige. 
Mar. I tell you, madam, tis the height of fond- 
me... 
A fever, that he lately had, in which 
His ceaſcleſs ravings were of you, confirm'd i. 


He 
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Hie ſhuns all company, neglects his food, 
And wanders often, as would one inſane. 
Mrs. Andr. Aſtoniſhment 1 
. He cannot quit the houſe 
His prenticeſnip has full two years expir d, 

And twice he hath prepar'd him for the Indies. 
I know the inmolt ſecrets of his ſoul: 

Beſides, of late, he's often much intoxicated, 
Who was before the paragon of temperance. 
Do but conſent to let me call him hither ; 

One look from you will baniſh every fear, 
Unlock each cheſt, and lay its ſtores before you. 
Mrs. Andr. Stop! at Tv peril ſtop! the very 
thought 

Chills my whole blood—I'd periſh firſt in want. 


Mar. Then you muſt quit your honourable friends IT 


And live for ever in forlorn obſcurity. 
But pardon me, if T've been too officious. 
Mrs. Andr. ad preſent calls require at leaſt a 
thouſand: - 
For though my fund be not quite e, 
Fortune hath made me bankrupt yet to numbers. 
Tis true, that many are far more my debtors, 
Vet are not all like me in payment punctual. 
But I will inſtant haſte to lady BRLMouRx, 
My faithful counſel in the time of trouble. 
Mar. As 1 could Win. 
Mrs. Andr. Then for awhile withdraw. 
[MARIA goes of. 
How dreadful now, is ev'n a moment's privacy |! 
How different from thoſe happy hours of innocence, 
When my ſweet little ones were prattling round me, 
With a fond huſband and a tender father, 
Pouring 


/ 
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Pouring his bleſſings upon them and me! 

But now I can no more endure to ſee them, 

Than I can bear to look into myſelf. 

| How often hath he ſaid, * One hour's remorſe 

« Outweighs whole years of tranſitory joys !” 

| How true he ſpoke! but wherefore theſe reflections? 
When every miſchief hath been done 3 | 


; ; And cannot be recall'd ! 


Re-enter Ma RIA. 


Mar. as, the coach. 

Mrs. Andr. Be not you abſent ; I ſhall ſoon return, 
And may have buſineſs of ſome moment with you. 
Mar. I fear we have too much on hand alrea- 


dy. L. ; Ie 20 F. 
SCENE UW. 
Another 1 room im Mr. Anpazws' 8 houſe. 
Jerræasn alone. 


Jeff My actions muſt at length fall 1 on me, 
And cruſh me at a blow: but oh! this paſſion, - 
This fruitleſs paſſion, I've fo long indulg'd 
For this enchanting woman, drives me on, 

Alas! from one tranſgreſſion to another, 
And I deceive myſelf. —Ha ! here's MARIA. 
Wor'd I cou'd ſhun her! as of late her viſits 
Have been more frequent than occaſions warrant. 
Yet much ſhe hath qt herſelf my friend, 
And my heart's en won. 

Enter 
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Enter MARIA. 


Mar. I diſturb you. 


Jeff. Why to ſpeak truly, I had juſt now b Tate 


Some private intercourſe with mine own heart. 
Mar. Of late, I think you uſe too much of that. 

But if you knew from whom 1 am a meſſenger, 
I alfo think, I ſhould not be unwelcome. 

But Tl withdraw. 


Jeff. No, ſpeak your buſineſs quickly. 
Mar. Alas! my poor miſtreſs ! : 
m What of her? ſpeak—— 


Mar. Fortune has been of late fo adverſe to her, 
And ſhe's become indebted to ſuch numbers, 
I fear ſhe can no more appear in publick, 
But muſt retire, unleſs your goodneſs ſerves her. 
She often ſpeaks with gratitude of JerrERSON : 
Did you but ſee in what diſtreſs ſhe languiſhes, - 
You'd hazard worlds to miniſter relief. 
eff. Full well you know, how I'm inclin d to 
„ lerve her; ---- 
But her demands encreaſe with my compliance, 
And I have injur'd much the beſt of maſters. 
I know no other banker cou'd ſupport it. 
Mar. Moſt happy youth ! ! there does not live ano- 
A 
: of whom my miſtreſs would have fought theſe 1 
| r 
O] cou'd I venture, 1 could ay much more. _ 
Thus far however, I'll be bold to utter; 
That were our worthy maſter gone to reſt, 
(And all obſerve he's every day declining) 
Lou are the only man her heart would chooſe — 
But 1 have gone too far, ; 
If. 
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7 _ Tr anſporting ſounds! 


My ſoul is all attention Pray proceed. 


Mar. I cannot—O ! I muſt not. 
Os Wyk 
. eg. 

| Feff.. Say, are you truly ſerious in this matter: 

Or, but amuſing me with idle hopes? 
Mar. Pray have you ever found me ſuch a trifler? 
Jeff. I cannot ſay J have, and yet— 
Mar. Yet, What ? 
Jeff. Her virtue! 
Mar. Why you are virtuous, yet cannot avoid 


This paſſion for the lovelieſt of women: 


Nor may ſhe be inſenſible to you. 
No youth more wins our ſex's admiration. 
Among the reſt, the beauteous, gentle LUCIA 4, 


In ſecret languiſhes: it is too plain: 
Though ev'ry art be praQtis'd to conceal it. 


Jeff: Forbear this now. None Prize her virtues 
more : 


Nor atn I to her cd charms inſenüble. 


But when the heart is to one object wedded, 
No lure can win it thence.— Lou flatter me ? 
Mar. 1 don' t.---You under-prize yourſelf, View 
this. — 
Teff. View what? 25 [EEagerly. 
Mar. It is a locket with her precious hair, 
Which ſhe has ſent by me. Refuſe it not. 
 Feff. Refuſe it —0 whilſt life exiſts I'll wear it 
Cloſe to that heart which is for ever hers. 


I am all ecſtacy, delicious woman! [He Ei es it. 


Mar. [ Aþ 1 A lucky hit, and works as I could 
_— 

Jeff. Gratefully thank her for the precious token. 

VoL. I, U . Mar. 
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Mar. And now as to her preſent exigencies ? 
Jeff. To what may they amount? 


Mar. About a thouſand. 
Jeff. Tis quite impoſſible. 
Mar. Leſs will not do. 


eff. Beſides the miſchief I have done my mater, 
1 ſtand myſelf upon the verge of ruin. 


Mar. Were you to ſee her, you'd not loſe a moment 


In this laſt act, ſo be yourſelf the meſſenger. 


Jeff. Firſt, tell her then, that ſhe ſhall be ſupply'd, 
Let the event be fatal as it may. 


Mar. Moſt gen'rous youth ! ſhe ſhall know all 
_ your goodneſs. [She goes off. 
Jeff. How quickly every reſolution vaniſhes ! 


And how am I now chang'd from what I was! 


' Like Gans va kkiff, that for a while had 1 
Safe on the tranquil boſom of the flood; 


Until at length, the mountain torrents ſweep 


Its faint reſiſtance headlong to the deep, 


Where in lar ge gulps the foamy brine it drinks, 
And in the dread abyſs for ever ſinks, Exit. 


TY 0 
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A chamber in lord BeLMoOuR's houſe. 


Lady BELMOUR at her toilet, her Waiting. woman 
e 


Lady B:l.'F FJ OW pale I look! 
Attend, My lady roſe too my 
Lady Bel. Why, what's the time? 


Attend, Tis paſt the noon, but it is ſcarce four 


hours 

Since you lay down to . 

Lach Bel. Who can this be! 5 
[The attendant goes to the door ad returns. 

Attend, Tis Mrs. ANDREWS, madam, in her 

ö 

Lady Bel. What, at this hour ?—and yet in truth 

| no wonder, 

That thus her reſt's diſturb'd. It would require | 

The wealth of India to ſupport her loſſes. 

And were ſhe now poſleſs'd of all its ſtores, 

J and my friends cou'd rid her of the burthen. 

Perhaps, ſhe comes to pay me the five hundred 

I won of her, when laſt we play'd together? 

Or with the flattering hopes to make repriſals ? 

80 I may double it before we part : 


2 5 For 


[4 tap at the dor: 
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For ſhe's unſkill'd enough to loſe a million. 
Away !---PIl wait her in the damaſk chamber. 


[T, hey go off — Ways, 
Cr 


Changes to another apartment. 


Lady BerMovn alone. Enter Mrs. ANDREWS. 


Lady Bel. My deareſt Aupx REWS | J 1 rejoice to ſee 

Fou. 

Mrs. And. Talways found you friendly and obli- 
ging. 

Lady Bel. But why this gloom c on that angelic face? 


Why not as ſprightly as you us'd to be? 
Surely you'll not conceal the cauſe from me, 
Whoſe wiſhes for you are ſincere as earneſt ! 


Mrs. Andr. How BepPy am I in this honour d 
favour! 


| You know my loſs at play 65. ſome time paſt 
Hath been prodigious; it hath reach'd my huſband. 


Lady Bel. Were I in your caſe, that wound not 
diſturb me. 


Is not the jealous dotard twice your age ? 


Such incidents ſhou'd more confirm my empire. 
Nay, my offence ſhow'd be his accuſation, 


Nor wou'd I reſt until he ſhou'd acknowledge 
| The fault was his, not mine ; ſo, rouſe your ſpirits. 


Mrs. Andr. Impoſſible, I've injur'd him too deeply: „ 


Slave loſt with his eſteem, his love for ever. 


Lady Bel. Then farewel turther Intercourſe be- 
tween. us. 5 | [Afae. 
' Deſpond 
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Defpond not thus, all will be well again. 
I think you owe me juſt five hundred pieces ? 
Yet let not that diſturb you in the leaſt : 
It may be in your power to pay me ſoon. 


Mrs. Andr. I would not forfeit your regard and 
friendſhip, 


For fifty times the ſum. 
„ Imagine not, 

That I cou'd doubt your honour, were it thouſands. 
Your ſtrict and conſtant perſeverance in it, 
Has won you the eſteem and love of all; 
And to convince you of my high opinion, 
TIl hazard this five hundred with you now. 
The day is early yet. 

Mrs. Andr. 3 6 Ty" me not ; 


My mind's too much diftreſs'dwithwhat has happen'd; 


But I have brought the honourable debt. 
[She takes out ſeveral notes from a : pocket-book 
Theſe make the whole, I think. _ 
Lady Bel. Moſt honour'd friend! 1 

But may! treſpaſs on your gen'rous ſpirit ? 
Your ſtock I ſee, is not a little weighty. 
Cou'd you ſupply me with five hundred more 
For a few hours ? I have no doubt to treble them, 
At a ſmall party, I expect this inſtant : 
And Pl repay them gratefully this evening 
At lady MELDMay's, where we are to meet. 

I, and three more this morning hold a bank; 
In which, if you wou'd chooſe to ſhare a chance, 
Fortune perhaps might favour you this way. 


Mrs. Andr. Not now ; but here s the further ſum 


you wiſh for; Fi 
And fail not to repay it as you PETR 
5 Tis but a part of what I owe to others. 


Lady: 
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Lady Bel. J wou'd not diſappoint you for the world, 
My obligations are beyond expreſſion. 
Grant heav'n, your preſent troubles quickly vaniſh, 

Mrs. Andr. And may you meet the fortune which 


you hope for! ff [She goes off 
Lady Bel. 'Tis wonderful, how the acquires all 
this. 


Her huſband's ruin d, my diſipated lord, 
Moſt laviſhly, I hear, ſupplies her wants; 
Whilſt even for domeſtic calls his purſe 

Is niggardly unclos'd ; and what he ſpares, 

M uſt be in ſtricteſt mode accounted for:: 

Nor does he know a pleaſure, abſent from her. 
To keep this ſum then, were but fair repriſals. Exit. 


Mr. ANDR E W 8's houſe, 
Mx, ANDREWS and THOMAS. 


i What monſters luft will make us when we 
e 
Our reaſon to its rage, and let it rule! 
| My neighbour! my companion! Oh! the man, 
| Whom ] to ſerve, would have riſk'd every bleſſing, 
To ſeek to wound me in the tendereſt point ! 
| Then, under friendſhip's ſhow maſking his Wenchers 
Endeavour falſely to accuſe another— 
Moſt infernal villain ! 


Nee, i impoſſible. 
Say, is there one of more exalted virtues i > 
Or one who ſo eſteems and honours you? 


Aur. 


A TRAGEDY. 395 
Andr. Oh! my wife's letter proves beyond all 


queſtion, 


This breach of friendſhip, gratitude and honour, i 

Thom. All forgery. ; 

Andr. She did not deny it. ; 
Thom. Where is it? #1 
Andr. [ have it not, ſhe tore it. "a 4 
Thom, Tore it ! how got ſhe it? 197 
1 | It matters not. W 


Thom. There's ſomething more in this, than yet 
vou know of. 
Andr. If any thing by chance hath reach your 


eur, [808 
Againſt the ſafety ev'n of an enemy, e =”: 
Stain not your fair repute with the foul ſecret. Wk 

The faithful tongue will utter what the heart | [| | | 
In juſtice prompts, though death were the event. Wal. 
Thom. Then, ſir, the letter is a black contrivance. N 
And would you now forgive this tell-tale honeſty, my 
I ſhou'd not heſitate to name the forger. 14 
Andr. Theſe intermiſſions aggravate the miſery. if 
Thom. Prepare then for the ſhock, It was your 14 
6. -- 1 
Boldly I ſpeak the truth ; for much ſhe's wrong d, 1 
If ſince ſne has been link d with thoſe high miſcreants, "i 
Who, whillt they plunder, hold her in derifion, 4 
Her ſoul's not ripe for ev'ry deſp'rate project. Wl 
[Andrews walks about much diſturb'd. 10 
Patience, 28 ſir! I reſt not on ſuſpicion. WE || 
Andr. Audacious wretch, away quick, ſhun 1 | 
my rage! 1 
Thom. 1 meant you well. 272 as he goes off. | ; 
How piteous i is his caſe! [Erit. | 0 
Andr. ov 
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Andr. How can I meet him, and we hoth ſur- 
vive it! 


Dread interval ! ! would 1 bad ne er been born. 


. 
$ C EN R w. 
Mr. ANDREWS's houſe. 
Mrs, Anvaews and Marta. 


Mrs. Andr. Well, I believe if all my debts were 
paid, 


In neer ſhould hazard more. 


Mar. ES, 5 | And 7 return 


To the dull, lonely life you once purſued? 
Forbid it your good angel ! *twould deſtroy you. 


Mrs. Andr. O! but that 1285 MARIA, was 
eſtrang d 


To thoſe anxieties which haunt me now. 


I cannot bear to be alone a moment. 


Mar. For that good reaſon, act like lady ] BEeLi- 
MOUR ; 


ö Like her be reſolute, and ſcorn deſpair. 


Enter a ITY! ANT. 


Serv. Lord BE LM OR, , madam, tenders his Wipe 
Mrs. Andr. | Afide.] How I dread theſe viſits! 
Beſides, „„ 


| He hath been more particular than uſual ; 


So that it hath become the general notice. 


[T 0 the Servant. ] Withdraw awhile. [7 0 Maria. 5 15 


= will not be at home. 
„ What, not to him ? 


That gallant, gen rous nobleman ! ! your friend] 


Mrs. 


A TRAGEDY. 299 


Mrs. Andr. A creditor for more than I can pay. 


Mar. Bleſs us! where are your boaſted gains of late, 


And where the ſum you juſt receiv d from JIxr- 


FERSON ? 
Mrs. Andr, Of late, have miſe'd notes for ſeveral 
-... yums; 
Mar. ] doubt ſhe ſuſpects me. [4þ de.] Madam, 
tis like, 
You' ve lent them to ſome friends "A 
Mrs, Andr. Of this again, 


Have you yet rais' d the money on my Jewels ? 


Mar. The broker thinks the pledge is not ſufficient. 
Mrs. Andr. For three thouſand ! they coſt that 


ſum twice told. 
Mar. He'll not lend more than two. 
Mrs. Andr. I muſt ſubmit. 


[Afide] Shameful return this to the gen'rous donor! 


Part was his preſent on our bridal day, 
And part the day, he bore the city's honours. 
He thought he never could enough adorn me. 
Mar. But we forget his lordſhip waits admiſſion, 
Mrs. Andr. I cannot ſee him, —yet, ſhou'd I re- 
fuſe it, 
As my curs'd ſtars have deſtimd me his debtor, 
He may, perhaps, conceive, it want of honour. 
Mar. He ſcorns ſuch thoughts _evn in his 
younger days, 5 
As in his mien, ſo in all noble deeds, | 
Fair rumour tells, he was ſurpaſs'd by none. 
Mrs. Aud. Say, is your maſter in the houſe ? 


n No, madam. 
Mrs. Andr. Well then, this once.—How I abhor 
myſelf! Bs [Maria goes off. 


Enter 


r RR 2 
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Enter Lord BeLMovus. 


Lord Bel. How does my charming creditor this 


morning ? 
Mrs. Andr. Your debtor, I ſuppoſe you mean, 
my lord?ꝰ 
Lord Bel. Thou never wast my debtor. I'm my 
ſlave; 


And in the pleaſing chains would live for ever. 
To view that lovely form] thoſe radiant eyes, 
And liſten to the language of thoſe lips! 
What ſum can be a recompenſe for theſe 
O! that ſuch matchleſs, ſuch reſiſtleſs beauty, 
Shou'd be condemn'd to the cold arms of age ! 
Or one of vulgar breed! — tis Oh! it i- 
Mrs. Andr. I know not what Jou's mean. You 
talk in myſtery. : 
[He attempts to take Jer hand, at which D 
ſeems very uneaſy, withdrawing it. 1 
My lord, I muſt beſeech you to deſiſt, 
| Or 1 mult hence retire. 


| -, Gord Bb ; But hear me firſt. 

This is a kree diſcharge of all demands. 

| [Produces a paper. 
2 This other writing binds me, as your debtor, 

| In two thouſand, [ Produces another paper. 
| -. = As. Andr.. 1 2 his baſe deſigns. 


He ſeeks to take advantage of my wants. LA. ide. 
I need no further proofs of your intentions. 
1 have already heard too much. 
85 [She walks to and fro much di endes d. 2 
Lord Bel. „ 
'Tis ſtrange! what have you heard? that I do love, 
Admire, 


A TRAGEDY: 


Admire, adore you, O! beyond all utterance: 

But why conceive, that I intend you injury? "Fi 

Were my poſſeſſions as the globe extenſive, ö l 

You might command the whole, as you may him, 

Who lives, or dies, as you ſhall ſmile, or frown. 

Mrs. Andr. Into what miſchiefs do you mean to 

plwKunge me? 

Or wherefore do you dare inſult me e thus? 

Is it becauſe I'm wedded to a citizen, 

(Forgetting that I am of your own kindred) 

That you theſe liberties preſume ? Know, fir, 

That through the world, an honeſt Britiſh trader 

Eſteem and honour meets. But, were I lower 


Than vanity directs you to conceive me, . 
And you of the firſt rank; where freedom reigns, f th! 
Lou have no right to offer me ſuch inſult. _ 
Lord Bel. Talk not of rank to one who loves as _ 1 
do; 


The pride of kings beneath thoſe eyes «might languiſh, 
And proſtrate thus, and trembling wait their ſentence. 
' [He falls on his knees, ſeizes her hand, 
which ſhe forces from him.] 
Mrs. Andr. What have you ſeen in my deport- 


ment, fir, 14 

To warrant this intruſion ? 'tis unworthy. h 1 
Lord Bel. Will you not then vouchſafe one glance | Wl 

of pity? | jt | 
Is there no ray of hope; no room for pardon * ot | 
O, inexorable! | 


Mrs. Andre. Protect me, «tw 5 22 7 
Sir, at your peril, ſpeak to me again. | 
Lord Bel. Teach, teach me firſt, how this devo- 
ted heart, 
Shall gain its freedom, Or forget its fondneſs, 


That 
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That voice conveys ſuch rapture to my ſoul, 
That I would hear it, though twere ſure perdition. 
Mrs. Andr. Theſe hackney'd phraſes, ule to thoſe 
they ſuit : 
To me, they are accumulated inſults. [He riſes, 
Lord Bel. Forego ſuch 3 I nothing 


meant but honour. 


My wife and I, having reſolv'd to ſander, 


(For without love we met, and ſo have livd,) 


Hope ev'ry moment our divorce for ever; 


When both may wed again, as each beſt likes; 
A practice now full eaſily accompliſh'd. 
Then, that your huſband's fate is near its period, 


*Tis ſaid, ſome recent ſymptoms have pronounc'd : 

Wherefore, it ſoon may be my happy lot, 

To make thee partner of my rank and fortune, 
As thou'rt already empreſs of my heart. 

Accept then, I beſeech thee, theſe ſmall tokens. 


[He gives her the papers, which ſhe, in pee. 
_ confuſton, inſenſibly taxes. 


And now with that ſweet breath, ſurpaſſing far 


The ſpicy perfume of the budding roſe, 


' Pronounce the ſentence of my life, or death. 


Mrs. Andr. To what an abject ſtate am I reduc'd! 
The time has been, I'd not have heard a king 
Diſcourſe me thus. ¶Aſide.] I charge you, fir, deſiſt. 

Lord Bel. I find 'tis vain to preſs my ſuit at preſent, 


An humour this, to which 'twere better yield. 
| Beſt flatter it. [Afide.]—O ! I am quite abaſh'd. 
Your merited rebukes ſo awe my ſoul, _ 
That I ſhall live from this day forth in penitence, 


And adoration of your heav'nly virtues : 
Let me then read in thy relenting eye 
My peace reſtor'd, or ſeal my final doom ! 


Mrs. 


A TRAGEDY. 302 


Mrs. Andr. Your future conduct muſt determine i. 
Lord Bel. Permit me then, I pray.— _ 

[He ſeizes her hand, and kiſſes it. 

We are to meet 

At lady MxL DMA x's drawing-room to-night ; : 
Till then—[Afide as he goes off. ]—The prize is mine. 
She now muſt yield. 
Mrs. Andr. Are theſe his papers? heav nt what 
have I done? 
Ill inſtantly diſpatch them after him 
Yet that were dang'rous too; they might miſcarry 
And then in perſon: to return them to him, 
May cauſe another interview between us.— 


What miſchiefs have! heap'd upon myſelf [Goes off. 
SCENE V. 
Mr. AxDpREWS's houſe, 
ANDREWS and rene 


Audr. What, my old faithful fieward 1—O ! E. 
impoſſible. 
And yet, this finding of the ſecret key 
Of the caſh-cheſt, (with which he charg'd my wife} 
And medals in his trunk---but then the letter, 
Giving me information of this matter 
Has not the writer's name---that caufes doubt--- 
Then, his ſurprize, which ſeem'd fo unaffected, 
With his moſt firm behaviour, fo unhke _ 
The conſciouſneſs of guilt, when in his preſence 
They were diſcover'd there, favour him much. 
Wherefore, 
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Wherefore, till this affair be further canvaſs'd, 
I wow'd not ſend him to a public priſon. 
| [He walks to and fro. 
If. I ſhall obey He never judg d more juſtly. 
[Afide, as he goes off. 


Enter a Servant, with a letter to Mr. ADR Es, 
which he reads. 


Andr. The Speed wel caſt away | a heavy loſs ! 
Ills upon ills in train purſue each other. 

Heard you of this before? 

. Brauch rumour was 
On the n to-Biy: but not with certainty. 


Andr. However ſhe's inſur'd, and highly too. 
Go fetch the policy, I wiſh to ſee it. 
Or rather wait me in the compting-houſe. _ 
Jieſf. [As he goes ff.] O heav'n! 1 gave the mo- 
---- hey to his ie. [Exit. q 
Andr. He ſeem'd confus d, and mutter'd to him- 
ſelf 3 N 


My fears e ſome dread event. 
But what of this? ſhou'd it be heav'n's ek will, 
That the remorſeleſs billows ſhould ingulf 4 
The remnant of my wealth; yet this---all this, 1 
I cou'd with patient reſignation bear, 1 
And toil with pleaſure for an honeſt pittance. 
But oh! to loſe that precious, treaſur'd gem, 
Which my whole ſoul engroſs'd---to ſee another, 
In my diſgrace exult yet more---yet more f 
My children oh my children. muſt ye ſuffer ! = 
2] Away all thoughts of peace henceforth for ever. F 
[Goes . 


SCENE 


A TRAGEDY. 303 
SCENE VL 
Lord WesTon's apartments. 


Lord BELMouR and Lord Wrs rox. 


Lord Bel. Well, nephew, have you yet conſider'd 


better 

Of your love-frolick for the merchant's daughter; ? 
You may meet numbers through this ſpacious city 
With wealth ſuperior far to her poſſeſſions; 


Nor need you languiſh for their hearts a moment. 
Lord Weſt. The common light ſhines not more 


unreſerv'd ; 
Their very charms fatigue the padde eye. 
But, ſir, my ſpirit ſcorns an eaſy conqueſt. 


Lord Bel. Fine ſounding words, yet anſwer not 


my queſtion, 

You too much from the world ſeclude yourſelf; 
Which ſerves to add freſh fuel to the flame. 
Long have I been, as I may ſay, your parent, 
And have at preſent in my thoughts for you, 
A wife well ſuited to your rank and fortune. 

Lord Veſt. Thanks, my good lord! I doubt not 

Pour kind wiſhes; 
But here, where all life's happineſs depends, 
Permit me to determine for myſelf. _ 
True joys dwell only with united hearts, 
And ſolitude is far the wiſer choice 
Than wedlock where domeſtic bliſs is abſent. 
How vain is then the hope of ſuch delights 


With 
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With thoſe of Faſhion's ſtamp, whoſe only merit; 
Is, that they are of this all-conqu'ring ſex, 
Of ev'ry other excellence regardleſs ? 
Lord Bel. Again, young lord, I tell you, ſhou'd 
— you wed | 
With the firſt merchant's 3 of the world, 
Twould to your lineage be diſgrace for ever. 
Lord Weſs. Diſgrace lies only in the want of virtue, : 
That excellence, in which ſhe moſt abounds. 

Lord Bel. How long have you ſurrender'd to this 
-- 
Lord Ii eft. Almoſt from infancy ; for even then, 
A mutual fympathy inſpir d our ſouls; 
Which firſt commenc'd in her good father's houſe, 
(Whom I then ſerv'd,) when all I knew of love, 
Was that her preſence ever gave me pleaſure, 
As did her abſence pain---I even thought, 

The air blew ſweeter frorh the place ſhe breath d. 


But when her heav'nly mind diſclosd its beauties, 


My heart then fix d beyond the power of change. 
Lord Bel. All, all romance, with which your head 
f ſeems fill d. 
But briefly to decide this matter, know, 
'Tis now full thirty ſummers ſince I wedded, 
| Yet have not had one offspring to inherit 
My large poſſeſſions, which I can beſtow, 
As beſt my pleaſure ſuits : and you're the one, 
Who in my mind ſtands faireſt for adoption 
My heir apparent, as my next a- = ohh 
Reflect too, that your income is unequal | 
To that high rank in life, it ſhou'd ſupport. 


Tord Weſt. The more I 1 the more I prize 
myſelf, 


In 


In perſevering thus but, my lov'd uncle! 
What can impede the progreſs of my bliſs, 
When your conſent hath ſanctified my cbolce b 
Lord Bel. What though [ yielded once to (ag 
fond ſuit, 
It is now rumour'd, and by all believed 
Not only that her Father | reduced: ts 
To bankruptcy and want, but that the whale. 
Of the large fortune which an uncle left her | 
Is waſted with the reſt. 
Lord Weſt; . :- Is this her fault? 
ls ſhe to ſuffer for anctbers act? | 
ConsTANTI1A hath that ever-during worth, 
Which wealth or grandeur's glitter far hav WIR : 
That heav'nly mind, which will, when time hath cool'd 
The fever of the heart, and reaſon rules, 
_ Cauſe mutual friendſhip and domeſtic bleſſing. 
But ſhou'd ev'n this misfortune be as rumour'd, 
I have this one occaſion more of proving 
My conſtancy, and how I prize her virtues; 
Then, to ſecure for ever that eſteem 
By me preferr'd to all terreſtrial bleſſings. 

Lord Bel. Infatuated boy ! you form perfections 
Which only have exiſtence in your fancy. | 
But pray, conſider, what the world will fay. 

Lord Meſt. The world! baſe world! to cenſure | 
gen'rous deeds; 
Jou mean, perhaps, my lord, thoſe ſlaves of faſhion, 
Who barter real for fictitious happineſs ; 
Alas! their judgment is not worth a thought: 
If I'm approv'd of by the wiſe and honeſt, 
1 ſhall be happy, and deſpiſe that world, 
Where virtue is diſcourag d. vice exalted, — 
Vol. I. 8 -- Corruption 


The panſh proofs deceive. 


306 THE FEMALE GAMES TER. 


Corruption an adopted cheriſh'd ſyſtem, 
And ev'ry manly ſentiment extinguiſh'd. 
Tord Bel. For ſhame, Young lord, call reaſon to 
your aid | 
Lord Weſt. From beauty only, it right have pre- 
ſerv'd me; 


But reaſon is Cons ANTI A's . advocate. 


Lord Bel. Once more forſake her, if you prize 
my favour, 


The world's eſteem, or your own future welfare. 
Away to diſtant regions; ſeek improvement; 


There is no love that abſence cannot cure. 


Lord Weſt. Abſence No death franicengs that 
thought. —O fir! 


My fondneſs is to ſuch exceſs, ſo 1 


That were heav'n's bliſs aſſurd me to forſake her, 


My foul might tremble for its own reſolve. 
But what would worlds be worth with loſs of honour | 


With loſs of peace, its conſtant ſure attendant! _ 

Lord Bel. Since then all ſoothing arguments are 
fruitleſs; 

'Tis fit r apprize you that you yet remain 


Under my wardſhip by your father's will; 
Bl And now to wed, would be by law a aullity. 


Lord Weſt. nee 12 5 law! whoſe keen 
teſtrant 
Gainſt female innocence alone i is painted, 


Whilſt villains riot in its ſpoils unpuniſh'd ; = 
So that love's chaſte, connubial joys no more, 
On its fleet wings, but in the tardy pace 

Of fordid intereſt move. But, thank kind heaven! 


My will is free to chooſe; elſe, my good lord, 
Lord 


Lord Bel. Periſh all love! 
That one of the firſt families in Britain, 
Shou'd by ſuch whims of folly be diſhonour'd ! 
A moment more, and I ſhall loſe all patience ! 


[He goes off haſtily. 
Lord 2 eft, It grieves my ſoul that we ſhould 


differ thus : 
He ſtill has ated as a tender parent 
To me an orphan to his care intruſted. 
But pride and pageantry engroſs him wholly ; 
With theſe, an avaricious ſelfiſh paſſion, 
For ſome years paſt hath quite poſſeſs'd his heart, 
And ſtagnated the ftreams of its benevolence, 
Save where wy humour, or by han Food: 


But no mean views ſhall ever make me fight 
The ſacred vows of love I once did plight. 

The heart that's true, will ill remain the ſame ; 5 
Though croſſes preſs, they but refine the flame : 
And more ſure joys the virtuous paſſion wait 

With calm content, than with the pomp of or: (Exit. 
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eee e . 
= A room in Mr. Goopwix's houſe. 


Goobwix and WILsox. | 


: Wi a.) \H I 8 letter juſt now brought from our 
friend ANDREWS, . 
j | Is ſuperſerib'd to me, and yet moſt ſurely, 
j By Its contents, it was deſign'd for you. 
= | [Gives him the letter, which: he reads. 
=_— Good. What proof this of his ſad diſtracted ftate ! 
Dor wonder; his diſtreſs encreaſes hourly. 
& Midft which, one of his ſhips, it is reported, 
With a rich cargo, fraught from India's ſhores, 
Was lately wreck'd ; and that by ſome neglect, 
It had not been inſur'd. — Tis rumour'd too, 
That ſome of his acceptances are noted. 
Mil. Moſt true, I have myſelf paid ſeveral ; 
The juſt return to him, who, from his friends, 
His purſe on like occaſion neer with-held. | 
Good. His boſom glows with all the heav' nly 
feelings 
Of gen'rous amity and ſocial love. 
So boundleſs too, he cou'd not reſt and know, 2 
That ev'n a worthy ſtranger felt diſtreſs. | 


Enter 


A TRAGEDUY. Joes- 


Enter a SERVANT and delivers a letter to Mr. 
SGoopwix, which he opens and peruſes. 


Tis all a myſtery; or perfect madneſs. 

It can't be meant for me. [To the fervant.] Where = 
got you this ? 

- Serv. Your neighbour AvpRTws ſent it to Four 


houſe. 
Good. Do you withdraw. [Servant wiwies 11 
pray you bear it read. „ [Reads out. 


That you are the blackeſt of all villains you 

e muſt yourſelf admit. What, induce me to ſuſ- 

< pet my wife with another (as you did this 

* morning) in order to carry on your own adulte- 

„ rous ſchemes ? ſuch an attempt againſt my ho- 

* nour, peace of mind, and all that is moſt dear 
_ © to me! If you regard your ſafety you will be 5 

” cautious of our meeting. 

«© JAMES . 


WW 1. Give me the letter, 'twas deſign'd for me. 

Some like diſcourſe as is in part there hinted, 

This morning paſs'd between us Give it, pray. 
Good. "Tis plain, two miſdirections have been 
Written; 

Vet, let me ſtipulate this one condition, 


That you command yourſelf ; for 'twill require 
Vour utmoſt fortitude. (Gives the letter. 
Wil. By heav'n | ſome ſtratagem, 5 
Of deep and black contrivance is on foot; 
For there's no miſchief, but that artful woman 
How heart and head to ſcheme. 
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Enter a Serv AN r. 


Serv. [Zo Goodwin. ] Sir, your friend ANDRE WS. 
Good. [To Wilſon.] And do To chooſe to meet 
r 
— . Shou'd I ſhun bw. 25 
It might induce him to conclude me guilty. 
Good. [To his ſervant.) You conduct him hither. 
[ dread the event. [Servant goes off. 
And yet well know your fortitude and temper. 
Wil. Fear not,—l pity him ; he's much diſturb'd. 


Enter Mr. Aupnzws. 


Andr. [To Goodwin. ] Did you receive ſome lines 
from me to-day? — 
Good. To my ſurprize I did, which I ſuppoſe 
| By the contents were otherwiſe intended. 
Andr. Moſt ſtrange miſtake! 1 wrote E hem for that 
e (||| WR: - 
Mil. Hal villain in my teeth, what mean you, fir? 
= Andr. Have you not Mae, Lo me? injur'd me 
moſt baſely? _ 
il. Unhappy man! *twas never in my thoughts. 
Andr. By heav'n, tis falſe! [7 0 Goodwin.) You 
have se my letter. 
= Cood. I have by accident, as I inform'd vou. 
f Andr. Is he not then the blackeſt of all villains ? 
Wil. Licentious railer, ceaſe your foul inveCtive, 5 
| e Wor Patience preſs too far : but for that amity, 
In which we've liv'd, I cou'd not have endur'd 
Ev'n half of this unmerited ill- treatment. 
Again, I tell you, I'm an utter ſtranger 
To ev'ry charge in your impaſlion'd letter, 
Nor know 1 what it means. 


: 
111 
| 
15 
ef 
*. 
. 
i 


Aud. 
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Andr. © "6 6 Again, tis falſe. 6 
Gobd. O! my good friends, anon I've heard 
too much. | 


Permit me then to ſpeak between yowbath' 

What is affirm'd on one ſide, on the other 

As firmly is denied: wherefore, it lies 

On him who made the charge to ſhew his proof. 
Andr. Then, at your inſtance only;—'twas a letter, 

From my ill-fated wife to this deceiver, 

Which on the way by accident I ſeiz d; 

Wherein th' attempts he made (advantage taking 

Of the diſtreſs her indiſcretion caus'd) 

To his adult rous purpoſe to ſeduce her, 

Are manifeſt, 4 

of SE Deluded, undone man 

How this inſidious woman hath depriv'd him 

Of that ſage judgment which he once : poſſeſs'd | 

| Good. Where! 1s the letter Fr 


F Unluckly deſtroy'd. 
Wil. And are theſe all the grounds on which you 
""Wharge- 


An old and faithful friend with ſuch a breach 
Of virtue, honour, and of all that's worthy ? 
O moſt abandon'd woman ! weak as wicked. 
Andr.Recal your words, baſe ſlanderer, elſe this hand 
| Shall pluck forth the rude tongue that utter'd them, 
Good. Forbear, I pray! you will alarm my family. 
Wil. [To Goodwin.) This is too much for ev'n 
a brother's bearing. 
Nor can I longer anſwer for myſelf. [Goes off. 
Andr. ¶ After remaining ſome time deep in thought, * 
Guilty! O guilty ! every thing confirms it. 
Had my ſworn enemy diſtreſs'd me thus, 


Time 
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Time might have ſooth d the anguiſh of my ſoul ; 
But oh! what mode of patience can endure _ 


To find the traitor in my bofom friend! 


Good. Rather think him innocent. | 
. „„ Ne bar 


Did not the bluſh of on nes ck his viſage ? 
The thought, the very thought, inflames to madneſs. 


Good. He ſeem'd ſurpriz'd, but ſhew'd no ſign of 
guilt. 


IJ were better ſure, to ſift this matter LE J 
Paſſion but mars the purpoſe it purſues. 


Andr. O] cou'd I hope for doubt! 

Good. You've known him long ? NN 

Andr. Theſe thirty en, no brothers &er r lov'd 
better : 


And ſo exalted was, ſo pure the friendſhip, 15 
Which 'tw ixt our ſouls in harmony ſubſiſted, 
Each knew no joy the other did not feel, 


And all our evils were by ſharing lighten' d: 


He was my ſecond elf, as I was his, 
Like ſtreams whoſe currents mix and flow together. 


Good. And have Yor: ever r found him 1n a falſehood? 


171 


That wth the deareſt Toke 5 my — 

I had entruſted him and now he's loſt ; 

For ever loſt yet, yet to. think O 3 . 
That this unhappy woman, once ſo virtuous, 

Cou'd ever thus have chang d. Oo Were wen! [ 


 Goopwin ! ! 


There 8-not a peaſant | in \ the clay-built but, 
Who daily with his toil-tir'd arm acquires 
A ſcanty pittance for life's common wants, 


Whoſe ſtate is not a paradiſe to mine ! | 
| Good. 
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Good. Deſpond not thus, there's nothing certain yet; 


Wherefore, compoſe awhile your ruffied ſpirit, 
And bear with manly fortitude theſe trials: 
The tempeſt may th inferior regions ſhake, 
Whilſt thoſe of higher ſphere reſt undiſturb'd | 
Above the threaten'd ruin | 


Andr. | After ſome pauſe. ] Oh! tell me 9 what 5 


ſays report of her? 
Good. A dangerous requeſt! 
Andr. But cou'd you ſee your friend ſo deeply 
Ge, wrong d ? 
Wrong'd i in the tendereſt point ! and yet be filent ? 
What ſays the world of this lord BELMouR's viſits ? 
You ſtart - 


Good, Its rumours may be falſe—however, | 


Since you ſo pres it, I will thus far venture— 
Suppoſe, that after you have left the city, 

To fleep as uſual at your rural dwelling, 
This, or ſome other night, you ſhould return? 
And at ſome near-appointed ſtation wait, 

Until ſome friendly watch, whom you can truſt, 
Shall give you notice of the ſecret viſit ? 


Andr. Thanks for this hint, it ſhall be fo this night. : 


Good. Mean while, you muſt be calm, or may 
prevent 
The purpoſes you covet to accompliſh. [T hey go off. 
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„ B88: AM 
Mr. AnpreEw S's houſe, 
Mrs AnprEws and Mania. 


Mar. Alas! what ſhall I do? us. us 1 5 


That ſhould be puniſh'd. 


Mrs, Andr. Puniſh'd ! for what ? 
Mar. I've brought my huſband to a ſhameful end. 
Mrs. Andr. Why this alarm ? explain the myſtery. 
Mar. Your ſafety only, and a raſh reſentment 


| (Not dreaming of the fatal conſequence) 


Made me convey the key into his trunk. — 
And JEFFERSON by note, without his ſignature, 


Inform'd your huſband he ſhou'd find it there. 


Mrs. Andr. Suſpend, Ipray you, your diſtreſs awhile, 


As yet, he's but impriſon'd in his room: 
You know my huſband has a tender heart, 
And loves him much. 


1 Alas! his doom is fix'd : 


With cverlaſfng infamy to wait 


On him, and his, how innocent ſoever; 


f Nor ſhall I'ſcape the bitter tongue of ſcandal. 


Mrs. Andr. Ere that ſhou d happen, Id accuſe 
- my - 


Again tem: 1 betech you, be omg, 


And now, MARIA, I've been juſt inform'd, 
That JEFFERSON withdrew ſome. hours ago, 
And is not to be found. 
Max. ; And what of this? 
8 ert, 
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Mrs. Andr. Shou'd it be true, it muſt be — 
by all, 
That the diſcovery of the ſecret key 
Was ſchem'd by him alone to ſcreen himſelf. 
Mar. You've quite reviv'd my ſpirits with the 
thought. 
I think the whole is like to fall on IxrTRERSON. 
Mrs. Andr. This night, | am to be at lady 
MELDMAY'S = 
But lady BELMoUR claims my firſt attention. 5 
Mar. I thought that thoſe unfortunate diſcoveries 
Had lower'd your ſpirits ſo, you had reſolv'd 
To keep at home this night. Book 
Mrs. Andre, Yourhintis Juſt. 
But it is now too late to ſend excuſe, 
Where's my huſband? 


Mar. Ns left the 80 early. 
Mrs Andr. EL time to dreſs attend me at my 
toilet [7 hey go of 


ß•hß 
Mr. Anpazws's houſe. 
| Luca alone. 


Lu. I but now met bim, and methought he 
-ſhunn'd we. 

Unuſual this from his moſt gentle nature. 

But deep diſtreſs ſeem'd on his brow imprinted, 

And rumours are unkind to him of late, 

Though none ſtood higher once in fair repute. 

Oo JEFFERSON * would I cou'd tear thee hence, 

From 


\s 
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From this fond heart, and its loſt peace reſtore !— 
But loft! I hear my dear CONSTANT! A'S s voice, 


Enter Cons ranri, 44 


Conf. O Loci Fm of women moſt unhappy ; ; 
No more muſt I of that chos'n youth have hope, 
In whom my ev'ry thought, my ſoul is center'd. 
Luc. You quite aftoniſh melt cannot be. 
Even the day was fix'd for your eſpouſals. . 
Conſt. O! but lord BELMoOk, his relentleſs uncle, 
Hath juſt now charg'd my father, that henceforth 
His viſits here be countenanced no more; 
Vowing moſt ſolemnly, that ſhou'd we wed, 
_ He'd diſinherit him. Beſides in (peech & 
He hath much * 3 

„%%% ;ůꝙͤ .pß;ß; Sb gs Moſt diſtreſsful! ! 

Conſt. From ich examples, Lucta, we may learn 
To dread. thoſe proſpects of illuſive fortune, 5 
Which ſhew like havens on a treach*rous mw, 
And lure us to our ruin, 

Tie: 5 Happy man! 
How by the tyrant cuſtom art thou favour'd! 
Canſt ſpeak the anguiſh of the love-ſick heart, 

And from the hand that wounds implore relief: 
Whilſt we in ſilent ſecrecy muſt ſhelter | 

The deadly ſhaft, that rooted rankles there, 

And waſtes the virgin bloom. Nor is this all ; 
Should but the modeſt bluſh, the fault'ring ſpeech, 
Or the diſorder of the conſcious ſoul, 

' Petray the fondneſs it would fain conceal ; 
Not only cold indifference, but neglect, 

Is full too oft the baſe return. we nt ne | 


Con. 


Conſt. Ha! Lucia! whence theſe fears? am 1 
deſpis d? 
What have I done ! I have betray'd myſelf. 
O! I conjure thee, by the ſacred tie 
Of honour, friendſhip, confidence and love, 
Speak nought of this, but leave me to deſpair! 
Luc. Alas! *tis my poor heart betrays itſelf, [Aja de. 
Why to deſpair ? by all thoſe facred ties ! 
Thou wert not in my thoughts in what I've utter d. 
Hath yet lord WEs rox heard theſe fatal tidings? 
Conſt. Full well you know how long he hath been 
_ abſent: 
Tis that diſtracts my ſoul —How hath he vow'd, 
That if a day paſs'd by, and we aſunder, 
He felt it as the abſence of an age! 
Luc. My dear Cons rau baniſh all ſuch 
| thoughts. 
He hath a ſoul ſaperior to all falſchood. 
Affairs, tis ſaid, of moment call'd him hence, 
: And his return 1s ev 'ry hour expected. 
Conſt. True, he is all that's gen'rous, great and 
- noble, | 
All that ſtirs envy and reſpect in man, 

Or love in woman. O my friend, my Lucia 1 
Thou know'ſt not half he fondneſs of mine heart: 
Oft have I wiſh'd (fo will love's fancy rave) 

That he had been the guardian of a flock, 
And I the ſovereign of unbounded realms, 
To make him partner of that heart and throne : 
Or that we had been rear'd, midſt rural innocence, 
A low, yet happy pair; with what delight, 
My tender frame had ſhared the harveſt toil, 
To cloſe with intercourſe of fouls the day! _ 
| ; Enter 
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Enter a SkRV ant. 


Serv. Madam, lord Ws rox's in the anti- 
chamber. 
Conſt. [7 0 the ſervant Withdraw awhile— 

[He withdraws. 
Be ſtill, my fluttring heart 5 
Haſte, Loe A, if thou lov'ſt me, make excuſe: 
Say, I am indiſpos d- retir'd yet ſtay. 
Why thus conceal the truth which muſt be known? 


Tell him, I cannot, muſt not, dare not ſee him— 
Vet, ſtay again—where is my father now ? 


Lac. I know not; he went forth ſome hours ago. 
Conſt. Tis fit, lord Wrs rox knows my father's 
orders, 
That I no more admit his viſits here. 


Say, what would you adviſe? pauſe not, but ſ ſpeak. 


Luc. Id fee him, for the reaſon you have 1 men- 
tion'd; | 

Not raſhly caſt away a gem ſo precious, 
Conſt. How ſoon we yield to that the heart approves !- 


Who waits without? [ Enter a ſervant] Conduct lord 


Wes rox hither. 
Enter Lord WESs ron. Lucia withdraws. 


Lord In eſti. Am I fo bleſs'd to view thee once again! 


Ol my ConsTaANT1Aa, could'ſt thou but conceive 
What I have ſuffer'd in this tedious abſence, + 
Of which the cauſe hath been conceal'd from thee ! 
Vet, whilſt [ languiſh'd on the verge of fate, 
Thy image neer forſook my tortur'd fancy, 
And its wild ravings were of nought but thee. 


Conft; 
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Conſt. Would heav n this interview =P not been 


now! [ Afide. 
Lord We 7 Ha ! not a word ! not even a look this 
way | 


All ailments, every pang were eaſe to this. 
I read ſome dreadful ſentence in thine eye.— 
What mean thoſe ſhiverings ?— 
anguiſh ? 
Sure, cruelty ne'er wore a form like thine 95 
Conſt. What can I ſay? my tongue denies its 


office. [ 4fide. 


My lord, you have by this untimely viſit, 
Led me to break my father's ſtrict injunction. 
A father, dear as my heart's vital drops. 


Lord Weſt. What do I hear? O! are we not united ? 


| By ſacred, mutual, faithful vows united? 
Of which I now am come to claim performance. 


| Conf. It is forbid—forbid, moſt ſure, for ever! 


I'm but the daughter of a bankrupt citizen, _ 
(Th ungentle terms with which I am reproach'd,) 
Of whom, ſhou'd you think more— _ 
Lord Weſt. What 18't you mean? 
Conft. Lord BELMOUR would renounce you then 
F © 4 -+ . - + 
And *tis moſt fit, my lord, you thould c comply. 
He is your uncle, and can much befriend you. 
Lord Weſt. O my ConsTanita ! cruel, dear 
Cos TAN TIA! 
Can'ſt thou conceive that any earthly views, 
Could for the loſs of thee requite an heart, 
That cannot form a bliſs from heav'n without thee ? 
By that chaſte paſſion, which no time can alter! 
Not mines of wealth, nor all life's ſplendid pomp, 
Can weigh with me againſt that worth of ſoul, 
With 


Why that look of 


17 
N 
+ 
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With which thou art enrich'd fo far above 

All others of thy ſex I yet have ſeen, 

Far as thy beauteous form excels them all. 

Do but pronounce a peril, or a ſuffering 

To prove my conſtancy, fave loſs of thee. 
Conſt. My lord, theſe honours far exceed my merit. 
Lord Weſt. By heav'n ! this coldneſs may to mad- 
nneſs drive me. 

Am I to ſuffer for another's raſhneſs, 

Of which, the new-born babe is not more innocent ? 


Perhaps, ſome other hath uſurp'd thine heart? 


'Tis plain; too plain—You eannot doubt my truth! 
Conſt. Do not diſtreſs me thus—you Know ny 
heart ; 


As well you know, that on that truth alone 
I would repoſe my ev'ry hope in life — 


Lord MWeſt. Then haſte thee with me, and for e ever : 
bleſs me: 


A reverend prieſt attends to do the Gee. 
To which your father hath long ſince conſented. 


Conſt Oh! oh! forbear,—I ſhudder at the thought. 


I've told you all—You know a parent's * 
Parent, not only of my life, but mind, 
Wherein he every wholeſome ſeed implanted, 


And watch'd with never-ceaſing care their growth. 
Lord Meſt. Nor hath the foil been faithleſs 1 to its 
- tral. 
| Co. Could you then hope from an unduteous 
daughter, Os 
To meet in wedded ſtate, the due 3 


Heav'n hath ordain'd, or I expe its bleſſings? 


You would yourſelf on ſerious thoughts condemn me. 
Lord Weſt. {He falls on his knees.) How far thou 
ſoarſt above all human excellence! 
WY e 5” 
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And how thy virtues raiſe thoſe peerleſs charms ! 
I have tranſgreſs'd—but Oh! vouchſafe thy pity ! 
It was the zeal of fondneſs, and the fear 
Of loſing thee, that urg'd me to the queſtion, 
Which hath thy delicacy ſo offended. 

Cont. Ol if you ever lov'd me prize my peace! 
Go, whilit my wav'ring heart can hold its purpoſe. 
Theſe tell-tale eyes proclaim an intereſt there, 
Which time or fortune never can eraſe. 
But now, this meeting might to both prove fatal. 
Lord Weſt. Wipe, wipe away that tear! 82 
ſovereign pow'r _ 
Needs not an aid to bid my heart obey. 
Yet, O permit me, like the ſentenc'd criminal, 
Who dreads the fatal ſtroke, awhile to parley! 
But go where cer I may, my heart will bear 
The dear impreſſion of thy image on it, 


Nor time nor abſence ever ſhall efface it. [He goes off 
Conſt. How have I ſuffer'd by this foro d behaviour, 


Gainſt my ſoul's feelings, to this matchleſs youth 
But O! in what enchanting phraſe, he urg d 
His love, his fears and never-failing conſtancy ! 
Icannot reſt, till Luci A knows it all. [She goes of 


oa 
Lord BeLMouR's houſe, | 
To Lady BRLMO UR, enter a "I ANT. 
Serv. Mrs. AxpREwS waits upon our ladyſhip. 


Lady Bel. Mrs, ANDREWS a fa did you admit 
her? 


Vol. I. * 5 Serv. 


| 
| 
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Serv. I had conceiv'd it was your general order. 
Lady Bel. I've chang'd my mind—1 will not be 
at home; 


Vet ſtay a little—tell her, I ſhall ſee her, 


At ey MELDM AY's drawing-room to-night. 
[He goes off. 


Tis like, ſhe comes s for what ! got this morning : 


All which and more ill fortune ſwept away. 
b Enter Mrs. AnvbkEwWS. 


Mrs. Andr. What my good friend! my deareſt 
lady ByLMOU R! 


Not ſee her ANxpRE WS! her moſt faithful ANDREW S! ] 


'Tis ſome miſtake ? perhaps, the ſervant's fault? 
Lady Bel. He had my orders, * * thus 
intrude. 

Mrs. Andr. Such a behaviour — am all amaze- 


-— --ment.—. 


Whence is the cauſe ? I; pray clo combi. 


Lady Bel. If, madam, you are bent on altercation, 
1 ſpeedily ſhall leave you to yourſelf. 


So to your buſineſs, brief.— 5 
Ms. andre. As you could wiſh ; 


Then, the five hundred you this morning borrow'd. 


| Lady Bel. You ſurely Bream, or are not in your 

_ ſenſes} 

Mrs. Andr. If 1 retain them long, tis not ow! fault. 
Lady BELMOUR | Honour [_ _ 

Lady Bel. 1 Ha! this from you ? 
When perſons of my ſtation condeſcend _ 


- To ſuch connexions, they moſt juſtly merit 


The treatment you have now preſum'd to offer. 
Mrs. Andr. You cannot ſurely mean to w_ me 
thus 5 
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me more 
Than will be ever in your pow'r to pay. 
Mrs. Andr. For what | pray ? 


Lady Bel. Lou are not ignorant. 


Mrs. Andr. I am, as I ſhall anſwer it to heaven. 
Lady Bel. Not only for my huſband's fond affection, 


But his fortune ; which, (tis well known to all) 
He laviſhes on you—lo that your viſits 
Can but refle& diſhonour wherefore, ceaſe them. 
Mrs. Andr. [Going off.] This is too much; un- 


grateful, faithleſs woman! [S /e goes off. 


Lady Bel. This treatment may hereafter Gre her 
much. 


Even the meaneſt with the higheſt vie: 
Their manners as their faſhions vainly aping, 
As mg N the ſoureſt ſpleen to * 


5 0 E N E V. 
An inn on Cornhill near Mr. Aub RRw s's houſe. 


Marta to the Hos Ess. 


Mar. Madam, a ticket from this inn informs me, 
That ſome one in the houſe has wiſh'd to ſee me. 
Hoſt. A perſon in a common peaſant's habit, 
Came here ſome moments ſince and ſent for you, 
Upon ſome preſſing buſineſs, as he told me. 
Mar. Is he here now? _ 


Hot. Heis;Tll ew the room. . [They go of 


Y 2 SCENE 
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Lady Bel. To rob you! you miſtake; you owe 


Exit. 
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CR rv 


Changes to a back room. 


Lord Br LMOUR in the habit of a countryman, and 


MARI A. 


Lord Bel. Am I not well diſguis d? 

Mar. Lord BELM OUR Wondrous! 
You might have paſsd me twenty times unknown. 
But pray, my lord, the purpoſe of this meeting? 

Lord Bel. Firſt ſay, how fares it with yous lovely 

mistress? 

Mar. Her preſent troubles are © beyond expreſſion. 


Oh ! her diftreſs is great. 


Lord Bel. m on the rack. 
My fortune, life, my all's at her command. 


Unfold yourſelf, if you regard my peace. 


Mar. Know then, her very ill ſucceſs at play, 


(Which has of late ev'n all conception paſsd) 
Fath led her to uſe means, and ſuch aſſiſtance, 


That ſhe ſome honourable claims might anſwer, 
As otherwiſe ſhe would have ſhudder'd at. 


And many a tale has reach'd her huſband's ear. 


Lord Bel. As I could wiſh. fide] Unmerited , 
ill fortune ! 1 

Mar. Oh ! but this is not all. 

o 'Tis, 'tis too much. 


Yet would I know the whole, that I may fly 


On expedition's wing to her relief.— — 
Speak on.— 
Mar. [ cannot. 
Lord 5 


- — . ei 


A NN „ 


Lord Bel. Torture me no further. 
Mar. Alas! my maſter cruelly hath charg' d her, 
How ſhall I name it !) with indecent conduct ; 
But chiefly, far, with you. 


Lord Bel. Moſt fortunate ! 


"This will outrun whole years of fond entreaty—[ Afi ide. 


VUngen'rous, falſe accuſer ! thus to treat 
The lovelieſt of her ſex ; but firſt, MARIA, 
We muſt relieve her from her preſent exigencies ; 
With which ſomewhat acquainted, I, her friend, 
(None more ſincere) am with the means prepar'd 
And 'twas for that alone I ſchem'd this AY 
But for the purpoſe, you muſt ſo contrive it, 
As to convey me to her chamber ſecretly, 
This very night. 
Mar. Heav'n ! how you frighten m me! 
1 would not for the world do ſuch an act. 
Lord Bel. Your fears are without caule ; I mean 
it only, 
Leſt any prying babbler 0 obſerve us, 
At ſuch late hour, as we "lt be together. 
And I can have none other opportunity, 
Of giving her the quick relief ſhe needs. 
Wherefore, her friend muſt ſerve her at this jquncture. 
1 know your faithful heart, — 
Ade. O] but my lord. — 
Lord Bel. Behold theſe two, MARIA; ; [Show her 
two purſes] each of thele — 
Contains an hundred pieces; one of them, 
' You muſt vouchſafe at preſent to accept; 
The other, truſt me, ſhall be alſo yours, 
Soon as I ſafely gain the wiſh'd-for ſtation. 


[Puts one of the purſes into her hand. 
Your maſter left the city juſt at ſunſet ? 


Mar, 
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Mar. My lord ! my lord ! 
Lord Bel. You muſt, you ſhall accept it. 
Mar. Well, my good lord, to fave my injurd_ 
miſtreſs —|[ She puts up the purſe in her pocket. 
The backway thro? the warehouſe is the ſafeſt, 
When the moon's down; for 'twill be late to-night, 
When ſhe returns from lady MeLDMar's ſupper. 
Lord Bel. As ſure as 1 extſt—till then farewell ! 
| [He goes off. 
Mar. To what have I agreed Vet why repent : * 
If not temptation proof, it matters not, 
When firſt ſhe fails, or by whoſe means it happens; 
If ſhe reſiſts, Ill ſtand out to the laſt, | 
And ſwear a thouſand oaths, that I am innocent. : 
At all events, there are two hundred pieces, 
Which will be moſt convenient, ſhould my huſband. 
Ye toa trial ds Big So chance direct! ! [She goes off. 


ACT 


A TRAGEDY. 4 


AQ Tv 
SCENE I. 


An office | in Mr. AnpREws's houſe, and a clerk 
ſuting therein. 


Enter JEFFERSON in a cloak. 


wa E not Carne; ; it is an old coins, 


Have a few moments abſence fo eſtrang d 


you? 


Clerk. O JF ERSON! thoſe moments have oc 


caſion'd 

Many and various rumours o your e 
Wherefore, permit me to rejoice to ſee . 
But whence this ſudden ghaſtlineſs of viſage ! 

The hue of death itſelf 3 
..  _ It matters not. 
You never more may from this moment ſee me ;— 
But this is foreign to my preſent buſineſs. 
There are ſome matters of moſt deep concern 
Which I mult firaight impart to our good maſter , 
For which, this night I ſought him at his villa, 
(Whither I heard he had reſorted early) 
But much to my ſurprize, he was not there. 
1 pray inform me, where I now may find him. 

Clerk. What ſhall I do? I am enjoin'd to ſecrecy. 

Are you full ſure they're of ſuch high concern 
As may excuſe me in ſuch breach of confidence ? 
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Jeff. J ſhould not elſe have urg'd it to you thus. 
_ Clerk. Try the new tavern in th' adjacent alley. 
(There, melancholy man, he waits my coming, 
Alt an approaching hour) [A/ide.] But, JereERSON, 
Should you diſcloſe who pointed out your courſe, 
I may for ever forfeit his regard. 
Jef. Reſt well aſur'd, no motive ſhould compel 1 it, 
And bleſſings wait upon thee for this kindnefs ! 
Clerk. [To Jefferſon as he goes off.] Yet hold awhile; 
In early had forgot. 
This night, the gentle Lucia ſought you here, 
But diſappointed, left you this remembrance. 
Tis for five hundred pounds. 
| Jeff. Too gen'rous maid ! 
Oi had my at, and ungrateful neart 
| Her merit juſtly priz d, I might this day, 
In honour, as in virtue have been happy, 
| Not thus a wretched outcaſt of the world - 
=: J pray return it with a thouſand bleſſings 
Heart-rending kindneſs !—Oh agen farewell! 
| | [He goes off. 
Clerk. His countenance betray'd ſome deſp'rate 
fortune. 


Enter Max a. 


Mar. Was 7 not that JrrERSON „ 

n 5 T was he indeed! 

Mar. Undone !—undone for ever My poor 

== huſband !— BET Ale de. 

| Il ſpoke to him, byt he declin'd an anſwer, 

| And ruſh'd into the ſtreet. eh 

| „„ Unianpy youth 3 

He told me I ſhould ne'er behold him more. 
Mar. 
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Mar. Again I am at eaſe [ Aſide.] But if for certain 
He hath our maſter plunder'd, as 'tis rumour'd, 
Should he not be ſecured * 

Clerk 5 His errand hither, 
Was to have ſeen our maſter. 

Mar. Undone again! [fide as ſhe goes off. 

Clerk. She ſeems not leſs diſturb'd than him ſhe 
ſought. 

Tis fit I follow her, and ſeek her meanings, 

Which from her ſcatter'd words I could not gather, ; 

| Beſides, ſhe mutter'd ſtrangely to herſelf. 

Some ſad diſaſters are I fear approaching, 


Whilſt every countenance betrays diſtreſs. [He goes off: 


VVV 
A room in a tavern. 


AxDbREWS and JEFPERSON together, the firſt walk- 
ing to and fro in much agitation. 


Andr. And is this ſurely fo? my blood runs chill. 
Oh! tell me, how, or when I've been thine enemy, 
That thou could'ſt calmly mean me all this miſchief, 
cannot credit it. 


Teff. 'Tis, *tis too true— [ Meeps. 
Andr. J once thought JEFF ERION the child of 
virtue. 


Teff. To fix me ſuch, your leſſons were not wanting. 
But oh! when we indulge one vicious paſſion, 
A train of others unforeſeen will follow, 

Until at length all virtue is extinguiſh'd. 


Anar. 


OO RON root A AE TOP. oor _ ” — — 5 * 
0 32 2 - ”— > chunk „ DN „ 334 2 


330 THE FEMALE GAMESTER. 


Andr. What's to be done! diſtreſs crouds on 
diſtreſs— 33 

Inhuman! barbarous ! moſt abandon'd woman! 
And thou curs'd inſtrument !—Yet hold, my heart |= 

I ſee contrition in his mournful eye, 

| And feel ſoft pity throbbing in my boſom : 

1 Deluded youth - no object for revenge Aide. 

| Jeff. Tam indeed accurs d; I have betray'd 
| 


The moſt indulgent maſter, beſt of friends ! 

| But you will ſhortly have ſufficient vengeance. 

| A doſe I this night drank will rid me ſpeedily | 

1 Of that ſad life I can endure no longer. 

| | Andr. Oh! *twas a deſp' rate act !—Could'ſt thou | 
!} --CONCEIVE,.- - + Bo 

A crime, to the Almighty ſo Genſive; 5 

i Would for thy other failings make atonement ; 

ll May there not yet be help? 


( BEI» | "Pia ow too late, . 
ZW deadly drug works faſt, and I grow faint— 
8 Andr. Twere better to have nd whole years 1 in 
90 penitence, 

DDr wild deſpair, to expiate your guilt. 

Fe. Oh! cou'd J hope for your aſſiſting prayers, 
1 Twou'd be ſome comfort to my fainting ſoul. 


Lou are ſo good, you cannot but have intereſt 
In thoſe bleſt dwellings, whence my foul offences 
May have excluded me, alas, for ever! 
Nor dare I lift or eye or hand for mercy. 
Andr. Sad-fated youth] my own diſtracted ſtate 
Is ſuited ill to intercourſe with heaven. 
But loſe no time yourſelf: that righteous judge, 
: Whom you have ſo repentedly offended, 3 
Abounds 
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Abounds in mercy, as he doth in juſtice , 
And pray'r 1s at his throne a pow'rful advocate. 
Jeff. And you, as ſure as that Great Pow'r is juſt, 
Will meet the due reward of all your virtues. 
When I go hence, I pray you read this paper — 
My fate draws near ſo now, farewel for ever! _ 
[ He goes off. 
Andr. What horrid Images crowd. on my ſoul ! 
Yet worſemay follow--blood perchance and murder— 
But will not injur d honour,—ruin'd peace, 


For ever ruin'd, juſtify revenge !— [Pauſes. 
l am relolv'd—So for this writing nowW--- 
[He opens it and reads. 


6 Moſt injured A 
e Inclos'd you have my wilt by which, as ſome 
& ſmall recompenſe for the many wrongs I have 
done you, I have bequeathed you all the little 
“fortune I have left. Oh! lend your prayers, and 
6 pity a repentant wretched ſinner. 

5 WILLIAM JxrrER SON. 2 


gome recompenſe There can be none for me. 
The moment is at hand, the fearful moment, 
When I'm to ſeek for that, which, when diſcover'd, 4 
My ſure perdition ſeals yet even certainty | | 
Were eaſe to that I feel---tremendous ſtate ! | 9 
Like ſome benighted traveller quite wilder d, 1 
I ſee no friendly ray to guide my ſteps--- = 
But *midſt my woes, I've let this hapleſs youth, '4 
Plung'd in deſpair, eſcape me unattended. 1 
VI haſte to ſeek him out Vet, cannot now: 

Troubles more intimate claim ev ry thought. 


r , 


Enter 
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Enter one of his CIxRkks. | 
I near deſpair d of ſeeing you: 'tis almoſt light. 
What has delay'd you 9 


Clerk. = It was your wife. 
Andr. My wife! 


Clerk. Yes, fir, ſhe's but at home ſome moments. 
Andr. Was ſhe attended? 


„% | went in before her. 
Andr. What, into my houſe ? 


20 Clerk, "= fir. 


. | 
Clerk, A man, ſir. 


Andr. Hah And know you who he is ? 
Clerk. Lord BzLMbus, fir. 

Andr. 5 Are you ſure? 
FL As I exiſt - 


Man, or woman? 


For waiting, as 'twas your deſire I ſhould, 
Till I could warn you of your wife's return, 


And walking 'twixt the dwelling and the warehoule, 


I by a light, which glimmer'd from the moon, 
Then almoſt waned, deſcry'd a man and woman 
Cloſe ſtanding at the wicket of the gate, 

That leads into the lane. I ſtood conceal'd, 


Until lord BELMOuR and Mania paſs'd me 
Towards the houſe. 


Andr.. Can Tnow 5 that way 1 

| Clerk. You may ; ; 1 lock'd the doors, and have 
the keys. 

Andr. Come, deep and ſweet revenge! were 
virtue her. l Ade. 


it muſt be near the dawn. Go on, „PII follow. 


Life's now a curſe; death then my only wiſh. 


SCENE 


\ 
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SCE NE Mt 


Mr. AnpREws's houſe. 
* Fat 


* 


Thomas and MARIA. 


Mar. Who releasd . 
„ Our unhappy maſter. 
Mar. Is he | in town, and up at this late hour ? 
Thom, He's 1n the houſe; and heaven grant, Mat A, 
He holds his reaſon : for he ruſh'd impetuous, 
With looks as madneſs wild, into the room, 
Where I fat tied; when falling on his knees, 
He crav'd my pardon; then, from my brus'd arms 
He doo the cords, and haſtily ran off. 
455 Which way? 
1 "a hk Towards the 1 
Mar. | O heav' n! 
Thom. Why this alarm ? 
Mar. f His arms are theres: 
Thom. = Os 4 true, 
And never man appear'd more deſperate. 3 
Wherefore, as ev'n a moment's loſs were dangerous; 
_ NIL for his neighbours ſpeed, W1LsoN and Goop- | 
wa. = [He goes off. 
Mar. The Wide is at hand, and 'twill require 
My deepeſt ſkill, or l'm andone for ever. 
But to the laſt I will aſſert my innocence. [A bell rings. 
This! is my ets, and from her bedchamber. 0 
[Rings again, - 
Again it rings; and with unuſual viglence > . 
1 muſt ae What ſights may meet me now |!— | | 
[She goes off, | 
SCENE: Tall 
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N R N 
Another apartment. 
Cons raxTI4A and Luci. 


Conſt. Oh! 4 Lucia, Luci, I ſhall die with 
terrours— 

What can theſe noiſes mean ? [4 groan 1s heard] 
Heard you that groan? = 

Luc. Sure life expir'd with it —4 woman s voice 


Enter haſtily WIILSow and Goopwin, Tromas 
and other Servants, at which CONSTANTIA and 
Luci ſhriek. 


Conſt. Protect us, heaven \---what are you! 2 

Wil. A meſſenger, 

In utmoſt hurry rous'd us from our beds, 

And pray'd us to haſte hither with all ſpeed, 

To fave a family, _ 

0. Oh firs I. -heav'n grant 

Tis not too late ſome fad event, I dread— 

1 [A groan, and then another. 

They' re from the room where Mrs. AxpRE WS ſleeps. 

[Conſtantia fwoons, and is taken of with 
LK} 


Enter Maxta. 


Aar. Woe! woe unutterable |---ſights of horrour! 
All welt ring in their e alte haſte with me. 
[They go . 


[Back 


A NAD. - 425 


[ Back Scene opens and diſcovers Mrs. Andrews's bed- 
 chamber---Lord Belmour on the ground with his 
word in hus hand bloody, and Mr. Andrews with 
his alſo drawn and bloody, in a fix'd poflure, reſting 
on it, and looking on the ground. 


Good, O heav'n ! what havock's here ! [To An- _ 


 drews] Alas! my friend, 
What have you done? 

Wil. He's quite inſenſible. 
Perhaps this woman can inform us--- {peak— 
Mar. I will, I will, Hearing the bell twice rung 
With violence unuſual from the chamber 
In which my miſtreſs lay, 1 thither flew ; 

Where entering, with amazement I beheld 
Lord BELMOUR there, and her upon her knees: 
Sudden, my maſter, with an unſheath'd ſword | 
In rage ruſh'd in, and inſtantly aſſai'd him, 
(Who alſo had drawn his) they fought awhile; 
When with a hideous groan lord BELMoUR reel'd, 
But quick recovering, with redoubled fury 
At his aſſailant made when, ſhe, quite wild, 
Ruſhn'd on lord BRLMOUR's ſword, and fell with him. 


Mil. Tis better done by him, than by our friend. 0 
Andr. Done — what done ? all 1 is not done as ya 


this 


[He is going to ftab himſelf, Goodwin ny Wilſon 


ruſh on him, and wreſt his ſword from him.] 


Good. What would your madneſs do ? too much 


already, 
This fatal ſcene exhibits to our view. 
Andr. Deaf, deaf to all. j=—@WAY =——AWAY with 
cCounſell— 
Tis clear as snoonday licht- butſt-burſt ,my brain! JA 


Lord 
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Lord Bel. Liſten oh liſten to a dying criminal--- 
Your wife is innocent---I, I alone--- 
Andr. Peace, villain, peace !---how came you in 
her chamber? 
Lord Bel. Without her knowledge-- Oh! es 
by that woman, Pointing to Maria. 
My vile accomplice in the foul attempt. 
Mar. Mercy! O mercy |! and Tl tell the whole. 
Oh! ſhe is innocent -I, all to blame | 
1 fit a magiſtrate be ſent for in- 


ſtantly: 
As alſo meet afifiance to theſe e FO 
Who ſeem to need it much. [A. ſervant goes off 7 
1 Good firs ! 


Let me be hence convey'd---I can't eſeape 
And heav'n will! in ſome moments give full juſtice. 
[He is led out. 
Andr. And let me alſo fly theſe ſcenes of horrour, 
Or I ſhall wilder be than the chain'd wretch 5 7 
| That beats the dungeon walls. 
6 14 he is paſſing by Mrs. Andrews, he Pies 
| the ſrt of huis coat.] 
Mrs. Andr. Oh fir my huſband - 
Andr. Take ! take the vile adultreſs from my ſight. 
Mrs. Audr. For charity, forbear thoſe bitter words. 
True, I have injur'd you beyond all hopes 
Either of your indulgence, or heav'n's mercy 
But by that Pow'r ! before whoſe juſt tribunal, 
I ſhortly ſhall be ſummon'd to appear, 
My ſoul abhors the baſe imputed guilt, 
D (How ſtrong ſoe er appearance ſpeak againſt me) 
Evn in thought. . 
Andr. Abandon'd, faithleſs woman! 
Oh! that her foul e clog with her eyes | 
Then 
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Then might I undifturb'd behold this havock. Afi 


Did not I find you on your knees to him ? 


Mrs. Andr. I was HEINE him to leave the 


room. 
Andr. How came he there? 
Mrs. Andr. By the ſame Pow'r ſupreme ! ; 


You're not yourſelf of that event more ignorant. 
Soon as my woman for the night had left me, 


He from the cloſet ruſh'd into my chamber. 


Andr. Oh! I have been too een too 


raſh. 


Mrs. Andr. Vou will not think fo, when you hear 


| the whole. 
The wretched nobleman, you now have puniſh'd, 


Is not leſs guilty than if I had yielded. 


Yet, think not that I mean t' acquit myſelf; 


My conduct led him to the vile attempt: 

And, oh! with rage and thirſt of vengeance fd, 
I was too buſy 1 in th' infernal plot, 
Contain'd in that falſe letter to your friend, 

The honeſt, gen'rous, and moſt faithful Wirsox. 
1 alſo had your old and truſty ſteward _ | 
Accus'd of crimes to which he was a ſtranger ; 


And JEFrERSON to me owes his perdition. 


Andr. Ceaſe | ceaſe | poor ſelf-convicting mourn- 


er, ceaſe !|--- 


This cannot be- tis the ſick fancy's dream. 
Mrs. Andr. Oh! that it were untrue, as thou art 


kind. 


Ves; this, all this, and more I have committed. 
I have undone thee---I, thy boſom's favourite, — 
And am the fatal ſource of all theſe horrors. 
But my ſwift halt ning fate will be ſome recom- 


pence.— 


„ Z. SO 1 bleed 


Free 


— — omen 
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I bleed within apace, and grow moſt fain. 


How happy was I once, and how — 5 
Andr. Tis, tis too much 


J nee, 30 ſee it is. 
How theſe reflections rack my madding brain J. 
Turn, Oh! turn that tender aſpect from me! 

*Tis worſe than ſcorpion rods, or whips of ſteel. 
Abhor me; ſcorn me; tear me from thy fondneſs, 


And every imprecation pour upon me : 


For hope is fled, and I would court deſpair. 


Some ſuff 'rings here might leſſen thoſe hereafter, 


I would not covet elſe a moment's life,--- 


Andr. Would I could ſooth her tortur'd ſoul to reſt! 


Her ſorrows rend my heart. Oh thou ſweet penitent! 
There's not an angel in the heav'nly mankons, 
„That will not ſue for thee. 


| Mrs. Aude. Yet, there is ſomething 


I would petition. as my laſt requeſt-x 
Let me conjure thee then, moſt injur'd excellence! 


By all the happy hours we liv'd together, 


Ere one infernal paſſion ſeiz d my heart! 
Have pity on the harmleſs, dear-lov'd innocents, 


Whom I mult leave amidſt a cruel world! 
And when you ſhall my rueful ſtory tell, 


Be thus far kind, and ſay, as is the truth, 
Oh! fay, the was not an adultreſs. 


Anar. I will, III ſpeak thee as my ſoul conceives 
F 
Spotleſs, and free as Virtne s ſelf from blemiſh. 
Mrs. Andr. Then, may with me, thy ſorrous have 
an end J.— 
Andr. Oh! canſt thou then forgive my wild up- 
braiding ? 


Mrs 
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Mrs. Andr. 1 blame thee not · ſo let me be con- 
eye... 
From thy dread preſence, and this fatal ſpot : 
They ate too much for weakneſs to endure. 
ps No, no, I'll watch thee whilſt a ſingle ſpark 
Of that lov'd life remains, and footh thy woes. 


Mrs. Andr. Too kind — Forbear {.-- Were your | 


fond wiſh indulg'd, 
It would but add new weight to your afflitions. 
Oh! agonizing thoughts !---Oh ! my poor ſoul !-- 


Andr. She droops;- he dies- and oh ! by fving 


mes. 
Phyſicians, ſurgeons, ev'ry kelp be ſent for 


Ars. Andr. Twere fruitleſs all, unleſs. their 


friendly aid 
Some balm could miniſter to Jeep dee Ä 


Rage on, diſtreſs.—haſfte, madneſs! quench my ſoul--. 
—the door of des 


Hark hark! that voice 
clos'd 


Andr. (To the attendants.) nn convey 


her hence to mine own chamber. 
[She is carried off, and as he 1s following her, ſeve- 
ral bailiffs enter rudely with Conſtantia.] 


Conſt. Protect my father, heav n! undone--- 
undone— 


Wi. What can theſe ruffians mean | 2 whom do 


you ſeek? 
Bail He! 15 our priſoner on ſeveral writs. 


[Pointing to Mr. Andrews. 
Andr. Ay, ay, come on- 'Tis fit 1 ſhou'd be 


puniſh'd, 
Take, drag me hence, ye nies of juſtice! 
Death, death, or madneſs only can relieve me. 


Good, : 


POP e EFT <5 
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Good. What i is the whole demand ? 

_ Above four thouſand ? 
Wil. He ſhall not fink for that: I'll be his pledge. 

And, Moſt gen'rous, EF; friend, this is too 
| much. 

Good. o Wilſon.] I'll join you in the bonds,--- 
Prepare them, firs. [To the batliffs, who go off. 


Conf. Thanks, beſt of friends! but you ſhall never 
ſuffer. 


My fortune, independent of my father, 

Far more than this for which you have engag'd, 

Shall be your pledg'd ſecurity. _ 
VV — daggers! 

Wafted--all waſted, in the general wreck. ¶ Aſide. 
il. Tis fit lord Weſton ſhould be ſtraight ap- 

priz d 

: Of the ſad fate of his unhappy ale; 

Theſe two nights paſt, ſince his return to town, 

He hath repos'd with me. 

Good. I hear his voice. 


Enter lord Wes TON EY « 


Lord W ot Where, where 8 my father take, © 
take your ſon! 
And let me fly as ſuch into your arms ! 
Juſt hearing of your undeſerv'd calamities, 
From your remorſeleſs creditors below, 
l have engag'd for all their claim'd demands, 
And come to wipe the tear from ev'ry eye. 
Andr. Cold ſweats bede my Techies trembling | 
limbs, 


And 
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And ev'ry object round me grows a blank. 
Good heay' n] ſupport me, to theſe taſks unequal— 
* [As he is falling, Wilſon and Thomas 
OO ſupport him.] | 
yl. The feelings of his heart o'erpow'r kim ſo, 
He cannot give them vent; it may prove fatal 
He's all convuls d: : let's place him on this ſeat. 
Cconſtantia attends him. 
7 Lord Ii. 72 [He moves towards Conſtantia.] 
My angel My Coxs rANTIA! O thoſe tears ! 1 
And looks of deſperation pierce my ſoul. 

Your father lives Fortune again may favour : 
But I am your's, and will be fo for ever. 
Wi. O my good lord ! 
There are diſaſters yet within theſe walls, 

More fatal far, which claim our inſtant aid. 

Lord Weſt. Pre heard them all—my uncle is no . 
| more _ 

Would that he had not falln in ſuch a ous! „ 
Mil. But heav'n hath will'd | it, and we mult ſubmit. 


With ſmiles deluſive, other crimes decoy, 
To hazard future ills for preſent joy: 
Gaming alone no tranſient rapture knows, 

No gleam of pleaſure for eternal woes; 
Diſtruſt and anxious fears its birth attend; 

And wild diſtraction waits its guilty end. 
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